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GROUP RESEARCH
-UNTIL P1



Group insights after the first site visit - Low High Up Down



Visualisation of group insights through the use of collage



BLIKFABRIEK

Located on the former Crownsite in Hoboken, be-
tween the Lage Weg and Krugersrat, 3 30000
m o b, tengoranly reparpostd o
is d s a “creative pole of attrac
ot (Bllklnbvmk 3518). Ths space nosts a o
verse range of commercial and socio-cultural ac-
Uiies, ncuding an indoor skate pak,a dance
joor soccer and padel courts, and ar-
tists'studios (Blikfabriek, 2026),

Jors Goorden,the Bifabries prject mana-
ger, has emphasized the initiative's focus o
Culrity and sustoinabilty. The buiaing tslf
exemplifies adaptive reuse, as an old st

reused by both visitors and the organization to
maintain the facilty.

While the site is expected (o undergo redevelop-
ment in the coming years, it continues to serve

the interests of these communities. Additionally,
the cost ofservices at the Blikfabriek i perceived
as prohibitive for much of the local populations.

As a resul, despite its self-proclaimed commi
ment to sustainability and inclusivity, the init-

/e appears to fall short in addressing social
Sustainability and inclusivity.

KENNEDY

The Kennedytunnel is an important tunnel run-
fing underneath the Scheldt at the south of

Consisns outof four sepaate ubes: o crs,
one for trains and one for cyclists and pedes-
tians. It was expected that the Kennedytunnel
would provide a solution for the increase in traf-
fic, however 15 years after the completion of the

so close to the city center ject was put
hold. In 2017 the municipality and multiple pro-
test groups ca gre el

underneath the Scheldt in the north of Antwerp.
(Vet Nws, 2019)

HOBOKEN

Haboken originally developed as a rural region
primarily composed of farms and agricultural
land. The name *Hoboken" is derived from the
Dutch term “Hoge Beuken” (meaning “high bee-

tury, owned by wealthy residents of the city cen-

ouse. D
Scheldt River as early as the 16th century, Hobo-

coming one of s dsrcs in 1963 (Agentschap
Onroerend Erfgoed, I

KIOSKPLAATS

The Kioskplaats marks the center of Hoboken, lo-

catednear the Onze-Lieve-Vrouwe-Geboortekerk.

ther than a traditional square, the Kioskplaats

is more of a street, offering a few services such
5, and a “frietkot

who visit regularly. After browsing the market,
these visitors gather at one of the two

with their peers. By noon, the market stalls are
packed away, and the square empties out

Despite the cold an rainy weather, this experi-
ence seems far from unique. As Van Aert (2023)
writes in Het Nieuwsblad, “The glory days of the
are forever gone” In his artcle, he ottribu-
tes this decline to several factors, including the
lack of nterest in the market from younger ge-
nerations and the inadequate public transport in
Hoboken, which discourages residents wit
bility challenges from attending

though the Blikfabriek has ceased its original operations and now adopts a new role
contered on providing space for reatviey and ustainable and ireular se of materils. This approoeh anoas wih e
{1 of B Cate e a5 s iyl res ks on sty oty nd st e
ating this of

INDUSTRY

abriek.
s evident that th Biiabiek plces  gresterprorty onth values tNrough ts nonprofit model. I contast, Blue
Gate,uhilepromoting el as an “eco-efecive

mors, B Gok s o et el supported by he European
and parties. This auto-
aspecis and pleasing the

a 2 frequented by both locals
and tourii, fels while the o The stark con-

trastin thel

features and functioning escalators, oters  sense of securty,whereas th Kennedytunnel with s lack of escalators

and questionable staircases, gives off an impression of neglect and lower quality. Although both tunnels are physically

Sl n tanma of hevation e percepton of e 1S S1gncantly. The S-ARTatunAGL 1 viowed MGy whle the
Kennedytunnel is perceived s very low.

representing a new wave of urban development.

s ihe tementof tme ita sense of
histo n Zui neighborhood. The diffe-
Tenca 1 el arow 4208 1o st stmoSpheres: Hobekon cden ro0HIonA s ed, whls iou Zud offrs
a sleek, contemporary environment

o the Groenplasts and Kiosiplaats re cetal landimarks witin thels respeciv areas,eah atracting visiors n
distinct waya. Winle Groonplaats enjoys internatcnal r6cogaition, larcely due o the presénce o the icom O

e Vrouw catherat and the djcent ito Hotel,the Koslaats remain s more lcaly krown space sewmg lhe
community in H

held In higher regara. It attacts visiors rom actoss he labe Whereas icskplaats primorly dlaws 10:3\ potivecd
This difference 5 of ity filed with
restaurant, shops, and tourit sevies, gitichobirmeiiamobebosl ot b o iptbochi (i

PUBLIC LIFE

Creating comparisons between the city centre and Hoboken

BLUE GATE

e Gate mrtwerp Is o sustanable business
Bk ocite In the Sautherh part of Anmer:
i walking Grance rom (e Bokabrok o
aims to attract companies focused on innova-
tive, eco-friendy, and circular business models.
oné of he flogsiip prjets, Bluechem, com:
menced aperations at the Blue Gate site in May
3020 (luschem, 2036, The st s esigned with
Sustainability as its guiding principle, providing
spsce forbusnesses that riortze envronmen-
tal responsibility, resource efficies
nimizing their ecological ootprint. The park
often described as "eco-effective’,

tainable practices (Blue Gate Antwerp, 2023).

