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Stitching Palimpsests

in the (former) Maranathakerk, Castricum

P5
Billy Chen
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A(nother) church closed
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2019

(Google Earth, 2022)
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(Google Earth, 2022)
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On the last Sunday of 2019
Maranathakerk, Castricum held its final service.

The (mostly) grey-haired congregation bid their church farewell.
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Just another church?
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The (former) Maranathakerk was a Reformed Protestant church
that served Castricum’s growing Northern suburbs from the 1950s
to 2000s.
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For the postwar generation, it was both a community hub and
spiritual pillar.
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L

Stripped of the cross;
the church lives on(?)
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The church plot occupies a central locale in present-day Castricum.

Nestled within its postwar expansion, yet within walking distance to
the town centre.
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In 2019, the congregation sold the site to Gemeente Castricum.

It was hoped that the municipality would help protect the social
character of the site.

The municipality instead announced their intention to demolish and
redevelop the site.
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Heritage advocates immediately mounted fierce resistance.
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Meanwhile, an upstart bilingual school was given a 5-year lease to
use the former church as a temporary school.
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Historic Condition

1954
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Historic Condition
1977
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Existing Condition
2022
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2011 2022

(Collectie fam. Eusman, 2011; Supreme College Castricum, 2022)
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Update June 2023:

Municipality decides to press ahead with
redevelopment plans. Maranathakerk to be
wholly demolished.

(Redactie De Castricummer, 2023)
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My project intends to redesign the former church building to create a
permanent home for the new school community.
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The project is both an exploration of a new type of school premise
and a petition against wasteful demolition.
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Q:

Could the heritage of Maranathakerk — its usage, rituals, character,
moods — be transferred to the new school?

To what extent could past (spatial) traces inform a new design?
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2

Urban Analysis
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The present state of the building is not suited for school use, and its
planning presents several dilemmas.



Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 35/120

[] siteBoundary ~  — % % Significant Sightlines

> Directions of Approach



Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 36/120

I
1

L NEIGHBOURHOOD (LOCAL FRONT) |
‘ - connection to the Northern ;

residential district )

TOWN (PUBLIC FRONT) .
- view from main “hy
| shopping street S

[ ] siteBoundary =~ "~~~ - > Significant Sightlines

20m @
| |
> Directions of Approach




37/120

Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest

I
1
I

NEIGHBOURHOOD (LOCAL FRONT)
- connection to the Northern ;

residential district

,5 TOWN (PUBLIC FRONT)
;' - view from main
" shopping street

fffffff > Significant Sightlines

Site Boundary

o O,
_ > Directions of Approach




Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest

-Unclear fron

t

Areas requiring “Degrowth”

xm D

38/120



Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 39/120

sl

Main octagonal structure — no entrance Two Southern doors blocked — no entrance

Present entrance positioned on shaded North facade
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3

Palimpsest & Heritage
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My thesis explores the Palimpsest as an alternative framework to
(re)designing heritage buildings.
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Within the palimpsest, the
superimposed histories beneath are (to
the modern scholar) often much more
valuable than the text visible on the
surface.

The whole is
greater than the
part.

477120



Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 48 /120

Is a heritage building simply a
compilation of “attributes” and “values”
or does it represent a larger whole?

How does heritage
influence the
present ‘life’ within
a building?
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DIMENSIONS |. TRUE PALIMPSEST

My research expanded upon the
understanding and classification of the
palimpsest

— looking at the myriad of forms
Il. CUMULATIVE IIl. SPATIAL .
PALIMPSEST PALIMPSEST palimpsests can occur.

IV. TEMPORAL V. PALIMPSEST OF
PALIMPSEST MEANINGS
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Even years after the church’s closure, traces of its past lives can
still be found in the daily life within its walls.
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Fragmentary remnant of the church continues to influence the
present use of the building and the new inhabitants.
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1978-2018

2019-2022

2019-2022
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INFORMAL FORMAL

(MULTIFUNCTIONAL (THEATRE STAGE,
HALL, SOCIAL  SERMON PODIUM)
SPACE, SEATING
GALLERY)

- 4 =
= . il - . ¥ -

1954-2018

Has its meaning changed, or did the stage

merely adopt another form of worship?
FORMAL INFORMAL

(CLASSROOM) (SOCIAL SPACE)

2019-2022
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Circle
(Eternity)

1
Cross
(Christ)

\ 10m |

Tempietto of San Pietro in Montorio, Rome
(1502)

2

Square
(Earth/Heaven)

Number of sides
Precednts
Symbolism

10m |

Cattolica di Stilo, Calabria (9th C))

4
Octagon
(Union)

L1Om 7 H%gm |
Battistero di San Giovanni, Florence (1128)



Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 58 /120

I

N
D
I

"4
I

D
U
A
L

outside

A

sanctum -« hall

om ey




Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 59/120

3. Side-door

4. Octagon

smo () 1. Entrance
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1:50 Fragment Model - — - = —~- » Approach & Sightline
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Print Room
(storage)
13 m2

-] Octagonal Hall

——————————————

______________

——————————————

| (social/
! performance)

______________

East Hall
(mixed education &
social)

130 m2

Toilets
(services)
14 m2

SUPREME COLLEGE

(mixed social &
education)
230 m2

Toilets
(services)

East Gallery
(social + food)
74 m?
West Gallery
(social + art &
N craft)
I 100 m?

