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CHICAGO HEAT WAVE ‘95
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A group of kids uses a fire hydrant to cool down in the heat and humidity of Chicago on July 14, 1995. Temperatures neared 100 degrees for the
second straight day. https://wwwwbez.org/reset-with-sasha-ann-simons/2025/07/10/a-first-responder-resident-and-journalist-remember-the-
1995-heat-wave

A body being loaded in to an emergency refrigerated trailer outside the Cook County Medical Examiner’s office. From Patrick
Murfin (2020), https://patrickmurfin.blogspot.com/2020/07/1995-chicago-heat-wavevictims-of-racism.html



HIGH MORTALITY:

LOW INCOME NEIGHBOURHOODS

1995 Chicago “Heat Death” Map

1. Rogers Park 40 Washington Park

2 West Ridge 41. Hyde Park

3 Uptown 42 Woodiawn

4. Lincoln Square 43. South Shore

5 Morth Center 44 Chatham

6 Lakeview 45. Avalon Park

7 Lincoin Park 46. South Chicago

8. Mear North Side 47 Bumside

9 Edson Park 48 Calumet Heights

10. Norwood Park 43 Roseland

11. JeMferson Park 50 Puman

12 Forest Green 51. South Deering

13. North Park 52 East Side

14 Albany Park 53 West Puliman

15. Portage Park 54, Riverdale

18. Inving Park Hegewisch

17. Dunning 56 Garfied Ridge

18. Montciair 57 Archer Heights

19. Beimont Cragin 58 Brghton Park

20. Hermesa 59. McKinley Park

21. Avondale Briogeport
Logan Square 61. New City

23. Humboldt Park 62 West Elsdon

24 West Town 63 Gage Park

25. Austin 84. Clearing

26 Wes! Garfield Park 65, West Lawn

27 EastGarfield Park 66 Chicago Lawn

28 Near West Side 67, West Englewood

29, North Lawndale Englawood

30 South Lawndale 69 Greater Grand Crossing

31. Lower West Sde T0 Ashbum

32. Loop 71. Auburn Gresham

33. Near South Side. 72 Beverly

34, Amour Square . Heights

35. Douglas T4 Mount Greenwood

36. Oakland 75. Morgan Park

37. Fuller Park 76 O'Hare

38, 77 Edg

33 Kenwood
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[ Highest heat related desth rates
@ Highest percentage of persons below poverty level

Chicago Heat Death Map. Reprinted from “Slow-Motion Disaster and Extreme Weather: Five Questions for Judith Helfand” (Edge Effects, 2021)



HIGH MORTALITY:
LONELY NEIGHBOURHOODS

“Bombed Out”: an empty lot in the residential area in North Lawndale. From Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the
Decline of Civic Life, by E. Klinenberg, 2018, Crown



HEAT VULNERABILITY
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HEAT RESILIENCE

‘thermal commoning’



THERMAL COMMONING




THERMAL COMMONING
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A family relaxes in the yard on a hot day. From Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure Can Help Fight Sleeping outdoors during the heat wave, 1964. From Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastruc-
Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life, by E. Klinenberg, 2018, Crown ture Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life, by E. Klinenberg, 2018,
Crown



RESEARCH QUESTION

How can an architectural intervention promote
thermal commoning in a neighbourhood
experiencing heat vulnerability?



MADRID

Anomalies and extremes in surface air temperature in summer 2025
Data: ERA5 (1979-2025) - Reference period: 1991-2020 * Credit: C3S/ECMWF
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https://climate.copernicus.eu/european-summer-2025-hot-west-and-south-dry-southeast
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MADRID

Spain feels the heat, with Madrid World
Cup fan zone cancelled

By Trevor Stynes — T
Aa | <
June 20, 2026 5:34 PM GMT+2 - Updated June 20, 2026 ‘ [:] ‘ ‘ 4 <

Soccer Football - FIFA World Cup 2026 - Group H - Spain v Cape Verde - Fans gather in Madrid - Plaza de Colon, Madrid, Spain - June 15,
2026 Spain fans react as they watch the match REUTERS/Mohammed Salem Purchase Licensing Rights [7

https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/spain-feels-heat-with-madrid-world-cup-fan-zone-cancelled-2026-06-20/
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MADRID

When temperatures soar in Madrid, Spain, the Circulo de Bellas Artes cultural centre is turned into a climate shelter where people can rest in
hammocks to escape the heat. “From Climate shelters aim to save lives during urban heatwaves” (Dialogue Earth, 2025).
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MADRID

Three people take refuge in a mall in the San Blas neighborhood in the east of Madrid. From “The climate refugees in Madrid’s shopping malls:
‘They stay there all day because it's cool” (El Pais, 2021).
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PRADOLONGO

Google Earth (2026)
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HEAT VULNERABILITY
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social
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DESIGN CONCEPT
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STREETS
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STREETS
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PATIOS
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PATIOS
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PATIOS
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AMENITIES
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AMENITIES
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AMENITIES
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AMENITIES
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BUILDINGS
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BUILDINGS
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BUILDINGS
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THE PUBLIC COURTYARD
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OPENNESS
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FROM PUBLIC TO PRIVATE
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THE COOL PATIO




FOLLOWING SHADOW
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APPRECIATED THROUGHOUT THE DAY




SHADING ONLY WHEN NEEDED
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PAVILION FOR RESIDENTS
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SHARED COOLING
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