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positionality

Brussels nonprofits help city's
homeless cope with the heat

Monday, 24 June 2019

Brussels NGOs have launched initiatives to help the city's homeless population cope with the soaring
temperatures. Credit: © Belga

As temperatures across Belgium begin their steep rise on Monday,
charitable organisations in Brussels have announced measures to help the
city's homeless population cope with the heat and have better access to
sanitary services and drinking water.

Dozens to return to the streets
as emergency homeless shelter
closes

Thursday, 27 February 2025
By The Brussels Times with Belga

Winter shelter. Credit: Belga/Benoit Doppagne

As the winter emergency centre in Schaerbeek prepares to close its doors
at the end of the month, dozens of men are set to return to living on the
streets, the Red Cross warned on Thursday. By the end of March, a similar
issue will be faced by families with children.

A

Homeless person in Brussels
stabbed to death

Sunday, 20 October 2024
By The Brussels Times with Belga

Credit: Belga/ Hatim Kaghat

One homeless person was stabbed to death in Brussels city centre last
night. The suspected perpetrator has not yet been identified or arrested.

Homelessness in Brussels
surges again despite
‘unprecedented investment'

Sunday, 20 April 2025
By Maithé Chini

Homeless people find shelter in a hallway of the Porte de Namur metro stop in Brussels on Thursday, 26
December 2024. Credit: Belga / Hatim Kaghat

Despite ongoing and unprecedented efforts to tackle rising homelessness
in the Brussels-Capital Region, a recent count confirmed the "worrying
realitv" that the number of neonle on the citv's streets is on the rise.

'Homelessness knows no
temperature’: What happens
after Brussels Extreme Cold

plan?

Friday, 19 January 2024
By Maithé Chini

Homeless person outside Brussels Midi station. Credit: The Brussels Times

Homelessness is a problem clear to see in Brussels all year round, but one
that becomes all the more pressing when temperatures hit freezing. The

Brussels authorities have now activated the 'Extreme Cold' plan, but what
happens after that?

Nearly 10,000 homeless in
Brussels

Wednesday, 16 April 2025
By The Brussels Times with Belga

C TSN
A homeless person in the Central station Metro stop. Credit: Belga / Virginie Lefour

In the Brussels-Capital Region, 9,777 people are homeless, with 992 of them
living on the streets, according to reports from Le Soir and De Standaard
on Wednesday, based on the latest count by the research centre Bruss'Help.

Newsarticles from The Brussels Times
2019-2025



focus on youth homelessness

positionality

Complicated pathways: One in Children and young people

five homeless people is a young suffering from lack of
adult specialised crisis assistance
Monday 10 October 2022 Tuesday 11 October 2022
By Lauren Walker

The Bernadettewijk, in Ghent, where houseless people, among other, occupy dozens of houses. Credit: Credit: Belga
3elga/ Jonas D'Hollander

At lea§t 400,000 hom?le.ss One in five EU adults in their
minors in the EU, associations early 30s still live with their
say

Monday 23 September 2024
Monday 3 June 2024
By The Brussels Times with Belga
By Maithé Chini
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Credit: Canva

A woman playing with homeless refugee children living inside Brussels-North station. Credit: Belga /
Nirnlac Maesterlincle

Credit: Belga / Justin Namur

'‘Hidden homelessness' in the
Brussels Region exposed in new
report

Thursday 21 September 2023
By The Brussels Times with Belga

Credit: Belga

'‘No housing solution: When a
squat closes down, where do its
inhabitants go?

Tuesday 2 July 2024

By Ciara Carolan

Newsarticles from The Brussels Times
2019-2025



an invitation to listen

positionality

The world is a complex and difficult place.

Humans come with their own

NiIstories, traumas,

and egos—often unintentional
lives of others.

y shaping the

When you listen closely, you can start to
understand their struggles on an intellectual
level but unless you have lived these
struggles, you can never truly feel them.

