
PLATFORM   
    URBANISMURBANISM 
PLATFORM   
    URBANISMURBANISM 
BEYOND COLONIZATION AND COMMODIFICATION

DESIGNING THE PLATFORM BEFORE IT DESIGNS US 

P5 design of the urban fabrics
2 0 2 1 _ 2 0 2 2 _ U R B A N I S M



P5 design of the urban fabrics
2 0 2 1 _ 2 0 2 2 _ U R B A N I S M

Bjarne van der Drift 4456009

P r o j e c t _ T I T L E _
Platform Urbanism: Beyond Colonization and Commodification 
Designing the Platform Before It Designs Us

sheet_ 02

THE THEORETICAL BASICS

THE ATLAS

THE INTERVENTION
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THE DIGITAL PLATFORM

platforms don’t own the means of production, 
they create the means of connection
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HOW VIRTUAL BECOMES PHYSICAL
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“it’s clear they are intensifying many of the worst features 
of capitalist urban development”

(Sadowski, 2020, p.451)

THE DIGITAL PLATFORM
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discusses the fundamental transformation of 
urban space through platform technologies

PLATFORM URBANISM
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SHARING ECONOMY ≠ PLATFORM ECONOMY
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PLATFORM COOPERATIVES
They rely on democratic decision-making and shared 

platform ownership by workers and users
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THE ANATOMICAL ATLAS
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GROCERY FLASH DELIVERY
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SERVICE AREA SIZE (HA) ADDRESSES PER AREA

I_CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is more or less 
equidistant from the warehouse. The facility 
grants immediate access to one of Berlin’s 
main tra�ic corridors.

II_OFF-CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a peripheral 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is not equidistant from 
the warehouse. The facility grants immedia-
te access to one of Berlin’s main tra�ic 
corridors.

V_‘CANNIBALIST’ WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, but a significant overlap of two or 
more delivery service areas occurs. This 
means that streets in the overlapping area 
can be serviced by two warehouses. 

IV_HALF-SERVICE WAREHOUSE

The delivery service area is home to more 
than one warehouse. The facilities grant 
immediate access to one of Berlin’s main 
tra�ic corridors.

III_SHARED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse services two seperate 
delivery service areas. The warehouse is 
outside the perimeters of one of the 
warehouses.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MESO) SERVICE AREA INVENTARISATION
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SERVICE AREA SIZE (HA) ADDRESSES PER AREA

I_CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is more or less 
equidistant from the warehouse. The facility 
grants immediate access to one of Berlin’s 
main tra�ic corridors.

II_OFF-CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a peripheral 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is not equidistant from 
the warehouse. The facility grants immedia-
te access to one of Berlin’s main tra�ic 
corridors.

V_‘CANNIBALIST’ WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, but a significant overlap of two or 
more delivery service areas occurs. This 
means that streets in the overlapping area 
can be serviced by two warehouses. 

IV_HALF-SERVICE WAREHOUSE

The delivery service area is home to more 
than one warehouse. The facilities grant 
immediate access to one of Berlin’s main 
tra�ic corridors.

III_SHARED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse services two seperate 
delivery service areas. The warehouse is 
outside the perimeters of one of the 
warehouses.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MESO) SERVICE AREA INVENTARISATION
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SERVICE AREA SIZE (HA) ADDRESSES PER AREA

I_CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is more or less 
equidistant from the warehouse. The facility 
grants immediate access to one of Berlin’s 
main tra�ic corridors.

II_OFF-CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a peripheral 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is not equidistant from 
the warehouse. The facility grants immedia-
te access to one of Berlin’s main tra�ic 
corridors.

V_‘CANNIBALIST’ WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, but a significant overlap of two or 
more delivery service areas occurs. This 
means that streets in the overlapping area 
can be serviced by two warehouses. 

IV_HALF-SERVICE WAREHOUSE

The delivery service area is home to more 
than one warehouse. The facilities grant 
immediate access to one of Berlin’s main 
tra�ic corridors.

III_SHARED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse services two seperate 
delivery service areas. The warehouse is 
outside the perimeters of one of the 
warehouses.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MESO) SERVICE AREA INVENTARISATION
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SERVICE AREA SIZE (HA) ADDRESSES PER AREA

I_CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is more or less 
equidistant from the warehouse. The facility 
grants immediate access to one of Berlin’s 
main tra�ic corridors.

