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Recent advances in MRI

In this review we explore the recent developments in the use of Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) for
studying granular flows. While MRI has been a valuable tool in this field for the past 40 years, recent
advances in imaging hardware, reconstruction software and particles synthesis have significantly
enhanced its capabilities. This article provides an overview of the current challenges of MRI and progress
in the field of granular media, and gives a perspective of the possible future developments in the field.

© 2023 Chinese Society of Particuology and Institute of Process Engineering, Chinese Academy of

Sciences. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

1. Introduction

Granular materials are widely encountered in natural and in-
dustrial contexts. Despite being widespread, we do not fully un-
derstand the material and flowing properties of granular systems. A
key reason for this knowledge gap is the diversity of states in which
these systems exist. Granular materials can exist in solid-like states
such as soils, fluid-like states such as emptying through a silo and
gas-like states such as pyroclastic flows. All these macroscale
characteristics are governed by the interactions between individual
grains that constitute the bulk material. The nature of the in-
teractions between grains varies according to the size distribution,
shape, and composition of the grains as well as the presence of
interstitial fluid.

Building an understanding of granular materials requires
detailed measurements of location, orientation, motion, and forces
experienced by grains. Imaging is a useful method because it allows
for information associated with many particles to be collected
simultaneously. Optical imaging is limited to pseudo-2D systems
because of the opacity of granular packings, even when individual
grains are transparent. Thus, noninvasive imaging technology is
required for acquiring detailed measurements of 3D granular
systems.

* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: w.j.hogendoorn@tudelft.nl (W. Hogendoorn).
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Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) is a noninvasive, 3D imaging
modality that has been used for studying granular systems for the
past 40 years. MRI is unique in being able to encode images with
information about the velocity distribution, temperature and
chemical composition. For this reason, it continues to be an
important imaging tool to complement radiation-based methods
that offer higher resolution and larger fields of view. Several re-
views of MRI experiments on granular materials have been written
during this period (Bonn et al., 2008; Fukushima, 1999; Kawaguchi,
2010), the most recent of which — to the authors’ knowledge —
was performed by Stannarius (2017). In addition to imaging of
granular flows, MRI has been implemented extensively across
various research fields, such as fluid mechanics and rheology
(Coussot, 2020; Elkins & Alley, 2007), cardiovascular flows (Soulat,
McCarthy, & Markl, 2020), and imaging in multiphase and granular
materials (Gladden & Sederman, 2013). There have been many
recent exciting developments in this area that demonstrate the
usefulness of MRI as a tool for validating granular flow models and
studying multiphase flows. Furthermore, progress in imaging
hardware, reconstruction software, and experimental protocols has
improved the MRI technique in the areas of time-resolved imaging
and quantitative measurements. This review provides a brief
summary of recent advances in MRI of granular flows since the
mid-2010s to the present day. In particular, this review focuses on
different studies and applications as compared to the scientific
problems discussed in the review provided by Stannarius (2017).

1674-2001/© 2023 Chinese Society of Particuology and Institute of Process Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article
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Additionally, perspectives on the future of the field is provided,
outlining potential new lines of inquiry.

2. Fundamentals of MRI
2.1. Overview of NMR and MRI

The detailed fundamentals of MRI are well described in various
textbooks (Callaghan, 1993; Brown, Cheng, Haacke, Thompson, &
Venkatesan, 2014), where the latter also provides an overview of
MR pulse sequence design. In the following a concise overview of
the fundamentals underlying MR-based imaging is provided.

Several types of MRI system have been developed over the past
decades. These MRI systems span from small benchtop configura-
tions to human-scale clinical scanners. As each of these systems has
its strengths and weaknesses, a summary of the performance of
each category is provided in Table 1. A diagram of the main system
components is shown by Fig. 1. All systems have these basic com-
ponents in common (Webb, 2016):

(1) Main magnetic field (Bp) to polarise the sample. High-field
systems (Bp > 1 T) make use of helium-cooled super-
conducting electromagnets. The configurations vary from
dipolar arranged systems to closed bore or cylindrical sys-
tems. Low-field systems typically comprise of an array of
permanent magnets. For these systems the configurations
vary from horseshoe or C-shaped magnets to Halbach arrays.
Additional actively driven shim coil electromagnets (resistive
shims), and/or pieces of soft iron mounted on the inner
surface of the magnet (passive shims) are used to increase
the homogeneity of the main magnetic field — and thus
improve measurement accuracy.

(2) Gradient coils. These coils generate a magnetic field in
addition to the main field that varies linearly across the im-
aging region. These coils enable the spatial encoding of the
MR signal. There are usually three coils, one for each Carte-
sian coordinate axis relative to the direction of the main field.
The coils generally require significant current amplification
and cooling to produce gradients strong enough for imaging
purposes.

(3) RF transmit and receive coils. Transmit coils produce a
magnetic field (B;) orthogonal to the static field that excites
the sample to produce a signal, while receive coils detect this
signal. Systems may comprise of a single transmit/receive RF
coil such as used in microimaging systems, to RF coil arrays

Table 1
Typical specifications for different MRI systems.
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Fig. 1. Schematic of the main components in the usual MRI setup: magnetic field B,
gradient coils, and RF transmit/receive coil.

used for parallel imaging in clinical systems. Nowadays
typically quadrature (or circularly polarized) coils are used,

as they provide v/2 more signal compared to linear receiver
coils.

MR, also known as nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) imaging,
makes use of the nonzero net magnetic moment of nuclei. Common
naturally present isotopes used in MRI include 'H (also referred to
as proton imaging), 13C, 22Na, 2’Al, 3'P, and '?®Xe. When exposed to
a main magnetic field, By, the unpaired nuclear spins of these iso-
topes interact with this external field, resulting in a net magnet-
isation (Mp) within the sample. The characteristic time-scale
related to this (re-)magnetisation is the so-called spin-lattice or
longitudinal relaxation time, T;. Note that T is sample-specific and
therefore can be used as a means of contrast to distinguish between
different materials.

