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I pick up an old newspaper ‘Everybody in power, no one in charge’. Last week we made 
headlines; heavy riots led a fierce field of destruction behind. I think about The Heysel 
Stadium disaster from 1985, where 39 people lost their lives in our city. It’s clear. Brus-
sels breathes the football atmosphere, and simultaneously deals with issues of tension. 
It forms this socially relevant debacle about the coming together of a force of relief 
(supporter groups) and a force to contain it (law enforcement and the public opinion).

And this is when I encountered Jara, an aspirant architect from our neighboring coun-
try. Initially met with suspicion, later in conversation asking the right questions. And I 
suppose ‘die lange’ made a  point. 

It became clear, as of today, we, communities of football fans, are encountering diffi-
culties to place ourselves in the city. As we exist in large groups expressing our group 
identity with lots of energy we find value;  it’s a necessity. We need a place in the city 
but do require certain borders. The sport and its energy generated by these large 
groups supporting it, made him wonder how we can contain it in the city. 

His fascination, as he explained lays with a very specific phenomenon. Creating for a 
specific kind of people. From the start, intrigued to see how this action of people in 
urban space shapes something spatially, has connotations and has an effect. To under-
stand what kind of spatial quality these tangible and intangible borders have, to be able 
to start experimenting with the border as a space. 

It was important for him to first find out what makes the tension. What makes the 
atmosphere. To understand which borders are present in Brussels football spheres. 
To understand systems of behaviour in order to examine how large supporter groups 
interact with the concept of the border within Brussels’ football networks.  

First it was important to understand what those networks are that service the football 
structure and form the football culture of Brussels. This student decided to dive into 
the football scene of a specific Brussel based club: that of RSC Anderlecht. He consulted 
newspapers, books and followed our groups on online platforms such as Instagram 
and Facebook. 

In December last year, he walked his way from the appropriated trespasses and calm 
parks into the crowds. Twice. From our so called Aperos, the pre match gatherings, he 
witnessed how the supporters built up their atmosphere from point A in the city to 
point B, the tribune. 

Through photography and film, he has shown this infrastructure as a series. From the 
main stage of the Christmas market apero, along the back to the metro station. And 
from the metro, marching through the streets. Arriving in the football territory, the set 
out stage by bodies, busses and fences where last pre-match consumptions are consu-
med and the last songs are sang. And where privacy is demanded he wrote, and extrac-
ted the border moments he witnessed. 

We provided insight analytical opportunities  when he met the leaders of the group and 
moved around club supporters, barkeepers, caterers, merchandisers and neighbours. 

The visits documented in a map, that traces back his journey with the supporter groups 
through the several spaces. It shows how the network goes beyond the stadium itself.
The technique outlays the connected program, mobility and physical borders and sorts 
several actions by the different actors.

At first a stranger, later drained in camaraderie. he went into the crowds, writing, cap-
turing observing without intervening. 
Altogether the result now laying in front of me. An Atlas. A handbook, glossary or ca-
talogue of Border moments in the football sphere categorised through time. Like a se-
quence. While I move through its pages I oversee our culture.

A repeating element is that of the reinvented use of space, where extensions are made, 
functions are changed and unique performances are displayed. The time based ap-
proach then used to form the narrative of his project. 

I lost track of time. Antwerp on the menu. Today we get those scumbacks. Bolle arran-
ged a meeting at the clubhouse behind the bridge.

Chapter I A letter: from supporter to architect. 

matchday  16.30

about  17.35

“When urban territory is demarked, the trains have been stormed, the walls wa-
tered, the colors presented and the fights have been fought. The barriers are set 
out now.
Where the stage is set, we execute the play. Or not. But when the play is performed, 
we will be watched.

We create that multifunctionality of space and elements. We reevaluate the physi-
cal limitations of architecture. And find height to surpass, risk to work our way 
around these borders. We violate them, or give them meaning and load. We create 
them intangible, in chemicals and color, or in bodies and sound. 

The stand is a habitat, the hallways our living rooms. Some risk their lives to ex-
press our colors. This is our stage, our way. We disinfect our architectures in protest 
and expression of our values. We pick our enemies in hostility. But stand together 
when needed. We decide the rhythm of the game, stop… and give a proper talking 
when demanded. To finally thrive again and celebrate with thousands. And when 
history is made, we honor and pass on the legacies that have been left.”

“It’s about 10 past 8.  Time to make the move inside. Quietly awaiting the right 
moment. Trying to behave as normal as possible, but this can’t other than look sus-
picious. Guard moves away for a moment and action. Pushed through the gate. Full 
height turnstile. Nervously I look up the stairs, where the guards stand in line and 
await me for the search, trying to figure out if we got caught. The guards on both 

sides didn’t see it or don’t want to see it. Made it, we are clear. 
Jaws clenched from adrenaline. I am in. I enter a new world. Underground. Raw. I 
am at the very front, front row from the ‘gutter’, roped off for passage of only flag 
wavers, leaders and the plateau where they perform.”

