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IS JAKARTA BEYOND SAVING?
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Photo taken during fieldtrip 30 December 2026

OutlineMy Story
Epiphany in Vietnam:
A lack of spatial justice 
for informal communities.

Learning to plan:
Develop in interest and 
gaining knowledge

A way to find solutions

Experiencing the 
pains from close by.

2023

2023-
2025

August
Frustration Motivation Inspiration Appreciation

October

November

2025

2024

Action:
Can we explore different ways 
through the Kampungs.

Inspiration of a community:
Absorbing the values of 
Indonesian culture

December

2025
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Let’s talk about the elephant in the room
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Timeline: From marshlands to Dual City.

Context
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Social and environmental externalities

Social Environmental
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OR CAN WE RADICALLY ALTER ITS 
COURSE THROUGH A NEW WAY OF 

URBAN PLANNING?
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The Kampungs as resilient urban community.

	■ The Kampungs (Informal 
Communities), formed through 
social practices oriented at 
community and resilience.

“Whereas good things are shared; burdens are 
equally shared and together the village carries on 

supporting each other through whatever may pass.”

— Lisa Scharoun (The Kampong Spirit - symposium 
Design for Change Singapore, 2024)

A different perspective 
from the Kampungs
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Kampungs are Indonesian informal settlements that are established through 
a self-organising community based on principles of solidarity and resilience 
(Tugas, 2008). Their intangible social infrastructures and their informal 
economies have shown great resilience in an dynamic and highly complex 
metropolis (Low, 2000). These systems are frequently overlooked and 
disregarded by officials and planners who tend to emphasise the negative 
aspects of the Kampungs. Can these values from informal communities somehow 
provide a more socio-spatially just and sustainable approach towards urban 
planning, moving away from current top-down approaches that have fostered the 
Dual City in Jakarta?

Problem Statement

Photo taken in Kebon Jeruk, 28 Dec. 2026
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Postcard from Jakarta, the Kampung Metropolis.

	■ Can we include this 
community approach in urban 
planning?

	■ Inspire the higher powers in 
Jakarta to create a shift towards .

Manifesto from the Kampung

“Kampung is the space where people 
can learn to be a Jakartan, to be an 

Indonesian”

- 4th Governor Ali Sadikin (1966-1977)
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A framework for plurality through informality.

How to?
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Locations of the Kampungs

Kampung
Akuarium

Kampung
Tongkol

Kampung
Bali

Kebon
Kacang

Analysing the values of 
four resilient Kampungs

Kampung Akuarium Kampung Tongkol

5 km2,5 3,751,250Kebon Kacang Kampung Bali
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Axometric showing the spatial elements related related to social practices in the studied Kampungs.

Proximity to economic clusters 
and long presence in urban 
core shaped identity.

Historical context provides 
amenities and and key 
infrastructures.

Proximity to Tanah Abang 
wholesale market and key 
infrastructures.

Kampung Akuarium & Tongkol Kampung Bali Kebon Kacang
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Collage representing the spatial implementations of the values.

Identifying the values

	■ Care through sharing utilities 
and resources that support the 
Kampung.
	■ Identity established through 
place-making and creating a 
sense of belonging and pride.
	■ Resilience shows through 
gradual developments and 
improving space in the Kampung.
	■ Ecology adds spatial quality 
to Kampungs and provides 
resources and advocacy.
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Four spatial principles for translating the values in concrete urban conditions.

Spatial principles

Coexistence 
between formal 

and informal

Means to develop 
economies and 

relationships

Include community 
with networks

Provide 
infrastructures of 

resilience

	■ Porous borders 	■ Chain of amenities 	■ Mobility networks 	■ Ecological corridors
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Value assessment framework

Isolated
values

Spatial
principles

Functioning
Kampungs

Porous borders

Chain of amenities & 
spatial temporalities

Ecological corridors

Mobility networks

Kampung
Bali

Kampung
Tongkol

Kebon
Kacang

Kampung
Akuarium

Kampungs with
resilience and

strong advocacy

Care

Identity

Resilience

Ecology

Spatial
elements

Mosque

Rusun

Monuments

Public toilet

Food corridor

Blue corridor (canals)

Green corridor

Play- & sportsground

(Night) Markets

Mobility hubs

Lounge and meeting

Evaluating the Kampung
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Kapuk
Muarah

Rawa Terate

Bay of Jakarta

Soekarno-Hatta
Airport

Tangerang Bekasi

Central 
Jakarta

Depok

	■ Kapuk Muara: Developed 
district but lack of community 
and heavy segregation with 
threat of gentrification.
	■ Rawa Terate: Industrial district 
with severe Kampungs plagued 
by environmental externalities.

