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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 6 Introduction • Fascination Drifting through London cemeteries



Magnificent Seven cemeteries at edges of inhabited city, mid-19th century

Roman burial outside city walls, 43-410AD

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 7 Introduction • Fascination Positioning of  burial spaces in London
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HORIZONTAL LAYERING

VERTICAL LAYERING

Death

Psychogeography

Time

Memory URBAN MEMORY

INDIVIDUAL MEMORY

“Our existential and lived reality is a thick, layered, and 
constantly oscillating condition.”

Juhani Pallasmaa, “Space, Place, Memory, and Imagination,” 2013, p. 17

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 8 Digital drifting: Finding layeringsIntroduction • Definitions



410-1550

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 9 43-410AD Roman BurialVertical + Horizontal Layering



410-1550

1150-1665

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 10 410-1550 Medieval ChurchyardsVertical + Horizontal Layering



410-1550

1150-1665

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 11 1550-1665 Pre-plague first cemeteriesVertical + Horizontal Layering



410-1550

1150-1665

1665 plague pits

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 12 1665 Plague PitsVertical + Horizontal Layering



410-1550

1150-1665

1665 plague pits

1832 - Magnifice
nt Seven

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 013 1832 Magnificent Seven, first Victorian cemeteriesVertical + Horizontal Layering



410-1550

1150-1665

1665 plague pits

1832 - Magnifice
nt Seven

+1832 Cemeteries

LNR coffin tickets to Brookwood

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 014 1832+ Newer cemeteriesVertical + Horizontal Layering
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1665 plague pits
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+1900 Cemeteries

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 015 1900+ Newer cemeteriesVertical + Horizontal Layering
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410 -1550 Churchyards

1550 - 1665 Pre-plague

1832 Magnificent Seven

+1832 Cemeteries
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 016 Current situation + burial capacity by boroughUrban analysis
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SPATIAL LAYERING

Death

Psychogeography

Time

Memory

EXPERIENTIAL MEMORY

How can the contemporary city accommodate new memory 
spaces within the programs of everyday life without 

compromising their inherent heterotopic nature?

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 017 Main Research QuestionMoving Forward



1832 - Magnifice
nt Seven

1150-1665

410-1550

1665 plague pits

+1832 Cemeteries

+1900 Cemeteries

Key

Vertical layering

Funerary space, size 
shows intensity

Typology change

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 018 London burial spaces as timelined nodesUrban analysis



HIGHGATE KENSAL GREEN BROMPTON WEST NORWOOD NUNHEAD TOWER HAMLETS ABNEY PARK
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 019 Cemetery as memory islandsMagnificent 7 Typology Analysis
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 020 Cemetery context analysisMagnificent 7 Typology Analysis
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nt Seven

1150-1665

410-1550

1665 plague pits

+1832 Cemeteries

+1900 Cemeteries

Deviance - Workhouse

Deviance - Care home

Deviance - Mental

Deviance - Prison

Deviance - Hospital

Community - Library

Community - School

Community - Community center

Industrial

Current

Historical

Key

Vertical layering

Funerary space, size 
shows intensity

Typology change

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 021 Clustered relationshipsUrban analysis



What other programs can be defined as units of memory 
space?

How can they be paired with cemeteries to allow them to 
function as part of shared everyday life?

Catacomb Cemetery

Memory related to death

Programs of stored + shared memory

Units of memory space

Columbarium

Library Living memories

Dead memoriesArchive

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 022 Cemeteries + Libraries as Memory SpacesProgrammatic coupling



“...its status as an intellectual and material space which can 
be adopted and shared by a community. In this light the 

library is an extension of the memory of a group, its space for 
thought, meditation, prayer or work.”

What makes the library a unit of memory space that 
promotes living memories?

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 023 Christian Jacob, “Gathering Memory,” 2002, p. 46Programmatic coupling



...as functional layers

Program...