90 + 1’ And then the last minute winner. Supporters fly down, feet in the racks, the 
crowd seems to grow by a meter, while clenched fists and cries of victory dominate. 
The Capo walks down. I give him a pat on the shoulder. He looks at me briefly, mild-
ly friendly, walks on. Jet besotted. This one doesn’t recognize me anymore. That’s 
okay. You get that. What an experience.”
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The train tracks and the canal and their strong 
powerful underpasses, and bridges work as 
the gate to an appropriated neighbourhood. 
On the side walls and sides of and around the-
se important infrastructural nodes tags are 
placed, referring to the club and its hard-core 
fan scenes. The demarcation of territory. 

Demarked urban gates. 

01.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
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Club flags hanging over the balconies or placed 
behind the windows. Interiors completely ap-
propriated to the club.

Urban representation.

02.

Right: Author. (December 19, 2023). The Facade.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
 

infinite Time

clubs’ flag

appropriated interiors 

Club accessoires

255 50
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Mainly bouncers, gym fanatics, and martial 
artists who come together in the forest to con-
duct in arranged fights with other hooligan 
firms. Often bare-knuckled, solely a mouth 
guard and something for the crotch. On the 
front line, les piliers “the pillars”: the strongest 
fighters, allow the group to remain united. In 
the second line, les faucheurs, the “reapers” 
are responsible for distributing blows and 
knockouts. Then, as the last blade, les ramas-
seurs, the “pickers” finish the work.

Forrest fights. 

03.

tangible BORDER of hostility

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
 

two days and a bit before 15:00

the camera guy
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‘the reff’
les ramasseurs

les faucheurs

les piliers

HooligansTV. (Unknown). 
Arranged forrest fight.
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The official side of gambling where a dedicated 
shop, away from the fields, allows customers 
to legally place bets in person with a licensed 
bookmaker.  

The betting shop. 

04.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, constructed, relieving.
 

four hours before closing

255 50

Stanleybet. (Unknown). 
Front of the Stanleybet 
betting shop in Anderlecht. 
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No-man’s pieces of public space created 
through its infrastructure. Used for temporary 
storage of elements to set out the borders later 
in the evening. 

Temporary public storage.

05.

tangible BORDER of transcendence

elements: - inaccesible, cosntructed, containing.
 

four hours before kickoff
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Author. (December 7, 
2023). Storage of fences. 
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A pre-game environment of closed café shutter 
of what may become or not become a functio-
ning café. A world about to be unfolded, you 
get clues but what belongs and what not, and 
especially to what extends remains untold.

Closed shutters.

06.

tangible BORDER of transcendence

elements: - inaccesible, constructed, containing.
 

four hours before kickoff

255 50

Author. (December 7, 
2023). The closed shutter. 



26 27

Temporary barriers. Used to provide a physi-
cal and psychological way to limit movement 
outside dedicated areas. They interlock to pre-
vent being moved or tipped (Deutinger, 2018). 

Temporary barriers.

07.

tangible BORDER of transcendence

elements: - inaccesible, constructed, containing.
 

three hours and a bit before kickoff

255 50

Author. (December 7, 
2023). Barriers in Ander-
lecht. 
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Dogs are used to assist with the dispersal of 
crowds and often to support police cordons 
(Deutinger, 2018). 

Police dogs.

08.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

full matchday 17:30

leash
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Right: A&E. (Unknown). Canine Cops: Sit. Stay. Arrest!



30 31

Excessive use of alcohol and sometimes other 
drugs like cocaine and weed. It’s not under-
ground.

Under influence of drugs.

09.

Right: Hogan/Getty Images. (2021). Riots on the streets of London during the 2021 European Cup final.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
 

three hours and a bit before kickoff 17:37

255 50

0,05 g cocaine
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Arrested fans put on the ground packed very 
neatly. On the belly, face down, hands tied up 
behind the back. 

Arrested like sardines.

10.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - accesible, created, containing.
 

three hours before kickoff 17.45

zip tie hand cuffs

255 50

Reddit. (2017). Arrest 
hooligans.
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As the group gathers pre-match in the city, it 
appropriates public elements along the group 
is growing. From the bar table, around the ca-
nopy with terrace tables, to the platform. An 
extension of their grounds.

Public group extensions.

11.

tangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
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While waiting, singing songs over the two train 
platforms facing each other as stages.

Interplatform chanting. 

12.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
 

time to move 6 o’clock

255 50

Right: Fuller. (December 9, 2016). Football supporters wait for a Southern train at Falmer railway, Brighton.
5
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While we normally let arriving passengers out 
first by creating lines on both sides of the door, 
we rush the train immediately to either be 
sure of a seat or a standing spot. 

