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The many lives

of the traffic machine



Events rather than seasons marks the rhythm of the city. A 

phenomenon which is particularly present in Sao Paulo where 

dates such as the carnival or important soccer matches modify 

the behavior of streets all over the city. Hence the aim is for 

a recodifi cation of streets based on a larger extend of events 

happening on them; from traffi c fl ows, at various speeds, to 

the more extraordinary events like a parade or a riot. More 

particularly, the project recasts the Minhocão bypass as a place 

for appropriation and the staging of events while keeping its 

capacity to conduct the fl ows of traffi c. 
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

The “Mihnocao” is a 3 kilometers bypass going 
through Sao Paulo center. 
Burdett, R. and A Sudjic, D: The Endless City: The Urban 
Age Project by the London School of Economics and 
Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society. Phaidon 
Press, 2010.



Back in the 20s with the apparition of cars, architects 
started imagining cities as broad networks of roads 
with buildings in between. Aiming for the most 
effi cient fl ows of movement and thus facilitating the 
expansion of cities over the territory. This vision was 
later materialized in the 40s and 50s.

Fifty years ahead from the imposition of high-speed 
infrastructure cutting off the existing fabric of many 
cities all over the world, a recodifi cation of these 
arteries is needed to allow a slower inhabitation.  
Differently from the explicit resistance brought out in 
the 60s by critics like Jane Jacobs, my project aims 
an intensifi cation of their inherent spatial values, 
but these time for the staging of certain alternative 
events which are moreover particularly latent in the 
consolidated city. Places where in any case, traffi c 
already runs at walking speed due to nowadays 
congestion. 

Hence, a careful reading of traffi c dynamics 
underscores overlooked spaces with the potential 
to host a wider range of events without signifi cantly 
altering its former function. Discovering highly 
valuable space in the core of cities even if only 
temporarily. 

Particurlarly, the Minhocao bypass in Sao Paulo (BR) 
is taken as the site of the project. A three kilometers 
bypass that was meant to go over the city to avoid 
any congestion but has unexpectedly proved along 
these years to strongly connect to the ground fl oor 
and to the adjacent neighborhoods. The proximity 
to residential buildings provoked a reaction among 
the neighbors in 1976, causing its closing to traffi c 
during the night time. Then later in the 90s extended 
to Sundays and holidays.
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Potential junction with the adjacencies of the fl yover. 
graphic by: A. Vega, 2016.   

The many lives of the traffi c machine

Transversal streets

1. Av. Pacaembu

This is the most congested avenue, after Av. Concolacao. A 
pedestrianian path needs to be placed to allow a continuous 
circulation that vinculates the sidewalks in both sides. The 
adjacency of the pedestrian bridge to the bypass should allow 
the access to the “pre-event” lane. These place opens the 
widests views along the Minhocao; the hills of the Cantereira 
National Park  appear in the backround. 

2. Rua Conceleiro Bolero

A twenty degrees turn of the bypass, where a second oblique 
street bifurques opening the views. At the side of the pre event 
ribbon there are two contiguous plots with car related services 
(a gas station and a workshop), splited by this street.

3. Av. Angelica

This is the most traffi c congested street among all the 
trasversals, also highly pedestrian due to the great amount 
of comerce that carries along. Directly connects to Buenos 
Aires park, which is the center of the wealthy neighborhood 
of Higenopolis. Passes right under the end of the third cars 
ramp, dividing the Praca Marechal Deodoro in two. Once 
over the fl yover, this spot gives the wide panoramic vies over 
the tree tops.

4. Rua Albuquerque Lins

In this intersection, a second metro stop is located. Differently 
from Santa Cecilia station this one lies under a very visible 
concrete structure. Behind it there is an unused fenced plot 
that should be incorporated to the park aside. The coincidence 
of levels between the roof and the cars platform should be 
used to give a direct access point for the commuters.

5. Alameda Barros

This is the other oblique radio that bifurcates to the left of 
the bypass. At this point the bike way goes appart from 
the underpass, to then yuxtapose the bypass again at mal. 
deodoro’s metro station.

6. Rua Martin Francisco

The second car ramp reaches the fl yover right above this in-
tersection. In order to fi t the plot the ramp contorts describing 
a subtle curb. A building is encircled inside the curb. Eighty 
meters apart from the intersection a large concrete electric 
plant can be found; this element provides the largest horizontal 
surface along the whole bypass. Its resistance and size 
suggests a great opportunity to grow useful space aside the 
cars platform. The proportions, that contrast the longitudinality 
of streets, allow a greater concentration of people and more 
fl exible confi gurations. It needs to be connected to the pre 
event ribbon, somehow passing over the fl yover.

