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Global Trends Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Global Trends Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Global Trends Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

As of 2023, the world counts
4.6 billion urban dwellers, of

which 1.12 billion people are
000000000000000000O0OCOCBOCGOOCOOOOS

0000000000000000000000CCCROCOCFOCD informal urban dwe"ers'

0000000000000000000000000000 . Informal urban dwellers
0000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000O0OCGOCGOCGOOOOOOTO . Formal urban dwellers
000000000000000000000000000O0
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Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

As of 2023, the world counts
4.6 billion urban dwellers, of

which 1.12 billion people are
informal urban dwellers.
This is expected to increase to

7.1 billionurban dwellers, of
which 3.1 billion people are

informal urban dwellers, in2050.
(UN, 2023; World Bank, 2024a)

. Informal urban dwellers

. Formal urban dwellers



Global Trends Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

IS INFORMALITY A PROBLEM?
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Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Problem Statement

Iyustices dispropoc-
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western krowledge
System = basedl on
colonial £harmful
neo-liberad
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Spatial inustices in
the EXTREME case

- wroan m{ommnj

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Problem Statement

Inustices dispropoc-
tionately affeck

TIndi 5 communities
as Westerh knowledge
system excludes
Indligenous knowledge
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Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Problem Statement Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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HOW CAN URBAN PLANNING PRACTICES BE
REIMAGINED THROUGH CRITICAL REFLEXIVITY AND
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE TO ADVANCE SPATIAL
JUSTICE IN POSTCOLONIAL CONTEXTS SUCH AS
OLDFADAMA, ACCRA, AND MOVE TOWARDS A
DECOLONIAL PLANNING PRACTICE?






Positionality Statement Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Spivak encourages us to ask such questions. She underlines how our
discursive constructions are intimately linked to our positioning (socioeconomic,
gendered, cultural, geographic, historical, institutional), and therefore demands a
heightened selt-reflexivity that sometimes even those ‘critical’ development
analysts among us can fail to live up to.

But Spivak is quick to examine the other side of the equation. She reproaches
Western researchers/academics for sometimes too easily distancing themselves
from postcoloniality by uncritically situating the native informant as authentic
and exotic ‘insider’: they say ““OK, sorry, we are just very good white people,
therefore we do not speak for the blacks.” That’s the kind of breast-beating that
is left behind at the threshold and then business goes on as usual’ (1990a: 121).
By placing themselves as ‘outsiders’, they duck their own complicity in
North—South politics, often hiding behind naiveté or lack of expertise, all the
while congratulating themselves as the ‘saviors of marginality” (1993: 61).

Source: Kapoor, 2006
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Theoretical Framework Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Starting point

UNJUST BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND UNILATERAL PLANNING
METHODOLOGY

OVERARCHING ETHICAL AND THEORETICAL POSITIONING

The Right to the Spatial Justice o
City Theory Decoloniality
H. Lefebvre, D. Harvey E. Soja, D. Harvey R. Vazquez

J.Boersma
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Theoretical Framework

Starting point

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

UNJUST BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND UNILATERAL PLANNING
METHODOLOGY

OVERARCHING ETHICAL AND THEORETICAL POSITIONING

The Right to the Spatial Justice o
City Theory Decoloniality
H. Lefebvre, D. Harvey E. Soja, D. Harvey R. Vazquez

Theory

Concept

an

1) Exposing UNDERSTANDING COLINIALISM AND NEOLIBERALISM IN URBAN PLANNING

Western and
Indigenous
Knowledge Systems
A. Moreton-Robinson, C.
Ellis, J. Briggs, J.
Sharp, |. Kapoor

Urban Informality

M. Davis, S. McCartney,
S. Krishnamurthy

J.Boersma
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I Understanding of the

| societal structures and
subsequent shortcomings
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Theoretical Framework Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Starting point

UNJUST BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND UNILATERAL PLANNING
METHODOLOGY

OVERARCHING ETHICAL AND THEORETICAL POSITIONING C]] Theory
| 1
Concept
| | . . 4 ) |
| The Right to the Spatial Justice o |
City Theory Decoloniality
| |
| H. Lefebvre, D. Harvey E. Soja, D. Harvey L R.Vazquez I
| |
| |
1) Exposing UNDERSTANDING COLINIALISM AND NEOLIBERALISM IN URBAN PLANNING
: Western and :
Indigenous " Understanding of the

1 Urban Informality |, societal structures and

’ i ibsequent shortcomings
| A. Moreton-Robinson, C. M. Davis, S. McCartney, | e
| Ellis, J. Briggs, J. S. Krishnamurthy | that shape urban planning
| Sharp, |. Kapoor |
|

2) Proposing | ALTERNATIVE PLANNING EPISTEMOLOGIES o
|
| -
Feminist and .
| Indigenous Autonqmous Value-led design | Overview of avaiable and
A design suitable alternative
Standpoint Theory A. Auzins, U. Chigbu, R. practices to include in

