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An introduction to festival spaces

why they are interesting spaces to investigate spatial relationships

A temporarily constructed space Collectively writing the story of the space a safe space: expression and experimentiation
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An introduction to festival spaces

Thelr characteristics and why they are interesting spaces to investigate spatial relationships

A temporarily constructed space Collectively writing the story of the space a safe space: expression and experimentiation
Temporality Performativity
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Why they matter

For people, place and society

P'duﬂe of Festival ¢ Pull Factars
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The prism of event experience, Morgan 2007

They foster well-being, social inclusion, and connection
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‘Music festivals broadly create this sense
of community that in my mind is unmatched
across any other events space. You know,
it's a completely non-judgmental space.
It's a space where people can express
themselves in any way that they want. And
especially in this post-COVID world that
social cohesion is really, really important.
It's also a bit of a rite of passage for out
of high school and before you become

a fully-fledged adult.’

(Logistics/operations)
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Why they matter
For people, place and society

P dduee oF Festival: Pull Factors
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The prism of event experience, Morgan 2007

They foster well-being, social inclusion, and connection

And are platforms for protest, play, and experimenting with alternative value systems and ways of doing
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‘Music festivals broadly create this sense
of community that in my mind is unmatched
across any other events space. You know,
it's a completely non-judgmental space.
It's a space where people can express
themselves in any way that they want. And
especially in this post-COVID world that
social cohesion is really, really important.
It's also a bit of a rite of passage for out
of high school and before you become

a fully-fledged adult.’

(Logistics/operations)

Why they matter
For people, place and society
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Problems faced by the industry

— Their value 1s often overlooked
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AUSTRALIA'S MUSIC
FESTIVALS ARE DYING! ..AND
IT'S NOT BECAUSE PEOPLE
STOPPED DANCING

Once upon a time, music festivals were the beating heart of an Australian summer. You'd scrape together your last $280, brave

the dust or mud or both, and get spiritually reborn somewhere between a D-floor mosh pit and a $14 souvlaki stand. They were
sweaty, euphoric, chaotic — and they were ours.
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Now? The stages are silent. The porta-loos are packed away. And the only thing hitting higher notes than a festival D] are the
iNsurance premiums.

The emphasis has often been on financial gain and what benefits they produce for the local area

Research

1I/X



Problems faced by the industry

— Their value 1s often overlooked
.  festivals 10
i music fes r—. e -
thaﬂ 100 R thout By ] CRACT R
g ik . of vanishing with Wime: LW N

dange

Cfitical chaﬂge ubling reality. DIVE

esfivals lies 2 tro
dge of 8 crisis.

B Nl o7 NP Tl ] e B - - | S

tor UK §
auocess of maje! UK
5

: alitterin -l
aehind the gittenns of an industry on 1he

o the untold storY

21 UK festivals cancelled, postponed

@\ or permanently cancelled, many
B.i-[:.‘"ﬁi' o 25 f:\-_l.l-‘_\\_"\-‘\':-f\‘ D0 RS0 BOQKM;.,RRB i- 5 k AI F. rﬂ r-E-E

> ® maore at risk, po
@®O®

0 Wiy C Bl D' pve B, T f el P P UF pald e e UL Heederils 2Jeanlpwar’ o 3L
AL iy

: : o
3 g article st oL LR !

o Lmle“mm‘s\ P st il
st \|‘\\\\ A i\

i e =

R AUSTRALIA'S MUSIC
£ FESTIVALS ARE DYING! ..AND
IT’S NOT BECAUSE PEOPLE

STOPPED DANCING

Once upon a time, music festivals were the beating heart of an Australian summer. You'd scrape together your last $280, brave
the dust or mud or both, and get spiritually reborn somewhere between a D-floor mosh pit and a $14 souvlaki stand. They were
sweaty, euphoric, chaotic — and they were ours.

Now? The stages are silent. The porta-loos are packed away. And the only thing hitting higher notes than a festival D] are the
insurance premiums.

Overlooking the importance of having these spaces outside of the every day to escape to
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535

music festivals were held
in the 2022-23 financial
year, including ticketed
and free, commercial
and community-run.

47%

of festival organisers
say rising operational
costs have a severe
or major impact on
their festival.

Research

Problems faced by the industry

Operation costs and management

75%

of music festivals were
first held in the last

13 years, that is, between
2010 and 2023.

39%

of festival crganisers
say lack of funding
and grants available
has a severe or major
impact on their festival.

Oneinten

music festivals have
been in operation for
30 years or more.