An MR signal is created by a radiofrequency (RF) pulse, tuned to
the Larmor frequency of the sample in the static magnetic field Bp.
This results in a transverse magnetisation component, with an
associated timescale T,. This transverse magnetisation is detected
by the receiver coils and is known as the free induction decay (FID),
shown in Fig. 2(a). The FID is a combination of all of the induced
voltages from the precessing magnetisation elements in the sam-
ple. If there are elements of the magnetisation precessing at
different frequencies, these can be decomposed into a power
spectrum via discrete Fourier transform. The spectral peaks act as
unique identifiers for nuclei in distinct electronic environments,
where the amplitude is related to the relative amount of nuclei
belonging to a functional group. This spectral sensitivity means that

Pre-clinical Clinical

Benchtop Microimaging

Common commercial vendors  Pure devices, Resonint Bruker

(whole systems)
Approx. cost (USD) 104 108
System footprint® (m?) 0.3 15
Field (T) 0.3-0.5 7.0-18.8
Bore orientation Vertical Vertical
Max. sample diameter (m) 0.015 0.03
Typical voxel size (um) 100 50
Max. gradient (T m™1) 0.15 15
Helium loss rate (mL h™1) Nil 13
Max. slew rate (Tm~! s~ 1) 1500 10000
Ref. (Pure Devices GmbH, 2019;

Resonint Ltd, 2022)

(Bruker Corporation, 2023)

Bruker, MR Solutions,
Aspect Imaging

Siemens, Philips, GE Healthcare,
Toshiba, United Imaging, Canon
Medical, Aspect Imaging, Hyperfine

10° >2x 108
25 50
1.0-15.2 1.0-14
Horizontal and Vertical Horizontal
0.07-0.18 0.7

150 1000

1.0 0.200

Nil® Nil®

9000 250

(Bruker Biospin, 2020;
MR Solutions Group Ltd., 2020)

(Zenger, 2014; Hyperfine, Inc., 2023)

¢ Considering magnet, console, and other required infrastructure.
b In case of zero boil-off technique for systems that use cryogens.
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Fig. 2. Schematic representations of (a) a typical NMR excitation pulse sequence, including FID detection and associated NMR spectra, (b) MRI pulse sequence for particle con-
centration imaging, including acquired 2D k-space and the obtained magnitude image, and (c) MRI pulse sequence for velocity mapping, including obtained velocity maps. Particle
concentration and mean velocity maps are adapted with permission from Penn et al. (2018). Copyright 2018 American Chemical Society.

it is possible to run spectrally selective experiments that isolate a
particular material by carefully selecting the nucleus that is studied.

The frequency of the magnetisation, also known as Larmor
frequency, is proportional to the applied magnetic field. Therefore,
spatial localisation can be achieved by adding spatially and
temporally varying magnetic fields to the static magnetic field.
These so called magnetic field imaging gradients are produced by
gradient coils (Fig. 1) and span the imaging k-space as shown by
Fig. 2(b). As a result, the FID turns into a combination of different
precession frequencies that depend on the spatially-varying local
magnetic field. When performing an MRI experiment, signal is
usually sampled and stored in k-space, a mathematical space rep-
resenting spatial frequencies in an MRI image. Fourier transform of
the k-space returns the spectral density of the sample — which
depends on the spin density and signal decay caused by relaxation
— at a given position in space. This spatial domain spectrum is
what is referred to as the image.

2.2. Information obtained with MRI

Due to the unique way NMR data is collected, an image is an
array of complex numbers, each voxel has a magnitude and phase
angle. This wealth of information is used to obtain measurements
of different variables pertinent to granular flows.

2.2.1. Particle volume fraction

Because image intensity scales linearly with spin density, the
particle volume fraction is found from the magnitude of the image
as shown by Fig. 2(b). To ensure that the measurement is quanti-
tative, a By map is needed to account for variations in the B field

20

that may be mistaken for packing variations. A calibration curve is
required to convert the arbitrary units of the image intensity to
volume fraction units. The best results are obtained with an inter-
nal reference that can be used to correct for field drift and tuning
variations (Mehdizad, Fullard, Galvosas, & Holland, 2021).

2.2.2. Mean velocity

Nowadays, the most often used method for average velocity
acquisition is the phase-contrast (PC) method illustrated in
Fig. 2(c). Time-of-flight and spin labelling (or tagging) methods are
rarely used outside specific medical applications owing to lower
resolution and lower accuracy compared to PC MRI (Moser et al.,
2000). In PC MR, contrast in the phase of the image is used to
determine the local mean velocity of the flow. The magnetisation is
dephased by a gradient pulse, the flow is left to evolve during an
observation delay, followed by an opposite gradient pulse that
rephases the magnetisation. For nuclei that have displaced during
the delay, the dephasing and rephasing effects do not cancel out
and a net phase shift proportional to the mean displacement of
nuclei located within the image voxel remains (Gladden &
Sederman, 2013).

2.2.3. Velocity fluctuations

The pulse sequence used in phase contrast velocimetry is
identical to diffusion NMR, which operates on the principle that
phase dispersion caused by diffusing molecules attenuates the
NMR signal. In granular materials, the velocity fluctuations of in-
dividual grains relative to the mean flow produces a similar effect.
The variance of velocity is determined from the signal attenuation.
Interpreting velocity variance is challenging because it depends on
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the observation delay used (Holland, Miiller, Dennis, Gladden, &
Sederman, 2008). It is common to assume that the velocity fluc-
tuations follow a Gaussian distribution. While this assumption
holds well for rapid granular flow, significant errors can be gener-
ated if the distribution of velocity fluctuations is not described
correctly (Schmidt et al., 2021). Therefore, a priori flow information
is required to reliably apply this measurement method. For car-
diovascular flow applications a multipoint phase-contrast method
in combination with a Bayesian analysis provides consistently
lower errors (Binter, Knobloch, Manka, Sigfridsson, & Kozerke,
2013; Dirix, Buoso, Peper, & Kozerke, 2022). Velocity gradients
below the scale of the voxel size also contribute to phase dispersion
and may require a different model for signal attenuation
(Dyverfeldt, Sigfridsson, Kvitting, & Ebbers, 2006). Furthermore,
rotational motion of the granules may also affect the signal atten-
uation and amplify the measured velocity variance (Clarke, Fabich,
Brox, Galvosas, & Holland, 2019). Variations in the mean flow
during the experiment, referred to as the “bubble-like” granular
temperature (Jung, Gidaspow, & Gamwo, 2005), also contribute to
the velocity variance (Miiller et al., 2008). For these reasons, MRI
does not measure the true “particle-like” granular temperature.
Nonetheless, the velocity variance measurements provide deep
insights into spatial and temporal fluctuations in granular systems.