! A Moreton-Robinson A Escobar Rocco, A Thomas, M. | urban planning

| Novas-Ferradés |
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Starting point

UNJUST BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND UNILATERAL PLANNING
METHODOLOGY

OVERARCHING ETHICAL AND THEORETICAL POSITIONING

|

| ) ) . 4 R\
| The Right to the Spatial Justice o

City Theory Decoloniality

|

| H. Lefebure, D. Harvey E. Soja, D. Harvey R.Vazquez

| ~ ,
|

1) Exposing UNDERSTANDING COLINIALISM AND NEOLIBERALISM IN URBAN PLANNING

Western and
Indigenous

Urban Informality

M. Davis, S. McCartney,
S. Krishnamurthy

A. Moreton-Robinson, C.
Ellis, J. Briggs, J.
Sharp, I. Kapoor

2) Proposing ALTERNATIVE PLANNING EPISTEMOLOGIES

. R
Fenymst and Autonomous Value-led design
Indigenous design
Standpoint Theory A Auzins, U. Chigbu, R.
111 A Moreton-Robinson A Escobar Rocco, A. Thomas, M.

| Novas-Ferradas

S\

3) Politicising

Critically Reflexive

Radical Imagination
Research 9

Positionality
M. Attia, J. Edge, A.
Holmes

M. Haiven, A.
Khasnabish

M. Attia, J. Edge, A.
Holmes

Resulting in

TRANSFORMED URBAN PLANNING META-METHODOLOGY
TOWARDS VALUE-LED APPROACHES AND REFLEXIVITY

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Understanding of the
societal structures and
subsequent shortcomings
that shape urban planning

Overview of available and
suitable alternative
practices to include in
urban planning

Embed theoretical
learnings into an
applicable methodology

24



HOW CAN URBAN PLANNING PRACTICES BE
REIMAGINED THROUGH CRITICAL REFLEXIVITY AND
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE TO ADVANCE SPATIAL
JUSTICE IN POSTCOLONIAL CONTEXTS SUCH AS
OLDFADAMA, ACCRA, AND MOVE TOWARDS A
DECOLONIAL PLANNING PRACTICE?



Case Study Location Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Africa Ghana

“Accra

‘Accra inner city

J.Boersma 26
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Case Study Location Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Africa Ghana

Agbogbloshie yam market
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Case Study Location Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

31.4 hectares
90,000-152,000 people



Fieldwork

Housing

Economy

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

J.Boersma
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Stakeholder Analysis Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

i Low concern and involvement Residents of Old Fadama P1
: Medium concern and involvement Local Businesses in IP2
repair/recycling industry
High concern and involvement Citizens of Accra FP1
Citizens of Ghana FP2
Prospective developers FP3
National government and P1
LUPSA
Public Civic District municipality and P2
RSPC
Accra Metropolitan Assembly | P3
and DPU
United Nations P4
OFADA IC1
GHAFUP IC2
PD FC1
Amnesty International FC2
Environmental organisations | FC3

Opponent High power

x

# Medium power

! Low power
Fence sitter
Relationships:
<—> Support

<----> Conflict
Co-exist

———————— Untapped
. Proponent otential
Private s P
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OUTCOMES

1. Reflections for the decolonial planner



Outcomes - Reflections for the Decolonial Planner Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

0=
of 1heg -
Oppressed

Designs e
Pluriverse

Source: Paulo Freire, 1970 Source: Escobar, 2018

\ / Source: Moreton-Robinson, 2013

Reflection for the decolonial planner

Source: Attia and Edge, 2017
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Outcomes - Reflections for the Decolonial Planner Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

META-METHODOLOGY

methods
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SIX REFLECTIONS FOR THE DECOLONIAL PLANNER

1.

Decolonial planning is

a meta-methodology;

a moral commitment

to rectifying structural
injustices in the built
environment and society;



SIX REFLECTIONS FOR THE DECOLONIAL PLANNER

1. 2.

Decolonial planning is Western-born and

a meta-methodology; Western-educated

a moral commitment planners cannot fully
to rectifying structural comprehend non-
injustices in the built Western knowledge

environment and society; systems and worldviews,
or all dynamics of
systemic oppression by
the Western knowledge
system,
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1. 2. 3.

Decolonial planning is Western-born and Situated, embodied, and
a meta-methodology; Western-educated experienced knowledge
a moral commitment planners cannot fully should be central in the
to rectifying structural comprehend non- planning process;

injustices in the built Western knowledge

environment and society; systems and worldviews,
or all dynamics of
systemic oppression by
the Western knowledge
system,
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1. 2. 3. 4.

