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This booklet presents research conducted during the Urban 
Architecture Graduation Studio at the TU Delft. The research 
is bundled in a journal kept during the first semester of 
the graduation year. Gradually, this journal evolved into a 
reference book, which was consulted frequently during the 
design phase in the second semester. 

The journal roughly covers four themes: Heterotopia, How 
do we (want to) live together, City-Nature Dichotomy and 
Sequence of Spaces. The seemingly fragmented studies 
showed many similarities and overlapping. They have 
informed and complimented each other. As was the case 
for the process of the graduation project, at the end of the 
research booklet these interconnections will be reflected on.

For the making of this research book, digitally copying and 
overwriting the handwritten notes and drawings seemed 
a duplication of efforts. Even more, it would nullify the 
authentic expression of the handwritten notes. Instead, a 
choice was made to code the notes and drawings per theme. 
Not alphabetically, nor in chapters; the various themes are 
coded in colors and highlighted per page.



Man has a prejudice against himself: anything which is a 
product of his mind seems to him to be unreal or comparatively 
insignificant. We are satisfied only when we fancy ourselves 
surrounded by objects and laws independent of our nature. 
 
George Santayana





Introduction

This booklet presents the research I’ve conducted during the 
Urban Architecture Graduation Studio. The research is bundled in 
a journal I kept during the first semester of this graduation year. 
Gradually, this journal evolved into a reference book, which I’ve 
consulted frequently during the a phase in the second semester. 

At first, during my quest for a defined research question, I touched 
upon many subjects. As such, the research was rather fragmented; 
the journal roughly covers four themes: Heterotopia, How do we 
(want to) live together, City-Nature Dichotomy and Sequence of 
Spaces. However, in retrospect the seemingly fragmented studies 
showed many similarities and overlapping. They have informed 
and complimented each other. As was the case for the process of 
my graduation project, only at the end of this research booklet will 
I reflect and highlight these interconnections.  

For the making of this research book, digitally copying and 
overwriting the handwritten notes and drawings seemed a 
duplication of efforts. Even more, it would nullify the authentic 
expression of the handwritten notes. Instead, I chose to code the 
notes and drawings per theme. Not alphabetically, nor in chapters; 
the various themes are coded in colors and highlighted per page.



        Heterotopia

This term was first coined by Michel Foucault in his lecture ‘of other 
spaces’: Heterotopia are understood as counterspaces, or effective 
utopias in which all ‘real spaces are simultaniously represented, 
contested and inverted: places functioning outside everyday logics, 
according to their own rules, in which people find themselves in 
‘a sort of absolute break with time’. The conception of Heterotopia 
was introduced to the studio during the P1 phase, as an initial 
research topic intended to extend our understanding of the La 
Friche Josaphat site. As I experienced La Friche Josaphat as a sort 
vacuum in time and space, I would argue La Friche Josaphat can be 
understood as a heterotopos too.

        How do we (want to) live together?

This question was posed to me for the first time in the book 
Operatie Wooncoöperatie by Arie Lengkeek and Peter Kuenzli. They 
questioned the durability of the social, financial and management 
structures within the housing market and pose new – or in fact very 
old ways of ‘living together’ along the lines of the commons; the 
idea that resources belong to, and affect a community. Our visits 
to housing cooperatives in Geneva during the studio excursion 
have contributed greatly to the practicalities of living together as 
neighbors as a result of these new forms of housing. 



        City-Nature Dichotomy 

The dichotomy of City and Nature – as much as the Culture-Nature 
and Urban-Rural polarities – was an evident theme with regards to 
this years studio site: La Friche Josaphat, an ecological sanctuary 
surrounded by (yet nearly hermetically sealed off from) the city 
of Brussels. This dichotomy is a popular methodology in spatial 
research to distinguish and hence ‘undertstand’ our surroundings. 
However, one may question whether this binary thinking is still 
a relevant and fruitful means of doing research, as the borders 
between contemporary metropolitan landscapes seem to blur with 
their hinterlands. 