2.2.4. Spectral imaging

NMR spectra can be obtained with spatial localisation using
imaging methods such as single voxel imaging or chemical shift
imaging (CSI). In these instances, spatial localisation is performed,
followed by recording the FID. For CSI, each voxel has an associated
NMR spectrum, which is used to elucidate information about
chemical composition and temperature. Chemical composition
maps can be generated for reacting systems by integrating the
relevant peaks in the measured spectra (Ulpts, Dreher, Klink, &
Thoming, 2015). The main disadvantage with CSI is that k-space
data is acquired one point at a time, which leads to long experiment
times and low image resolution. However, a priori knowledge of the
spectral characteristics can be used to develop reconstruction al-
gorithms to obtain composition maps from rapidly acquired image
data (von Harbou et al., 2015).

2.2.5. Temperature imaging

The aforementioned MRI-based measurement modalities can be
extended with MR Thermography (also referred to as Thermom-
etry), which allows for the measurement of three-dimensional
temperature fields. All existing methods make use of an indirect
measurement approach, where the temperature is inferred from
properties of the sample that can be measured by the MRI system.
These properties include relaxation times contrast, molecular self-
diffusion coefficient, or the resonance frequency of a specific
chemical species (Webb, 2002). Spectroscopic imaging is also
useful for temperature measurements because nuclei in particular
chemical environments have temperature-dependent chemical
shift relative to a reference peak, e.g., ethylene glycol (Gladden
et al, 2010). Among the various thermometry techniques, the
proton resonance frequency (PRF) shift method is the most widely
used method in medical diagnosis interventions, such as high-
intensity focused ultra-sound (HIFU), radiofrequency (RF) hyper-
thermia and RF ablation. The PRF method makes use of the fact that
the chemical shift for 'H nuclei involved in hydrogen bonding
varies linearly with temperature (Hindman, 1966). Therefore, the
local magnetic field deviation is proportional to the local temper-
ature. If the proton resonant frequency is calibrated against the
known temperature, then a magnetic field map can be converted
into a temperature map (Bruschewski, Schmidt, John, Grundmann,
& Schmitter, 2021; Serial et al., 2023; Wlodarczyk et al., 1999).
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2.3. Current challenges for MRI and granular systems

The considerably short-lived signals observed in typical gran-
ular systems often limit the direct applicability of MRI techniques.
In this sense, it is important to consider both the NMR properties of
the granular particles and the MRI pulse sequence used, as they
play crucial roles in determining the quality of the resulting image.

While plant seeds are widely used to investigate dry granular
flow due to their high oil content, they typically give low signal
amplitude, and their complex chemical composition introduces
magnetic field inhomogeneities that rapidly decay the signal. The
time constant of this decay is much smaller than the intrinsic T,
relaxation, and is denoted as T5. This limits the available time to
encode the image and capture flow details. To overcome these
limitations, porous particles soaked in liquid (Holland, Miiller,
Dennis, Gladden, & Davidson, 2010) or liquid-filled core-shell par-
ticles (Penn et al., 2017) have been investigated as possible alter-
natives. Engineered materials have the advantage of a higher liquid
content, resulting in increased signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) and a
reduction in local field inhomogeneity. Moreover, the composition
of the liquid solution in the capsules can be adjusted to be
temperature-sensitive (Gladden et al., 2010), or matched in sus-
ceptibility to the interstitial fluid (Serial et al., 2023). See Table 2 for
a selection of commonly used granular particles, including the

corresponding T, and T time constants.

The NMR signal of granular media is also influenced by magnetic
susceptibility mismatch between the particles and interstitial fluid.
As a result, pulse sequences that are robust to magnetic field in-
homogeneities, such as spin echo based sequences, are commonly
preferred. Alternatively, ultra-short echo time (UTE) pulse se-
quences can be used, where the frequency encoding begins shortly
after RF excitation reducing the scan time to as short as 1 ms
(Fabich, Sederman, & Holland, 2016).

To mitigate the impact of short-lived signals in granular media,
various acceleration techniques can be employed to shorten image
acquisition. These techniques typically involve one or a combina-
tion of single-shot readouts, parallel imaging (Griswold et al., 2002;
Pruessmann, Weiger, Scheidegger, & Boesiger, 1999; Sodickson &
Manning, 1997), multi-band acquisition imaging, such as Simulta-
neous Multi-Slice (SMS) (Miiller, 1988) or CAIPIRINHA approaches
(Blaimer, Choli, Jakob, Griswold, & Breuer, 2013; Breuer et al., 2005)
and compressed sensing reconstruction (Candes, Romberg, & Tao,
2006; Lustig, Donoho, & Pauly, 2007) among others. Table 3 lists
commonly used acceleration techniques along with their corre-
sponding acceleration factor R defined as the ratio of the portion of
the image acquired in a fully sampled manner to the amount ac-
quired in the accelerated acquisition.

3. Current use of MRI in granular and multiphase systems

MRI has been successfully applied to a range of granular and
multiphase systems. In particular, MRI provides valuable insight in
process conditions, as it unveils the 3D flow dynamics of (down-
scaled) industrial applications. These applications are highly case-
specific due to the unique particle material properties. In this sec-
tion recent studies are highlighted, summarizing the potential of
MRIL

3.1. Rheo-NMR

Continuum modelling of granular flow requires a constitutive
equation for the stress tensor to close the volume-averaged Navier-
stokes equations (Anderson & Jackson, 1967). Rheo-NMR integrates
NMR technology with rheology to aid in the characterisation of
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Table 2
A selection of commonly used granular particles.

Particuology 101 (2025) 18—32

Particle Average d [mm] Typical T, [ms] Typical T; [ms] Ref.
Poppy seeds 13 75 1.4° (Penn et al., 2017; Fullard et al., 2019; Boyce et al., 2016)
Iceland poppy seeds 0.5-0.7 - - (Miiller et al., 2006; Kohl et al., 2013)
Mustard seeds 1.3-1.7 25-50 1.5¢ (Mehdizad et al., 2021; Penn et al., 2017;
de Cagny, Fall, Denn, & Bonn, 2015;
Fabich, Sederman, & Holland, 2017; Fabich et al., 2018;
Boyce, Penn, Pruessmann, & Miiller, 2018; Boyce, Penn, Lehnert,
Pruessmann, & Miiller, 2019a)
Lobelia seeds 0.44 25-50 0.1 (Fabich et al., 2017; Fabich et al., 2018)
Nicotiana seeds 0.72 25-50 0.1 (Fabich et al., 2016, 2017)
Petunia seeds 0.63 25 0.1 (Fabich et al., 2018)
Agar shell particles filled with MCT oil 1.02 + 0.12 - 1.8 (Penn et al., 2017, 2019; Penn, Boyce,
Pruessmann, & Miiller, 2020; Boyce et al., 2019;
Boyce et al., 2019b)
Silica-alumina particles soaked in doped water ~ 0.06 3 - (Holland et al., 2010)
Phase change material (PCM) particles 3.5 — — (Skuntz, Perera, Maneval, Seymour, & Anderson, 2018, 2021)
Polypropylene particles filled with 10 — — (Serial et al., 2023)
aqueous solution
Hydrogel particles 25-70 - - (Wang et al., 2022)

~ Refers to not available data.
2 Penn et al. (2017).

