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GROUP RESEARCH
- UNTIL P1



Group insights after the first site visit - Low High Up Down



Visualisation of group insights through the use of collage



Creating comparisons between the city centre and Hoboken



Research question

How is the urban landscape experienced along different routes and 
transportation modes from the Blikfabriek to a selection of centers 

within ‘Archipelago Antwerp’?

After receiving feedback from the tutors we deceided to instead of focus on 
the route from the Blikfabriek to other centers, to switch the direction and 
focus on the route from other centers to the Blikfabriek.
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ROUTES TAKEN

1:25000

Visualisation of all routes taken during fieldwork



Man sitting on a bench, originally from Poland, 
lives in Hoboken. Came here by bike, to drink 

his beer in peace. Occassionaly goes to 
Antwerp city-centre by bike too.

Group of secondary school boys. They go to 
school in Eilandje, but none of them live 

there. One boy says he lives in Zwijndrecht. 
They like Eilandje (it’s chill), but prefer going 

to the city centre.

Couple who live in Hoboken, near 
the park. Have been living here 

since the husband found work at 
Umicore.

In a cafe, man is originally from Maastricht but 
has been living in Hoboken for 40 years, since 

his wife got a job at the hospital.

Man who owns the shop lives above 
it.  His brother lives in Brussels and 
drives to the shop everyday to work.

Young man who works here.
Lives in Burcht, only comes to 

Hoboken for work.

Two girls (secondary school), only 
come to the city centre for school 
and shopping. They mostly travel 

by bike.

Youth who ‘hang’ in Blikfabriek.
Lives with his parents in Hoboken but 

goes to school in university district.

Woman working at the wa�e stand on 
the Meir. Only comes here for work as 

she finds the city too hectic.

Students, live in Mortsel, but come to the city 
centre to study (interior architecture at 

UAntwerpen), to shop or to go out with friends.

Elderly couple sitting on a bench.
Moved to the city from the city centre 

for more quiet. They play petanque 
somewhere in the neighbourhood.
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ROUTES TAKEN

1:25000

Visualisation of all conversations with bypassers during fieldwork
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ROUTES TAKEN

1:25000

Visualisation of interesting routes for elobaration



Exposition ‘Open Oproep’ by  Gosia Olchowska
Used as reference for end product containing all group research



End product for P1 - three dioramas representing the transitions experien-
ced along different routes to the Blikfabriek



INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
- UNTIL P2



After noticing a general lifelessness at the Lageweg site I decided to look 
into the most vibrant place I could imagine: the dinnertable. More inspira-

tion was drawn from ‘Hungry City’ by Carolyn Steel

Hungry City

“Throughout history, the table has been where people have learnt 
to share, to socialise, to converse without equal as a place to become 

culturally attuned and civilised.” - 



Types of meals



Participant observation - dinnertime at home with my mother and 
grandmother. During the interview after dinner I encouraged them to 

write down or draw whatever they could think off relating to their ‘eating’ 
routines 



Drawings from interview with my mother and grandmother



Vertel jouw verhaal

Deelnemers 
gezocht!

Hallo! Mijn naam is Robin de 
Wilde, en voor mijn 
afstuderen aan de TU Delft ik 
ben bezig met een bijzonder 
onderzoek naar de levens van 
mensen in Hoboken en hun 
rituelen rondom eten. Ik 
geloof dat elke maaltijd een 
verhaal vertelt, en ik wil graag 
jouw verhaal horen!

Ik zou graag bij jou thuis 
langskomen, of in je favoriete 
restaurant, voor een gezellig 
gesprek. Tijdens ons gesprek 
kun je vertellen over:

Wat eten voor jou betekent.
Herinneringen of tradities 
rondom eten die je graag wilt 
delen.

Bij interesse, neem contact op met mij via onderstaande e-mailadres 

aan tafel

After the interview at home, I aimed to do the same interviews with people 
in Hoboken. I distributed these flyers around Hoboken, but there were no 

responses



After reading Georges Perec’s ‘Ruimten Rondom’, the element of space 
became more into focus



I decided to dive deeper into my own experiences, starting with visualising 
the space



I started visualising the use of space throughout the day

07:00 // 09:00 09:00 // 17:00

17:00 // 19:00 19:00 // 22:00

22:00 // 07:00



I also started looking back in time, to when the space was used by 15 elder-
ly residents

22:00 // 07:00 - 1968

17:00 // 19:00 - 1968



The use of space also exists of transitions between spaces. Therefor I star-
ted visualising these transitions between the rooms



300 m

The daily routine of my grandmother is secluded within a circle of 300 m, 
where different transitions exist between places



I visualised these transitions as well



Diving deep into the daily routine of my grandmother and how space 
is connected to the daily experiences, I created a list of principles which 

would be the starting point for the design

Principles

Connecting residents

Hospitality through design

Generational living

Elderly care



All of these principles were then implemented into the chosen project 
location. It consists of an existing industiral builing transformed into office 
spaces and public services, a new building with housing units for different 
generations, and elderly housing. However, the size of the project would 
be too big for this assignment, therefor I decided to mainly focus on the 

office building and the housing units



The atmosphere of the plan was based on drawings like these



GROUP RESEARCH
- MASTERPLAN



Initial on site research led us to a few insights: the site is very closed off - a 
barrier, but there are some areas where we can break through this barrier 

and create a new downtown (in pictures)



Current site - barrier



This led to the demolition of some of the industrial buildings in order to 
create these new openings



The new open plots were then filled in with new typologies, axis regulate 
circulation



The brief for the new masterplan led to a new neighborhood filled with 
houses, public spaces, small businesses, and small scale industry



The new typologies are based on the existing housing types surrounding 
the Lageweg site, keeping heights relatively low and density relatively high



Sections show the general atmosphere between the buildings and the 
public space



This new masterplan was then visualised through perspective drawings



Total masterplan



INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
- AFTER P2



First step of creating a new facade for the existing building and the new 
building. How do I create a inviting facade?