The two key regulatory barriers
for festival organisers are

navigating planning
and/or local
government/council
requirements and
navigating police
and/or security
requirements.
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Competition

535

music festivals were held
in the 2022-23 financial
year, including ticketed
and free, commercial
and community-run.

47%

of festival organisers
say rising operational
costs have a severe
or major impact on
their festival.

Operation costs through the roof

Research

Problems faced by the industry

Operation costs and management

Rise in popularity

75%

of music festivals were
first held in the last

13 years, that is, between
2010 and 2023.

39%

of festival crganisers
say lack of funding
and grants available
has a severe or major
impact on their festival.

Not enough funding

Short lifespan

Oneinten

music festivals have
been in operation for
30 years or more.

The two key regulatory barriers
for festival organisers are

navigating planning
and/or local
government/council
requirements and
navigating police
and/or security
requirements.

Increasing difficulties
with requirements
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Problems faced by the industry

Ticketsales and proximity
Sustainability, weather and cancellations - especially for smaller festivals

Competition Rise 1n popularity Short lifespan
5356 75% Oneinten
music festivals were held of music festivals were music festivals have
in the 2022-23 financial first held in the last been in operation for
year, including ticketed 13 years, that is, between 30 years or more.
and free, commercial 2010 and 2023.

¢ The main barriers young Australians experience are:

- cost of tickets/entry (56% compared to 55% of Australians aged 25 and over)

4° events being too far away or not near where they live (42% compared to 39% of
Australians aged 25 and over)

1
N - difficulty finding the time (37% compared to 24% of Australians aged 25 and over).

S(

co
thair festival, mpact on e festival, government/council
requirements and
navigating police
and/or security
requirements.
Operation costs through the roof Not enough funding Increasing difficulties

with requirements
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces
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21 UK festivals cancelled, postponed
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more at risk, AlF reports
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

What happens at a festival space and what 1s the architects’ place?

Very little research on how these environments can be shaped

Pduz.é oF Festival o Pull Factors
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

What happens at a festival space and what 1s the architects’' place?

Very little research on how these environments can be shaped

Pduz.ﬁ oF Festival : Pull Factors
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007

The mediator between the needs of the local place, event organisors and the attendees
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

What happens at a festival space and what 1s the architects’ place?
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007

The mediator between the needs of the local place, event organisors and the attendees
Facilitator of experience, use of space, encounters and interactions through lay out and program
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Facilitator of experience, use of space, encounters and interactions through a system of spatial interventions

Research

Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

What happens at a festival space and what 1s the architects’ place?
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007

The mediator between the needs of the local place, event organisors and the attendees
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

[nvestigating the role of spatial design on experience and behaviour
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Spatial factors that influence our interactions, experiences and behaviours
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

[nvestigating the role of spatial design on experience and behaviour
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Spatial factors that influence our interactions, experiences and behaviours
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

[nvestigating the role of spatial design on experience and behaviour
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Spatial factors that influence our interactions, experiences and behaviours
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Research

Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

Applying spatial design factors with industry requirements

THe Ardiitect TFestival organisors
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007

The facilitator of the frame, combining spatial and structural knowledge, industry needs and
requirements and inviting people to engange through a system of spatial interventions
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Establishing the role of the architect in festival spaces

Applying spatial design factors with industry requirements

municipal and logistical requirements organisors wants and needs
THe Ardiitect TFestival organisors
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The prism of event experience , (adapted) Morgan, 2007

The facilitator of the frame, combining spatial and structural knowledge, industry needs and
requirements and inviting people to engange through a system of spatial interventions
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[.ocation
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[.ocation

Infrastructural knot

Accessibility

Birrarung Marr, Melbourne, Australia
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[.ocation

Historically a place of gathering, celebrations and significant site for first nations people of the kulin nation

Dr Judith Buckrich

Artpiece of place, Relmagining Birrarung, Importancé Of river Contemporary indiginous totems
_artist unknown

Birrarung Marr, Melbourne, Australia
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[.ocation

Forward tonow: A public gravelfield in the heart of the city
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Birrarung Marr, Melbourne, Australia
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[.ocation

some cultural remains and monuments on site
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. Birrarung Marr, Melbourne, Australia
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[.ocation

Climateandlandscape

Wind, seasons and sunlight
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[.ocation

Climateandlandscape
Winter

Wind, seasons and sunlight
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[.ocation

Climateandlandscape
Winter

Wind, seasons and sunlight

Middle terrace

Speakers corner

w“‘mﬁ WomsaT SEASON

Wurjunderi seasons
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[.ocation