7. Rua Ana Cintra

This is a very short perpendicular street that directly ends in 
Santa Cecilia’s Church, which is the oldest landmark in the 
area and thus the symbolic center of the neighborhood. Right 
in the corner where the street meets the underpass is located 
the metro stop. Opposite to the metro gate there is a small 
parking lot that provides a useful accessing space, and thus 
keeping the park untouched. The underpass aside the park is 
occupied by the biggest bus terminal in the area (Amaral Gur-
gel); this hard-paved area should be incorporated to the park 
to form one coherent whole, though partially hindered by the 
precense of a car ramp. A place that should allow an oscillating 
use in between buses accessing and leisure use.
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Site

8. Rua das Palmeiras

This street is 1 kilometer long; the fi rst and last quarters go aside 
two parks which are also adjacent to the Minhocao. However this 
street describes a shorter path between the two parks, moreover 
connects the two metro stops of the red line (Santa Cecilia and 
Mal. Deodoro). The metro stops and the great amount of com-
merce along this street makes it the most pedestrianly used street 
crossing the Minhocao. Its eventual pedestranization wouldnt 
signifi cantly disturb traffi c and could bring even greater comercial 
profi ts if well planned. 

9. Rua Jaguaribe

In this intersection, the street under the bypass diverges into two 
oblique streets. From here the platform fl ies over a park along 300 
meters where again overlaps a street (av. Sao Joao). Particularly at 
this extreme of the park other smaller portions of open space can 
be found; these are a consequence of the odd geometries that are 
usually found in a traffi c node like this. The simultaneus presence 
of the three modes of mobility need to be solved.

10. Rua Gem Jardim

The roof top of a gas station takes the entire side of the block in 
between Maj Sertorio and Gem Jardin. Gas stations are integral 
element to this same “traffi c machine”, a place where traffi c 
temporarily rests and could be easily shifted to carry the transfer 
from vehicular movement towards walking. This are structures 
that perform at the scale cars and therefore usually provides extra 
space if compared to the other land uses in the adjacencies of 
the Mihnocao.

11. Av. Consolacao

This major avenue is a ridge that the bypass reaches right before 
the topography descends towards Anhangabau valley. Its level 
coincides with the bypass cars platform. Whilst, the underpass 
level is continued though a tunnel under Praca Roosevelt. Here, 
the fl yovers platform bifurcates to allow the distribution of traffi c 
to both levels, the two directions and this avenue. Its necessary 
to bridge the Minhocao with this square at a pedestrian level, thus 
linking together the bypass to Rua Augusta and further away to 
Av. Paulista; a currently pedestrian conduit that goes through the 
busiest partying street of SP, and then reaches Paulista avenue, 
the more emblematic business street of the city.

Landmarks 

A. Paulista avenue
B. Buenos Aires park
C. Consolacao cementery
D. Roosevelt park
E. Republica square
F. Municipal Theater
G. Anhangabau park
H. Padre Manuel da Nobrega Square
I. Patriarca square
J. Se square (foundational square)
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Site

Left: Growth of Sao Paulo in the XX century. 

The experience of the cityscape is dictated 
by the means of circulation. A three folded landscape 
is depicted here, where speed is the main factor 
of perception when conducted through the lines of 
infrastructure. The fl yover stands above the horizon, 
giving a advantageous sight position. While the 
subway remains in the mind of the commuter, only 
apparent to the view near the gates where the crowds 
come together.

Right: “Street Molecules”

The space of the street its defi ned by moving 
elements. A collection of spaces in constant mutation 
that responds to occupation of various kinds of 
animated beings. Each space describes a region 
according to the behaviour of the beings alone and in 
varying opposition to others. 
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Closing day of the of the Festival Baixo Centro. 
Two swiming pools and syntetic grass were implemented.  
(http://sao-paulo.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,minho-
cao-tem-um-domingo-com-piscina-e-churrasco,856338)

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Closed on Sundays and holidays for exclusive 
pedestrian use since 1976, only 6 years after built due 
to complaints of the residents. From the 90s the closing 
time was extended to every night from 21:30 to 6:30.  
(http://www.namu.com.br/materias/minhocao-mais-um-
parque-em-sp)

