(left)

A set of ironstone teacup and
saucer from the 1960s with the
crowned HK logo, manufac-
tured by Dunn Bennett & Co. in
England.

(courtesy of @93collectible, a
digital archive of HK historic
artefacts)

(right)
A view of HK migrants’ kitchen

(image by author, from Nov. 22 field-
work in Reading)




consbrucbting Belonging

#migration
#Hong Kong
#UK
#stranger encounters
#postcolonial identity




1. who migrated where?
2. how can we research?
3. whabt do we design?




who migrated where?



The Colonial Office List Map Supplement, published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office (1948)

(courtesy of @93collectible, a digital archive of HK historic artefacts)




LIST
IPPLEMEINT

The Colonial Office List Map Supplement, published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office (1948)

(courtesy of @93collectible, a digital archive of HK historic artefacts)
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The Colonial Office List Map Supplement, published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office (1948)

(courtesy of @93collectible, a digital archive of HK historic artefacts)
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FATHBX - BBCERIMHRE ? - BBCNews X
https://youtu.be/TFOB4hHS0k0
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“For Gheir [China’s] leaders, it ends what Ghey “Ab the stroke of midnight, history edged
called an age of shame and humiliation.” HongKong oub of the arms of Britain”




the British flag will be lowered and
British administrative responsibilities

> M ) 42873 @

“The British flag will be lowered, and British admin-
istrative responsibilities will end. But Britain is not
saying goodbye to Hong Kong. More than 3 1/2 mil-
lion Hong Kong residents are British national. Thou-
sands of young Hong Kong men and women study
in Britain every year. We share language and the
English common-law. And thousands of Britain’s too
have made their homes in Hong Kong. The shared
legacy of family and of friendship, trade and invest-
ment, culture and history run strong and deep. Brit-
ain is part of Hong Kong’s history and Hong Kong is

part of Britain’s history.
We are also part of each other’s future. We are confi-

dent of the ties between us will not only endure but

will continue to develop.”

- then Prince Charles, 1997 HongKong Handover ceremony




some responsibility for youf future now
Hong Kong people are to run Hong Kong

» » @ w07 @

“For Hong Kong as a whole, today is cause
for celebration, not sorrow. You have made
us as welcomed. It has been the greatest
honour and privilege of my life to share
your home for five years and to have some

responsibility for your future.
Now Hong Kong people are to run Hong

Kong. that is the promise and that is the

unshakable destiny.”

- then Governor of HK, Chris Patten, 1997 HongKong Handover ceremony
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“Between imminent decolonization and an emerging postcolonialiby lies whab
we consider to be a significant history: a history of becoming (postcolonial)

Hong Kong.”

Erni, John Nguyeb. 2001. “Like a Postcolonial Culsure: Hong Kong Re-Imagined.” CulGural Studies 15 (3-4): 389-418.

ethnicity

liminal
in terms of

cultural identity

1

being “Hong Kong”

settlement status

being “migrant”

liminal
in terms of

residence



Phobo of 2019 Anti-Elab protest in Hong Kong, demonstration with banner that wrote Legislation of National Security Law,
“All the best, Hongkongers”, MingPao https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/chinese-news-53332916
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Over 100 police officers raid office of
Hong Kong pro-democracy newspaper
Apple Daily

@ 0000:0+

“Over 100 police officers raid office of Hong Kong pro-democracy newspaper Apple Daily”, Tom Grundy,
HKFP, 10 Aug, 2020
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Supporters hold signs feaburing images of some of the 47 pro-democracy activists outside
the magistrates court in Hong Kong. Photograph: Anthony Kwan/Getby Images_ htbtps:/
www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/08/hong-kong-trial-47-pro-democracy-acbivists-de-
layed-11-week-national-security-law



Hong Kong's mid-year population from 1998 to 2022

Protests ¢
Lunrest :
f019)}

SaS |

Source: Census and Statisties Department

Hong Kong witnesses largest population net outflow (>70,000) in years, last observed
in mid-1966, Census & Statistics Depb., report from HKFP