Table 3

Scan time acceleration techniques, their main drawbacks, and corresponding acceleration factors (R). Depending on the application, different techniques can be combined to
further increase R. Listed specifications are taken from Kozak, Jaimes, Kirsch, and Gee (2020).

Technique Description Main drawbacks Typical R

Parallel imaging Areduced portion of the image is simultaneously acquired by an array of Decreased SNR, residual aliasing 1.5—-4.0
receiver coils

Compressed Sensing Exploits the underlying structure in images to reconstruct them using Limited applicability to sparse signals, 2.0-15.0
undersampled data long reconstruction times

Simultaneous Multi-Slice Simultaneous excitation of multiple slices by means of multi-band RF Residual aliasing 2.0-8.0

pulses and multi-rf receiver coil acquisition

complex fluids (Callaghan, 1999). Rheo-NMR measures local ve-
locity within a sample, producing detailed local shear data.
Furthermore, spectroscopic data provides information about the
composition of the fluid. Rheo-NMR can also be applied to granular
systems in order to gain useful insights towards developing accu-
rate models for granular rheology. The annular Couette shear cell is
the most widely used geometry which is comprised of a rotating
inner cylinder centred inside a hollow outer cylinder, with the
sample material filling the gap. Rheo-NMR experiments are typi-
cally carried out using a commercially available Rheo-NMR hard-
ware produced by Magritek Ltd. and distributed by Bruker Biospin
GmbH, specifically designed for wide-bore superconducting mag-
net devices (see Fig. 3). However, custom-built geometries and
drive systems can also be found in literature (Brox, 2016; Milc et al.,
2022; Serial, 2018; Serial et al., 2019), including studies conducted
in medical scanners (Ovarlez et al., 2008; Wang et al., 2022).
Rheo-NMR has been used to study granular systems for the last
25 years (Mueth et al.,, 2000). During this time, there have been
developments in the application of the NMR technique, rheo-NMR
drive systems (Brox, 2016), and in granular rheology modelling.
Local rheology models such as the viscoplastic u(I) model (Jop,
Forterre, & Pouliquen, 2006) do not accurately describe granular
flow in a Couette cell because of the nonuniform stress state that
exists across the gap (Koval, Roux, Corfdir, & Chevoir, 2009). For this
reason, nonlocal rheology models have been the subject of testing
using rheo-NMR. Volume fraction and velocity measurements
show that the nonlocal fluidity model accurately describes the
velocity across the gap for dense particle suspensions. Nonlocality
was related to the gradient in the volume fraction induced by the
nonuniform shear stress across the gap (de Cagny et al., 2015).
Velocity variance data were used to assess the shear rate-granular

22

Fig. 3. Components of Magritek Rheo-NMR kit such as controller module (top center),
motor, gearbox, and mounting unit (top right), drive-shaft (diagonal), shear device
(left), and RF coil (lower left). Reproduced with permission from Stevenson (2018).
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temperature scaling relations predicted by fluidity and kinetic
theory models (Fabich et al., 2018). These data indicated that the
fluidity model scaling exponent was not valid, while the kinetic
theory scaling exponent was consistent with optical measurements
of the free surface (Bocquet, Losert, Schalk, Lubensky, & Gollub,
2001).

3.2. Hoppers

A hopper is a vessel widely used in agriculture and industry to
store and disperse granular materials. Hopper flow characteristics
are highly variable depending on the granular material properties
and the hopper geometry. From an operational perspective, poorly
optimised hopper geometry can result in blockages and inadequate
blend quality for mixtures. MRI has been used to visualise flow in
3D hoppers and providing data against which models can be
validated.

MRI experiments have been performed using microimaging
systems for small hoppers (diameter = 30 mm) using plant seeds
as the signal source. Volume fraction measurements inside a hop-
per were first obtained by Gentzler and Tardos (2009) using the
single point imaging (SPI) imaging sequence (Balcom, 1996; Emid &
Creyghton, 1985). These measurements were normalized against
the volume fraction of a static system. The image intensity is in
arbitrary units, thus it is necessary to calibrate the signal intensity
for known volume fractions in order to obtain volume fraction
images. This approach was used to attain volume fraction mea-
surements with a quantitative accuracy within 2% (Mehdizad et al.,
2021). In these cases, SPI techniques were used because the scan
time was sufficiently short that any motion artefacts had minimal
influence on the measured image intensity.

SPI volume fraction and spin-echo velocity measurements can
be used to attain insights into the characteristics of granular flow in
hoppers. For example, the phenomenon of self-similar volume
fraction and velocity profiles across the hopper outlet was found to
hold for 3D systems (Mehdizad et al., 2021). The velocity gradient
was found to vary smoothly along the height of the hopper, which
suggests that the “free fall arch” model (Brown & Richards, 1965)
for discharge through a hopper is not valid. In addition, measure-
ments were performed using inserts inside the hopper. Solid vol-
ume fraction variations near the insert and velocity data were used
to analyse modified flow patterns that could increase the discharge
rate and remove static zones (Mehdizad, 2021). Experiments
involving non-spherical particles were also performed, which
illustrated that particle shape played an important role in the flow
field characteristics.

The unsuitability of macroscale models for describing flow
through hoppers necessitates the use of more detailed models to
accurately capture the flow dynamics. To this end, MRI velocimetry
experiments of hopper flow were compared to discrete element
modelling simulations of equivalent geometry (Danczyk et al.,
2020). It was found that the simulations gave the best quantita-
tive agreement with experiments when the contact parameters
were set to empirically determined values, lending confidence to
the validity of the assumptions used to develop the discrete
element method.