Entrance
(transition)
25 m?

PRESENT PROGRAMMATIC CONFIGURATION

West Room A
(general
education)
40 m?

West Room b
(general
education)
27 m2

West Room C
(general
education)
40 m?2
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4

Stitching a Palimpsestuous* Church
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The quality of being in a palimpsest
— the meaning

*Palimpsestic / Palimpsestuous

The process of layering that
produces a palimpsest
— the craft
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= unknown to the viewer

DIMENSIONS /TRUE PALIMPSES

Imperfect melding of
layers gives rise to
meaningful observations

Il. CUMULATIVE I1l. SPATIAL
PALIMPSEST PALIMPSEST

Each layer needs
varying opacity!

IV. TEMPORAL V. PALIMPSEST OF
PALIMPSEST MEANINGS
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A palimpsestuous building is one that...
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RUE PALIMPSES

|

shows physical layers :
of time with varying - |
opacities |
|

|

|

|

Il. CUMULATIVE I1l. SPATIAL
PALIMPSEST PALIMPSEST
L — — = — — — _IL _______ 9
| I
| |
| | Houses a spectrum of
| | complimentary functions/
| rituals/characters (over time)

| |
| |

IV. TEMPORAL | V. PALIMPSEST OF |

PALIMPSEST | MEANINGS |
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Principles/tools towards palimpsestuousness:
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s

DIMENSIONS /TRUE PALIMPSES

|
|
|
I Assemblage of space
| (types); of functions;
|
|
|
|

details; views etc.

Il. CUMULATIVE I1l. SPATIAL
PALIMPSEST PALIMPSEST

e o) -
I |
| |
| |
Traces of the past (local | |
& global) embedded I |
within the design I |

| |V-TEMPORAL , V.PALIMPSEST OF

PALIMPSEST MEANINGS
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Sacred Stitching Assemblage of
geometries elements interiors
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Existing Situation
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Sacred
geometries
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10m 0 m @
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The extension follows the old tree line and create a new envelopment
around the octagonal hall.
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5 on-site horse chestnut trees are harvested for interior products.
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interior objects
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plywood
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Stitching
elements
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Assemblage of
interiors




92/120

Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest

\

\

N




Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest 93/120

My proposal will align with the school’'s emphasis on open, self-lead
learning.

The central octagon'’s role will be delegated to a number of newly
created zones.
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The new building will be composed of a series of complimentary
spaces, all flexible connected and adaptable for both school and non-
school functions.



95/120

t

impses

Heritage — Stitching Pal

ising

Revital

20m

10m




Revitalising Heritage — Stitching Palimpsest

N/

e 7.
AN
PASS

A

Y
AN

v/
1

flexible ‘living-corridor’

96 /120

Variable Depth 1.2/2.5m
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current: Octagon spills into foyer

A

new: classrooms = enfilade
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Public / Rental Configuration
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Reference to octagonal
Overlapping frames geometry

create ‘through-views’

Glas-in-beton —->
glass blocks
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moon-portals cuts
living corridor through the entire wing

forms ‘stitch’
between old & new
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light & ventilation

4: CLT moon-portals
2: framing window for between rooms

specific views
1: desk-height window

with extended sill
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S

Technical Design
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1970s timber roof joist
92x217 mm, 666 mm c.t.c.
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New structural members
600 mm c.t.c.
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. LVL rafters 600mm c.t.c.
. Glulam beams
. CLT stability walls
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Heavy --> Medium --> Light

Bricks --> Timber --> Frame

vapour movement
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South

West East

North
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natural ventilation ~
through motorised
awning windows

J

L

optional
mech.extraction

p=2-4 m (polluted mixed zone)
p=2 m (stratification height)

p=0-2 m (inhabited zone)

[TTITE

N\

- L1 —=FF 1 ]

TELHITIN
T

109/120

NETIR

sub-floor air
supply from AHU
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1050 mm

400 mm
5200 mm

wood fiber
insulation
LVL frame +
hempcrete
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1:20 Structural Fragment Model
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reflect up to 80% of UV rays
during summer

