
              MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT 

This vision requires an active role for the core station area 
within the local community networks and the connection 
to the city scale. From the transportation point of view, it 
means giving special attention to sustainable transport 
modes as walking and cycling. At this scale, the focus has 
to be on creating direct bicycle routes to the station area. 
It also means defining the limitations of the urban structure, 
especially barriers, that are threats to the efficient use and 
accessibility of the station area.
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INCLUSIVE

The diversity has to be expressed on different scales, 
not only on the city scale, but also within the specific 
agglomeration and further on within districts and station 
areas. This vision is about creating an attractive, walkable, 
people-oriented, mixed-use environment, in which the 
station itself forms an integral part. 
Shanghai aims at intensified land use around the stations. 
The focus has to be on its quality as being as nodes in 
transportation networks as well as its place quality (place-
making). At city and district scale this means getting an 
overview of existing land use patterns and the way they 
relate and should relate to the economic development.

READABLE IMAGE

Shanghai station area should gain a permanent position 
in the structure and activity networks of the city. This 
vision symbolizes a change in the image of the existing 
railway area and its meaning to its surroundings. It , 
therefore needs a distinct character, focused on its 
central location in the urban areas. 
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It is important to experience 
going through this area 
instead of passing along it.
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Vision with 3 concepts
1. High-density, mixed-use buildings clustered around mobility hubs 
provide an attractive and safe destination for all, establishing Shanghai 
station area as an inclusive one.

2. Biking roads and pedestrian zones contribute to transforming the 
Shanghai station area into multimodal public transport hubs, thereby 
reducing the reliance on cars and realizing the goal of 15 minutes life 
circle.

3. Readable railway image. The station itself opens its facade to this 
space, conceived as a centrality.

Add values: 
giving special attention to sustainable transport modes as walking and cycling. At 
this scale, the focus has to be on creating direct bicycle routes to the station area.

Viewing platform

Priority to slow traffic

Density

Green sound-barrier

Museum Cafe

I am Shanghai Railway Museum

' I am Shanghai railway, but we are 
forbidden to talk to each other.'

The fine-grained mix of land 
uses with strong railway identity

Breakpoints in 
economic structure

New business district 
under construction

Residential buildings are 
suffering from the noise, 
dust and etc.

Low-profitable railway 
department buildings

More connections 
crossing tracks

Linkages with 
public transport

Metro station
Sound absorbing panel with 
attached advertisement

Green barrier with leisure functions

Add values: 
Creating an attractive, walkable, people-oriented, mixed-use environment.

Add values: 
Breaking down the walls in some special locations symbolizes a change in the 
image of the existing railway area and its meaning to its surroundings.

Negative greenery
blocking the waterfront space

The little park-along-the-river

Temporarily limit-use of the road 
or even permanently remove

Sound barrier contributes to 
create a friendly environment.

Functional replacement

Most of the spaces underneath the 
viaduct are used by urban amenities 
that give the structure a certain 
meaning on ground level. The arches 
are being used by people-oriented 
uses as bars, restaurants, and small 
retail shops.
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NETWORK OPERATION

ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE

URBAN IDENTITY

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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*Vision

Inclusive Area

Multimodal 
Transport hub

Readable 
Image

Isolated
Area

*Proposals

1.Network 
operation

2.Economic 
performance

3.Environmental 
Quality

4.Identity

Space-making
Integrated Spatial 

Network

Added values
(quality/place making)

Integrating
element for the whole city

Feasibility assessment
Phase design

(Financial cost,
implentation,etc.)

*Strategies

1. Create new urban axes

2. Redefine the boundary

3. Transform the surrounding 
    neighborhood

4. Urbanize Station square

5. Free up space for 
    possible developments.

From isolated to integrated
The research on improvement of connectivity in Railway Station Area (RSA) 

in Chinese high-density city centers by applying Dutch experience to Shanghai Station area
Name: Jinglun Du （4615042）         Research group: Urban Fabric

First Mentor: Rients Dijkstra                 Second Mentor: Gregory Bracken
Research Framework

Integration of four proposals
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