After P2, the research was pushed more towards the location of the site. I 
started creating a catalogue of facades I captured during a walk starting at 

the site and moving towards the centre of Hoboken. These facades contain 
elements that peek interest as well as invite people in. Another conclusion 
from this  catalogue was that recognizability in houses is a quality that is 

not only beneficial to the residents, but also to visitors



I applied this recognizability within the facades of the design



After the recommendation from my tutor to keep coherency by not 
changing colors within the facade, I created the 1:33 model for the P3 

presentation



After receiving feedback from the P3 presentation about the existing 
building now looking too much like the new housing building, I decei-
ded to keep the facade of the existing building more close to the current 

appearance.  



The differences between the facades of the housing building were incre-
ased in order to create more recognizability, as well as individuality for the 

residents of the units. 



This sense of individuality also was put into the plans, creating different 
types of plans for different types of residents. The ground floor existst of 
studios for either starters or singles, the first floor consists of appartments 

for elderly, couples or small families and the second and third floor contain 
maisonettes for families



FINAL PRODUCTS



Masterplan (north oriented)
1 : 1250

Masterplan drawing, showing locations of masterplan group



Masterplan
axo

Masterplan axo, showing the layout of the new Blikfabriek site



Context (north oriented)
1 : 200
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Context drawing, showing how the two buildings are set within the mas-
terplan. Also showing the surrounding elements, such as the water square, 

the public park and the differences in paving



Elevation
1 : 100

South side
water square

north side
public park

South side
water square

north side
lageweg

Facade drawing, showing the differences between the two buildings, as well 
as their similarities



South side
water square

north side
public park

Housing section
1 : 50

Housing section, showing differences between the layers and the connecti-
on to the outside



north side
lageweg

south side
water square

Office section
1 : 50

Office section, showing differences between the layers and the connection 
to the outside



Housing plans
1 : 100

6000 mm 2300 mm

10000 m
m

6000 mm2300 mm

Housing plans, showing the differences between the different layers



Office plans
1 : 100

5000 mm 5000 mm5000 mm

10230 m
m

Office plans, showing the differences between the different layers



in: 21 l/s

out: 21 l/s

in: 7 l/sin: 7 l/s

out: 14 l/s

natural ventilation

solar panels

in: 328 l/s

out: 70 l/s

out: 300 l/sout: 28 l/s

in: 70 l/s

green roof

mechanical ventilation

biodiversity

Climate principles
1 : 100

South side north sidenorth side

natural shade

sunshades

sunscreens

water square for 
natural cooling

Borehole thermal 
energy storage

Climate principles, showing how temperature and ventilation can be con-
troled and in what ways the buildings are sustainable



Construction principles

Office Housing

existing construction

new facades

load bearing   
timber frame walls

hollow core slab 
floors

steel columns  
and beams

outside  
insulation

6 meter span

Construction principles, showing how the two buildings differ in con-
struction, and what types of materials are used



assembly facade (outside-in)
masonry      100 mm
air space      45 mm
breather membrane    - 
pillars 38x235 mm    235  mm
rockwool insulation    235 mm
damp-proof membrane   -
double sheet material   25 mm

wall tie

ceramic window sill

sun screen (only on south side of the building)

air vent

Housing fragment (north facade)
1 : 33

Details
1 : 5

assembly roof (outside-in)
bio-based roofing    -
Rockwool insulation   > 130 mm
breather membrane    - 
hollow core slab floor   200 mm
wooden framing     25 mm
drywall ceiling     12,5 mm

slope 20mm/m1

Rc >4,7 m2K/W

Rc >6,3m
2K/W

zinc fascia with bead

wooden gutter

rainwater drainage (behind masonry)

zinc fascia with bead

steel lintel

V1

V2

V3

V1

V2

V3

47
00

 m
m

28
00

 m
m

28
00

 m
m

30
00

 m
m

slope 20mm/m1

Housing fragment, showing the technologies used for the construction of 
the building



assembly facade (outside-in)
masonry      100 mm
air space      45 mm
breather membrane    - 
pillars 38x130 mm    130  mm
rockwool insulation    130 mm
damp-proof membrane   -
existing wall      215 mm
double sheet material   25 mm

Rc >4,7 m2K/W

V5

V4

H6

rainwater drainage

V4

V5

H6

steel lintel

holonite coping

concrete panels

existing construction

slope 20mm/m1

balcony

existing column

wooden windowframe

assembly roof (outside-in)
plants       -  
substrate     > 40 mm
drainage      25 mm
bio -based roofing    -  
rockwool insulation   > 130 mm
damp-proof membrane   - 
existing construction   200 mm
wooden framing     25 mm
drywall ceiling     12,5 mm

Office fragment (south facade)
1 : 33

Details
1 : 5

block bond paving
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Rc >6,3m
2K/W

Office fragment, showing the technologies used for the construction of the 
building