Correspondence with Tig

ist Kassahun Temesgen after the
Gender-in-Space PhD Seminar
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homeless youth?
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WE ARE NOT HOMELESS!




the stigma

homeless

/"havmlas/

adjective (of a person) without a home,
and therefore typically living on the
streets.

Oxford Languages, 2025

methodology
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an academic definition

Roofless

Houseless

People living
rough

é---Streets
-Public spaces
without a shelter

o

ETHOS 1

methodology

Overnight shelters

ETHOS 2

Inadequate

People living in
accommodation
forthe homeless

-~Homeless hostels

...Temporary

. accommodation

- Transitional

. supported

. accommodation

~\Women's shelters
or refuge
accommodation

szgisf

.:£7=::7

ETHOS 3

People living in
institutions

%---Health care
. institutions
~-Penal institutions

ETHOS 4

People living in
non-conventional
dwellings due to
lack of housing

- Mobile homes
:--Non-conventional
. buildings

- Temporary

structures

s

ETHOS 5

Insecure | Hidden

People living
temporarily with
family and friends,
without a contract
or occupy buildings
illagaly

i..Conventional

housing, but not
the persons usual
place of residence

ETHOS 6

European Typology of Homelessness and Housing
Exclusion, ETHOS light, own graphic based on

Feantsa, 2024



live rough

ETHOS 1
live and sleep outdoors as a
consequence of having no

proper home.

(feantsa, 2024)

methodology

sheltered with family/
friends

ETHOS 6

having a place to sleep, often in conditions of
overcrowding and poverty



more accurate term

methodology

ETHOS 1-6

individual experiencing fluctuating conditions of
homelessness - sometimes being sheltered in
occupied buildings, sometimes staying with friends,

and at times enduring periods of rough living

Also: Being at home in changing accommodations
within the same city.

own definition



Adolescence movie is a wake-up call to

viels a wake-up adolescence
fathers
22-04-2025 Christian Life ﬁ Joe-Lize Kruijsse-Brugge, CNE.news / | ad e' I 8 S n S /

the period of psychological and social
development accompanying the
physical transition of puberty during
which a young person develops from a
child into an adult.

(Oxford Languages, 2024; unacademy, 2024)

Jaimie and his father in a still from the movie Adolescence. Photo Netflix

cne.news, 2025

methodology



missing support network

methodology

Profiles of young adults af-
fected by homelessness in
Belgium

percentage of women
18 - 25
26+

receive living wage
18 - 25
26+

experience hidden homelessness
18 - 25
26+

conflicts with family or friends as cause
18 - 25
26+

background of those between 18 - 25

Percentage of adults affected from the
6,286 homeless people counted in late
2020 and early 2021 (1,208 were be-
tween the ages of 18 and 25)

38.9% out of 1,208
I

29.4%

51.6% out of 1,208
I R
34.5%

45.9% out of 1,208
I

30.8%

37.4% out of 1,208
I

Belgian (youth care leavers 24.2%+without care history 29.4%) NN ele]g gl SRRCIORZ 3
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Statistics of youth homelessness in
Belgium, graphic own work based on Van

Noppen, 2022.
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problem statement
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lack of awareness leads to lack of agency

lack of agency leads to unmet needs
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problem statement

shift in political mindset

Institutional strategies are too slow to
address urgency of crisis —= vomlh homuessnede

methodology



research question

shift in political mindset

Institutional strategies are too slow to
address urgency of crisis

How can urban design become a tool to hack
systems of marginalization—quickly improving the
lives of young fluidly housed adults while creating
lasting spaces of solidarity?

methodology



research question

shift in political mindset

Institutional strategies are too slow to
address urgency of crisis
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lens of care

methodology

care

“‘everything we do to maintain, continue, and
repair our ‘world’ so that we can live in it as well as
possible.”

