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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments:

Personal information

Name

V.M. (Gina) Guravage

Student number 5067030

Studio |

Name / Theme Resilient Rotterdam Graduation Studio - Veldacademie
Main mentor Jacques Vink Architecture

Second mentor Frank Schnater Architectural Engineering and

Technology (AE+T)

Argumentation of choice
of the studio

I want to discover more about the social impact of the
built environment and to learn what tools we have as

architects to design user-friendly buildings with added
public value.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Places That Happen

Goal

Location:

Pendrecht

The posed problem,

The disconnection between functions in Pendrecht opposes
the possibility for social and cultural exchange in the public
space, degrading it to a meaningless transition zone. This
contributes to the sense of anonymity, unsafety, and a
fear of the ‘unknown other’.

research questions and

How can exchange and interaction be facilitated in the
public space of Pendrecht?

- What was the social ideology behind the housing
design in Pendrecht and how does that relate to the
current demographical and urban developments?

- How does the feeling of belonging in the parochial
and public domain develop?

- What is the current dynamic in Pendrecht from
residents’ perspectives and experiences.

- What are the characteristics and tools for creating a

successful public space?
- What interventions in the public space would create
more overlap and exchange between residents?
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design assignment in The heart of Pendrecht, Plein 1953, needs a building with
which these result. a diverse public program to give new socio-cultural value
to the square and increase the exchange and interaction

between residents.

Process

Method description
The theoretical framework will be researched by a literature review. To understand

how these principles relate to Pendrecht, a combination of site visits, street
interviews, in-depth interviews, and workshops with residents are completed.
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

The studio revolves around researching local (social) dynamics and using this
fieldwork as input for user-oriented design decisions. In my research paper, I sought
to get a grip on the residents’ perspective of Pendrecht, and uncover the causes and
influences why the neighbourhood is experienced as such. I believe this bottom-up
view, learning from the local expertise and the context rather than simply projecting
one’s own assumptions and short-sighted solutions, is the key to a well-founded and
resilient design.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.

My research uses Pendrecht as a case study but is also applicable to many other

modernist neighbourhoods. All of these neighbourhoods are in transition, or will be in

the near future. I believe that through careful consideration of the original design

principles and the current needs of residents, we can regenerate these

neighbourhoods safe, resilient, and inclusive places to live.




