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Practices of spatial (and social) jus-
tice depend on our rights as citizens, 
and those rights are under threat in 

an increasingly polarised and authoritarian 
world. Authoritarianism may be easy to spot in 
a non-Western, non-democratic context but it 
exists, too, in the West in the form of Sur-
veillance Capitalism, where wealthy, powerful 
corporations operating with little regulatory 
oversight are making decisions that affect our 
lives, work, and well-being.
This paper will discuss contemporary con-

ceptualisations of spatial justice, beginning 
with an exploration of the damage being done to 
procedural justice when our rights are eroded 
by ‘black-box’ algorithms which replace hu-
man relationships so that certainty can re-
place trust. The paper will specifically address 
points 4 and 6: ‘evaluation of policy interven-
tions and their impact on spatial justice’ and 
‘challenges and opportunities in implementing 
spatial justice benchmarks’ in order to relate 
them to distributive justice to show how fair 
and equitable distribution of the burdens and 
benefits of human association are being tilted 
in favour of social media companies through the 
unprecedented asymmetries in knowledge and pow-
er that accrues through their knowledge of us. 
As Shoshana Zuboff says in The Age of Surveil-
lance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future 
at the New Frontier of Power (2019), ‘surveil-
lance capitalists know everything about us, 
whereas their operations are designed to be un-
knowable to us. They accumulate vast domains of 
new knowledge from us, but not for us’ (italics 
in original). By examing social media’s busi-
ness model we can see how it sacrifices truth to 
profit, leading to the ‘post-truth’ world we now 
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inhabit, where ‘alternative facts’ or ‘lived 
experience’ make truth in public discourse 
seem, not just relative, but up for grabs; 
where strength of conviction seems to count 
more than any objective assessment of reality.
Using Michel Foucault’s theories of power 

relations to explain the mechanisms of surveil-
lance capitalism, I show how we, as consumers, 
eagerly insert ourselves into the apparatuses 
of social media and, as a result, render up our 
information for others’ use and profit. This 
latest incarnation of Foucault’s concept of 
‘bio-power’ revives Karl Marx’s nineteenth-cen-
tury image of capitalism as a vampire feeding 
on labour, only in the twenty-first century, 
‘instead of labour, it is feeding on every 
aspect of every human’s experience’ (Zuboff 
2019).
The paper ends, however, with a note of hope 

because it argues that we will always be able 
to have agency as citizens, provided we use 
that agency and not allow ourselves fritter it 
away simply because we want to be entertained. 
We need to practice our citizenship; it is an 
active thing. The theoretical explorations in 
this paper will help inform us about the spa-
tial and social practices of justice. By help-
ing us understand what is going on, and the 
dangers we currently face (as well as high-
lighting the effects these dangers are already 
having on our lives) we will be better able 
to prepare ourselves to deal with them in the 
future.
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