(Tronto & Fisher in Tronto, 2019)
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careful imagination understanding needs

Informal Conversations

llive in a solidary
housing project
and pay little
rent.| am ex-
hausted and will
move out. Butl
don't have a new
placeyet.

don't have another
W
D f;.l

I moved in with my boy-
friend. We are 4 people in
the flat. Since last week
we are 5, one had a fam-
ily emergency and the
little brother moved in.

liveinasolida
housing project

was 3 years ago. It
can be tough but |

‘llive in Squats.
The whole city is

methodology

[ live in a solidary
housing project

me being queer.

my home. When |
get kicked out, I go
somewhere new’

| was homeless
once. I now live my

forfree. It was forfree. My grandparents.
planned for 6 parents kicked
months until | have me out. They
my papers. This don't agree with

| have a precarious
housing contract. | pay
little rent because the
housing condition is
bad. When the landlord
sells the place, | have

1month to find a new
k place
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needs of fluidly
housed young adults

autonomy/agency
sense of belonging
security/health

(Literature Review, Structured Interviews,
Informal Conversations; Ethnograohic
Mapping. Personas, Time-Geography,

Max-Neef, 1992;
Boccagni & Duyvendak, 2021)
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conceptual framework own work



careful imagination understanding how they are met in space

ethnographic mapping environment-behaviour science
\ T Cﬁ?[i&eN zggvup!?c:;ahbcl)(iecae street is chosen

to move through

{ ‘ needs of fluidly urban fabric
V ' \ housed young adults Brussels
/ . T autonomy/agency conceived space
\ @ /\ \ \ S ’P sense of belonging lived space
£$;\\ @uﬂ e p \‘ security/health perceived space
J , / \,s ‘ " (Literature Review, Structured Interviews, (Literature Review, Environment-Be-
@:?&“ﬂ\ ' ‘ I'. Informal Conversations; Ethnograohic haviour Studies, Fieldwork, Ethno-
~ Mapping, Personas, Time-Geography, graphic Mapping, QGIS Mapping,
%ZEA’ FARe PAS@ .'/ . .. / Max-Neef 1992 Research by Design, Lefebvre et al.,
~ DARC REME i GVeT = , V' Boccagni & Duyvendak, 2027) 1997: Criekingen, 2020)
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careful imagination combining this information

patterns - how needs are metin

space homelessness
- connected
- similar |
- supports [ |
- enables

methodology

satisfiers
food
water
shelter
agency

pattern language - larger system of

urban fabric
Brussels

needs of fluidly
housed young adults

autonomy/agency conceived space
sense of belonging lived space
security/health perceived space

(Literature Review, Environment-Be-
haviour Studies, Fieldwork, Ethno-
graphic Mapping, QGIS Mapping,
Research by Design, Lefebvre et al.,
1997 Criekingen, 2020)

(Literature Review, Structured Interviews,
Informal Conversations; Ethnograohic
Mapping. Personas, Time-Geography,

Max-Neef, 1992;
Boccagni & Duyvendak, 2021)
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Pattern Language

Combine socio-spatial patterns in a transparent way
(Bridging Needs and Space, Small scale and large Networks, Research
and Design, Salingaros, 2000; Fezer, 2022)

conceptual framework own work



careful imagination using careful design to hack the system

|
d space

abstract top-down

conceive

lived space

activated bottom-up

Evaluation

access

solidarity

health sense of belonging

activate

A-ASection
x2

Evaluation

adapt

agency timespan

access

solidarity

health

sense of belonging

activate

]

-3

\
\ o

adapt

agency

timespan

T
?‘L

I/

methodology

\L-‘ {&J A

A-ASection
x2

Evaluation

access

solidarity

health

sense of belonging

activate

adapt

agency

timespan

needs of fluidly
housed young adults

autonomy/agency
sense of belonging
security/health

(Literature Review, Structured Interviews,
Informal Conversations; Ethnograohic
Mapping. Personas, Time-Geography,
Max-Neef, 1992;

Boccagni & Duyvendak, 2021)

