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RESEARCH PROPOSAL



Figure 5: News article by NOS

Figure 2: News article by Sociaal en Cultureel Planbureau 

Figure 3: News article by NOS

Figure 4: News article by NOS

Figure 6: News article by NU.nl

Figure 8: News article by de Volkskrant

Figure 7: News article by NRC



The general problem is the fact that architecture and politics are used as a tool to divide 
society by othering and creating friction between groups of people resulting in people 
not talking to their neighbours anymore and the loss of communities in public spaces.

PROBLEM STATEMENT



MAIN QUESTION
How can public spaces be designed and used to counteract political polarization, in the 
context of The Hague to ensure a better social connection between citizens?

RESEARCH QUESTIONS



RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Theory 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FINDINGS
 

DESIGN
SOCIAL AND SPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT FINDINGS

SUB QUESTION 1
What is political polarization and why is it a problem?

SUB QUESTION 2
In what way can polarization be recognized in The Hague?

SUB QUESTION 3
What is the role of a designer in creating designs that 
counteract political polarization?

SUB QUESTION 4
What are the social and political consequences of the 
implementation of the design proposal, when implemented 
into reality?

Reflection 
DEVELOPMENT FINDINGS



RESEARCH

LITERATURE RESEARCH



IN WHAT WAY CAN POLITICAL POLARIZATION BE RECOGNIZED IN THE 

HAGUE?

NATIONAL ELECTIONS

ELECTORAL DIVERGENCE



18

IN WHAT WAY CAN POLITICAL POLARIZATION BE RECOGNIZED IN THE 

HAGUE?

COLONIAL HISTORY
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IN WHAT WAY CAN POLITICAL POLARIZATION BE RECOGNIZED IN THE 

HAGUE?

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS COMMUNITY PROJECT



IN WHAT WAY CAN POLITICAL POLARIZATION BE RECOGNIZED IN THE 

HAGUE?

PUBLIC EXPRESSION

POLITICAL CONCERNS



RESEARCH

DESIGN PROPOSAL



PLOT ACCESS



PLOT



ARCHITECTURAL QUALITIES

Buildings not to be used 
 

Insulated building
 

Industrial facade cladding

Overhead doors 

Office area

Building to be removed



PLOT



DEMOGRAPHICS

Children play area Library

Community garden Repair cafe

Low(er) income mom 
2nd/3rd generation migrant

High income mom 
no migration background

Elderly people
Passing time

Students and young proffesionals
Studying and working

2nd/3rd generation migrant
Green fingers

Double income no kids 
Looking for a hobby

Eastern European work migrant
Skilled practitioner

Carpenter
Possesses advanced technical 



FUNCTIONS

Entrance 80 m²
 

Restaurant 270 m²
 

Children play area 30 m²
 

Workshop space 150 m²
 

Multifunctional room 150 m²
 

Repair cafe 120 m²
 

Community garden 1000 m²
 

Library 215 m²
 

Supporting functions 120 m²
 

Gym 450 m²



SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES
Transformation

Taking down (parts of the) buildings

Adding insulation

Light wooden structure

PVT panels
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GROUND FLOOR NORTH BUILDING
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NORTH BUILDING
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NORTH BUILDING SECTION
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SOUTH BUILDING
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SOUTH BUILDING SECTION
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CLIMATE DIAGRAM
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Heat from sport hall

Trees providing shade in summer

Community garden providing food

PVT panels East-West orientation

PVT panels South orientation

Grass paver blocks for water retention
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VISUALIZATION SQUARE
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VISUALIZATION RESTAURANT
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FACADE FRAGMENT
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DETAIL V1
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