Climate and landscape

Sandy, silty loam, and vertisol

Main entrance

e B ———

e

Riverside promenade
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Preparing the site

Landscape interventions to prepare for future use
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Preparing the site

Landscape interventions to prepare for future use

Terrain boundaries

18000 sgm

Crowd safety - comfort - accessibility
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Preparing the site

Landscape interventions to prepare for future use

Potential expansion
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Capaclity and flow

Research

Preparing the site

Landscape interventions to prepare for future use

crowd size A total area capacity; 14000
crowd size B entrance capacity; 7000

Based on event safety handbooks

Design
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Spatial interventions

Landscape - Facllities and program - Facilitating infrastructure - the invitation
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Proofing the terrain for use
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1:400 siteplan
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

adjusting groundcover
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1:400 siteplan
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Creating naturally formed paths through use

|

Records footprints, naturall

e

3 defined paths

1:400 siteplan
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

adjusting groundcover

ey
AT

S Image of model
Woodchips French drainage
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Entrance of site, naturally excevating the path
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

12 meter wide

7?77 meter wide

l [ )
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

—————

12 meters wide

But likely to be 1n between nodes
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Planting resilient shrubs
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1:400 siteplan - collage
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

And seasonal vegetation
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1:400 siteplan - collage
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Connection to historical context

LLH_J(AGE & TAML'L'AEJ};

Totems marking sites’ use

e T AN e, (g{

1:400 siteplan - collage
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Creating a ‘soft' boundary for closing off the site

1:400 siteplan - collage

Acc esstbilily

Lined with solar panels

l

Research

Design
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Spatial interventions

Landscape

Perspective view of entrance

l .

Research Design 53/X



Spatial interventions

Landscape - Facilities and program - Facilitating infrastructure - the invitation
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Requirements municipality

+ Crowd management & safety

+ Tollets and sanitation

» Watertaps and grey water collection

- Power

- Waste management

» Accessibility

» Safe  structures & Infrastructure
Incorporated in siteplan

....

" 138000 =172000m2
¥ . -

Implementing permanent facilities based on municipal requirements, festival organisers’ needs, and people's experiences

° l l

Research Design
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Requirements municipality

+ Crowd management & safety

+ Tollets and sanitation

» Watertaps and grey water collection

- Power

- Waste management

» Accessibility

» Safe  structures & Infrastructure
Incorporated in siteplan

Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

B
o a
PR B

Requirements organisers

Crowd management & safety
« Necessary equipment on site
- Backstage Facilities

« Power, Tech & AV

- Storage

« Vehicle access

+ Design possibilities

138000 =172000m2.

Implementing permanent facilities based on municipal requirements, festival organisers’ needs, and people's experiences

l

Research

|

Design
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Requirements of municipality

+ Crowd management & safety

+ Tollets and sanitation

» Watertaps and grey water collection
- Power

- Waste management

» Accessibility

+ Safe structures & infrastructure BB

Incorporated in siteplan

o

Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Requirements of organisers

Crowd management & safety
Necessary equipment on site

Backstage Facilities
Power, Tech & AV

Storage
Vehicle access

Possibility to design

138000 = 172000 m2

.....

Requirements of users

» Escape and Relaxation
Soclalization,
Novelty
Cultural enrichment,
Education,
- Hedonism and co-creation

Implementing permanent facilities based on municipal requirements, festival organisers’ needs, and people's experiences

° l
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program
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1:400 siteplan - designing areas of activity

Implementing permanent facilities based on municipal requirements, festival organisers’ needs, and people's experiences
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Permanent interventions on site

SR

1:400 siteplan; permanent’ facilities, program and experiental characteristics

l l )
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Storage I/VIP ac
stage
Back office

Permanent cafe/veador

Second handstore

., T e — B . A g i i I ‘:
e

1:400 Siteplahj 'permanent’%acﬂities, storage, toilet, waterbasins,; stones o Model - permanent facilities

: J, l .
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Responding to organisers requirements

420 mm
17800 mm
reinforced Rammed earth wall, | T}
5% cement Ll
e
I 4
|
\'_"}r__
Solarpanelline on north side
14000 mm

Functioning as retaining
tar based dampproofing +
rigid insulation +

membrane drainage mat

TR T I I T LI I TR T I TIL

XRILXE

Drainage, geo

Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Insulated sandwich
roofpanels

Storage with necessary equipment, section B.a

l

Research

Design

Elevation of storage
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Ventilationshafts, Type D +
heatpump connected to solarpanels
and floorheating

Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

19000 mm

17800 mm

Storage with necessary equipment, section B.b

l

Research

French drain,
gutter,

Stonebasement with hook - column

Design

NG

Perspective of amphitheatre
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Solarpanel-line

SECTION B
Storage |.