A[IQBOAI] 10] SpeaU purlIsSIopun

careful design
provides potential to

access
foster solidarity
activate & adaptat

(Needs-based Design
Explorations, based on 4
Personas, Newton, 2025,
QOosterlynck 2022,

Chandel et al., 2025)

urban fabric
Brussels

conceived space
lived space
perceived space

(Literature Review, Environment-Be-
haviour Studies, Fieldwork, Ethno-
graphic Mapping, QGIS Mapping,
Research by Design, Lefebvre et al.,
1997; Criekingen, 2020)

use to Jhack' the systgm
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Pattern Language

Combine socio-spatial patterns in a transparent way
(Bridging Needs and Space, Small scale and large Networks, Research
and Design, Salingaros, 2000; Fezer, 2022)

.
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conceptual framework own work



radical spatial imagination

urban fabric
Brussels

needs of fluidly | careful design
housed young adults | provides potential to

autonomy/agency | access
sense of belonging | foster solidarity
security/health activate & adaptat

conceived space
lived space
perceived space

(Literature Review, Structured Interviews, (Needs-based Design (Literature Review, Environment-Be-
Informal Conversations: E‘thnograohic Explorations, based on 4 haviour Studies, Fieldwork, Ethno-
Mapping’ Personas, Time_Geography’ Personas, Newton, 2025, graphiC Mapping, QGIS Mapping,

Max-Neef 1992: Oosterlynck 2022,
Boccagni & Duyvendak, 2021) Chandel et al., 2025)

Research by Design, Lefebvre et al.,
1997 Criekingen, 2020)
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use to Jhack' the systgm

Pattern Language

Combine socio-spatial patterns in a transparent way
(Bridging Needs and Space, Small scale and large Networks, Research
and Design, Salingaros, 2000; Fezer, 2022)

conceptual framework radical spatial
imagination, own work

methodology



an invitation to unlearn

unlearning

to make an effort to forget your usual way of doing
something so that you can learn a new and sometimes
better way’

Cambridge Dictionary, 2025

unlearning



-unlearning

space Is nests=



what are patterns? Cz

central patterns and patetrns to activate
them, own work

unlearning



what are patterns?

spaces that provide potentials for young
fluidly housed adults to interact with
space or with each other through space

unlearning

‘oocke)
= SPGo .fo( MCOUﬂhf

central patterns and patetrns to activate
them, own work



organizing patterns

Literature
Fieldwork
Research by Design

I

ystem

Food
Water
Shelter
Agency
Satisfiers

O>n=sm

I

uantity

Number of cards in each type of pattern

I

gives a first overview of the theme of
each pattern

Principles for Careful Design

Access

Foster Solidarity
Activate

Adapt

A8

makes the pattern accessible to people
and invite them to get involved

Links

Different patterns can be linked within and
across the pattern fields. The ones that
complement each other or solve the same
problem are linked. The other connections
will be displayed in the pattern field.

Connected to: Sa.2, Sa.3, Sa.5, Sa.6, Sa.7, Sa.8, A.50,
A5, A52,A53 Ab4

Similarto: A17, A19, A.20, A21, A22

Mutual support: A1, A12, A17, A9, A.20, A2, A22,
A.23, A29

Supports: A.24, A.25, A26

Enables: A49, S18

Hypothesis

explains the socio-spatial connection
of each pattern

Type

P Policy

S Spacial

C Community

unlearning

Architectural setbacks create transitional
spaces that invite public appropriation,
fostering social interaction, urban vitality,

1{s: and adaptive use.

Related Emotions

u privacy & security

solidarity & community
flexibility & autonomy

XS X
Theoretical Backup - why?

In Brussels, many of these spaces encourage public ap-
propriation by providing room for gathering, lingering, and
informal activities. This fosters social interaction, enhances
urban vitality, and allows for adaptive uses such as seating
areas, and cultural events.

XS materials

S furniture

m buildings

I squares

x| streets, networks and city

Social implication - how?

Municipal regulations mandate setbacks to create semi-
public spaces.