AUirst glance, the business housed at Blue Gate
to sustainability, circularity
ati-

makes the elimination of their environmental
impact nearly impossible (Stepper, 2023)

In addition to these corporate inconsistencies,
the BlueChem project itsef, which cost approxi-
mately 11 millon euros, is funded by bother the
European and Flemish governments (Bluechem,
2024, T heavy rellance on extemal funding
introduces external pressures, potentially in-
uteeing the projects abily (ol prioze
its sustainabilty objectives.

ST ANNA

The Sint-Annatunnel, also known as the “Voet-
Gangerstunnt (Padesian Tunnely, s opened

residents and tourists. The city of Antwerp acti-
vely promotes it not only for the views it offers of
the ity skyline, but also as a way to appreciate
this historical landmark at the heart of the city.
Remarkably, most parts of the access buildings

ing the warning signs and gates, preserving ts
historical character (Visit Antwerpen, n.

NIEUW ZUID

Nieuw 2uid 15 a neighborhood st in develop-

south of Nieuw Zuid) with the Kaaien, which i
done by usingstga'sortnes thatthe design for

ghettiknooppunt (Studio Associato. Secchi-Vi-
gans, 2012)

The terrain of Nieu Zuid was bought by the pri-

vate developer Triple Living in 2010, who in colla
boration with the city of Ant med a vision
for the new neighborhood. The masterplan wa:

Smets (Antwerpenmorgen, n.d.-b). The buildings

ving, 2022). Work on the neighborhood started at
the end of 2013 and is still ongoing,

GROENPLAATS

In the historic center of Antwerp lies the Groen-
plaats, one of the city's most frequented squa-
2 The s i s il i
d is surrounded by restaurants and
o Overtooking the square s the towering
Onze Lieve Vrouwe cathedral, which attracts
meny tourst, In sddiion the tatue of heter
Paul Rubens at the center of the square provides
a popular spot for students 10 relax, particularly
onsunny days. As Groenplaas s located ot the
end of Antwer's busting shopping stest, the
itofenserves as naural endpoint fofpe-
dostrions.Visors can it o the
1he Sare o any & Grnkon the tereces (Von
Zundert, 2023).

Altrough the Groenplaats does not host a weekly

market, it does have a flower market where lo-
cals reguiarly purchase flowers. The square also
houses a popular indoor fresh market called Cru.

and updated seating arrangements (Van Zundert,

In ddiion o hese fuure developments, there
are ongoing initiatives aimed at improving the
Sauares Conret tae. Anower’s mayor. 6ot Do
Wever, has noted that the disturbances on the.
Groenplaats last summer were simply unaccep-

le. A persistent group of troublemakers used

B o e el s year for the
e surrounding streets to address
mssevssuest[eupuens 202%),



Research question

How is the urban landscape experienced along different routes and
transportation modes from the Blikfabriek to a selection of centers
within ‘Archipelago Antwerp’?

After receiving feedback from the tutors we deceided to instead of focus on
the route from the Blikfabriek to other centers, to switch the direction and
focus on the route from other centers to the Blikfabrick.



Visualisation of all routes taken during fieldwork



Visualisation of all conversations with bypassers during fieldwork



Visualisation of interesting routes for elobaration



Exposition ‘Open Oproep’ by Gosia Olchowska
Used as reference for end product containing all group research



End product for P1 - three dioramas representing the transitions experien-
ced along different routes to the Blikfabriek



INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
- UNTIL P2



Hungry City

“Throughout history, the table has been where people have learnt
to share, to socialise, to converse without equal as a place to become
q p
culturally attuned and civilised.” -

After noticing a general lifelessness at the Lageweg site I decided to look
into the most vibrant place I could imagine: the dinnertable. More inspira-
tion was drawn from ‘Hungry City’ by Carolyn Steel



related to public building

attending several possible mixed
community meals events?

related to public building
design

attending several
famiLj meals

Family meals Restaurant meals

related to housing
design

what bypes of restaurants
are popular?

Types of meals



Participant observation - dinnertime at home with my mother and
grandmother. During the interview after dinner I encouraged them to
write down or draw whatever they could think off relating to their ‘eating’
routines



Drawings from interview with my mother and grandmother



Vertel jouw verhaal
acn tcyzéf

Deelnemers
gezocht!

Hallo! Mijn naam is Robin de
Wilde, en voor mijn
afstuderen aan de TU Delft ik
ben bezig met een bijzonder
onderzoek naar de levens van
mensen in Hoboken en hun
rituelen rondom eten. Ik
geloof dat elke maaltijd een
verhaal vertelt, en ik wil graag
jouw verhaal horen!