Site
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“Work on the highway, the largest infrastructure 
project of its time in Latin America, was completed in 
1970.” Gossman, Christina (18 May 2012). “Finding relief 
in the world’s most congested city: a Sunday afternoon 
on São Paulo’s Minhocão”. Atlantic Cities. Retrieved 29 
September 2014. Image: (https://www.pinterest.com/
luizsilvasilva5/s%C3%A3o-paulo-antiga/)

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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A swimming pool was built at the Mihnocao as 
part of an intervention by Luana Geiger during the Bienal 
de Arquitetura de Sao Paulo, 2014. (http://sao-paulo.
estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,piscina-e-montada-em-ci-
ma-do-minhocao,1144198)

Site



“Anhangabau Valley, SP.”  Ferraz, M.C.: Lina Bo 
Bardi, Instituto Lina Bo e P.M. Bardi, 2008.
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Sao Paulo, transgression in The City of Walls* 

Sao Paulo is an exemplary metropolitan city in the Latin 
American context. A city built under the paradigm of 
the private car, with the fastest growth rate of the world 
during the decades of the 60’s and 70’s. Becoming today 
the third in size in terms of population and the defi nitive 
center of Brazil’s economy. An evident inequality in the 
distribution of wealth has produced a city unable to 
produce shared space. The rich and the poor are secluded 
by walls and separated by great distances. A gap that 
directly relates to an uneven access to services and job 
opportunities.
  
An exaggerated road infrastructure devoted to a 
privileged segment of the population and the insuffi cient 
public transport generates prolonged commutes and 
severe issues of inaccessibility which clearly mirrors the 
lack of public space. 

Besides the frenetic reproduction of work and 
consumption, the city remains resilient in producing 
leisure time and social cohesion during the eventual 
happening of extraordinary events and traditional festive 
dates. Catholic dates such as the carnival or important 
soccer matches shift the dynamics of the whole city 
reclaiming space from the streets for congregation and 
celebration. Events, rather than seasons, mark the rhythm 
of this city.  

* do Rio Caldeira, T.P.: City of Walls: Crime, Segregation, 
and Citizenship in São Paulo, University of California 
Press, 2000.

Site
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Sao Paulo A city of Events
Topological Map, graphic by: A. Vega, 2016.   

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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  Minhocao bypass

Site



20

“Traffi c and security fears make the rich helicop-
ter commuters.” Burdett, R. and A Sudjic, D: The Endless 
City: The Urban Age Project by the London School of Eco-
nomics and Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society. 
Phaidon Press, 2010. 

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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“The lack of investment in transport infrae-
structure handicps the city.”  Burdett, R. and A Sudjic, D: 
The Endless City: The Urban Age Project by the London 
School of Economics and Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Her-
rhausen Society. Phaidon Press, 2010. 

Site description



22

Street market. Burdett, R. and A Sudjic, D: The 
Endless City: The Urban Age Project by the London 
School of Economics and Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Her-
rhausen Society. Phaidon Press, 2010.
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Tower blocks with siwiming pools overlooksthe 
precarious houses of the Paraisopolis favela. 
(http://thegroundtruthproject.org/projects/the-great-
divide)

Site description
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Above: Growth of Sao Paulo in the XX century 
(http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.
php?t=1681022)

Below: Panoramic view of the city’s centre. 
(http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.
php?t=122981)

The many lives of the traffi c machine



25

Site description

Surroundings of the Minhocao 

5 km X 5 km 
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

Morning scene: Junction with Maj Sertorio 
Metro Station. Traffi c runs in normality while the two 
elevated platforms suit other events in te edge of the 
fl yover.
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The project stretches along the whole length 
of the bypass, offering various accesses to this 
resource. Carefully seizing to the opportunities and in 
conformity to each specifi c location.

The new elements merge with the fl yover, 
emulating the tectonics and the outlines which origi-
nally correspond to traffi c,but subtlety adapts to this 
slower and more fragile inhabitation.  
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

The metro station lies under a very visible 
concrete structure. Behind it there is an unused 
fenced which is incorporated to the park aside. The 
coincidence of levels between the roof and the cars 
platform makes possible a direct access for the 
commuters towards the bypass.