...of experiential memories

Tombs / Crypts / Niches

Accessible storage

Collaboration Ceremony / Event Exterior

Hidden storage Services

Displays

Stacks

Reading room / work room

Archival material Toilets / mechanical / circulation

Hall of reflection / memory

Ossuary Staff / offices

Car park

Morgue / funeral preparation 

Flower shop

Funeral hall / event space

Auditorium

Dining space

Tea room Landscape

Memory garden

Sensory courtyard

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 024 Program of  requirementsProposal
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1665 plague pits

+1832 Cemeteries
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Deviance - Mental
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Vertical layering
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shows intensity
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 025 Intersections and intensitiesSite selection
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Scale 1:10000

Roman burial ground

Spitalfields Market

Proposed site: Former Bishopsgate Terminus
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Various uses after fire

Derelict

Proposal: Bishopsgate Terminus
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HackneyCity of London

City of London

Tower Hamlets

Tower Hamlets

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 026 Site selection Former Bishopsgate Goods Station
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 027 Former Bishopsgate Goods StationSite analysis



Image sources
Top: Subterranea Britannica 
Bottom: Google maps screen capture

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 028 Site aerial images, 1910 (top), current (bottom)Site analysis
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 029 Remaining open landscapeSite analysis



0m 120m

Scale 1:2000

SH
O

RE
D

IT
CH

 H
IG

H
 S

TR
EE

T

BETHNAL GREEN ROAD SCLATER STREET

BR
IC

K 
LA

N
E

BR
AI

TH
W

AI
TE

 S
TR

EE
T

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 030 Remaining interiorSite analysis



Lower rail level, between Shoreditch High 
Street and Wheeler Street (Braithwaite Street)

Lower rail level, between Shoreditch High 
Street and Wheeler Street (Braithwaite Street)

Lower rail level, between Shoreditch High 
Street and Wheeler Street (Braithwaite Street)

Image sources
Subterranea Britannica 

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 031 InteriorSite Analysis: Bishopsgate Goodsyard



Image sources
Subterranea Britannica 

Outer Roadway Double level room, between Wheeler Street 
(Braithwaite Street) and Brick Lane

Lower rail level, between Wheeler Street 
(Braithwaite Street) and Brick Lane

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 032 InteriorSite Analysis: Bishopsgate Goodsyard



Image sources
Top: Subterranea Britannica 
Bottom: Twitter user @Rail

Repetition of rounded arches, between 
Shoreditch High Street and Wheeler Street 

(Braithwaite Street)

Pointed arches, between Wheeler Street 
(Braithwaite Street) and Brick Lane

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 033 InteriorSite Analysis: Bishopsgate Goodsyard
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 034 Repeating gridSite Strategy
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 035 Critical sectionsSite Strategy



0m 60m
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 036 Connection to contextSite Strategy
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 037 Clustered programsSite Strategy
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 038 Slow - fast - vertical movementSite Strategy
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 039 OverviewSite Strategy
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 040 Master plan street levelBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 041 Critical sectionsBishopsgate Terminus

FOUNTAIN

FUNERAL HALL

OSSUARY
CAFE & OFFICES

REFLECTING POOL

LIBRARY

FUNERAL HALL

SHRINE

SHRINE



0m 60m

Scale 1:1000

ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 042 Ritual: FuneralBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 043 Ritual: Funeral • Funeral Hall Section Bishopsgate Terminus



ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 044 Ritual: Funeral • Funeral HallBishopsgate Terminus
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Scale 1:200
ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 045 Ritual: Funeral • Funeral Hall PlanBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 046 Ritual: BurialBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 047 Ritual: Burial • Burial Vaults Composite Section + PlanBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 048 Ritual: Burial • Burial Vault detail sectionBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 049 Ritual: Burial • Burial VaultsBishopsgate Terminus

1 Precast concrete header
2 60mm rammed concrete, water and 
vapor barrier, cast in-situ inner concrete 
core, 120mm rammed concrete
3 Recessed outdoor lighting
4 Extensive green roof park, 350mm soil, 
60-450mm drainage layer, water and 
vapor barriers, 60mm concrete slab, spoil 
heaps fill until existing structure
5 Gravel drainage gutter
6 L profile angle around green roof 
system
7 Flat, sloped skylight w/ aluminium 
frame
8 Recessed interior light
9 Existing masonry vault