Ik zou graag bij jou thuis
langskomen, of in je favoriete
restaurant, voor een gezellig
gesprek. Tijdens ons gesprek
kun je vertellen over:

Wat eten voor jou betekent.
Herinneringen of tradities
rondom eten die je graag wilt
delen.

Bij interesse, neem contact op met mij via onderstaande e-mailadres

After the interview at home, I aimed to do the same interviews with people
in Hoboken. I distributed these flyers around Hoboken, but there were no
responses



After reading Georges Perec’s ‘Ruimten Rondom’, the element of space
became more into focus
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I decided to dive deeper into my own experiences, starting with visualising
the space




07:00//09:00 09:00 // 17:00

17:00 // 19:00

22:00//07:00

I started visualising the use of space throughout the day



17:00// 19:00 - 1968

5] S ] g

22:00// 07:00 - 1968

T also started looking back in time, to when the space was used by 15 elder-
ly residents



The use of space also exists of transitions between spaces. Therefor I star-
ted visualising these transitions between the rooms
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The daily routine of my grandmother is secluded within a circle of 300 m,
where different transitions exist between places



I visualised these transitions as well



Principles
Connecting residents
Hospitality through design

Generational living

NSNS

Elderly care

Diving deep into the daily routine of my grandmother and how space
is connected to the daily experiences, I created a list of principles which
would be the starting point for the design
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All of these principles were then implemented into the chosen project
location. It consists of an existing industiral builing transformed into office
spaces and public services, a new building with housing units for different
generations, and elderly housing. However, the size of the project would
be too big for this assignment, therefor I decided to mainly focus on the
office building and the housing units



The atmosphere of the plan was based on drawings like these



GROUP RESEARCH
- MASTERPLAN



Initial on site research led us to a few insights: the site is very closed off - a
barrier, but there are some areas where we can break through this barrier
and create a new downtown (in pictures)



Current site - barrier



<

This led to the demolition of some of the industrial buildings in order to
create these new openings
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The new open plots were then filled in with new typologies, axis regulate
circulation

\
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The brief for the new masterplan led to a new neighborhood filled with
houses, public spaces, small businesses, and small scale industry
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The new typologies are based on the existing housing types surrounding
the Lageweg site, keeping heights relatively low and density relatively high
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Sections show the general atmosphere between the buildings and the
public space



[ T T+

(L] e EE
bngDDD\DDD LEJ‘\\:&DE\
mEnE N E R
B ERG,

+d

This new masterplan was then visualised through perspective drawings



Total masterplan



INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
- AFTER P2
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First step of creating a new facade for the existing building and the new
building. How do I create a inviting facade?
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After P2, the research was pushed more towards the location of the site. I
started creating a catalogue of facades I captured during a walk starting at
the site and moving towards the centre of Hoboken. These facades contain
elements that peek interest as well as invite people in. Another conclusion
from this catalogue was that recognizability in houses is a quality that is
not only beneficial to the residents, but also to visitors
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I applied this recognizability within the facades of the design



After the recommendation from my tutor to keep coherency by not
changing colors within the facade, I created the 1:33 model for the P3
presentation
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After receiving feedback from the P3 presentation about the existing

building now looking too much like the new housing building, I decei-

ded to keep the facade of the existing building more close to the current
appearance
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The differences between the facades of the housing building were incre-
ased in order to create more recognizability, as well as individuality for the
residents of the units.




This sense of individuality also was put into the plans, creating different
types of plans for different types of residents. The ground floor existst of
studios for either starters or singles, the first floor consists of appartments
for elderly, couples or small families and the second and third floor contain
maisonettes for families



FINAL PRODUCTS



Masterplan (north oriented)
1:1250

Masterplan drawing, showing locations of masterplan group



Masterplan
axo

Masterplan axo, showing the layout of the new Blikfabriek site



Context drawing, showing how the two buildings are set within the mas-
terplan. Also showing the surrounding elements, such as the water square,

the public park and the differences in paving
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1:100

Facade drawing, showing the differences between the two buildings, as well
as their similarities



SOUTH SIDE NORTH SIDE
water square public park

Housing section
1:50

Housing section, showing differences between the layers and the connecti-
on to the outside



NORTH SIDE SOUTH SIDE
lageweg water square

Office section
1:50

Office section, showing differences between the layers and the connection
to the outside
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Housing plans
1:100

Housing plans, showing the differences between the different layers
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Office plans @

1:100

Office plans, showing the differences between the different layers
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Climate principles
1:100

Climate principles, showing how temperature and ventilation can be con-
troled and in what ways the buildings are sustainable
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Construction principles
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Construction principles, showing how the two buildings differ in con-
struction, and what types of materials are used
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Housing fragment, showing the technologies used for the construction of
the building



holante coping

s w0 mn
5 mm

> B0 mm

00
s mn

50 mm
1o mn

Ty

25 mm
s mn

steet el

batcony.

Ty

block bond paving

e

|
!.

existing column

H6 Detaits Office fragment (south facade)
s T3

Office fragment, showing the technologies used for the construction of the
building