MRI velocimetry was also used to investigate the validity of
continuum simulations, namely the volume-averaged Navier-
Stokes equations using the w(I) rheology to describe the stress
tensor. The u(I) model could qualitatively reproduce the velocity
field, but not quantitatively match the overall flow rate exiting the
hopper (Fullard et al., 2019). By varying the hopper angle and wall
roughness, distinct flow regimes were observable. The y(I) model
could describe the mass flow and funnel flow regimes, but could
not reproduce the “rat-holing” behavior observed for rough walls. A
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key limitation of this continuum model was that incompressible
flow was assumed. In reality, the flow is compressible, as illustrated
by the measured variations in the volume fraction. It is likely that
compressibility will be a necessary addition to improve the pre-
dictive ability of continuum models.

3.3. Gas-solid fluidized beds dynamics

Gas-solid fluidized beds are commonly used in various indus-
trial processes, including energy conversion, pharmaceuticals, and
food production. These systems consist of a column filled with
granular particles, typically less than 1 mm in size, through which
gas is injected from the bottom. At sufficiently high velocities, drag
force balances the gravitational force on the particles, resulting in
“fluid-like” behavior. As the gas velocity increases, different fluid-
ization regimes can occur, including bubbling, slugging and tur-
bulent fluidization (Kunii & Levenspiel, 1991).

MRI represents a powerful tool to study the flow patterns of
particles and gas (Boyce, Rice, Ozel, et al., 2016), and local particle
concentrations within fluidized beds. Unlike other tomography
methods such as X-ray tomography (Mudde, 2010), positron
emission particle tracking (Wildman, Huntley, Hansen, Parker, &
Allen, 2000) and electric capacitance tomography (Chandrasekera
et al., 2015), MRI can provide 3D information about particle dis-
tribution, velocity, chemical composition, and temperature.

To accurately capture the complex nonstationary flow dynamics
that occur within fluidized beds, the temporal resolution of the MRI
sequence must be comparable to the characteristic timescale of the
system. This timescale is in the range of several milliseconds for
millimeter-sized particles. Therefore, recent efforts have focused on
implementing real-time MRI techniques to successfully capture
instantaneous particle dynamics. For instance, Fabich et al. have
recently employed a UTE MRI approach combined with Com-
pressed Sensing to capture the dynamics of a 3D gas-solid fluidized
bed in less than 40 frames per second (Fabich et al., 2016, 2017).
Fig. 4(a) shows a schematic of the employed experimental setup
describing the glass column running through the microimaging
MRI magnet. The short acquisition time, enabled to combine 1D
and 2D images to simultaneously track and measure the bubble rise
velocity and visualise in-plane bubble behavior shown by Fig. 4(b)
and (c).

Another way to decrease image acquisition time is to combine
MRI scan acceleration techniques and adapt them to the signal
properties of the MRI-active granular material. Penn et al. (2017)
demonstrated this approach on a clinical MRI system equipped
with a custom-built 16-channel radio-frequency receiver array,
running single-shot echo planar imaging (EPI) pulse sequences
with Partial Fourier combined with an appropriate parallel imaging
(SENSE) reconstruction algorithm. The readout duration of the
pulse sequences were adapted to the effective transversal relaxa-

tion time (T5) of the imaged granular material, namely engineered
oil-filled agar capsules. The temporal and spatial resolution of the
2D image time series were 7 ms and 3 mm x 3 mm x 10 mm for the
spin density measurements and 21 ms and 3 mm x 5 mm x 10 mm
for the phase contrast, in-plane particle velocity measurements.
(Penn et al., 2017). Fig. 5(a) illustrates the 16-channel receiver coil
array surrounding the gas-solid system used, which was placed
inside a medical MRI scanner for experiments as shown by Fig. 5(b).
This method was used to investigate various hydrodynamic phe-
nomena occurring in gas-solid systems, including (i) the gas bubble
behavior and particle flow characteristics of dry (Penn et al., 2018)
and wet (Boyce et al., 2018) freely bubbling fluidized beds (ii) the
effect of internals within fluidized beds on the fluidization hydro-
dynamics (Buchholz, Brummerloh, Benders, & Penn, 2023; Penn
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Fig. 4. (a) Schematic of the experimental apparatus employed by Fabich et al. (2017): a glass column runs through the center of the MRI magnet shown in grey. Gas flow is inserted
from the bottom by means of a pressure regulator. The imaging region is highlighted in red, showing the bed dimensions. (b) 1D profiles along the z-axis and (c) 2D axial images of a
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Fig. 5. Experimental setup employed by Penn et al. (2017) for real-time MRI experiments: (a) fluidized bed placed in the multi-array receiver coil and (b) medical scanner used for
experiments with the fluidized bed setup inside. (c) A map showing the different regimes formed by injecting air through a central orifice into a fluidized bed (Penn et al., 2020).

et al,, 2019), (iii) bubble dynamics during gas injection into fluid-
ized beds (Boyce et al., 2019a; Boyce et al., 2019b; Boyce et al., 2019)
and (iv) the anomalous sinking of intruders into aerated granular
packings (Tsuji et al, 2021). More recently, Penn et al. (2020)
employed this technique to identify and characterize the different
flow regimes encountered during gas injection. Fig. 5(c) shows MRI
images corresponding to the six identified flow regimes, plotted as
a function of normalized jet velocity and the Froude number,
defined as the ratio of the inertial forces to the gravitational forces
acting on the particles (Penn et al., 2020). The measurement of
instantaneous velocities of the particles allowed the establishment
of an empirical model for predicting the jet length as a function of
the background gas flow and gas flow injected through the orifice.
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3.4. Particle-laden pipe flows

Also in the field of (dense) suspension flows the potential of
MRI-based experiments was discovered. About one decade after
the first successful NMR exam on a live human person, pioneering
experiments were conducted on particle-laden flows by Majors,
Givler, and Fukushima (1989). Since then, these particle-laden
systems have been studied continuously using MRI (e.g., Altobelli,
Givler, & Fukushima, 1991; Hampton, Mammoli, Graham, Tetlow,
& Altobelli, 1997; Han, Kim, Kim, & Lee, 1999; Leskovec, Lundell,
& Innings, 2020), because of their relevance for a range of appli-
cations including (domestic) slurry transport, 3D printing, and food
processing. Despite these previous research efforts, many open
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questions remain for suspension flows, for instance related to the
development length of these systems, or the exact velocity and
spatial particle distribution profiles. The latter are found to dictate
the pressure drop required for the transport of these suspensions
(Hogendoorn et al., 2023).

