
Social Centre São Paulo
counteracting socio-spatial segregation through ‘architectural Verwandlung’ 

  

Linda de Geus 
ExploreLab 2016





North-east Elevation



South-east Elevation



South-west Elevation



North-west Elevation



Social Centre São Paulo
counteracting socio-spatial segregation through ‘architectural Verwandlung’ 

  

Linda de Geus 
ExploreLab 2016

Metro level
   

Garden

Social Centre São Paulo
counteracting socio-spatial segregation through ‘architectural Verwandlung’ 

  

Linda de Geus 
ExploreLab 2016

Metro level
   

Garden





Section Rua da Consolação



Section Avenida Paulista

















Construction

Office tower: consisting of a 
separated structure on top 
of a ‘table construction’ 
from the social centre. This 
table construction consists 
of four columns and two 
elevator and duct shafts that 
extend all the way to the roof 
of the building.

Social centre: concrete 
floors reduce buckling 
length of the four main 
concrete columns.

The central staircase

The villa’s central stairwell forms the 
architectural spline from which its 
various spaces develop. As its base there 
is a tree that grows through its void. 
Circling around it the staircase organizes 
the building’s main floors and mezza-
nines and thus connects all its parts. 
Moreover, various internal windows and 
niches carved in its thick back wall create 
visual relationships and places to hold on 
during one’s way up. 

Natural ventilation

The villa’s spatious Raumplan allows for 
a natural ventilation concept. In each of 
the three main levels cross ventilation is 
generated through openable windows on 
either side of the building - only specific 
spaces such as the workshop and kitchen 
have mechanical ventilation. Additionally, 
the central stairwell with its openable 
skylight allows excessive airflows and 
heat to leave the building vertically. Sir Denys Lasdun Royal College of Physicians (1960)
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1    ceiling plaster 
      (15 mm)
2    reinforced concrete 
      cast in situ (200 mm 
      / 300 mm)
3    screed (60 mm)
4    water proof foil     
5    root barrier
6    drainage layer 
      (60 mm)
7    filter fleeece
8    water retension 
      layer (200 mm)
9    soil
10  cambuci tree 
11  reinforced concrete
      stairs cast in situ 
      (300 mm)
12  pigmented concrete 
      finish screed 
      (15 mm)  
      

1    reinforced concrete 
      cast in situ (200 mm 
      / 300 mm)
2    polystyrene cavity
      element
3    screed on falls (60 mm)   

8    drainage layer 
      (60 mm)
9    filter fleece
10  water retension 
      layer (200 mm)
11  soil
12  attachment slot waterproof
      layer

      

1    wooden tie-beam  
      (300 x 500 mm)
2    recess for joists  
      (75 x 330 x 100 mm)
3    threaded sleeve
4    wooden planking 
      (150 x 300 mm; 20 
      mm spaced apart)
5    mineral wool sound
      insulation (80 mm)

6   boarding (30 mm)
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8    polystyrene cavity 
      element 
9    reinforced concrete 
      cast in situ (total 
      height: 650 mm)
10  screed (60 mm)
11  pigmented concrete 
      finish screed       (15 mm)

1    lower wooden joist   
      (200 x 100 mm)
2    upper wooden joist  
      (100 x 100 mm)
3    wooden planking 
      (150 x 300 mm; 20 
      mm spaced apart)
4    mineral wool sound
      insulation (80 mm)
5    boarding (30 mm)

6    skrews

8    polystyrene cavity 
      element 
9    reinforced concrete 
      cast in situ (total 
      height: 650 mm)
10  screed (60 mm)
11  pigmented concrete 
      finish screed       (15 mm)

     Detail 2    1:20

     Detail 1.1    1:10      Detail 1.2    1:10

     Scheme A    1:100      Scheme B    1:100

     Detail 3    1:20

7    steel reinforcement 7     steel reinforcement

Floor construction

1   wooden beams / joists
2   planking
3   sound insulation / boarding
4   first concrete cast / cavity elements
5   second concrete cast

1
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5

3

Building phase: wooden formwork on studds Use phase: wooden formwork remains as ceiling

2

4    pigmented concrete 
      finish screed       (15 mm)
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7    insulation (300 mm)

5    water proof foil     
6    root barrier
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1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   aluminium retrac-
     table window panels 
     (Reynaers HFP-147)