Governments offer tax benefits orincreased floor-area
ratios for projects incorporating accessible setbacks.
Cities integrate setback requirements into master plans to
promote interactive streetscapes.

Local groups repurpose setback spaces with temporary
furniture, art, or greenery.

Neighborhood associations advocate for inclusive, user-
friendly setback designs.

top down

bottom up

social implication

describes measures with which this pattern
can be implemented and naming a respon-

sible care-taker

Spatial implication - where?

- commercial streets
* Public squares
plazas
Semi-Public Spaces
University campuses
Library and museum forecourts
Inner courtyards of mixed-use buildings

extrovert

introvert

spatial implication

describes suitable locations on where this
pattern can be implemented

examplary pattern,

own work
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undertsanding how to use patterns

Literature
Fieldwork
Research by Design

F Food
W Water
S Shelter
A Agency
Sa Satisfiers - .
_ )
lugin Construction

Number of cards in each type of pattern

gives a first overview of the theme of
each pattern
Principles for Careful Design C

Access

Foster Solidarity

Activate

Adapt
makes the pattern accessible to people m__,
and invite them to get involved J

Ci

Connected to: Sall, Sa.2, Sa.3, Sa4, Sa.b, Sa.6, Sa./, Sa.8
Supports: A12, A17, A9, A.21, A22, A23, A29 A.32, A33,
A.34, A.35

I

Different patterns can be linked within and Supported by: A7
across the pattern fields. The ones that Enables: A.5, S15, WA
complement each other or solve the same
problem are linked. The other connections
will be displayed in the pattern field. u privacy & security
Designing construction modes that solidarity & community
allow for the easy addition or removal of flexiolty &autonomy
explains the socio-spatial connection . ..
of each pattern elements empowers individuals to adapt
.. theirenvironment to personal needs, even
| S without prior knowledge or expertise.
P Policy
S Spacial
C  Community examplary pattern,

own work

unlearning



undertsanding how to use patterns

unlearning

.

A8
Back and Forth

S _~ = ““ / h =
\ LA ) ;
\ 1 <
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A L e

central patterns and patetrns to activate
them, own work



undertsanding how to use patterns

A5 A18

WA
Charging Station Backand Forthx

Water Plug-in
|

N s \S
/ > Pt

IR N N
P AT ez ////7\

(L N7 TN

AL T

central patterns and patetrns to activate

them, own work
unlearning



undertsanding how to use patterns

unlearning

/)

F.6

7\

Foodscharing Fridge

T
)

=

i

A5 g“ak N W1 W.6
Charging Station S | Water Plug-In
2N\ & |
o

W15
Water fountains

) &5

Shower Tower

central patterns and patetrns to activate
them, own work




undertsanding how to use patterns

/)

A5 g“ak N W1 W.6
Charging Station et Water Plug-in Shower Tower
>N |
| | : J:— i

o

F.21
Outdoor Kitchen

W15
Water fountains

F.6
Foodscharing Fridge

P,

T
)

i

central patterns and patetrns to activate
them, own work
unlearning



undertsanding how to use patterns
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undertsanding how to use patterns

carefully designed

SA5
Pet Architecture

easlly activated
bottom-up

possibilities to plug-in interventions,
own work



adaptable method for careful design
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centered around h

@ Accessible Food

Sai

Connected to:

F1, F2, F3,F4, F5 F6,F7 F8 F9 F10, F12, F13, F14,
F15, F16, F17, F18, F19, F.20, F21, F.22, F.23, F.24, A,
A2,A3 A4 A5 A6 Sa2 Sa3

Access to free food through snack paths
and community kitchens provides essen-
tial nutrition, reduces food insecurity, and

improves the well-being and liveability of

unhoused young adults.

® Accessible Water

uman needs

Sa.2

Accessible Water

Connected to:

Sal, Sa.3,F1, F2,F.3,FE5 FN, F12, F13, F15, F16, F19,
WA, W.2, W.3, W4, W5 W.6 W7 W.8 WS, W0, W1, W2,
W13, W.gd, W15, A6

Access to clean, drinkable water in the city
improves health, hydration, and overall
well-being, significantly enhancing the

liveability of unhoused young adults.