1 Prefabricated 50mm concrete burial 
niche box
2 50mm concrete sealant lid, decorative 
stone tombstone
3 100mm concrete fin
4 Prefabricated 50mm concrete burial 
niche box, 95mm concrete base, 390mm 
aerated concrete blocks, 300mm con-
crete slab
5 Recessed ventilation grille, supply air 
duct 200x300
6 70mm screed, 30mm acoustic insula-
tion sheet, underfloor heating, 140mm 
thermal insulation, water and vapor barri-
ers, 300mm reinforced concrete slab
7 Steel balustrade beyond
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 050 Ritual: CommemoratingBishopsgate Terminus



ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 051 Ritual: Commemorating • ShrineBishopsgate Terminus



ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 052 Ritual: Commemorating • FountainBishopsgate Terminus



ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 053 Ritual: Commemorating • Experiential CourtyardBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 054 Ritual: Experiential MemoryBishopsgate Terminus
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Scale 1:200
ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 055 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library SectionBishopsgate Terminus
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Keeps direct summer sun out of inner space
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 056 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library Façade DetailsBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 057 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library Roof  DetailsBishopsgate Terminus

1 30mm wood veneer painted white, 
precast reinforced concrete roof struc-
ture, 90mm thermal insulation, water and 
vapor barriers, roof sheathing
2 30mm wood veneer painted white, 
90mm rigid insulation, reinforced con-
crete beam, 120mm rammed concrete
3 Recessed light
4 Double glazed window with aluminium 
frame
5 Metal drip edge
6 Integrated/continuous gutter
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56
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Scale 1:5 ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 058 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library Door DetailBishopsgate Terminus

1 70mm screed, 30mm acoustic insulation 
sheet, underfloor heating, 140mm thermal 
insulation, water and vapor barriers, 
200mm reinforced concrete slab
2 50mm stone pavers, 50mm rigid foam, 
raft foundation w/ 500mm reinforced 
concrete slab
3 Wood out swing door with double 
glazed panel
4 140mm rammed concrete ceiling, 90mm 
thermal insulation, aerated concrete lintel, 
120mm rammed concrete
5 Reinforced 350x650mm concrete lintel
6 120mm rammed concrete, aerated 
concrete block, 50mm thermal insulation, 
water and vapor barriers, 120 rammed 
concrete

1 2
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 059 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library PlanBishopsgate Terminus
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 060 Ritual: Experiential Memory • Library Façade + Park Path DetailsBishopsgate Terminus

1 70mm screed, 30mm acoustic insulation 
sheet, underfloor heating, 140mm thermal 
insulation, water and vapor barriers, 300mm 
reinforced concrete slab
2 Raft foundation w/ 500mm reinforced 
concrete slab
3 Existing masonry structure
4 120mm rammed concrete, water and 
vapor barriers, 630mm aerated concrete 
blocks, 120mm rammed concrete
5 Reinforced concrete beam
6 50mm thermal insulation
7 Concrete sill
8 Double glazed window with recessed 
aluminium frame
9 Concrete coping
10 200-60mm gravel, water and vapor 

barrier, 200mm rigid insulation, 200mm 
reinforced concrete slab
11 120mm concrete ceiling, 250mm rein-
forced concrete slab, spoil heaps fill
12 Extensive green roof
13 Precast concrete header
14 Concrete bench
15 50mm rammed concrete, water barrier, 
200mm aerated concrete wall, water barrier, 
50mm rammed concrete
16 40mm stone pavers, 200-60mm drainage 
layer, 250mm rigid foam, raft foundation w/ 
350mm concrete slab
17 425x200mm gutter with gravel drainage 
layer
18 Outdoor recessed wall wash light
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ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 061 Master Plan Park LevelBishopsgate Terminus



ADC Graduation Studio • Heterogeneous City • Necropolitan London 062 ParkBishopsgate Terminus
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