The strength of MR-based measurements is the simultaneous
acquisition of 3D (time-averaged) velocity and concentration fields,
even for densely-laden flows which are optical in-accessible. See
e.g., Fig. 6 for a camera image of such a particle-laden flow. The
liquid phase velocity, u;, and solid volume fraction, ¢s, profiles
representing the flow conditions in the mid-plane are super-
imposed on this image. The markers are results obtained using MRI
and the solid lines are results from direct numerical simulations
(DNS). MRI provides valuable quantitative information about the
flow patterns and corresponding flow characteristics. Typically the
fluid phase is used for the MR signal (proton imaging), whereas the
magnetically transparent particles cause a reduction in this signal
as they occupy space of the hydrogen protons. From a combination
of the time-averaged solid volume fraction distribution and the
velocity profile, the actual liquid velocity distribution can be
determined (Hogendoorn et al., 2023). This is required since the
particles are non-homogeneously distributed in the radial
direction.

Until recently, MRI experiments were predominantly performed
in the low Reynolds number (i.e., viscous) regime in order to avoid
inertial effects. This legitimized the time-averaged velocity and
concentration measurements so far. However, most industrial
processes are dominated by inertial effects. For these applications,
insight in turbulent and particle stresses is required for the
modelling of these flows. In a recent study, Leskovec et al. (2020)
presented velocity variance measurements in particle-laden
flows. Their protocol is developed by MacKenzie, Soderberg,
Swerin, and Lundell (2017) which is adapted from Elkins and
Alley (2007) and Dyverfeldt et al. (2006). However, since the fre-
quency of MRI acquisitions is bounded by the repetition rate,
variance measurements in turbulent flows are limited to flows
where the characteristic time scale of the energy containing tur-
bulent eddies can be captured with the MRI protocol. Generally, the
flow-encoding duration—and thus the sample frequency—of MR
systems are considerably higher than the timescale of velocity
fluctuations. Standard PC-MRI sequences cannot resolve motion on
the characteristic time scale. However, modulated gradient se-
quences have the potential to resolve high frequency fluctuations
by measuring the turbulent energy spectrum (Dillinger, McGrath,
Guenthner, & Kozerke, 2022). Recently, a novel approach was
developed to study particle-laden flows where the particles are
much smaller than the image resolution. Analogous to light scat-
tering, signal fluctuations at one point in k-space are related to the
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motion of particles. From the correlation in the signal with respect
to time, statistical properties of a particle ensemble can be deter-
mined (Herold, Kampf, & Jakob, 2019).

Recently, Hogendoorn et al. (2023) presented a combined
experimental and numerical study for particle-laden pipe flow
for higher Reynolds numbers and dilute to dense suspensions. A
schematic of the experimental setup and the MRI system used in
this study are shown in Fig. 7(a) and (b), respectively. For the
DNS a computationally efficient Immersed Boundary Method
(IBM) is used (Breugem, 2012) with a frictional soft-sphere
collision model based on Costa, Boersma, Westerweel, and
Breugem (2015). Fig. 8 shows the time-averaged data of both
approaches for two selected cases. Here the MRI results are
represented by the square and round markers, these correspond
to the velocity and concentration profile, respectively. The solid
curves represent the IMB results, which was performed for the
same flow conditions. A snapshot of the flow from the direct
numerical simulations is shown above. For the measurements of
the particle volume fraction, a reference measurement was per-
formed to account for the temporal drift in magnetic properties
analogous to the application of an internal standard (Mehdizad
et al, 2021). This comparison demonstrates the accuracy of
MR-based measurement methods for dense suspension flows at
higher Reynolds numbers.

3.5. Heat transfer experiments

Over the last 50 years there has been a growing interest in un-
derstanding how various system parameters - such as particle size,
shape and volume fraction - impact the mechanisms of heat
transfer in a range of settings, including fixed-beds, fluidized beds,
hoppers, dryers and rotary reactors. Due to its non-invasive nature,
MRI has enabled the measurement of temperature distributions
within complex geometries, providing a valuable tool to improve
heat transfer models (Bruschewski et al., 2021; Gunathilaka,
Pringle, & O’Dell, 2021; John et al., 2022). Yet, performing MRI
heat transfer experiments in granular media requires the use of
particles that are not only MRI sensitive but also exhibit a signal
change in the temperature range being studied. Several approaches
include the used of hollow particles filled with a temperature-
sensitive liquid such as ethylene-glycol (Gladden et al., 2010) or
specially engineered particles (Skuntz, Seymour, & Anderson,
2021). The choice of the MRI temperature-sensitive contrast, e.g.
signal intensity, chemical-shift, relaxation times or diffusivity var-
iations, relies on the type of particle used. Recently, Skuntz et al.
(2021) studied the heat transfer dynamics of a fixed-bed during
gas flow by employing the temperature-dependent relaxation time
T, of encapsulated phase change material (PCM) particles. The

Fig. 6. High-speed camera snapshot of a particle-laden pipe flow. The liquid phase velocity, u;, and solid volume fraction, ¢;, profiles representing the flow conditions in the pipe
mid-plane are superimposed on this image. The markers are results obtained using MRI and the solid lines are results from direct numerical simulations. Figure reproduced from

Hogendoorn et al. (2022).
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Fig. 8. Top: snapshots of the particle-laden pipe flow from the direct numerical simulations, the color represents the normalized stream-wise velocity; Bottom: the time-averaged
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method allowed to successfully monitor temperature gradients temperature measurements facilitated the indirect measurement
within a fixed-bed of PCM particles under C,Fg gas flow at 65 °C, of the heat transfer coefficient of the bed. A schematic represen-
shown by Fig. 9(a). Experiments were performed at different gas tation of the setup used and obtained temperature field is illus-
pressures, changing the gas condition in the bed between gas, su- trated in Fig. 9(b).

percritical, and near-critical conditions. Temperature gradients can While MRI has proven to be a suitable technique to measure

also be measured by monitoring the proton resonance frequency temperature changes in complex systems, the difficulty in finding
(PRF) shift with temperature, technique which is widely used in the suitable MRI sensitive particles and the delicate MRI hardware
medical field. Recently, Serial et al. (2023) implemented this tech- make it difficult to perform experiments at high-temperatures
nique to image the time-dependent temperature gradients in a conditions. As a result, rather moderate temperatures are
fixed-bed during heat flow at 60 °C. For this purpose, hollow commonly used, although experiments at high-temperatures or
polypropylene particles filled with a dysprosium-nitrate aqueous high-pressure have been performed employing specialized equip-
solution were used as particles for the fixed-bed. The dynamic ment (Gladden et al., 2010; Zheng et al., 2023).
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critical conditions in Skuntz et al. (2021). (b) Schematic of the packed bed system used by Serial et al. (2023) along with the obtained time-dependent temperature maps.