Sa.3

Connected to:

Sa2; Sa4, W1, W.3, W4, W.5 W.6, W7, W.8, W13, W15,

Ab

Being able to maintain hygiene is
essential for both pphisical and

mental well-being.

@ Accessible Shelter

Sa4d

[Tl

Connected to:

SA2,SA3,Sa5 A7.A8,S1S2.S3,S4,S5.S6,S7
S$.8,S9, 810, SM, S12, S13, S14, S15, S16, S17, S8,
S19, W1, W.3, WA, W6, W7 .

Enabling fluidly housed individuals
to enjoy private settings for intimate
uses is essential to improve liveability.

Sa.5

Connected to:
Sa4,A7 A8 A9 S1S2S3,54,S5,S6,S758,S9,
S0, SM, S12, 13, S14, S5, S16, S17,S18, S19, S.20

Ensuring the protection of rights pro-
motes dignity and equality, improving
liveability for unhoused young adults.

© Autonomy, Knowledge

& Solidarity

Connected to:

Sa7,Sa8A1 A2 A3 A4, A5 A6 AT A8 A9 AT,
AT A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, AT7, A18, A9, A20, A1,
A22,A23 A24,A25 A26, A27, A28 A29, A30,A31,
A32,A33,A34,A35 A36,A37, A38 A39, A40, A4,
A42,A43, A44, AA5, AA6, AAT, A48, W, W.8, W9,
FM, FA3, F15, F20, S15 .

Many young fluidly housed adults
choose flexibility over security,
therefore flexibility enhances their
liveability

Sa.7
Accessible Knowledge

/
\ /

-
Connected to:
Sa.b,Sa8 A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 AT AB A9 AT,
AN, A12, A13, A4, A5, A6, AT7, A18, A19, A20, A21,
A22,A23,A24, A25 A26,A27 A28 A29, A30,A31
A32,A33,A34,A35 A36,A37,A38 A39, A40, A4,
AA2,A43 AA4, AA5 AAL A4T, A48 W W8 WS,
FM, FA3, F15, F20, S15

Access to knowledge through libraries,
digital resources, or educational programs
empowers unhoused young adults, fos-
tering personal growth, skill development,
and improved liveability.

Sa.8
Solidarity & Community

r,
\

> U
~
~

-
Connected to:

Sa6,Sa7, A1,A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 AT A8 AS AT,
AL AN2, A13,A%4, A5, A6, AT7,A18, A19, A20,A21,
A22,A23,A24,A25 A26,A27 A28 A29 A30, A3,
A32, A33,A34,A35 A36 A37A38 A3 A40, A4,
A42,A43,A44, AAS, AA6, A4T A48 WL W8 WS,
F1, FA3, F15,F.20, S15

-

Solidarity fosters emotional stability,
resilience, and access to shared resources,
helping young fluidly housed adults better
navigate the uncertainties of everyday life.

identified satisfiers and systems,
own work

unlearning



systemic method that forms the pattern language
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understanding how to hack with patterns of care

positionality

soft story

methodology

unlearning

conclusion and reflection

Collective Care for
Commons

Connected to: Sall, Sa.2, Sa.3, Sa4, Sa.b, Sa.b, Sa7,
Sa.8

Similarto: A1, A13, A4, A5, A16

Enabled by: A1, W1

Mutual support: A.3, A4

Enables: F1, F.2, F.6, F11, F12, FA3, F15, F16, F17, F.20,
F.21, W.8, W9, A12, A23, A24, A25, A26, A28, A29

Establishing a legal framework for collabo-
rative governance between citizens and
municipalities fosters sustainable urban

-~ stewardship, social cohesion, and shared
P responsibility.