II_OFF-CENTERED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a peripheral 
location, in which the perimeter of the 
delivery service area is not equidistant from 
the warehouse. The facility grants immedia-
te access to one of Berlin’s main tra�ic 
corridors.

V_‘CANNIBALIST’ WAREHOUSE

The warehouse is positioned in a central 
location, but a significant overlap of two or 
more delivery service areas occurs. This 
means that streets in the overlapping area 
can be serviced by two warehouses. 

IV_HALF-SERVICE WAREHOUSE

The delivery service area is home to more 
than one warehouse. The facilities grant 
immediate access to one of Berlin’s main 
tra�ic corridors.

III_SHARED WAREHOUSE

The warehouse services two seperate 
delivery service areas. The warehouse is 
outside the perimeters of one of the 
warehouses.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MESO) SERVICE AREA INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE BLOCK INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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BRIEF:
The facility is located in a former depot for horse-drawn 
buses, which was later used as a sausage factory and 
a print shop. The courtyard now functions as a parking 
area, while Gorillas partly occupies the building.

06 Gesundbrunnen

ADDRESS

Schwedenstraße 14

WH. TYPOLOGY

III

WAREHOUSE SIZE (m2)

200

PREVIOUS FUNCTION

Printshop “ProBusiness”
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BRIEF:
The warehouse is located on the ground floor of a car 
park. The only entrance of the facility is on the main 
street. Bicycle parking happens inside the warehouse.

17 Neukölln

ADDRESS

Urbanstraße 72

WH. TYPOLOGY

IV

WAREHOUSE SIZE (m2)

250

PREVIOUS FUNCTION

Bank office “Sparkasse”
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M29 U - Bahnhof
Wittenbergplatz

M41 S + U  HAUPTBAHNHOF
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foul smell of urine
  

incoherent
speech
  

echo
  

sound of bike
clattering on pavement
  

chatter
  

exhaust fumes bus
engine running stationary
  

driver honks
  

radio plays loudly
  

humming engine
  

upbeat techno music
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SCHÖNHAUSER ALLEE 143

SCHLOẞSTRAẞE 51

RUNGESTRAẞE 25

RENNBAHNSTRAẞE 87

URBANSTRAẞE 72

WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION

1_BERGMANNKIEZ

2_CHARLOTTENBURG

3_CHECKPOINT CHARLIE

4_FRIEDENAU

5_FRIEDRICHSHAIN

6_GESUNDBRUNNEN

7_MITTE

8_MOABIT

9_PANKOW

10_PRENZLAUER BERG

11_SCHÖNEBERG

12_KREUZBERG

13_SCHÖNHAUSER ALLEE

14_STEGLITZ

15_ALEXANDERPLATZ

16_WEISSENSEE

17_NEUKÖLLN

150

175

150

250

300

200

175

200

350

200

175

225

125

200

150

300

250

KAISERKORSO 154

BISMARCKSTRAẞE 94

CHARLOTTENSTRAẞE 81

RHEINSTRAẞE 65

GÜRTELSTRAẞE 25

SCHWEDENSTRAẞE 14

TORSTRAẞE 205

TURMSTRAẞE 76A

ELSA-BRÄNDSTRÖM-STRAẞE 95

PRENZLAUER ALLEE 189

MARTIN-LUTHER STRAẞE 12

MUSKAUER STRAẞE 48 

SCHÖNHAUSER ALLEE 143

SCHLOẞSTRAẞE 51

RUNGESTRAẞE 25

RENNBAHNSTRAẞE 87

URBANSTRAẞE 72

WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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WAREHOUSE ADDRESSAPPROX. SIZE (m2)

A_COURTYARD CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

B_COURTYARD OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, without an entrance towards a 
public street. The dark store can only be 
accessed through the courtyard.

C_STREET TWO SIDED

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are two public facades. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

E_STREET CLOSED BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
closed block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There is just one public facade. 
The dark store can only be accessed from 
the street.

D_STREET OPEN BLOCK

The warehouse is positioned in a relatively 
open block, with an entrance towards a 
public street. There are at least two public 
facades. The dark store can only be 
accessed from the street.