The departures gate at Hong Kong International Airport last6 month. Since China in-
Groduced its sweeping national security law, Gens of thousands of people have made
plans Go leave the city and start new lives elsewhere.Credit..Anthony Kwan for The
New York Times

Map of popular destinations for post-2019 HK migration

(size of circle in proportion to size of arriving Bop(ilébiqg_)

300,000p
50,000p
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A volunteer led a storytelling session in April about a migrant from Hong Kong with
puppets she borrowed from a library. Mary Turner for The New York Time

‘Wherever I Am Is Hong Kong’:
Migrants Build a New Life in the UK.

More than a year after they first began arriving in Britain under a
new visa program, people from Hong Kong are settling into their
new home. But they still long for the one they left behind.

“If you don’t connect with each other and help each other and do bhings for each oth-
er — what do you do?” said David Wong, a cellist who once played during Hong Kong
protests and enjoys the sense of community in Sutton. Mary Turner for The New
York Times

Population density by AREA of arriving HK migrants

pop" % * km?
Greater London 22.3% /1569 *100 =14
Manchester 8.2% /1156 *100 =70
Birmingham 4.8% 12678 *100 =18
Reading 4.2% 1404 *100 =104
Bristol 4.0% 1110 *100 =36
Nobttingham 3.2% 17461 *100 =43

*only the 6 most representative locations are included in this table; data taken from “Survey
Report on HK BN(O) Arrivals’ Preferred Destinations”, June 2021, by HongKongers In Britain
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View of Reading Train Station towards London (image courtesy to Reading Gov.)

S|Maxx

Opening of full Elizabeth Line in 2022, connecting Reading to the Underground neb-
work of Central London (photo taken by researcher on field visit in Nov, 2022)

Map of Reading in relation Go i‘iﬁ
Greater London

(map below shows Reading municipal boundary in
BLUE and the urban area around)
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“The expecbation is bhabt this is going to be quite a distinctive
migration wave because of how high-skilled it is and the kind of population of HK arrivals from 2019

contributions it can make to the knowledge economy...” (Local Transport Plan 2011-2026)

- Peter William Walsh, a senior researcher at the Universiby of Oxford’s Migration Observatory 4 O/

3,300 HongKong migrants

0,

o O

994 e

233,000 ‘total popuiation

+3.27%

population increase by 2043

(ONS population projections 2018-based)
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Reading City Status Bid, 2021,
prepared by Reading Borough
Council in Ghe hope of achiving
the city sbatus, a honorary
Gitle that has no monebtary
value, but could attract in-
vestment and Ghe overall city
branding scheme

18




the city sbatus, a honorary
Gitle that has no monetary
value, but could atbtract in-
vestment and the overall city
branding scheme

0 / Reading Ciby Stabus Bid, 2021,
W 504 University of prepared by Reading Borough
:/’/ K Q Reading Council in Ghe hope of achiving
e :’-""{, o
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el by 2050..
Reading 2050
a smartand 1. Green Tech City

sustainable city” ] )
2. City of Rivers and Parks
@ 3. Ciby of Cultbure and Diversity
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(above)
Reading now

(opposite)
Reading imagined by artist in
2050

Reading Ciby Status Bid, 2021,
prepared by Reading Borough
Council

now ————

2050

20




2013
Reading

21

>

2050
Reading ciby

1

2.
3.

Green Tech City
City of Rivers and Parks
City of Culture and Diversity



2013
Reading

2020
National Securty Law @HK
aka, beginning of mass migration to UK

2020-2022
corona pandemic

’——-

2050

--~§

> Reading city

| | ~
l <
= - a» a» = -
2016 2020
Brexit referendum official Brexib
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1 Green Tech City
2. City of Rivers and Parks
3. City of Culture and Diversity



2020
National Securty Law @HK
aka, beginning of mass migration to UK

2013 2020-2022 2050

corona pandemic

Reading - < - Reading city

’—-----§

i - a» a» a» = -
E(r)l?(ib referendum i?f?::)ial Brexit L Green Tech Ciby
2. City of Rivers and Parks
3. Ciby of Culture and Diversity
“Immigration is going to be a o e

major part of BriGish national life | *

120 @Other

in 6he decades ahead.” whotun
- James Kirkup, SMF “ I I I I I I
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HK migrants

being “Hong Kong”
being “migrant”

“Hong Kong migrant”

Reading becoming a city

BriGish imperialism

Pl

Reading 2050
asmartand
sustainable city?

