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The River and
Its Industrial Ghosts

Tallinn, Estonia

A Matter of Scale

Methods of Analysis and Imagination




The architecture in Tallinn
is reactionary to its landscape.
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Tracing the Harjapea River.
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“In the same way, we must learn to see the hidden forms in the vast sprawl of our cities.”

Page 12, The Image of the City by Lynch, K. (1960)
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ligiveski Mill.




R T T













I e

“‘:\“\“{\\““n ‘\“ i

A
I




Tallinn is building in ignorance of the
history of the former River Harjapea.

I
How can the Harjapea River be daylighted and reintegrated in the present-day urban context?

or, on the question of the river

I
How can abandoned existing buildings of the river's industrial past be adapted and altered to en-

gage with the present urban context?

or, on the question of the mill



Tracing

Tiigiveski
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The architecture in Tallinn
IS reactionary to its landscape.



on the question of the river

P —— D
: Original Harjapea River :
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on the question of the river

Residual landscape/ground
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on the question of the river

Residual landscape/ground
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on the question of the mill

-

Tiigiveski Mill




on the question of the river

Residual landscape/ground
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on the question of the mill

(r )
Tiigiveski Mill

Surrounding shed clusters
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on the question of the river

Residual landscape/ground

\_

on the question of the mill

/

Tiigiveski Mill

Surrounding shed clusters
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design assignment






01 Existing Site

Keeping the existing Tiigiveski paper mill
and adjoining house.



02 Bring Back the River!

Daylighting River Harjapea.



03 The Building Follows the River

Establishing an axis perpendicular to the river.



04 Straddling Existing Walls

Structural glulam grid derived from existing walls.



05 Mirroring

Mirroring the mill and house as a reactive design strategy.



06 Paths
Bringing people from street and park into the building.
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“The mirroring of architecture ‘as found' is not a passive process that lacks creativity, but an active
reflection on context and history in which positions are adopted in relation to the past.”

Larchitecture Et Son Double by De Caigny, S. (2023).

Excerpt taken from As Found: Experiments in Preservation,
by De Caigny, S., Ertas, H. & Plevoets, B. (Eds.). (2023).



Estonia ships majority of recyclable paper waste
to other countries

NEWS

Lennart Joosep Lumi
30.06.2025 08:58
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Paper waste to be repurposed
in crafts

Paper collection and sorting space
Paper-making and crafting workshop
Creative studios
Ateliers for rent
Collective events space
(eg. for makers markets)

II

Paper waste to be repurposed
in construction

Woodworking workshop
Metalworking workshop
Paper-construction fabrication
workshop
Classrooms
Storage

I11

Paper waste to be repurposed
in gardens

Community garden
Storage



Ground Floor Plan | +0,0

01
02
03

Daylighted River Harjapea
Papermaking Workshop
Machinery Room

Experimental Paper Lab

River Harjapea Permanent Exhibition
Storage Room

Water Technical Room

Restaurant

Metalworking Workshop
Woodworking Workshop

Theatre

Market Hall

Public Classroom

10 metres




existing roof

double-glazed glass shell
performs as insulation

mezzanine floor
spectating paperworks

airlock compartmentalisation
of operable fenestrations

extension to
the river
water collection

experimental
paper lab
actsas a
meeting room
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Mirrored Miﬁ

%

o
M;wk/et Hall

__Adaptable Room

Stairs to Studios
Mini-Theatre

Public Classroom
wcC

Ambulant WC
Storage/Janitor’s Closet

5 10 metres



Public Classroom




tongue and groove wood cladding

vertical battens

moisture barrier

sheathing

non-structural larsen truss wall
filled with 400mm thk cellulose insulation

T s sheathing

. vapour barrier

.. vertical battens

5 300x300 glulam post,
arranged in 6x6m grid

metal connector plate

300x200 glulam beam

600x600 paper panels,

Ty - made in-house
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Creative Studio For-Rent/Office

Paper Tube Walkway
Rooftop Garden

05
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08

07

08
09

Stairs to Juhkentali Street




Extensive Sedum Roof Tiles

Sedum vegetation cuttings

Roof tile planting-pans made from HPDE plastic

Extensive Sedum Green Roof Carpet
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10 metres

River Hirjapea Permanent Exhibition

Library Cafe
Library

Study
Pocket Garden

First Floor Plan | +4,000
Walkway

o1
02
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The Existing Sheds
e
01 Riverside Terrace
02 Restaurant

03 Wc
i: _— 04 Kitchen

05 Secondary Entrance
06 Metalworking Workshop
07 Woodworking Workshop

e 5 — — — 7 10 metres
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“To see them as a possibility for something new, part of a design process, a creative contribution to
a new project. Traces show a potential for the future rather than a citation of the past.”

Embracing Traces with a Designerly Gaze by Van Cleempoel, K. (2023).

Excerpt taken from As Found: Experiments in Preservation,
by De Caigny, S., Ertas, H. & Plevoets, B. (Eds.). (2023).
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The Library
L 01 Outdoor Deck
I —_— 02 Library Cafe -

03 wc

04 Ambulant WC
05 Storage

06 Library

07 Study

08 Stairs to Studios
09 Pocket Garden

0 5 10 metres
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Ground Floor Plan | +0,0

Daylighted River Hirjapea
Papermaking Workshop
Machinery Room

Experimental Paper Lab

River Harjapea Permanent Exhibition
Storage Room

Water Technical Room

Restaurant

Metalworking Workshop
Woodworking Workshop

Theatre

Market Hall

Public Classroom
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River Hirjapea Permanent Exhibition

Library Cafe
Library

Study
Pocket Garden

Walkway

First Floor Plan | +4,000
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10 metres
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Water collected from

nearby infrastructure

Water used W//jt/fi/in
building far purposes |

] papermakh f/j\g

=

Collection Tank

=

1

/ Water collected from
Tiigiveski Park via new

drainage pipe

/ Water directly discharged into the

daylighted river-bioswale
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