        Sequence of Spaces

My interest into the theme of Sequence of Spaces was primarily 
stirred during our first visit to La Friche Josaphat. As the 
atmosphere of La Friche Josaphat was so distinct from the turmoil 
of the city in the distance, the trespassing of the border between 
those two world was inevitably a somewhat surreal experience too. 
It made me believe the design of the border conditions of this site 
could well be used as a design tool to manipulate this experience. 
Accordingly, I did thorough research into the qualities of spaces of 
transition. Hence Gorden Cullen’s Concise Townscape was a great 
source of inspiration. 
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Imagining La Friche: 
free-writing before 
our irst visit to the 
site. What kind of 
place – sublime and 
surreal – will we 
encounter? 



88

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Arie Lengkeek 
and Peter Kuenzli 
in Operatie 
Wooncoöperatie on 
the ‘Commons’: new 
ideas on ownership, 
and what rights 
do we have as 
residents? 
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Arie Lengkeek 
and Peter Kuenzli 
in Operatie 
Wooncoöperatie on 
the ‘Commons’: who’s 
benefitting from the 
housing market? And 
What distinguishes 
cooperative projects 
from other forms of 
co-housing?



1111

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Like General Motors 
1939 Futurama, can 
La Friche showcase 
alternative futures? 
A 25 hectare 
outdoor pavillion to 
display new ways 
of apporaching 
vulnerable ecologies in 
urban landscapes. 
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

A heterotopos in the 
making: research 
into the marshalling 
yard  history of La 
Friche Josaphat; it’s 
closing in the 1960’s 
and the very origin of 
Belgium’s ‘iron raod 
project’ in 1835.



1414

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Roles reversed: La 
Friche Joshaphat is 
enclosed and almost 
hermetically sealed 
off from the city of 
Brussels: A city once 
surrounded by its 
green hinterlands. 
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1616

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

La Friche Josaphat: 
a void in the city’s 
consciousness? A dead 
zone? Or a space of 
potential, due to its 
absence of use and 
activity? 



1717

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

The killing of the 
heterotopos: Planners 
and architects as 
colonizers of the 
terrain vague. 
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Heterotopos in the 
making, a new start: 
Liberation by means 
of abandonment
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Archizoom’s cynical 
portrayal of 
urbanization: Can 
we speak of a City-
Nature Dichotomy 
when ‘no reality 
exists outside the 
system’ of the 
contemporary city? 

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

The ‘tragedy of the 
Commons’: lessons 
from the past on a 
truly sustainable way 
of sharing resources. 



2020
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

The Capriccio revival: 
Architecture fantasy  
as a methodology for 
re-imaging La Friche 
Josaphat? 



2222

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

The significance of 
context: Altough we 
might detest the 
unfruitful binary of 
urban and natural 
landscapes, the 
urgency of saving 
of ‘the last green in 
town’ relies on this 
dichotomy. 



2323

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

The paradox of 
dealing with a 
housing crisis in a 
city rich of vacancy. 
What can our current 
building envelop 
offer? 



2424

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Learning from Michel 
Foucault’s ‘Other 
Spaces’. Real spaces: 
inverted, contested 
and represented
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2727

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

..with natives? The 
PAD masterplan: 
Ignorance or a blind 
spot? How can we 
advocate for the non-
humans? 
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2929

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

..with the void the 
spaces of our cities? 
Stalker’s “growing 
resistance to on-
site indiscriminate 
interventions through 
deep engagement 
with sites such as La 
Friche.  



3030

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

La Friche Josaphat: 
A vacuum in time, 
in space.. and in the 
city’s memory? 
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Heterotopia of crisis 
and deviance: Can 
we ‘categorize’ La 
Friche Josaphat? Or 
should we? 



3232

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Studying the border 
conditions of the 
Heterotopos



3333

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Chiara Piradel’s 
lecture on written 
landscapes: A history 
of manipulation of 
our ‘natural’ urban 
environments. 



3434

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Why choose? Eco-
cathedrals as case 
studies of a synergy 
between Culture and 
Nature 

SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Understanding the 
built envronment, 
Manhatten Scripts: 
The parrallels of 
cinematography and 
architecture 
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Garden of Eden, or 
the Natural Contract 
of Symbiosis: An (un)
sustainable stance 
towawds nature. 