Train storming.

13.

tangible BORDER of hostility

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

time to move 6 o’clock
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Around the metro station, the walls surroun-
ding the squares become urinals with 10 to 30 
men standing in line watering the area. 

Exits as gutters. 

14.

Right: Author. (December 23, 2023). Man peeing against the enclosing walls, side by side. 

tangible BORDER of hostility

elements: - inaccesible, constructed, relieving.
 

right on time 18:25

255 50
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Drummer plus drum holder in front of the 
march, two men with megaphones leading the 
way, the hard-core behind a representative 
banner. The bigger crowd follows right after. 
People on the side pavement filming and spec-
tating. 

The supporter march.

15.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
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Residents watching the apero performed in 
front of their house from their windows  and 
visitors from the pavement. 

Eyes on the street.

16.

intangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
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As they wait in line at a car park along the 
highway, they start following the player bus to 
the stadium. Hanging out of the windows with 
flags and flares. 

Supporter highway escort. 

17.

intangible BORDER of atmosphere

 elements: - accesible, created, relieving.
 

two and a half 18:15

255 50

Mauves Army. (n.d.). High-
way escort, Brussels.
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Horse-mounted police use height and a strong 
presence to control crowds. They may also 
charge at crowds to clear a path through them 
or to disperse the groups (Deutinger, 2018).

Mounted police.

18.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

two hours up front 18:45

255 50

Right: Unknown. (1992). Anderlecht away. 
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Based on ancient Roman techniques, a tight 
formation allows a compact unit of officers 
to find protection behind shields (Deutinger, 
2018).

Shield wall formation.

19.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

two hours up front 18:45

255 50

Right: Carlos Garcia Rawlins/Reuters. (n.d.). Riot police adopting Roman tactics. 
51
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A high-pressure pump jets out thousands of 
liters per minute. The vehicle is armored to re-
sist attack from projectiles and generally has a 
9000-liter water reservoir (Deutinger, 2018).

Water cannon.

20.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

full matchday 18:45

255 50

Right: AP Photo. (November 27, 2022). Riot police officers standing on main boulevard Brussels.
53
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To create maximum division between home 
and away supporters, a line of policemen 
stands together with a rotatable fence as a 
shield to block off a street and prevent poten-
tial outbreaks.

Wall of police. 

21.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

full matchday 18:45

255 50

Derbies & Rivalries. (Un-
known). Napoli vs Dort-
mund. 
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Vehicle-mounted system which uses automa-
tic hydraulic stabilisation to elevate a tempo-
rary tower up to 8 meter in order to monitor 
crowd activity from height (Deutinger, 2018).

Mobile surveillance tower. 

22.

tangible BORDER of control

elements: - inaccesible, created, containing.
 

full matchday 19:15

255 50

TerraHawk. (December 
16, 2016). Stadium con-
trol.
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The café extends its ground through its canopy 
and standing tables, from the pavement on to 
the street.

Café extensions.

23.
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Right: Author. (December 7, 2023). Extentions to the street.
557
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Can be used by 4 people at the same time, with 
a capacity of 1500 urinals. Cue formation in all 
four directions.

The public toilet.
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BROTZE. (n.d.). Public 
toilets.
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Human borders of cues in front of the food 
stand, waiting in line for their pre- or post-
match snack.

Food truck cues. 
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The bus stop waiting shelters become eating 
areas with their benches fully in use. 

Functional change.

26.
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Author. (December 23, 
2023). Snack in the bus 
stop. 
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Used at entrances and exits to limit entry and 
restrict flow, preventing overcrowding inside 
the stadium. Two person illegal sneak ins are 
common.  

Turnstile.

27.

Right: Author. (2023). Bloq Nord entrance, ultra stand.
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Narrow hallways hidden behind the tribunes, 
where artificial light aligns a passage to cate-
ring and toilets. 

The underground. 
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Here phones are not allowed, forming a came-
ra-free zone behind the goal. In this zone of 
anonymity the capo leads the group, speaking 
through a megaphone from a small elevated 
tableau. On the terraces, the rail seats consist 
out of a metal seat incorporated within a ro-
bust metal frame that forms a waist-high rail 
for the spectators in the row behind. In prac-
tice, these standings offer the opportunity to 
raise yourself as an individual or rise by a me-
ter as a collective. 

The ultra stand. 
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Wallpapered walls, curtains at the entrance 
and tables and furniture to inflate. Appropri-
ation of space in the guest block till forms of 
household living, when the underground be-
comes liveable.

The living room.

30.

Right: Rostock. (November 12, 2023). Hansa Rostock in FC Magdeburg.
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Kid hanging a flag, 10 meters above the 
ground, climbing the walls of the stadium.

