
Non-human signs Human signs

In recent years, we’ve realized that humans have evolved by working together 
with other species. To truly respect this connection, we need an approach that 
considers the needs of all living beings, not just humans. So far, there’s been little 
thought and even less action on how this idea applies to cities. Recognizing that 
animals and plants also shape our urban spaces can open up new ways to design. 
These designs would go beyond just using resources for human benefit and create 
spaces that reflect our shared existence with other species, leading to a better 
quality of life for everyone.

To empathize means to bridge the differences and allow for an unknown to happen. 
To empathize means to be curious about the other figure. It means to work with the existing, to 
accept its past, and to allow it to change over time. 
To empathize means to embrace the interplay of similarities and differences in our encounters 
with others.  
To empathize means to widen our circle of inclusion.  
To empathize means to listen to different voices. 
Through shapes, light, and texture, we embrace the empathy with the unknown. 
With empathy, we are no longer alone, we share our common ground.

The Common Ground  
Towards the City of EmpathyManifesto
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