3838

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Archizooms No-Stop 
City and the persian 
Garden; a city and a 
garden, both without 
exterior.



3939

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Cooperative housing: 
How to guarantee 
sustainable access to 
affordable housing?



4040

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Sennet on intimacy, 
‘theatricallity’ and 
public life: Informing 
design choices on 
public, collective and 
private space. 



4141

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Phantasmagoria: 
The surreality of a 
collage. What synergy 
do we seek?
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SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Montage as a means 
of doing architecture: 
How ‘cuts and edits’ 
can add dramaturgy 
and feeling of domicile 
in the architectural 
and landscape design. 
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SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna 

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna 

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 



4545

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Re-structuring and 
articulating time, 
and architectural 
metaphysics; 
understanding 
La Friche from a 
cinematic point of 
view
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Homelessness and 
the reception crisis 
in Brussels: A frist 
shift towards a focus 
on ‘housing first’
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Rehousing 
newcomers:
An inventory of 
temporary housing 
projects in and around 
Brussels. 
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

George Descombes 
on the 3rd language 
of nature: The 
garden as a mediater 
between the 
‘natural’ and the man 
made.
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

Georges Descombes’ 
lecture on ‘the 
garden’, Rousseaux 
and the river 
chronicle: How (not) 
to do landscaping. 



5353

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

..with existing flora 
and fauna present 
at the site? ‘Don’t 
add, brush!’: Richard 
Long’s ‘the Path’, 
Contrary to the 
architect’s instinct 
to colonize coid spaces 
with new forms and 
structrues, adds by 
taking away, subtely. 



5454

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Cooperative housing: 
statutes, jurisdiction, 
and land policies: 
Know-how on the 
practicalities of living 
together
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Cooperative housing: 
Understanding the 
financial logics and 
implications 
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Imagining La Friche 
Josaphat managed 
by cooperatives: 
Seeking economic, 
social and ecological 
sustainability



5858

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Commoning: What 
role can cooperatives 
do for La Friche? A 
first seed for nature 
stewardship through 
collective efforts
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

..with our 
surroundings: What 
public tasks can ative 
citizens take on? 
Who is responsible for 
protecting the built 
environment
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

An inventory of 
Dutch cooperatives: 
How have 
they organized 
themselves? And 
what are their aims? 
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

A brief history of 
the Commons: The 
collective meadow, 
the Enclose of the 
Commons and the 
production for profit
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Understandng the 
Belgium history 
of co-housing, 
cooperative housing 
and the housing 
market in general, 
from the first co-ops 
after WWII, to the 
1980 Walloon housing 
fund



6666

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Cooperative 
housing in Brussels: 
an inventory of 
cooperative housing 
projects and its 
particularities



6767
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6969

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Understanding 
the logics and 
practicalities of 
cooperative housing



7070

HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

ImaginingLa 
Friche Heterotopos: 
bringing together 
the ‘otherness’ of 
heterotopia and 
commoning
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7272

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Designing for the 
community: The 
logigs of collective, 
private and public 
space, territoriality 
and identity of space
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7474

CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Interiority versus 
exteriority: ‘access’ 
and ‘accessed’ space. 
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

..ever more bvisible 
in the medieval 
city: Fortifications 
as a bold border 
between the city and 
hinterland

SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Gradual versus 
instant forms of 
transitional space



7777
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

De Nevelstad, the 
Metropolis and its 
Hinterland and De 
Tapijtmetropool: 
Theories and visions 
on the parasitizing 
of the ‘urban 
hinterland’, the 
‘red which eats 
the green’ and the 
fading contours of 
the city-hinterland 
borderscape. 
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8080

HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

..with Nature? 
Peter Kahn on 
Environmental 
amnesia: The vicious 
circle and advocating 
for engagemnet over 
estrangement. 
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Horizontalism: Good 
or bad? Thoughts on 
celebrating borders 
to countercat the 
tradition of difusion 
in urbanization. 
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SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Gorden Cullen, in a 
Consice Townscape, 
on the Serial Vision; A 
dramatic experience 
for urbanites 
roaming the cities: 
When is a moment of 
shock or awe desired? 
What ‘special effects’ 
facilitate feelings 
of safety, relief and 
domicile? 
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CITY-NATURE CITY-NATURE 
DICHOTOMYDICHOTOMY    
 