Series (2017-2019) lzosa ;
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HK migrants

the SOCIAL

BriGish imperialism

Reading becoming a city

Ghe HISTORICAL

the PHYSICAL

25




HK migrants

What are the spabial implications of Reading becoming a city
Ghis unique migration from HK o UK In reackion to the
in relabion Go the consbtruction of emerging global
a cultural identiby for the disaporic challenges, such
bodies? as the recent HK

immigration, how

can we re-eval-
British imperialism uate the Read-
ing2050 vision?

How can we speculate
a posb-colonial spatial
identity that is critical
of Ghe imperialist hisGory
of Britain?
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In establishing a cribical attiGude Go British
Imperialism, how does one Gake the unique case of
recent HK migration to Reading (UK) as a field of
conflicts Go speculate a post-colonial space, that
affords said HK migrant bodies to consbtruct Gheir
Belonging, i.e. Gheir diasporic identity?

27




how can we research?



(left)

A set of ironstone teacup and
saucer from the 1960s with the
crowned HK logo, manufac-
tured by Dunn Bennett & Co. in
England.

(courtesy of @93collectible, a
digital archive of HK historic
artefacts)

(right)
A view of HK migrants’ kitchen

(image by author, from Nov. 22 field-
work in Reading)
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Menu of Gala Resaurant in 1930s Hong Kong
(courbesy to D.K. Samuel LAl @samuellai.hkarchive)

1

Thirot Quenchers

Double Malted Milk,.........
2 Horlick's Malted -MNJ‘::, ik
Iced Ovalti
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InGerview with D.K. Samuel LAl by Mill MILK, extracted from
https://youtu.be/6_IQBGeuDHs

“because bhis is our [HongKong’s] food culbure.”
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Ice House Kopi Giam
VS
CaaCaanTeng

RxERE

(left)
InGerview with D.K. Samuel LAI by Mill MILK, extracted from
https://youtu.be/6_IQBGeuDHs

(right)
Plan of CaaCaanTeng typology
(courtesy to D.K. Samuel LAl @samuellai.hkarchive)

Tart

Bz
Bakery

GwanYu B L
from ceding

7KIE Bar

OO B
The Hall
N 00
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“Food has a consbtant tendency to transform
iGself into situabtion.”

- Roland Barthes (1971)

“Food is nob only a metaphor or vehicle of communication;
a meal is a physical event.”

- Mary Douglas (1994)
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FOOD x SPACE x IDENTITY

the alimentGary-spabio-political inGersecbion

is constructed in the embodied operation through

IDENTITY

34




* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons

Sep, 2022

Nov, 2022
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“walk together”

HERE
[12-14]

researcher will follow the inter-
viewee to prepare the meals,
and conduct a walking inter-
view along the trip

COCCC

“cook together”
—EAR

[16-18]

researcher will prepare the meal
together with the interviewee in
their home kitchen

O
S S\

“eat together”
—ERiR

[18-20]

researcher will sit at table with
the interviewee, and have a
meal together
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walk together
HEME

[12-14]

Images from walking inGerview during grocery * faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons

(Nov, 2023)
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walk together
HEME

[12-14]

“ALDI”

Polish store

Chinese
supermarket

“Morrison”

“COSTCO”

Readlng ing SEABIBH < l’l.
Asian store ) e
c. . EQ@CJ ;
/—. ._,, I\ l
b. a-') ”“1_\& .
e
1
“Reading Quality d, :
Fish”
1
1
1
e
t,‘g- =
open-air veg e. e e
market : Y ,,.;ii ﬁ:,?
ey
z =
fa : f
- %
i &% airBnB
gdi :
Halal store i.
“ASDA” J
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cook together’
—m

[16-18]

Video of the process of preparing the meal together with Ghe
interviewee host, with research-partner at London
(Nov, 2023)
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[18-20]
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“Through embodied movements, the citation operates
Go recall and reconnect with places elsewhere thab,
through those very movements, are remembered; at the
same Gime, a site of diasporic belonging is created.”