photograph of booklet ,patterns of fluid

housing’, own work
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understanding how to hack with patterns of care
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understanding how to hack with patterns of care
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understanding how to hack with patterns of care
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understanding how to hack with patterns of care

|w.1 w4 W.6 20 BSA5 |

A.24 A.25

L/

photograph of booklet ,patterns of care
and resistance’ and related patterns,
own work

positionality  soft story methodology  unlearning conclusion and reflection 52/60



i

Skt
it
Ay

S
i

30

&%@ w,,,
* v

P

: :
Sl B
; x*&ﬁhﬁ-ﬂ. 3...,.” .ﬁ*‘
S i

R TN TN

o f, |u,

.. J ,4 .\. &o vy &
e K ok SO
Q,.g,

- »

INng the

improving

become a tool to hack
ickly
Idly housed adults while creating

lasting spaces of sol

ion and reflection

conclus

lon—qu
ty?

ign
Inalizat
idari

How can urban des
ives of young flu

systems of marg



o
(O
&
Y
@
Y
.
@)
=
e
D
c
QD
e
O
o
&
@)
)
3
o)
L
O)
=
©
C
S
L
QD
©
-
-

how probable a street is chosen

angular choice




understanding how to create networks of care

A8
Back and Forth

carefully designed

for solidarity N

A5
Charging Station

W carefully designed
e for access

SA5
Pet Architecture

W15

Water fountains ‘
q
%@S <

N carefully designed
to be activated and adapted

possibilities to plug-in interventions,
own work
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understanding how to create networks of care

A.52 9
Networks of Care

Connected to: F1-F.23, W.2-W15, S1-S18, A1, A2, A3,
A6, A7,A8 A9 ANTO, ATl Al4, A1, A6, A18, A.20,
A235, A24,A25 A26,A28 A.30, A34,A.36, A49 AS0,
A51,A52,A53 A54

Enabled by: W1, A5, A12, A1/, A22, A.34

Networks of spaces that can be activated

to meet the evolving needs of fluidly

. housed adults in Brussels are essential for
) enhancing their liveability.

Theoretical Backup - why?

A network of spaces that meets diverse needs is essential to
increase the liveability of fluidly housed adults in Brussels. By
ensuring access to basic necessities, health, and security,
alongside opportunities for community, solidarity, agency,
and autonomy, such a network supports their wellbeing and
resilience in a dynamic urban environment.

Social implication - how?

- Solidify socio-spatial potential by designing adaptable

- infrastructures with standardized plug-ins, using dimen-

~ sions compatible with widely available hardware store
components.

Activate these spaces by adding or removing small inter-
ventions—such as lockers, water taps, or seating—using te

bottom up

Spatial implication - where?

Universal needs like food, water, and lockers require close
proximity and are best served by a dense, concentrated net-
work with multiple access points within each neighborhood
to ensure timely and equitable availability.

In contrast, needs related to individual and social activities—
such as collective art and knowledge sharing—benefit from a
wide, dispersed network, with at least one accessible space
per neighborhood to foster diversity and inclusivity.

conclusion and reflection

overarching pattern,
own work



learning to hack with careful design

[iAHhoug;;;;\\
still don't have

a stable home,
we are now
registered and
can meet each

other.

personas,
own work

conclusion and reflection



learning to hack with careful design

conclusion and reflection

A.50 »

/N

—
—

Connected to: Sa.2, Sa.3, Sa4, Sa.b, Sa.6, Sa.7, Sa.8
Supported by: S15, A.32, A.33, A.34, A.35

Providing unconditional housing alongside
essential support services fosters com-
munity, personal agency, and dignity—key
elements in effectively addressing home-
lessness. (Housing First Finland)
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own work



Imagining equitable and just futures requires
designing in a careful way that

provides access

fosters solidarity
allows for activation & adaptation

conclusion and reflection
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hacking the system - conceived space abstract, planned dimension of space
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design explorations in five locations,
conceived space top-down
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hacking the system - lived space spaces reclaimed and reinterpreted bottom-up
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