This booklet presents research conducted during the Urban
Architecture Graduation Studio at the TU Delft. The research
is bundled in a journal kept during the first semester of
the graduation year. Gradually, this journal evolved into a
reference book, which was consulted frequently during the
design phase in the second semester.

The journal roughly covers four themes: Heterotopia, How
do we (want to) live together, City-Nature Dichotomy and
Sequence of Spaces. The seemingly fragmented studies
showed many similarities and overlapping. They have
informed and complimented each other. As was the case
for the process of the graduation project, at the end of the
research booklet these interconnections will be reflected on.

For the making of this research book, digitally copying and
overwriting the handwritten notes and drawings seemed
a duplication of efforts. Even more, it would nullify the
authentic expression of the handwritten notes. Instead, a
choice was made to code the notes and drawings per theme.
Not alphabetically, nor in chapters; the various themes are
coded in colors and highlighted per page.
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Man has a prejudice against himself: anything which is a
product of his mind seems to him to be unreal or comparatively
insignificant. We are satisfied only when we fancy ourselves
surrounded by objects and laws independent of our nature.

George Santayana






Introduction

This booklet presents the research I've conducted during the
Urban Architecture Graduation Studio. The research is bundled in
a journal I kept during the first semester of this graduation year.
Gradually, this journal evolved into a reference book, which I've
consulted frequently during the a phase in the second semester.

At first, during my quest for a defined research question, I touched
upon many subjects. As such, the research was rather fragmented;
the journal roughly covers four themes: Heterotopia, How do we
(want to) live together, City-Nature Dichotomy and Sequence of
Spaces. However, in retrospect the seemingly fragmented studies
showed many similarities and overlapping. They have informed
and complimented each other. As was the case for the process of
my graduation project, only at the end of this research booklet will
I reflect and highlight these interconnections.

For the making of this research book, digitally copying and
overwriting the handwritten notes and drawings seemed a
duplication of efforts. Even more, it would nullify the authentic
expression of the handwritten notes. Instead, I chose to code the
notes and drawings per theme. Not alphabetically, nor in chapters;
the various themes are coded in colors and highlighted per page.



. Heterotopia

This term was first coined by Michel Foucault in his lecture ‘of other
spaces’: Heterotopia are understood as counterspaces, or effective
utopias in which all ‘real spaces are simultaniously represented,
contested and inverted: places functioning outside everyday logics,
according to their own rules, in which people find themselves in
‘a sort of absolute break with time’. The conception of Heterotopia
was introduced to the studio during the P1 phase, as an initial
research topic intended to extend our understanding of the La
Friche Josaphat site. As [ experienced La Friche Josaphat as a sort
vacuum in time and space, I would argue La Friche Josaphat can be
understood as a heterotopos too.

. How do we (want to) live together?

This question was posed to me for the first time in the book
Operatie Wooncodperatie by Arie Lengkeek and Peter Kuenzli. They
questioned the durability of the social, financial and management
structures within the housing market and pose new - or in fact very
old ways of ‘living together’ along the lines of the commons; the
idea that resources belong to, and affect a community. Our visits
to housing cooperatives in Geneva during the studio excursion
have contributed greatly to the practicalities of living together as
neighbors as a result of these new forms of housing.



. City-Nature Dichotomy

The dichotomy of City and Nature - as much as the Culture-Nature
and Urban-Rural polarities - was an evident theme with regards to
this years studio site: La Friche Josaphat, an ecological sanctuary
surrounded by (yet nearly hermetically sealed off from) the city
of Brussels. This dichotomy is a popular methodology in spatial
research to distinguish and hence ‘undertstand’ our surroundings.
However, one may question whether this binary thinking is still
a relevant and fruitful means of doing research, as the borders
between contemporary metropolitan landscapes seem to blur with
their hinterlands.

. Sequence of Spaces

My interest into the theme of Sequence of Spaces was primarily
stirred during our first visit to La Friche Josaphat. As the
atmosphere of La Friche Josaphat was so distinct from the turmoil
of the city in the distance, the trespassing of the border between
those two world was inevitably a somewhat surreal experience too.
It made me believe the design of the border conditions of this site
could well be used as a design tool to manipulate this experience.
Accordingly, I did thorough research into the qualities of spaces of
transition. Hence Gorden Cullen’s Concise Townscape was a great
source of inspiration.
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Reflection

As suggested in the introduction, only in retrospect have I
understood that the discussed research topics in fact hold many
similarities and even overlap. In this reflection, I will try to explain
how these seemingly fragmented research topics are not as distinct,
autonomous and independent as they may seem.

For example, the conception of commoning as a new means of
‘living together’ and the theme of Heterotopia both spring from
an approach or feeling of ‘otherness’, of ‘doing it differently’: The
authors of Operatie Wooncooperatie suggest alternative ways
of understanding and managing the housing market, breaking
with traditional ways of developing housing, living together and
treating our surroundings. Similarly, Heterotopia are though of
as ‘other spaces’ in which all ‘real’ - or conventional - spaces are
simultaneously represented, contested and inverted.



In addition, there’s a strong relation between the spatiality of
heterotopia and the Sequence of Spaces research. For example, this
duality from which heterotopia stem, imposes conditions on the
spatiality of their borderscapes: The accessing of counter spaces
such as La Friche Josaphat naturally comes with a somewhat surreal
feeling of transcendence, an experience which can be manipulated
by the design of these moments of access. This experience is rather
gradual than instant, which suggests these moments of access are
gradual too - they have a depth - rather than being one-dimensional
nodes. As such, the research into the experiential qualities and
characteristics of sequences of spaces - e.g. on montage and serial
vision - greatly inspired the design of these borderscapes, on a
masterplan scale as much as on an architectural scale.



The parallel between the dualities from which the heterotopia
stem and the City-Nature dichotomy is perhaps more evident.
Both sprout from a contraction, a contrast. In retrospect, perhaps
this contrast is not primarily spatial, but particularly theoretical:
Are the City and Nature truly ‘real’ distinct entities? Are they the
only two flavors available in our understanding of the (un)built
environment? Likewise, who is to decide what places operate as a
heterotopia and what spaces are then the ‘real’ spaces? Who is to
decide where the heterotopos begins and ends?



Lastly, the research topics of how we wish to live together and the
City-Nature-dichotomy prove to go hand in hand. After researching
the former,; I was firmly convinced our recalibration of how we live
together with one another shouldn’t be limited to our coexistence
with the human other. The studio, as much as advocates of the
commons principle, argue that our changing stance towards our
surroundings should include our relation with other animals and
for example urban green sites such as La Friche Josaphat: How
should we change our attitudes, habits, believes in order to co-exist
with vulnerable ecologies in a durable way? These questions are
as relevant to the resident-us as much as they are to designers,
planners and policy makers. They should evaluate and reconsider
existing logics, knowledge and methodologies, like the urban-rural,
culture-nature and human-nature binaries, which are deeply rooted
in the fields of research, policy-making, planning and designing.
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