4. Future developments
4.1. Fast imaging techniques and modern medical MRI methods

Unlike many other tomographic techniques, MRI signal
acquisition is sequential, making it an inherently slow process.
Over the past decades, a variety of scan acceleration techniques
have been developed to increase MRI temporal resolution. These
techniques have found extensive use in the field of medical MRI,
where reducing scan time improves patient comfort and mini-
mizes examination costs. While some of these acceleration
techniques have been partially adopted in the field of engineer-
ing, such as compressed sensing (Holland & Gladden, 2014) and
parallel imaging (Penn et al., 2017), there is still a broad range of
acceleration techniques employed in medical MRI that have not
yet found their way into the field of engineering. These tech-
niques include MRI fingerprinting (Ma et al, 2013), image
reconstruction by principal component analysis (Zong,
d’Eurydice, & Galvosas, 2016), domain transform manifold
learning (Zhu, Liu, Cauley, Rosen, & Rosen, 2018), and the com-
bination of compressed sensing and parallel imaging (Otazo, Kim,
Axel, & Sodickson, 2010), among others. Such techniques could
be successfully applied to study non-stationary dynamic systems
with different contrasts, such as multiphase flows and are thus
worthwhile to be explored further in the future.
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4.2. Contact stress measurement with NMR

Stress imaging is important for understanding the rheological
characteristics of granular materials. The state of the art currently
involves experimental techniques such as imaging photoelastic
disks (Abed Zadeh et al., 2019; Daniels, Kollmer, & Puckett, 2017)
and X-ray diffraction of crystalline particles (Hurley, Hall, Andrade,
& Wright, 2016). These imaging approaches actually measure strain
and the stress is inferred from a constitutive relation for the solid
material that the grains are made from. The NMR technique has not
been used to measure stress in granular materials because of the
difficulty in producing a signal that is sensitive to changes in stress.
However, several approaches exist in the literature that offer po-
tential insights into the development for new experiments.

For elastomeric materials, it has been found that the intrinsic
transverse relaxation time, T, is a suitable proxy variable for strain,
where T, decays exponentially with increased strain (Nishi &
Chikaraishi, 1981). A map of T, can be acquired with a suitable
pulse sequence (such as spin echo for several echo times). Using the
calibration relation, a map of strain is obtained. The stress-strain
relation can be used to convert the strain map to produce a stress
map (Bliimler & Bliimich, 1993). The possibility of extending this
approach to granular systems has been explored (Elrington, 2018;
Frey, 2013). However, these studies were limited by the absence of a
strain-relaxation response in the polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS)
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samples that were used. This method is likely limited to suitable
elastomeric materials that undergo strain-induced crystallisation
and may not be feasible for studying systems where granules have a
different chemical composition.

The features observed in an NMR spectrum are related to the
local electronic environments of the nucleus being studied. Under
strain, the interatomic distances change, thus altering the elec-
tronic environments experienced by nuclei, resulting in a change in
the spectral properties. Zwanziger, Werner-Zwanziger, Shaw, and
S0 (2006) developed a load cell to measure spectra of single crystals
under compressive stress. For 2°’Pb NMR of Pb(NO3),, changes in
the chemical shift of some of the peaks was observed caused by
changes in chemical shielding. For ®*Ga NMR of GaP, the linewidth
increased due to quadrupolar interaction. Analogous to PRF tem-
perature imaging, stress could be inferred if there is a known
calibration relation for stress in terms of the spectral properties.

Fluid pressure was measured with MRI by seeding the flow with
lipid-coated microbubbles (Morris, Bencsik, Vangala, & Perrie,
2007, 2008). The microbubbles have a mismatched magnetic sus-
ceptibility relative to the surrounding fluid. The susceptibility
artefact changes with fluid pressure due to changes in the size of
the microbubbles. A suitably viscous suspending fluid is required to
minimise microbubble migration caused by buoyancy effects.
Microbubbles could be incorporated into liquid capsules to quantify
the contact force experienced by particles.

These developments demonstrate the possibility of further
expanding the magnetic resonance toolbox to include spatially-
resolved strain measurements, thereby inferring the local stress.
However, these examples demonstrate that experiments and ma-
terials must be designed carefully such that strain responses can be
detected and quantified. Stress measurements represent a prom-
ising line of inquiry that would enable NMR to measure all major
continuum variables relevant to the study of granular materials.

4.3. MRI of pilot scale reactor systems

Scaling up of reactor systems is a crucial task in process engi-
neering. A typical scale-up design process begins at the laboratory
scale, where system sizes are in the range of several tens of milli-
meters. It then progresses to the pilot scale reaching sizes up to
approximately 1 m, and eventually to the industrial or production
scale, which can be as high as several tens of meters. The flow
patterns can change significantly across the scales and hence the
results obtained on the lab scale systems are not easily transferable
to the production scale. It is important to consider that MRI has
certain limitations when imaging larger samples, particularly when
compared to other tomographic techniques. As shown in Table 1,
MRI systems typically have a limited capacity to accommodate
samples beyond a few centimeters in size, unless a clinical scanner
is utilized. However, using a clinical scanner may impose re-
strictions on the experimental setup that can be used. This is
particularly relevant for studies of chemical reactors, where a ver-
tical setup is usually preferred for gravity-dominated processes.
Additionally, challenges remain in the imaging of samples under
high pressure and high temperature conditions.