Contrasting contexts
Applying the values

2,5 7,5 km0 5,0

Locations of intervention areas
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Conflicts between 
spatial principles
Dual city is present trhough 
barriers between informal and 
developed and inequality in 
amenity distribution.

Kapuk Muara

Kapuk
Muarah

Rawa Terate

Bay of Jakarta

Soekarno-Hatta
Airport

Tangerang Bekasi

Central 
Jakarta

Depok

Location Conflict map Kapuk Muara.

Cengkareng
Kapuk Muara
Focus area

Muara Angke

Educational

Commercial building

Super blocks

Main road

Buildings

Deprived area

High street

Main amenities hard to access

Amenity cluster

Developed Kampung

Underdeveloped Kampung

Slum-type Kampung

Developed neighbourhood

Rich neighbourhood

Hard border - segregation

Hard transition neighbourhoods

Conflict area

0 - 4,82 High integration

4,82 - 5,58

5,58 - 6,21

6,21 - 6,83

6,21 - 6,83

7,75 - 27,3 Low integration

New bus line

Bus stop

Conflict map Kapuk Muara

750m250 5000

Mangroves

High flood risk

Parks

Landfill

Water

Legend
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	■ Lack of care towards informal 
communities due to profound 
segregation through barriers 
between areas.
	■ Central identity missing in 
developed areas.
	■ Ecological foundation is strong, 
but can be improved to integrate 
the areas and provide new 
amenities.

Evaluation Porous borders

Severe segregation
between formal - informal

Barriers between
neighbourhoods

Limit accessiblity 
between neighbourhoods

Green areas 
are suboptimal

Mangroves essential
in redevelopment

Public transport favours
developed neighbourhoods

Area has strong ecological 
foundation with Mangroves and 
water infrastructure, plots of 
empty land are sometimes 
unused or used as landfills, 
goal is to integrate and improve 
the ecosystem.

Mangroves provide some degree of 
flood protection, but can be 
improved. Overall resilience can be 
improved by integration of informal 
and formal economies. Transition 
towards sustainable economies can 
leverage the Kampungs from poverty 
and develop the area holistically

New developments lack a sense 
of identity due to homogenuous 
design, Indonesian culture is 
often not reflected in the built 
environment, therefore no sense 
of belonging is created. Traditio-
nal neighbourhoods are prone to 
gntrification.

Neighbourhoods are introver-
ted and highly segregated, 
practices of care can be identi-
fied locally but social cohesion 
between areas is not present. 
Continuous development 
foster gentrification endange-
ring long-lasting Kampung 
communities

Informal parts 
hard to access

New developments
spark gentrification

Amenities clustered 
in developed areas

Spatial
principles

Evaluation

Chain of amenities & 
spatial temporalities

Ecological corridorsMobility networks

More room for 
water required

Care

Identity Resilience

EcologyKapuk
Muara

Value assessment Kapuk Muara district.
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	■ Enhance blue-green 
infrastructure through 
mangroves.
	■ Providing ecosystem services 
that align with needs of both 
communities.
	■ Improving street network of 
conflict areas for integration.

Key areas &
Strategic Interventions

750m250 5000

Legend

Strategic plan Kapuk Muara

Mangrove farming and production

Leisure through ecology

New bus line

New traffic corridor

New blue corridor
Biodiveristy redevelopment

Aquaculture through mangrove

Ecological redevelopment

Residential development

Ecological defence through mangroves

Extending blue corridors

MikroTrans service

Improving road connectivity

Local market

Open social housing

Community gahtering spot

Sites & services development

Kampung preservation

Creative industries

Circular waste management

Urban farming - permaculture

Strategic plan Kapuk Muara

Cengkareng
Kapuk Muara
Focus area

Muara Angke
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	■ New traffic corridor to 
integrate the area with bus 
service.

	■ Extending blue-green 
corridors providing ecosystem 
services and community 
integration.

A new heart for Kapuk 
Muara district

Strategic plan Kapuk MuaraZoom in Kapuk Muara
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New activity to open borders Space for social and ecological redevelopment
Strategic interventions

New tra�c corridor with 
Miktrotrans service

Blue green corridor
to coastlineFishing spotUrban Farm Wetlands restoration

through mangroves
Public park &
meeting spot

Open 
social housing

Social gatherings
& flexible public space

Zoom in socio-ecolgical areaZoom in inclusive area
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Organise ExecuteSupport

Strategic 
implementation
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Final Message
“Big Things have Small Beginnings.”