700 sgm first floor +
200 sgm second floor

.

/
/
v
f
v
g

Ly

e T i W Y

1:200 siteplan; storage o An empty storage
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Spatial interventions

Facilities and program

Nodes/props

Comfort

Natural landscape L . ‘ .- Sy : . Thresb

Comfort =

model: experiental characteristics Model: experiental characteristics

—_—

Research




Spatial interventions

Landscape - Facilities and program - Facilitating infrastructure - the invitation

How spatial design facilitates different types of events, people and sizes
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Spatial interventions

Facilitating infrastructure - powerplan

Generators burried in ground (operable)

1400 siteplan:

Model: power and light

generators and solar

powergrid,

J

l

Research

66/X

Design



Spatial interventions

Facilitating infrastructure - irrigation, waterpoints, misting system

b

¥ € »

.

Waterbasin on site

i,

1‘:/ P -
- 3 | J L B

water infrastructure

J

1:400 gitéplan'

67/X

Design

Research



Spatial interventions

Facilitating infrastructure - transportation of objects

Transporting objects

iy

1:400 Si_feplan; use of left over trainrails Modelperspective of railsystem

l l )
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Spatial interventions

Facilitating infrastructure - space maker or breaker

sed spaces

Creating open, semi-open or clo

g e 1 ’ e s s

NN [y Ly e
!I_-II __‘F_",ﬁ‘l- = V !" =
R,
AR
X ; : :
1:400 siteplan; use of left over trainrails Model: opening or closing of spaces
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Spatial interventions

Facilitating infrastructure - spacedivider

Model: amphitheatre
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Spatial interventions

Landscape - Facilities and program - Facilitating infrastructure - the invitation
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The invitation

the intention communicated through material, symbolic and formal expression
and the values of temporality, co-authorship and performativity

Permanent’ interventions

Rammed earth walls with larger aggregate Stone foundations Baseplates, seats, etc.

-pOrous 1n some places
designed to cater to adaptablk elements

- carving possibilties

o l | l 5
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The invitation

the intention communicated through material, symbolic and formal expression
and the values of temporality, co-authorship and performativity

Permanent elements

40 - 100 years

I

7 r III‘ : y i
..' ;'.;: ] )
;R E 4 © (s : Lo Ly
ok L o A o - % . ?'I':I d‘i; I l = 0 r
Rammed earth walls with larger aggregate Stone foundations Baseplates, seats, etc.
- carving possibilties -porous in some places

Facilitating infrastructure
10 - 40 years

c ‘

ot e

Rails Scaffolding on rails
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The invitation

1 the Intention communicated through material, symbolic and formal expression
and the values of temporality, co-authorship and performativity

Permanent elements

40 - 100 years

Facilitating infrastructure

10 - 40 years

Rammed earth walls with larger aggregate Stone foundations Baseplates, seats, etc

- carving possibilties -porous In some places

r&‘?-—— T T
1 ti,'
| I
A
ﬂ{ i
o LU LA
Rails Scaffolding on rails

Invitational elements

. From moment to moment - from festival to festival

Moveable bases Fillable gabion walls

Open-ended columns

l .

Research Design
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The invitation

The curated invitation by the architect to co-create the festival space;

2028

: l l .
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Architecture as facilitating agent: exploring architecture’s position
In spatial relationships through festival spaces

An introduction to festival
spaces

Why they matter

Problems faced by the
industry

Establishing the role
of the architect in festival
spaces

Research -
An introduction to
festival spaces

Program

Eecalion

Preparing the site

Spatial interventions

Design -
Program & structure

Festival L.

Festival II.

Other set ups

Experience -
The first trials

The process

What's next

Reflecion

Closing act



Festival L.