4

1   double glass      (29 mm)
2   aluminium window 
     frame with retrac-
     table window panel 
     (Reynaers HFP-147)
3   rubber
4   wedge bolt
5   reinforced concrete
     cast in situ      (300 mm)

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   fill block
3   rubber
4   silicone kit
5   aluminium window 
     fitting (Reynaers)
6   wooden doorframe
     (150 x 300 mm)
7   bristle weatherstrip
8   wooden pivoting 
     door (50 mm)

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   fill block
3   rubber
4   silicone kit
5   aluminium window 
     fitting (Reynaers)
6   wooden doorframes
     (150 x 300 mm)
7   wooden pivoting 
     door panel (50 mm)
8   stainless steel 
     pivot anchor

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   adjusting space 
     (fill with sound 
     insulation)
3   rubber
4   silicone kit
5   aluminium window 
     fitting (Reynaers)
6   reinforced concrete
     cast in situ 
     (300 mm)
7   reinforced concrete
     stairs cast in situ 
     (300 mm)
8   pigmented concrete 
     finish screed      (15 mm)

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   aluminium window 
     frame with retrac-
     table window panel 
     (Reynaers HFP-147)
3   rubber
4   adjusting block
5   wedge bolt
6   reinforced concrete
     cast in situ      (300 mm)

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   aluminium window 
     frame with retrac-
     table window panel 
     (Reynaers HFP-147)

1   double glass 
     (29 mm)
2   steel T-beam
     (300 x 150 mm)
3   folded zink sheet 
     (3 mm)
4   aluminium skylight
     frame with retrac-
     table window panels 
     (Reynaers HFP-147H)
5   rubber
6   adjusting block
7   bolt
8   silicone kit 

1    double glass 
      (29 mm)
2    steel slab (75 mm)
3    folded zink sheet 
      (3 mm)
4    aluminium skylight
      frame with retrac-
      table window panels 
      (Reynaers HFP-147H)
5    rubber
6    adjusting block
7    wedge bolt
8    silicone kit 
9    water proof foil
10  reinforced concrete 
      cast in situ (300 mm /
      220 mm)
11  screed on falls
      (50 mm)
12  gravel (70 mm)
13  concrete roof tiles 
      (1000 x 1000 mm; 
      45 mm)
14  water drain pipe
15  threaded sleeve
16  aerated concrete
      prefab. element
      (300 x 75 mm)
17  mosaics on specie 
      (prefab placed on 16) 
18  natural stone slab 
      (300 x 30 mm)
19  morter
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8     wedge bolt
9     adjusting block
10   stainless steel gutter
       (120 x 65 mm)
11   grill
12   polystyrene cavity 
       element
13   reinforced concrete
       cast in situ
14   screed laid to falls (60 mm)
15   pigmented concrete 
       finish screed        (15 mm)   

1    double glass 
      (29 mm)
2    aluminium window 
      fitting (Reynaers)
3    rubber
4    silicone kit
5    steel profile 
      (50 x 40 mm)
6    adjusting space 
      (fill with sound 
      insulation)
7     steel placement 
       anchor 

       (120 x 65 mm) 
8     grill
9     reinforced concrete
       cast in situ (300 mm)
10   reinforced concrete
       stairs cast in situ 
       (300 mm)
11   screed on falls (60 mm)
12   pigmented concrete 
       finish screed        (15 mm)   

1    double glass
      door       (29 mm)
2    aluminium door
      fitting (Reynaers)
3    bristle weatherstrip
4    silicone kit
5    natural stone 
      treshold still 
      (180 x 40 mm)
6    adjusting blocks

7    stainless steel gutter 7     grill
8     polystyrene cavity 
       element 
9     reinforced concrete
       cast in situ (300 mm)
10   screed on falls (60 mm)
11   pigmented concrete 
       finish screed        (15 mm)   

1    wooden pivoting 
      door panel (50 mm)
2    bristle weatherstrip
3    natural stone 
      treshold still 
      (180 x 40 mm)
4    silicone kit
5    adjusting blocks
6     stainless steel gutter
       (120 x 65 mm) 

3   window handle
4   rubber
5   adjusting block
6   wedge bolt
7   reinforced concrete
     cast in situ (300 mm)
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