Roof Verge
1:5 Detail Section

Verge flashing, galvanised steel

Bargeboard, marine-grade douglas fir
plywood matching CLT finish

l —
S
I w Roof
DR O s Prefaltz aluminium roofing, doubled
L T standing seam 650mm
R ST 3-layer vapour-permeable airtight
LN Y T TS membrane
S A NN e IO I R oy 70 mm wood fibre sheating board
ARAYA AR N S T 200 mm wood fibre rigid insulation
C T TS T S g TR TS 30 mm Kerto Q LVL Sheating
s T s e e s e T T Wood fibre sheating board afixed to
SN S S T s N T s T : ~ timber frame between rafters
N N N ==
| |
| =

)
T

NS ottt [AETET I il
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Awning Windows (Ceiling)

| gt i [ |
e e e

1:5 Detail Section A I

KET
| o
= S

LTI

Metaglas MK-8 ‘klepraam’ window with
double-glazing, set in hardwood frame

AXA electric remote window opener (. _, ol

S

5

A5 505520550\

I

Exterior sill, engineered stone
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Typical Window (Floor)
1:5 Detail Section

Wall
215x100 mm pre-stressed R.C. lintel,
textured with brushed wooden

formwork
200x70 LVL lintels, 2x
160-300 mm hempcrete, timber frame
flush to frame-exterior
15 mm vapour-permeable lime-plaster

finish

Perforated steel insect screen, afixed

to lintels

expanding foam seal

Exterior sill, engineered stone

Window
Inward opening (turn & tilt) window in

hardwood frame, trippel-glazing
Plywood sill & reveal, 300 mm deep

115/120

Extended interior sill, 30mm plywood,
500mm deep, 750mm (desk) high from f.f.I.

[ Supported by 2mm steel L-bracket

r

i
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Floor-to-Ground Connection
1:5 Detail Section

Wall
200x100x50 mm reclaimed
waalformaat bricks, laid in single-leaf

Vapour control layer beneath
hempcrete and extending 350
mm above outside G.L.

Steel angle above vents, afixed
to stud frame

\
\ Air brick infront of telescopic vent

[ /
— BN \

wFFL =0mm /
~ e

o N

N

stretcher bond

Stainless steel brick ties set in mortar
and afixed to timber frame

50 mm ventilation gap

160-300 mm hempcrete, timber frame
flush to exterior

15 mm vapour-permeable lime-plaster
board finish

Skirting board on flexible seal

Edge insulation, foam

Floor

15 mm terazzo floor

70 mm floor screen with 16 mm heat
water heat pipes laid 200 mm c.t.c

Vapour barrier

18 mm plywood

400x82 mm Finnjoist (I-Joist) 600 mm
c.t.c,, ~300 mm cavity injected with
loose Steico Zell wood fibre insulation

18 mm plywood

e LU

450%215%x100 mm Glasfoam Perinsul HL
thermal blcok

N

Telescopic floor vent, 6450 mm?2 each,
spaced 2.5 m c.t.c. along perimeter wall

116 /120
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" Sthip Foundation "
1:5-Detail Section-

Block footing
Calcium-silicate blocks (under brick facade) 327x214x133 mm

Air gap 55 mm
Double calcium-silicate blocks (under timber frame) 327x100x133 mm

Foundation

Reinforced concrete strip 1400x200mm
Polyethylene membrane

50 mm sand binding

Vapour-control cover

50 mm stamped concrete
Polyethylene membrane
50 mm sand binding

117 /120
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Main Roof Gutter
1:5 Detail Section

Side

Aluminium cladding, doubled standing
seam

3-layer vapour-permeable airtight
membrane

100 mm wood fibre sheating board

38 x 140 mm LVL stud

Edge cleat strip

—

Aluminium clip

Gutter =
EPDM rubber membrane S —
Custom aluminium box gutter =
18 mm marine plywood i
3-layer vapour-permeable airtight =

membrane ==
25 mm PIR rigid insulation =
450 mm glulam main beam .

el

600 mm =

wooden dowel joint to LVL stud

double 38x200 mm LVL joists, 600mm c.t.c.

Roof -l

Prefaltz aluminium roofing, doubled - 1] o/
standing seam 650mm I

3-layer vapour-permeable airtight S
membrane ~

70 mm wood fibre sheating board ~|-

200 mm wood fibre rigid insulation

30 mm Kerto Q LVL Sheating
45x200 mm LVL rafter, 600mm c.t.c B O I

E
—F

ST

I
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LVL frame

LR KK

OOOOO0OOOO0O000

+ 1970s Roof
30 mm cement shingles
Aluminium gutter & waterproof

|

|

|

|

|
Compressible edge insulation foam membrane lined beneath roofing,

extending 500 mm
Sheating board
Insulation between timber purlins
92x217 mm timber rafters

eel strip 400x50x4 mm

L 700x100x10 mm
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Towards Castricum’s vaeaA+ church
palimpsestuous




