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The assignment
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Location
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Antwerp, source: Rational Architecture
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‘t Zuid
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Site
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Court of  Appeal building, source: Vlaams Bouwmeester
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Lock, source: Vlaams Bouwmeester
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Lock

Plan
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FRAC Dunkirk, Lacaton & Vassal
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Site
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FRAC Dunkirk (Lacaton & Vassal), compared to the site
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Estimated brief  situation.

Current situation.

Site section
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Recreated image.Original image.

FRAC Dunkirk, Lacaton & Vassal
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Precedent studies
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“What does a museum of  contemporary art look like in the twenty-first century?”

Concept
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FRAC Dunkirk, Lacaton & Vassal
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The contemporary art warehouse.

Hirosaki museum of  Contemporary art. MOCA Toronto.

Dia Chelsea.Museum de Pont.
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History of  M HKA’s architecture.

M HKA now

Collage of  buildings.

Source: M HKA.

M HKA in 1969

Warehouse as starting point of  M HKA and disco The Palace.

Source: M HKA.

VMHK

Flemish Museum of  Contemporary Art.

?
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The warehouse, as a typology, was not founded by the contemporary art museum.

On the contrary, the contemporary art museum found the warehouse.

This difference offers a potential as an answer of  what the contemporary art 
museum of  the twenty-first century might look like.

Concept
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Project brief
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Current total m² of  M HKA 9.000 m² (gross).
Desired total m² of  VMHK 15.000 m² (net) or 22.350 m² (gross), excluding outdoor spaces.
Proposed m²     13.765 m² (net), excluding outdoor spaces.

        Required m²  Proposed m²

1. Permanent collection  3.032 m²   2.912 m²

2. Temporary collection  3.150 m²   2.828 m²

3. Library & Archive   1.901 m²   1.551 m²

4. Forum      3.608 m²   2.825 m²

5. Back-office     3.337 m²   3.649 m²

6. Outdoor space    350 m²    400 m²

Project brief
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‘t Zuid
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KMSKA

Royal Museum of  Fine Arts Antwerp.

Source: Karin Borghouts.

FOMU

Photo Museum Antwerp.

Source: Monday Agbonzee Jr.

M HKA

Museum of  Contemporary Art Antwerp.

Source: M HKA.

Museums
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Zuid-Museum
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Current entrance of  M HKA, source: HOOG.design
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Landscape

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, Spoonbridge and Cherry by Claes 
Oldenburg & Coosje van Bruggen.

Cityscape

MOMA by Yoshio Taniguchi.

Waterscape

Rubber duck by Florentijn Hofman.

Public art
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Site plan
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Forum main space - Public art
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Forum main space - Amateur art
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Forum main space - Public event
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Lobby
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Museum shop
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Cafe
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Site axonometric
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Museum seen from the Zuiderdokkenpark
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Image of  the 1:200 model
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Surrounding buildings
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Image of  the 1:200 model
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Image of  the 1:200 model
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Museum seen from the Waalsekaai
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Façade design



51/87

Façade design
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Structural strategy

or

Lower stacked floors Different floor heights

Flexible floor heights
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Structural design
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Structural design
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Horizontal detail

1000 500 200mm
weathered joints and lime mortar
Soldier bond masonry with 
Cavity

Hemp insulation
glulam column 500x500
Limewashed brick or 

Waterproof and vapor open layer

Blue limestone sill continues 
under the masonry piers

Hope's steel fixed window
frame with thermal break
and HR++ glazing

Dilatation joint hidden
behind masonry piers

500 50 210 220
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Structural design
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Structural design

Concrete basement

Concrete plinth and cores
700 x 700 mm columns
400 x 200 mm beams
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Structural design

Glulam frame construction
500 x 500 mm columns
400 x 200 mm beams

Concrete cores
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Structural design

Glulam frame construction
500 x 500 mm columns
400 x 200 mm beams

Glulam frame construction
300 x 300 mm columns
400 x 200 mm beams

Concrete cores
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Image of  the 1:200 model
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4
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View over the city
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Gallery space



77/87

Façade fragment
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Façade design
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Gallery space
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Climate design
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Climate design
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Site plan
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The Weston Gallery, Feilden Fowles
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Upper floor detail

1000 50 200mm

210 210 220300 40

Limewashed brick
Hemp insulation

Cavity
Soldier bond masonry with 
weathered joints and lime mortar

Waterproof and vapor open layer

Scaldex soldier course bracket

Blue limestone sill continues
under the masonry piers

+21.00 m

Kerto-Ripa hollow core floor
with integrated ducts

Glulam beam 400 x 200
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Window head detail

1000 50 200mm

Hope's steel fixed window
frame with thermal break
and HR++ glazing

Solar screen

Limewashed brick
Glulam beam 400x200
Hemp insulation

Cavity
Soldier bond masonry with 
weathered joints and lime mortar

Waterproof and vapor open layer

Scaldex soldier course bracket

210 210 220300 40
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Final words



Thank you!

Special thanks to my tutors, peers, friends, and family.