Project

29



30

The many lives of the traffi c machine

This intersection is one of the most traffi c 
congested street among all the trasversals, also 
highly pedestrian due to the great amount of comerce 
that carries along. Directly connects to Buenos Aires 
park, which is the center of the wealthy neighborhood 
of Higenopolis. Passes right under the end of the 
third cars ramp, dividing the Praca Marechal Deodoro 

in two. Once over the fl yover, this spot gives the 
wide panoramic vies over the tree tops. The plaza 
is sloped giving a generous accesing to the bypass 
level. On top a big square relates to the bypass, 
offering space that precedes opening of the bypass 
for pedestrians.



Project
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

Afternoon scene: Junction with Santa Cecilia 
Metro Station. The less congested lane of the bypass 
is closed for the setling of the event some hours in 
advance the coming of the crowds. 
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The design is sympathetic to the infrastruc-
ture’s aesthetics.Turning the old and new into one co-
herent whole;which doesn’t discriminate the original 
function nor its overall reading. 

The robustness, the unclutters and size 
of the intervention Are some of the features that 
evolve further taking the same basic principles of its 
predecessor.  
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

A doubled conection is provided to allow an 
easy access to the bypass and over it towards the 
opposite side of Sao Joao avenue. Acroos to the 
metro gate there is a small parking lot that provides 
a useful accessing space, and thus keeping the park 
untouched.



Project
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

At this point the bypass turns 30 degrees and 
juxtaposes again a street, Sao Joao avenu.

This avenue is the shortest way to get to 
Sao Paulo’s center; in fact, one kilometer away from 
here it becomes pedestrianized marking a kind of 

entrance to the downtown’s core. This artery it’s been 
symbolically important since the 40’s as it is one of 
the paradigmatic modern arteries breaking through 
the city limits at the beginning of the city’s ‘”growth 
explosion”. In the end one of the most emblematic 
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buildings, the Edifício Altino Arantes (Banespa), sets 
a strong focal point indicating the center of the city. 
Turning your head clockwise, in parallel to the bypass 
direction, another emblematic building, the ed. Co-
pan, comes to sight.

A big pedestrian fl yover goes over Sao Joao 
avenue conecting the to sides of the neighborhood, 
settling an elevated promenade that dramatizes the 
relation with cars in various ways. 
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

Eighty meters apart from the intersection 
a large concrete electric plant can be found; this 
element provides the largest horizontal surface along 
the whole bypass. Its resistance and size suggests a 
great opportunity to grow useful space aside the cars 
platform. The proportions, that contrast the longitu-

dinality of streets, allow a greater concentration of 
people and more fl exible confi gurations.



Project
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

NIght scene: “Flying over” a major avenue. 
Here the Minhocao is bridge with Roosevelt square, 
linking together the bypass to Rua Augusta and 
further away to Av. Paulista; a currently highly pedes-
trian conduit that goes through the busiest partying 

street of SP, and then reaches Paulista avenue, the 
more emblematic business street of the city. 
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This appears to the eyes of the citizen as 
a strong presence that differs from the chaos, the 
weaker and the everchanging architecture in the 
surroundings.  

Exalting infrastructure as a place for public 

encounters and identifi cation based in the premise 
that these elements are more meaningful to the col-
lective comprehension of a city such as Sao Paulo, 
if compared to the more traditional understanding of 
public space.
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

The roof top of a gas station takes the entire 
side of the block in between Maj Sertorio and Gem 
Jardin. Gas stations are integral element to this same 
“traffi c machine”, a place where traffi c temporarily 
rests and could be easily shifted to carry the transfer 

from vehicular movement towards walking. This are 
structures that perform at the scale cars and there-
fore usually provides extra space if compared to the 
other land uses in the adjacencies of the Mihnocao. 



Project
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The many lives of the traffi c machine

A meandering pasarell overpasses a wide 
streets juncture. Its width gets expanded at certain 
crucial sghting points. 



Project
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Speech, Claim and Project Description.

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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“Street molecules”

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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“Metamorphosis”: from cars to pedestrians.

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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A “primitive hut”

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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Blast the Machine: Polarized light- weigth structures 
along the lines of infrastructure.  

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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The “meandering river”

The many lives of the traffi c machine



57

Project
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The ‘machine’s interface”: in between the ground level 
and the overpass. 