WAREHOUSE TYPOLOGY (MICRO) WAREHOUSE INVENTARISATION
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LESSONS LEARNED

• Provide space for disorder: courtyard spaces can 
absorb different uses, narrow sidewalks cannot

• Design generative spaces to deal with the 
temporality and evolvability of platforms

• Shopfronts are not desired - unless they are 
designed as public interfaces

• Mediate access to platforms in a better way: 
strict boundaries perpetuate the already existing 
socio-cultural divide and practices of exclusion
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PROPOSAL FOR INTERVENTION
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ZONE A < 15 min

< 30 min

< 60 min

< 90 min

ZONE B

ZONE C

ZONE D

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

D E L I V E R Y _S C H E D U L E _

RIDER COOP
BERLINER

RIDER COOP
BERLINER

RIDER COOP
BERLINERREGIONALBAHN

REGIONALBAHN
RIDER COOP
BRANDENBURGER

max 15 min.

+

++

++

max 10 min.

max 15 min.

max 15 min.
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BERLINER

RIDER COOP
BERLINER

HANDELSBAHN
BRANDENBURGER

HANDELSBAHN
BRANDENBURGER

ORDER

NODE

NODE

PRODUCE

COVERAGE AREA COVERAGE AREA 

max. 10 minutes

SOURCE AREA

SOURCE AREA

max. 15 minutes

PLATFORM CAMPUS

TRADING NODE

DELICATESSEN SHOP

COOPERATIVE GARDENS DARK STORE

DARK KITCHEN

SPÄTKAUF

THRIFT SHOP

SPECIALTY SHOP

INFORMAL MARKET

HARDWARE STORE

WHOLESALER

WHEAT FARM

ORGANIC FARM

BREWERY

MANUFACTURER

PAINT FACTORY

RECYCLING

FOOD PROCESSING

DIARY FARM

RESTAURANT

SHOE STORE

GIFT SHOP

CURRENCY EXCHANGE

PHONE REPAIR SHOP

PHARMACY

DARK STORE

BAKERY

HANDELSBAHN
BRANDENBURGER

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER



P5 design of the urban fabrics
2 0 2 1 _ 2 0 2 2 _ U R B A N I S M

Bjarne van der Drift 4456009

P r o j e c t _ T I T L E _
Platform Urbanism: Beyond Colonization and Commodification 
Designing the Platform Before It Designs Us

sheet_ 073

S U D K R E U Z _ P L A T F O R M _ C A M P U S _
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SCHÖNEBERG CAMPUS 
INTERFACE

BACKBONE BACKBONEINFRASTRUCTURE CAMPUS INTERFACE NEU
TEMPELHOF

rider assembly point

transshipment facility

transshipment facility

drop-o/pick-up

drop-o/pick-up

informal marketplace / eventspace

cooperative gardens

cooperative gardensmeeting rooms

oice & co-working spaces

oice & co-working spacesbus stationstation plaza

canteenkiss and ride café

packing &
quality inspection

bicycle service stationparking facilitybakery

automated warehouse & storage

packaging
and cleaning

housing development
commercial plinth

housing development
commercial plinth

‘gewerbehof’
commercial estate

‘gewerbehof’
commercial estate

Bahnhof Südkreuz

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

DISTRIBAHN
BERLINER

‘gewerbehof’
commercial estate

‘gewerbehof’
commercial estate

housing development
commercial plinth
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T R A N S S H I P M E N T_ F A C I L I T Y_ A _

drop-off point

elevator stop

inspection

sorting installation

transportation belt
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E X C H A N G E_ F A C I L I T Y _

boarding 

moving facility disembark

elevator stop

shipment tracking

facility operator
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BREAK ROOM

SANITARY UNIT

WAREHOUSE UNIT

STORAGE UNIT

REFRIDGERATED UNIT

LOCKER ROOM

WAREHOUSE MANAGER 
OFFICE

ORDER DISPATCH

BICYCLE UNIT

CORE COMPONENTS

COMPLEMENTARY COMPONENTS
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D

F

I

G H

E

B C

BREAK ROOM

SANITARY UNIT

WAREHOUSE UNIT

STORAGE UNIT

REFRIDGERATED UNIT

LOCKER ROOM

WAREHOUSE MANAGER 
OFFICE

ORDER DISPATCH

BICYCLE UNIT

CORE COMPONENTS
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A

D

F

I

G H

E
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C O R E_ C O M P O N E N T S _ C O M P L E M E N T A R Y_ C O M P O N E N T S _

PLATFORM ARCHITECTURES
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CONCLUDING STATEMENT
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