Decorating the stadium.
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Author. (April 15, 2023). 
Boca home, Buenos Aires. 
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Pre-match, atmospheric event where between 
10 and 100 supporters lit their flares and smo-
ke bombs. 

The pyro show.

32.
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Right: Author. (December 23, 2023). Genk, away team performing a pyro show.
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Kids hang in the fence to enhance their vision 
on the field, parents’ jackets attached with 
their sleeves to the fence, with the body part of 
the textile used as the children’s seat. 

Fence seats. 
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Right: Author. (April 15, 2023). Boca behind the goal.
5
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The top row seats of the higher stadium sec-
tions are often not used, this line of people 
watch their match standing. 

Last row standing.
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Right: Author. (April 15, 2023). Boca behind the goal.

Author. (November 9, 
2023). The Spitter.
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Supporters are watching the match from the 
top of a tall tree, or hillside after a sold-out 
match or being thrown out of the stadium. 
Height is found in different ways, and the no-
tion of the stand is ambiguous. 

Alternate stands.
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The march from one curve to another as a ter-
ritorial game to belittle the rival supporters. 

Terrace fights.

36.

Right: AFP. (May 29, 1985 ). Crowd violence during Juventus versus Liverpool, Heysel Stadium Disaster in Brussels.
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A Molotov cocktail is typically a glass bottle fil-
led with flammable liquids sealed with a cloth 
wick. In use, the fuse attached to the container 
is lit and the weapon is thrown, shattering on 
impact. This ignites the flammable substances 
and spreads flames as the fuel burns.

Handthrown weapons.
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Right: ANP. (X). AEK away stand.
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A guest who spits over the fence, because Ajax 
fans didn’t sing enough. The fence is not high 
enough. 

The Spitting length.
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Author. (November 9, 
2023). The Spitter.
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Necessity for a net inside the stadium, home 
supporters sitting below with raincoats.

Beer throwers.
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Right: No Surrender / X. (February 21, 2022). Beer throwing in celebration.
5
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In solidarity with the kids in need. The field is 
being cleared of thousands of toys. 

Charity toys.
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Right: AP. (February 26, 2023). Besiktas players clear the field.
5
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The announcer’s voice. In a separate room, in-
visible to the public, a voice chants the name of 
the goal scorer; 50,000 people follow. Screams 
the name 20 times. 

The announcer’s voice.

41.
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the crowd announcer

Unknown. (n.d.). Fener-
bahçe Stadium, Istanbul. 
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Wall of players to protect the patient from 
being filmed during reanimation on the field.

Human curtain of protection.

42.

Right: WOLFGANG RATTAY/AFP. (June 13, 2021). Denmark’s players gather as paramedics attend to midfielder.
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Fan hangs a doll from a noose over the balus-
trade of their block. As a death threat to the 
player for making the move to a rival club. 

‘Lynching’ a player.

43.

Right: Pim Ras/HH. (February, 2016). The ‘lynching’.
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Tifos to hide behind in the crowds, ideal for 
throwing fireworks on the field without being 
identified.

Firework throwers.

44.

Right: BELGA. (April 12, 2019). Bombs and flares on the field in protest Anderlecht fans.
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The players are getting a proper talking to af-
ter a bad performance, given by the leader of 
the ultra group. 

A proper talking.

45.

Right: Gribaudi. (May, 2023). AC Milan stars receive dressing down from ultras after defeat.
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These systems monitor crowds, counting ob-
jects and detecting humans in order to quickly 
spot threats. Often disabled by supporters for 
privacy within the stadium grounds.

CCTV video analysis. 
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Author. (December 23, 
2023). Sticker on camera.
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The city’s town hall becomes the stage for a 
tribute, where the players and the clubs’ victo-
ry is celebrated from the balcony to the Grand 
Place square where thousands of fans gather. 

Actors tribute celebration. 
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ANP. (Unknown). Antwerp 
celebrations.
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Minimised stadium capacity due to the CO-
VID-19 regulations. Stands with every other 
row filled, within that row every other seat 
provides a place. A quarter of the normal capa-
city as a consequence. 

The COVID stand.

48.
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Right: CTK. (June 27, 2020). Fans stand on ladders during Covid-19 pandamic, Prague.
5
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Supporters in protective suits scrub down 
their stadium after a visit from far-right poli-
tical party figures. Decontaminating in protest.

Disinfected architecture. 

49.
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Right: Bukaneros. (April 27, 2021). Rayo Vallecano fans go to Vallecas Stadium to “clean the facilities”.
5
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Honouring a legend who passed away, through 
a procession from the person’s neighbourhood 
of origin.

Urban memorial.

50.

Right: Martens, B. (2016). Tribute to Johan Cruijff in Betondorp, after he passed away.
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