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FROM THE DESIRE OF THE CITY TO THE CITY OF DESIRE









Property transfer declaration form used in antiparochi. 2006.







To what extent is the notion of desire related to urban processes that 
make the neighbourhood?

How is the analysis of structures and operations of a specific ecology 
leading to a transition in the perception of its production, from a process 
that reproduces urban subjects, to a process that generates new ones?





Athens 12.2018

general

urban life: private/ communal/ public space

12 years, since 2006. It used to farm-
land here. The apartment block was built 
together with the metro with antiparo-
chi. The plot owner is our neighbor now.

From Kypseli (another neighbourhood of 
Athens).

We wanted to buy a new house with my 
husband and this was a good opportuni-
ty, just built and close to my mother in 
law.

It is close to my mother in law, there 
is metro and the neighbourhood is newly 
built.

Own 

I spend time with the kids and their 
activities. I don’t have free time for 
myself.

Very good and some of them more person-
al, where we trust and help each other.

There are general meetings in the en-
trance lobby, at least once per year.

I know that there is the 4th municipal 

1. For how many years have you been liv-
ing in this area?

2. Where do you come from?

3. Why did you leave to come here?

4. Why did you choose this area?

5. Do you own or rent the apartment?

6. How/ where do you spend your free 
time?

7. Can you describe the relationship and 
contact with your neighbours?

8. Do you meet often with people from 
the building in order to discuss or make 
decisions about the building? Where do 
you meet?

9. Do you meet often with people from 

Kalliopi, 45, civil servant 10

space/ participation

community of residents but I don’t take 
part. I have heard that the cafes of the 
neighbourhood, mostly in the past but it 
still happens, they function as places 
for finding a job. People go there, so-
cialise and find jobs in the neighbour-
hood, by word of mouth.

The playground of Triton and the Tritsi 
park. But the park is not clean, there 
is no ward or sufficient lighting. Nor 
do I take my kids to the playground 
because it is full of Albanians. They 
came in the 70s and now they are count-
less. They work as builders and house-
keepers mainly. They go all together 
to the playground, which is small, and 
stay there all day. I feel like there 
is no space for us. I take my kids to 
the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural 
Center.

More green, place for walking. Recycle 
bins, better lighting, more nightlife, I 
mean restaurants and bars.

I like the urban environment of Athens, 
I wouldn’t change that. I wouldn’t want 
to live in a rural area, I don’t like 
the closed environment, I prefer the 
anonymity of the city. However, I would 
like to live in a town house in the 
center of Athens instead of an apart-
ment, to have my own garden.

The Saint Ioannis Theologos chapel in 
Amfiaraou street. I think something nice 
could happen there.

the neighbourhood in order to discuss or 
make decisions about the neighbourhood? 
Where do you meet?

10. Which are the public/ communal space 
in the neighbourhood? Do you use them? 
Do you go somewhere else?

11. What would you change in the neigh-
bourhood?

12. How do you imagine the ideal neigh-
bourhood? Where would you like to live 
ideally?

13. Which spaces are unused in the 
neighbourhood?



7. Seed: Sum of all
previous qualities

6. Fruit: Expansion
5. Sexual organs:
Contraction

3. Calyx: Contraction
(stem contracts towards calyx)

4. Corolla: Expansion)

2. Stem: Expansion

Cotyledons: Duality
appears

1. Seed:  Contraction

Goethe’s Essential Plant: Essential features described in terms of potentials.
Reiser and Umemoto (2006). Illustration by Wilhelm Troll (1837). 



Medusae. Ernst Haeckel (1879-1881).



Grocery store, Sepolia, Athens (2018). Aghios Meletis square, Sepolia, Athens (2018). 



Wor(th)ship, Athens. Tassos Vrettos (2015-2016).











































































“Once it is no longer the goal of the architect to be the artist of 
built forms but to offer his services in revealing the virtual desires of 
spaces, places, trajectories and territories, he will have to undertake 
the analysis of the relations of individual and collective corporeality 
by constantly singularising his approach. Moreover, he will have to 
become an intercessor between these desires, brought to light, and 
the interests that they thwart. In other words, he will have to become 
an artist and an artisan of sensible and relational lived experience.”

(Guattari, 1989, 232)
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