Decolonial planning is Western-born and Situated, embodied, and  Critical self-reflexivity

a meta-methodology; Western-educated experienced knowledge should be a core planning
a moral commitment planners cannot fully should be central inthe  activity for Western
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environment and society; systems and worldviews,
or all dynamics of
systemic oppression by
the Western knowledge
system,



SIX REFLECTIONS FOR THE DECOLONIAL PLANNER

1.

Decolonial planning is

a meta-methodology;

a moral commitment

to rectifying structural
injustices in the built
environment and society;

2.

Western-born and
Western-educated
planners cannot fully
comprehend non-
Western knowledge
systems and worldviews,
or all dynamics of
systemic oppression by
the Western knowledge
system,

3.

Situated, embodied, and
experienced knowledge
should be central in the
planning process;

4. 5.

Critical self-reflexivity Decolonial planning
should be a core planning needs to be autonomous
activity for Western planning;

planners in non-Western

contexts;



SIX REFLECTIONS FOR THE DECOLONIAL PLANNER

1.

Decolonial planning is

a meta-methodology;

a moral commitment

to rectifying structural
injustices in the built
environment and society;

2.

Western-born and
Western-educated
planners cannot fully
comprehend non-
Western knowledge
systems and worldviews,
or all dynamics of
systemic oppression by
the Western knowledge
system,

3. 4. 5.

Situated, embodied, and  Critical self-reflexivity Decolonial planning
experienced knowledge should be a core planning needs to be autonomous
should be central inthe  activity for Western planning;
planning process; planners in non-Western

contexts;

6.

To not engage in
decolonial planning, and
therefore to practice
Western planning, in
non-Western contexts will
always lead to reinforcing
colonial and neoliberal
dynamics of exclusion.



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

OUTCOMES

2. Values of Old Fadama
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Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

URBAN INFORMALITY

2
UNPLANNED
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Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

—>
values of

Old Fadama
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THE VALUES OF OLD FADAMA

SELF-ESTABLISHMENT DIVERSITY DIGNITY SOLIDARITY CARE JUSTICE



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

SELF-ESTABLISHMENT '

almost 20 years. Back at home [Northern part
of Ghana] there was a war and due to the war
there was no development, there was no job,
and living in there became very difficult so
we decided to come to Old Fadama. | was a
hairdresser, and | still do hairdressing here.”

- Imani

“[In] 1982, 80s, | came to the market. |

came here very young, | came here to

welder things. | was no more than 12
years. Just a little boy.”

- Ndonbi

J.Boersma



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

J.Boersma

SELF-ESTABLISHMENT

Self-establishment in Old Fadama means taking control and
creating autonomy over one's own life pathways and opportunities.
This includes the motive to move to Old Fadama in the first place,
for increased opportunities in income and accommodation, as well
as the realisation of dwellings and businesses, and the opportunity
to generate income due to the close proximity of Old Fadama to
the Agbogbloshie markets and scrapyard. Self-establishment is

not just an individual value, but also a communal one.

49



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

SOLIDARITY

“We are not being paid and we are
not getting any support from the
government."
- Babu

“We are happy and okay for them [newcomers
in Old Fadama] coming because if their villages
are developed they wouldn't have come to Old
Fadama. Because the place is not developed, that
is why they are coming, so we cannot ask them to
leave, we will always accept them.”

- Babu

J.Boersma



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

SOLIDARITY

Solidarity is the feeling of unity that characterises the local culture
in Old Fadama, based on shared suffering, oppression, and
challenges.

J.Boersma 51



Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Self-establishment

D IVerSIty Living on the second floor to

escape mud, floodwater, and
pollution on the ground

dignity

- -
Dignity

Settlement built in extremely

close proximity to the job

opportunities of the Agbogbloshie
scrapyard

Solidarity

Care
Newly put up borders by the AMA
do not allow sufficient room for
Old Fadama’s current size, or
- further growth
J ustl ce justice
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Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Self-establishment

Diversity

Self-made extentions of the
electricity network and coverage
satellites

dignity, justice

Dignity

Mix of construction materials
between newer and upgraded
dwellings

Solidarity

Storefronts on the street create
diversity

justice, dignity

Community comes together to
manage frequent floods

lidarity, justice

C are Food businesses on the streets
create diversity and community

versity, self-establishment

.
J UStI Ce Dug out gutters for drainage

overflow during the rainy season

justice, dignity
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Outcomes - Understanding Planning in Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Self-establishment

Diversity

Dignity

Old Fadama elementary school
built and run by the community

justice

Solidarity

Care

School meals are prepared for the
students

care

Justice

J.Boersma b4



OUTCOMES

3. Imagining futures for Old Fadama



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

IMAGINING A NEW STORY FOR THE
COMMUNITY LEADERS OF OLD FADAMA

J.Boersma 56



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[Now that the challange of the water is
managed, we can finally build towards
bigger things. Our efforts are not going to
go to waste anymore.]