- Vikki Bell, Performabivity & Belonging, An Inbroducbtion
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Plan drawing recreabed from documentation of HK migrants’
home during event of hospibality
(Nov, 2023)
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1st space
HOME

48

>

2nd space
WORK



1st space
HOME

3rd space

eg
FOOD SPACE

49

>

2nd space
WORK



HongKong-themed market at Reading
(screenshob from instagram @what7theshop)

what7theshop 20857
@ BRERS >

Trinity Church, largest Cantonese chapter
in Reading

9
g
L
4
&
L
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= GWHNTTHESHOP 1=
;’%Té:’ﬁ_):mi =

s
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what7theshoplZiR{E
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“Hong Kong is Dead, Long
Live Hong Kong”, Ghesis
project speculating the ar-
chitectural design of bthe
rebuilding HK, by Desmond
Man-kit Choi @KADK

A proposal of rebuilding the entire
HK in the NW of Scotland with the
chartered city concept, proposed in
1980s in the wake of rising anxiety
over 1997 handover, and recently
popular in HK society
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1st space
HOME

3rd space

eg
FOOD SPACE
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2nd space
WORK
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Home-run Cantonese-style grills
(@Reading, to be ordered through Facebook)

14:17 wiacE

< HthkE Q

Telegram group for HK mgirants in Reading
(screenshob by researcher)

< E T Reading3eii «

3.344 members, 144 online
https://youtu.be/24mbNsNpCek

B
@ ~—Y -l - FUNY—Y—ER

DancingWok, a food delivery platform connecting HK home chefs in the <« B
UK Go online cusomers R
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Choose your dishes ~ Selected fresh local ingredients, ~ Reheat and enjoy, or keep in

make-to-order, frozen and freezer/fridge & Reading, United Kingdom

® 2=

vacuum packed to deliver to
your home R +44 7586 777587

Afer customers reciv th rhestto-sst
o ot f
il b e

homeorthe  necs

ental Kichen,

Youtuber teaching Cantonese receipe to HK audience in tbhe UK

(extracted from https://youtu.be/AveY8fhk9RA) YouTube
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“My model of strange encounters as a form of political
activism and collective work suggests that we need to
find ways of re-encountering these encounters so that
they no longer hold other others in place...

Collectivises are formed through the very work that has
Go be done in order to geb closer o other others.”

- Sara Ahmed, “Strange Encounters - embodied obhers in post-coloniality”
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liminal space

for sbrange encounbGers
/ \
/' 4th space

INTERNET
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1st space
HOME

2nd space
WORK

3rd space

eg
FOOD SPACE
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a small portion of

locally-grown produce

kitchen space for preparing
food for hospitality event

GGG T
9

4940
N

2
f

53

W

———o broadcasbing recipes
from online platform
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Taking “food” as a situabion around which
diasporic HongKong migrant bodies con-
struct Gheir Belonging; and Gaking “food” as
physical events displaying a global way of
consumption,

how does one speculate a new typology
(and architectural language) that stands
cribical o the Bribish colonial hisGory while
programmabically providing the affordances
for Ghe consbtruction of a new collecbtivity
based on strange encounters?
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whab do we design?

programme + site + design strategy



programme:

Open

Kitchen




Urban KiGchen

@Barcelona, Spain

“cooking does nob form part of the domesbic and
private realm but happens in the public sphere as
part of an open metropolitan organization that aims
Go have a political voice.”