Will we sustain 
the City-Nature 
dichotomy and 
parasitizing of 
urban green sites if 
we design elevated  
vistas looking out 
over La Frche? 
Cullen on superiority, 
inferiority and heigt 
differences in the city
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SEQUENCEE OF SPACESSEQUENCEE OF SPACES  
  

Deflaction, closure 
and punctuations for 
bringing dramaturgy 
into the masterplan, 
the landscape and 
the architecture
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HETEROTOPIAHETEROTOPIA 
 

“Heterotopia stem 
from a duality”: 
Understanding the 
La Friche Josaphat 
as the contrary of 
the city of Brussels, 
and contemplating on 
the fertile nature of 
this duality. 
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HOW DO WE WANT TO HOW DO WE WANT TO 
LIVE TOGETHER?LIVE TOGETHER?  
 

Richard Sennet on 
Levinas: ‘The weight 
of the other. a 
theory contrary to 
that of Heidegger 
and Okura: the 
ethics which civilizes. 
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Reflection 

As suggested in the introduction, only in retrospect have I 
understood that the discussed research topics in fact hold many 
similarities and even overlap. In this reflection, I will try to explain 
how these seemingly fragmented research topics are not as distinct, 
autonomous and independent as they may seem.

For example, the conception of commoning as a new means of 
‘living together’ and the theme of Heterotopia both spring from 
an approach or feeling of ‘otherness’, of ‘doing it differently’: The 
authors of Operatie Wooncoöperatie suggest alternative ways 
of understanding and managing the housing market, breaking 
with traditional ways of developing housing, living together and 
treating our surroundings. Similarly, Heterotopia are though of 
as ‘other spaces’ in which all ‘real’ – or conventional – spaces are 
simultaneously represented, contested and inverted. 



In addition, there’s a strong relation between the spatiality of 
heterotopia and the Sequence of Spaces research. For example, this 
duality from which heterotopia stem, imposes conditions on the 
spatiality of their borderscapes: The accessing of counter spaces 
such as La Friche Josaphat naturally comes with a somewhat surreal 
feeling of transcendence, an experience which can be manipulated 
by the design of these moments of access. This experience is rather 
gradual than instant, which suggests these moments of access are 
gradual too – they have a depth – rather than being one-dimensional 
nodes. As such, the research into the experiential qualities and 
characteristics of sequences of spaces – e.g. on montage and serial 
vision – greatly inspired the design of these borderscapes, on a 
masterplan scale as much as on an architectural scale. 



The parallel between the dualities from which the heterotopia 
stem and the City-Nature dichotomy is perhaps more evident. 
Both sprout from a contraction, a contrast. In retrospect, perhaps 
this contrast is not primarily spatial, but particularly theoretical: 
Are the City and Nature truly ‘real’ distinct entities? Are they the 
only two flavors available in our understanding of the (un)built 
environment? Likewise, who is to decide what places operate as a 
heterotopia and what spaces are then the ‘real’ spaces? Who is to 
decide where the heterotopos begins and ends? 



Lastly, the research topics of how we wish to live together and the 
City-Nature-dichotomy prove to go hand in hand. After researching 
the former, I was firmly convinced our recalibration of how we live 
together with one another shouldn’t be limited to our coexistence 
with the human other. The studio, as much as advocates of the 
commons principle, argue that our changing stance towards our 
surroundings should include our relation with other animals and 
for example urban green sites such as La Friche Josaphat: How 
should we change our attitudes, habits, believes in order to co-exist 
with vulnerable ecologies in a durable way? These questions are 
as relevant to the resident-us as much as they are to designers, 
planners and policy makers. They should evaluate and reconsider 
existing logics, knowledge and methodologies, like the urban-rural, 
culture-nature and human-nature binaries, which are deeply rooted 
in the fields of research, policy-making, planning and designing. 
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