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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The ”pre-event”

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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The ”pre-event” ribbon

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Project
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Moving sequence depiction

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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“Bloco da Rua”. street carnival blocking the street. 
(http://www.gettyimages.nl/detail/nieuwsfoto’s/revellers-
take-part-in-the-cordao-da-bola-preta-biggest-nieuwsfo-
tos/475792755)

Evidence
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Over 5000 people witnessed Sidney Magal 
concert during the carnival at Villa Mariana , 2016. (http://
alalao.blogfolha.uol.com.br/2016/02/06/bloco-na-vi-
la-mariana-tera-astro-da-musica-brega/)

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Circus show in the heights of Anhagabau’s palco 
durnig the cultural event “Virada Cultural”, 2016. (http://
culturaediversao.metrojornal.com.br/2016/05/22/vira-
da-cultural-e-marcada-por-protestos-contra-michel-te-
mer-veja-fotos/)

Evidence
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Crowths at the outskirts of the “Loolapaloza Fest”, 
2013. (https://asgringapira.wordpress.com/)
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“Sinta-se la” markting campaing of Fox Sports 
inside the wagoons of the yellow line metro during 
the FIFA World Cup, 2014. (http://www.mobilidadesp.
net/2013/11/fox-sports-transforma-metro-de-sao-paulo-
em-estadio-de-futebol.html)

Evidence
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Manifestation because of the rising of the 
subway rates three days before the inauguration of 
the FIFA World Cup, 2014.  (http://noticias.uol.com.br/
album/2016/01/08/protestos-contra-aumento-da-tari-
fa-do-transporte-publico-pelo-brasil.htm)

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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“Rush hour” at the Se subway station in the 
centre of Sao Paulo, 2015.  (http://seyidekol.blogspot.
nl/2015/08/so-you-think-lagos-rush-hour-is-crazy.html)

Evidence
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Above: Pink Floyd concert in a fl oating stage at 
the Canal di San Marco in venice, 1989.
(http://www.wlup.com/2014/07/15/watch-pink-fl oyds-
fl oating-venice-concert-25-years-ago-today/)

Below: Live from Jodrel Bank, Cheshire, 2012. 
Best outdoors event in 2012. (http://groundcontroluk.
com/?portfolio=live-at-jordell-bank) 
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Above: A circus parade around tents, with crowd 
watching alongside railroad train. Poster dates to 1874.
(http://retrosnapshots.com/rare-circus-tents-trains-pa-
rade-circus-poster.html)

Below: Cirque du Soleil La Joya Riviera Maya, 
Playa del Carmen, Mexico,  2015. (http://themeparkuni-
versity.com/outside-the-parks/joya-opens-cirque-du-
soleils-fi rst-immersive-dinner-show/)  

Evidence
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Museo de Arte de Sao Paulo next to Av. Paulista, 
opened in 1968. By Lina Bo Bardi. 
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Marquee at Ibirapuera Park, completed in 1954. 
By Oscar Niemeyer

Precedents
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Poupatempo Itaquera, completed in 1998. By 
Paulo Mendes da Rocha

The many lives of the traffi c machine
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Above: Praca de Patriarca, completed in 2002. By 
Paulo Mendes da Rocha.

Below: Museo Brasilero de Escultura Paulo, com-
pleted in 2002. By Paulo Mendes da Rocha. 

Precedents



Above: The High Line Park, New York City, opened 
in 2009. (http://www.dezeen.com/2011/06/13/the-high-
line-section-2-by-diller-scofi dio-renfro-and-james-corner-
fi eld-operations/)

Below: : The High Line Park, New York City, 
opened in 2009. (https://bigcitiesbrightlights.wordpress.
com/2012/11/15/nyc-chelsea-art-on-and-around-the-
high-line/)
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Above: The High Line Park, New York City, opened 
in 2009. (http://www.dezeen.com/2011/06/13/the-high-
line-section-2-by-diller-scofi dio-renfro-and-james-corner-
fi eld-operations/)

Below: : The High Line Park, New York City, 
opened in 2009. (https://bigcitiesbrightlights.wordpress.
com/2012/11/15/nyc-chelsea-art-on-and-around-the-
high-line/)
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Hardbrücke Railway Station, completed in 2007. 
By EM2N
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Above: Centro Cultural Sao Paulo, opened in 
1976.  Located in an elongated plot in between two major 
highways.  It has a huge accesible roof terraza (http://
www.cce.usp.br/dvredes/downloads/projetos/Centro_
Cultural/Documenta%E7%E3o_Centro%20Cultural.pdf/)

Below: Centro Cultural Sao Paulo, opened in 
1976.   The design is intergrated to the metro station 
Vergeiro. Design by Enrico Prado Lopes and Luiz 
Telles is https://www.fl ickr.com/photos/camilapico-
lo/5893242126/)

Precedents