Fig. 10 illustrates the maximum sample dimensions that can be
studied with different MRI systems. Previous MRI works in the field
of multiphase and granular flows have predominantly used
microimaging systems, enabling imaging samples up to 50 mm in
diameter (Miiller et al., 2006; Zheng et al., 2023; Harel, Granwebhr,
Seeley, & Pines, 2006; Kononenko et al., 2022). Although pre-
clinical and clinical MRI platforms can accommodate larger sam-
ples, their horizontal orientation is not optimal for many relevant
reactor types that typically have a vertical columnar geometry.
Hence, one potentially fruitful avenue could be to build MRI
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Fig. 10. Diagram illustrating the current and potential MRI platforms for the study of
reactor systems. The diagram showcases various MRI setups, including existing sys-
tems like NMR spectrometers and clinical MRI systems, as well as a proposed wide
bore vertical MRI scanner. It is important to note that the vertical MRI system depicted
in the diagram has not been constructed yet and represents a potential future
advancement.

systems, that feature a vertically oriented magnet of a bore size
similar to clinical MRI magnets. Such an MRI system would allow
imaging reactor models of about 300 mm in diameter, and several
meters in height, which can be considered pilot scale for many
applications. Conducting measurements at such scale would enable
to study wall and scale-up effects in a variety of granular and
multiphase flow systems, including fluidized beds, spouted beds
and spray dryers.

4.4. Low-cost, low-field MRI

MRI remains a niche imaging technique for granular materials
because of the limited access to scanners. Scanners are expensive to
purchase, require ongoing maintenance, and there is a challenging
learning curve to become a proficient operator. The most complex
component is the superconducting magnet which requires
continuous cryogenic cooling. Recently, the global helium supply
chain has been disrupted by world events (Butler, 2017; Anderson,
2018; Bettenhausen, 2022), compromising the operations of hos-
pitals and research laboratories (Siliezar, 2022). Reducing depen-
dence upon liquid helium has led to the development of helium
recycling systems (Cryogenic Society of America, 2020), research
into high temperature superconducting magnets (Miura et al.,
2019; Oya et al., 2018) and the introduction of cryogen-free per-
manent magnet NMR and MRI systems to the market (Chetcuti
et al, 2022; Cooley et al, 2020; Zhen, Dykstra, Gouws,
Obruchkov, & Dykstra, 2021). Key advantages of low-field bench-
top NMR/MRI scanners compared to a high-field system are that
the purchase cost is up to two orders of magnitude lower, main-
tenance is vastly reduced and the system takes up a much smaller
footprint.

The primary disadvantage of low-field MRI is that the detected
signal is weaker because spin polarisation and the induced voltage
are proportional to the static field (Marques, Simonis, & Webb,
2019). The maximum achievable image resolution is lower
because the maximum gradient is about one order of magnitude
smaller than what can be attained with a microimaging system.
Furthermore, current low-field benchtop systems can only
accommodate samples with a diameter below 15 mm, therefore,
pilot-scale systems cannot currently be studied. On the other hand,
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susceptibility mismatch artefacts are less significant at low fields
(Enjilela et al., 2019). Because granular materials usually have
strong magnetic susceptibility mismatches between granules and
interstitial fluid, low-field devices may serve to improve image
quality by minimising artefacts. The increased signal lifetime may
facilitate the use of long scan time pulse sequences such as those
used in time-resolved imaging.

In addition to these advancements, the recent emergence of
open-source MRI scanners and consoles, such as OCRA MRI
(OCRA, n.d.), MaRCoS (Negnevitsky et al., 2023), and OSI> ONE
(“OSI® ONE”, n.d.), has aimed to mitigate the high cost associated
with building and maintaining standard scanners. In the near
future, these low-field and open-source setups have the potential
to provide increased portability and accessibility, thereby making
MRI more accessible for researchers working in the field of
granular materials.

4.5. MRI and deep learning

Deep learning has earned significant attention in computer
vision applications in recent years, showing successful object
recognition, detection and segmentation (Lundervold &
Lundervold, 2019). In the context of MRI, deep learning has found
applications in two main areas: (i) signal processing, including
image reconstruction and restoration, and (ii) image analysis tasks
like segmentation, abnormality detection and prediction, particu-
larly in brain, kidney and prostate research.

Deep learning offers a promising solution to speed up and
improve MR image reconstruction, which involves a series of
customized steps aimed to approximate the appropriate inverse
transform to accurately recreate the image. This process becomes
particularly challenging when dealing with undersampled data.
Moreover, several reconstruction algorithms require prior knowl-
edge of the sample or the measurement of reference images that
can account for image imperfections. Recent advancements in
neural networks frameworks, such as the automated transform by
manifold approximation (AUTOMAP), have shown to significantly
improve MRI reconstruction giving comparable results to known
reconstruction methods such as model-based iterative recon-
struction, sensitivity encoding (SENSE) and compressed sensing
MRI reconstruction (Zhu et al., 2018). Therefore, deep learning
holds promising implications for the future of MRI reconstruction,
regardless of the acquisition protocol used, noise level or under-
sampling ratio. Furthermore, recent far more advanced methods,
such as the introduction of transformers (Vaswani et al., 2017), have
further expanded the horizons of deep learning. These new tools
offer promising improvements in performance on the aforemen-
tioned tasks. For instance, a recent paper utilized a transformer
specifically designed for image-based models to enable fast MRI
reconstruction (Huang et al., 2022).

In the field of granular MRI, this knowledge could be used to
address current challenges such as imperfect imaging reconstruc-
tion caused by magnetic susceptibility artefacts, which are
commonly encountered in granular media. Deep learning algo-
rithms hold great potential in effectively mitigating these artefacts,
thereby enhancing image quality and accuracy. Moreover, the
impressive performance of transformers in segmentation tasks
offer exciting possibilities for improving segmentation and corre-
lation analysis in highly dynamic systems such as gas-solid fluid-
ized beds. Leveraging the capabilities of transformers can lead to
more precise and accurate identification and tracking of gas bub-
bles or particles, providing valuable insights into the behavior and
dynamics of granular systems.
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5. Concluding remarks

In summary, we have provided a brief overview of the recent
advances of MRI imaging methods for the field of granular and
multiphase flows. Developments in MRI hardware and recon-
struction techniques have significantly improved the versatility of
MRIL This is also evident by the wide application range of MR,
spanning from velocity and concentration measurements in hop-
pers, fluidized beds, and pipe flows to temperature measurements
in packed-beds. Despite these ongoing developments, challenges
remain for MR-based measurements in the field of granular media
and multiphase flows. These challenges mainly concern the limited
frame-rate of MRI and the signal-to-noise ratio. Future de-
velopments are mainly foreseen in the field of enhanced image
reconstruction algorithms and the availability of low-field MR
devices.
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