Preparing the site for the event

The first trial

° l l l °
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Festival L.

co-creating the festival space

The first trial Timelapse of the first set up

_— | :
° l l | °
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Share the spirit

January 26th, ¢

sitema E‘*
_REUS
Site conditions

sSunny, hot day

Free event
IZ800=21.00

Main stage

1 IL. Story telling tent ; J

. III.  Info & Lockers '
3 | IV.  Food&Drinks Op el ; '
. el V. Workshop tent First nations
| .| VL Playground & festival,

R EH A performance

R VI Toiléts All age groups

SQeenE VIIL  First aid

Small - midsize
500 - 2000 people

Wear sunscreen
and stay
hydrated




L
-

Share the spirit festii.i_

January 26th, 2028

$ele =
' F ~ Closing Ceremony
g Y ﬂu,r: Camfyn N'arweet Briggs

] S
h I
- = Ll |

Alinta Rose

x| .-‘:-‘} _
| Time Mainistage! Story.telling tent Workshop station
12.00 o AT
Bush Medicine 101
15.00 "Echoes of Country’
The Koori Collective i
16.00 Djirri Djirri Dancers
\ Blackfire
ROe Sgmok - Bush Medicine 101
g = T
g . i | "Rivers and sistance”

Wattle weaving workshop

|
|
]



Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

Settting it up SMOKINg ceromony Breaking it down

The first trial

o

l
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Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

Breaking it down

Smoking ceromony

Settting it up

The first trial

l

Experience

l

Research

82/X

Design



Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

The first trial Section of rails bedding Perspec-tive; rails locked position

o

l | l
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Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

Settting it up SMOKINg ceromony Breaking it down

The first trial

_— :
° l l | °

Research Design Experience 84/X




Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

The first trial Misting fans, shade, positioned with dominant waterpoints and shade provide other areas of activity.
T winddirection 1n summer

o

l
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Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

Breaking it down

Smoking ceromony

Settting it up

i o Ii.,..li

i) .lfliﬂrrH_nnl'lri.u F
<

B !_ﬂ? oS

The first trial

l

Experience

l

Research

86/X

Design



Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

= A W oy OB i
..._,,-'I-_-_ oy

A — . - —
i -—F"--"'ﬁ-.'c"-_-;,‘-‘_ - r
e

. JES g 2 eie
The Degadhiay columns and sails

1
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Festival L.

Share the spirit - hot summer day

The first trial

o T o
o I I o
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Festival II.

Preparing the site for the event

The first trial The second trial

o T | :
° l l )
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Festival II.

Preparing the site for the event

The first trial The second trial

5 l l .
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Melbourne Rising
October 189th

Day 1

Time Echo stage
Welcume to country




VIL

IX.

XI.
( XIL
XIII.
XIV.

VIIL

Twre T E
£

Echo stage

The liminal lane
Info & Lockers

Food&Drinks
Electric Bay
Tiny Desk stage
Toilets

First aid

Indigo garden
Artist's lounge
Restaurant
Press, radio, V.I.P
Art-e-fact
Secret cinema
Camping

¥

Site conditiorg 4
Dusk - quiet

Ticketed

7000 - 10000
people, large, mul-
tiple days

- windy

20 - 22 degrees

Comedy, Fringe &
Jaz#



.
‘ L] ¥ 2 4
view from the outside
The first trial The second trial

Research

Festival II.

Melbourne rising

Different use of elements and lights

Design

attaching rigging to nodes and adjustable columns
Putting a lot of baseblocks around site

l

Experience
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Festival II.

Melbourne rising

And other site setups and possibilities

J,

Research Design Experience 94/%



P
F

5 W

Pl .t
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: The reactor
L The firepit
III.  The Basement :
IV.  Food & Drinks N:-E

V. Info, lockers -
speaker’s corner
VL. Toilets

First aid




Other set ups

The Monoblockparty

l l l °
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Architecture as facilitating agent: exploring architecture’s position
In spatial relationships through festival spaces

An introduction to festival
spaces

Why they matter

Problems faced by the
industry

Establishing the role
of the architect in festival
spaces

Research -
An introduction to
festival spaces

Program

Eecalion

Preparing the site

Spatial interventions

Design -
Program & structure

Festival L.

Festival II.

Other set ups

Experience -
The first trials

The process

What's next

Reflecion

Closing act



The process

an interdisciplinary project
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The process

The testingmodel

,H.E :1 F;'Eall‘.- FY
E ‘-;.. ﬂ-H.CE' a

R Mobe's & enclosures

. l l .
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The process

=0

: 'ui tmmﬁP

an interdisciplinary process

l .
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What is next

Storage I/VILP a

Back office L ]
OpE‘]’l dll Clnemsa, 1:--91‘]‘4:r1‘rn:51ru:e
dared

Open boulders, secluded,
picnic area

9’ /—'_ ~ exhibition/workshop

Second handstore

.

3 T

; Permanent cateé/véndor

Playground for kids
(or.adults)

Program when there 1s no festival on Overlapping them all at once

o l l o
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Reflection

1 1 )
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