Empire Remains Shop

@London, UK

“We have developed Ghis research looking basically at
food, neGwork and infrastructure, Ghat was put in place
by the Briish empire and tracking iGs legacies today.
So what the empire markebing board did was to write
a series of receipes. For us, many of these receipes
really became a map, so in which you can really under-
stand the how the empire was funcbtioning. ”

63

Casa do Povo

@Sao Paulo, Brazil

“Ghe audience is not a bargeb, but rather an
active participant who, in additGion Go visiting,
can also propose activities, making the space

a locale for encounters, development and
experimentation: a living monument, a place
where to remember is to act.”




Urban Kitchen

@Barcelona, Spain
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Empire Remains Shop

@London, UK

I s
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Climavore
Cooking Sections, 2015-...




Casa do Povo

@Sao Paulo, Brazil




S “And so Casa do Povo was

. ol . o e

« Inauguragao da Casa do Povo ‘\Q_ ’:5 %; :

_ Projeto.de.ErnestCarvalhoiMange A\l
TSI O B

born as aliving monument. In
Ghis case a place thabt pays
~.“N@ homage to those who died

but through activitiet nemorial where t y would be stocked

e e In the second World War,

but through acbivities, nob

Caca do Pove Cormerasons a memorial where bhis his-
Eras, Archie: Cas do Povo tory would be stocked. Bub

! Institubo Culbural Israeliba

Brasiro, a living monument, an emp-

(retreated from htbps://www.e-flux.com/
nobes/480764/from-a-so-paulozjewish-collec-

Shoforktordgaboctung o Gy space to be filled Ghrough
action.”
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even because of this same characteristic,
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

design attitude(s)

Be iconic

form as culbural symbool [casa do povo]

Be public

Ghreshold as communication inGerface [empire remains shop]
Be open
positioned as a living monument with open floor plan [casa do povo]

Be oppurbtunistic

concentric layoub Go existing square [urban kiGchen]

Be bodily

suspended Gable to discomfort guests [empire remains shop]
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sibe:

abandoned English Pub

retrofibting an abandoned English pub into an
open kitchen with new reception
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Reading pub Earley Retreat now on the market

25th October 2021

) By James Aldridge Share Q
W jamesAjourno
A Local Democracy Reporter 3 Comments

A Reading pub remains closed after being shut since the first lockdown.
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Lower earley + M4 highway (1970)
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Reading
city centre

R

4
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ASDA (supermarkeb) Leisure Centre
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design strategy:

Operation of Transfer

1. form as formwork
2. form in new material




“The world is full of forms and shapes, and hu-
mans are very quick 6o spobt pure or pattern
form from complex environments. Placing Ghem
[Ghe forms] can Ghen pull a precise situation
out of the background.”

- 6a archibects, interviewed by Lucia Allais in “Everything’s found”: Shapes in 6a
architects’ Recent Work




1. form as formwork

House (1993) Rachel Whiteread
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2. form in new material

FRAC Dunkerque (2013) Lacaton & Vassal










furnibure

inGerior

strucbure

100




101




102




I
ITTTTITTITITTITITTTITITITT
I I I T T I

I ) i
i B e L e e e %\‘E E_ ,_,_ SR |ﬂ S

=i
[TTTTTT T [ TTTTT T T T T T T T T T T T I T T T I T T T I T I T ITTITTITTTITTITITTITTT
[ T T T [T [ T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

- T T T T T T T 1 T T T 11T
[T T T L T T T T T T T T°T I

0 02 1 2 m

103




“... we may be postcolonial in Ghe historical and ad-
ministrabive sense. But discursively, postcoloniality
Is nobhing but the materialization of a distorbion, of
a surplus of confusion and pertGurbabion inGroduced
by a continuous sense of mutation into the so-
called ‘ohjective’ Hong Kong historiography.”

Ackbar Abbas (1997), quoted by John Nguyet Erni in Like A Posbtcolonial Cul-
bure: Hong Kong Re-imagined (2001)



