
1. Interior village space 

2. Facades and functions 

3. Shops 

4. Informal roadsystem 
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1. Motorway 

2. Regional road 

3. Highground road 

4. Ridge road 

5. Perpendicular road
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Direction of Dongguang city

1. Villlage in expansion phases 

2. Water 

3. Lychee trees 

4. Horticulture 

5. Hills 

6. Village owned industry 

7. Private industry 

8. Main roads 

9. Highway connection 
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Because of a failure to recognize 
the stepping-stone role of the 
villages for the migrants, the 
informally organized urban 
villages are not integrated into the 
urban structure of the municipal 
plan. In order to address this 
question the first section aims to 
develop a framework in order to 
understand and describe informal 
development in Shenzhen. The 
spatial research translates this 
framework into spatial language. 
The final section the spatial is 
used as the basis for a number of 
strategies.  Informal development 
is not a singular development, but 
can be understood from different 
perspectives. The poverty, legal, 
cultural and dualistic perspective 
coexists next to each other. The 
perspectives on informality inform 
the main stakeholders and by 
their decisions they shape the 
development of the village. As 
the village transforms, so does 
the floating population as they 
become urbanites. Informal 
development will go through 
a fixed set of phases in which 
informal economic opportunity will 
firstly increase and then decrease 
again. the goal is to achieve an 
situation in which integration is 
optimal. Existing approaches 
combine different elements of 
informality. The Chinese approach 
has failed to deal with multiple 
aspects of informality and thus 
deliver a comprehensive approach 
to integrate informal development 
The informal development in 
Shenzhen can be viewed from 
different theoretical perspectives. 
Each perspective reveals different 
elements to be of importance 
to the inclusion of migrants and 
integration of the village. The 
informal network is historically 
grown under the impact of the 
landscape, Chinese perception of 
the build environment and informal 
growth. Through the informal 
growth process, an ‘interior’ space 
was created between different 
neighborhoods that act as the 
main urban space of the village.  
The ability of the informal network 
to include migrants differs. The 
integrative quality of the village 
can be described in terms of its 
embeddedness in the regional 
structure and the quality of the 
interior space. The quality of this 
space can be described in terms 
of the surrounding fabric, the 
edge and the functions. When 
the empirical data from the 
spatial research is applied to the 
theoretical framework, the villages 
in Guangming can be categorized 
in five different developmental 
stages. The spatial distribution of 
the different village types follows a 
logic that can be explained using 
the informative framework. The 
five village types form the basis 
for the regional development 
proposal. The current interaction 
between informal and formal 
process creates an undesirable 
path towards decline of informal 
opportunities in the villages. Based 
on the five village types and the 
historic sequence of networks, 
a integrative carrying structure 
is proposed for the region. This 
structure has five layers which 
are discussed separately. Each 
stage is differently located in the 
territory and requires different 
formal and informal interventions 
to optimize the social inclusion of 
the migrants.

Cultivation of the urban village

a research in the spatial integration and soci0-economic upgrading of migrants in informal settlements in Shenzhen, China
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Opportunities created by 

interventions from regional 

development plan 

1. Leisure in parcs and 

tourism 

2. Metro 

3. Commercial formal housing 

4. New markets 

5. Existing markets 

6. New industrial development 

7. Horticultural lands 

8. High-speed train station 
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The urban vilage 
construct. The 
settlements in the 
Guangming district are 
perceived as isolated 
incidents and not 
viewed as part of a 
socio-economic and 
spatial system.

The alternative 
proposal that is argued 
for in this research. Not 
the implementation of 
a uniform grid, but the 
slow transformation 
and adaptation of the 
existing, informally 
grown network.
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In the exisiting situation 
in Guangming an largly 
informally system has 
grown to cover the 
Guangming territory. 
This system consists 
of different functional 
areas and a network 
that connects these 
areas. This functioning 
of the system is 
essential for the socio-
economic integration of 
the migrant population.

The newtown construct. 
Because the village are 
percieved to be isolated 
non-urban incidents, 
the government 
can propose a 
new superimposed 
masterplan.

Guangming

Bao’an

Nanshan

Futian

Louhu

Yantian

Hong Kong special administrative region

Dongguan municipality

Government 
proposal

Alternative 
proposal

Existing situation Spatial design Village specific approach

Analysis of existing informal system