[We finally have a stable collaboration
and union between the customary
and state organisations in Accra and
Old Fadama. With the support of the
government we can finally realise things.
They finally listen to us, | feel more

respected.]

J.Boersma 57



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[Our settlement is now embedded in
the city of Accra and we have better o AR
. . S Ubyna oA
connections to the rest of the city for e = e
people to go to work, and children to go . — =5
to school. Our connection with the local
State government is better in our work,
but also in the city network.]

OFADA HEADQUARTERS -
T@ [Wu 0
I M

iiE

[Even though we are now better
connected and in collaboration
with the state government, Old
Fadama is still run according to

our principles, our values, and our
culture. It still feels like home.]
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Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[We even have our own
headquarters in the municipal
district of Accra. Here, all different
customary and state governance
agencies are now represented and
working in union. Our people can [Our authority is now accepted
now advocate for ourselves in the and respected. We are not

place where it matters most.] banned to our own settlement
anymore, we are now part of the

city governance system. We are
invited into the rest of the world,
and we are recognised as a
valuable part of society, like we
always knew we were.]




Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama

IMAGINING A NEW STORY FOR THE
MOTHERS OF OLD FADAMA

J.Boersma

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[The streets are cleaner now. We
don't have to worry about the
water, we can meet on the street
and be happy. It is still busy, of
course, but that is how we like it.]

[The streets are way better
organised now. The houses are
better fit for the people. | don't
have to live in the loud busy
streetlife anymore. | can get rest
at home now.]

J.Boersma



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama

[l am happy we protected what is
important in our settlement: the diversity
of the people and the culture right on
the street. We still have our space to
hold important gatherings, but now we
also have distinct furniture where we
can meet, rest and shelter from the sun.
The trees and the bantaba have become
significant and recognisable places for
our community.]

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

e e

i

[The squares hold the opportunity to collect clean
water now. My business in selling water has had to.
change, but | am glad | do not have to worry about the
fridges and creditors anymore. The people are now
happier to invest in Old Fadama and they can build up
a life. My new business in recycled furniture is doing
really well ]



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[ now have a proper stall in the market building
for my hairdressing business. The markets have
become much safer, there are less accidents
because we don't have as many floods anymore
and the roads are now paved and separate.
More people from outside Old Fadama are now
even coming to this market. | feel happy Old
Fadama and Agbogbloshie get the recognition

we deserve. We truly matter in the city now.]

J.Boersma



Outcomes - Imagining Futures for Old Fadama

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

[There are many more services

available for us in Old Fadama now. S
Mothers can bring their young - - S GH

children to daycare right next to the

'iﬁ'@?ﬂﬂe ;,n 1 et 1
markets when they go to work for 2 ; é\(— e 4

- i
their businesses. And my older kids \ ‘1]' { g
I s

can go to senior high here now. | | IR
AGBOGBLOSHIE

am so happy my kids can now stay
in a safe and healthy place with EDULATION £ENTRE DRYCARE
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OUTCOMES

4. Embodied reflection



Embodied Reflection Tapestry

J.Boersma

) ) Embodied research methods are a form of data
production wherein participants engage in the research through bodily movement
and then verbally reflect on the experiences generated by the bodily engagement
(Thanem & Knights, 2019). In this paper, we call this procedure embodied reflec-
tion. Following Gray and Kontos (2015), we regard performance as a form of arts-
based embodied inquiry that is based on creative movement.

Source: Martikainen et al., 2021

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning
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Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

Embodied Reflection Tapestry

67
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HOW CAN URBAN PLANNING PRACTICES BE
REIMAGINED THROUGH CRITICAL REFLEXIVITY AND
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE TO ADVANCE SPATIAL
JUSTICE IN POSTCOLONIAL CONTEXTS SUCH AS
OLDFADAMA, ACCRA, AND MOVE TOWARDS A
DECOLONIAL PLANNING PRACTICE?



Main Research Question

1. PLANNING NEEDS TO

BE REIMAGINED AS A
PRACTICE WITH INHERENT
POWER THROUGH WHICH
PRACTITIONERS CAN

DO HARM AND GOOD
SIMULTANEOUSLY AND
UNKNOWINGLY.

J.Boersma

2. PLANNING NEEDS TO BE
REIMAGINED AS A RADICALLY
SITUATED PRACTICE.

Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

3. PLANNING NEEDS TO BE
REIMAGINED AS A VALUE-LED
PROCESS.

70



Discussion Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

SOME REMAINING QUESTIONS..?

J.Boersma 71



Reflections Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

VhoamIt ig?

Who am I tosaye——

Who am I..?

Who am I.?

Who am T..2 ¥eo am L7 Vho am L2 O
Voo am 1.2 O
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Thank You Unlearning the Coloniality of Planning

THANK YOU.
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