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AWAKENING MARITIME IDENTITY IN MESSINA
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HOW CAN THE CONCEPT OF MARITIME IDENTITY FACILITATE 
THE UNDERSTANDING OF EXISTING ASSETS, AND OFFER 
DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES FOR MESSINA AS A PORT-CITY?

research question

Delft University of Technology



 MESSINA - current state

 MARITIME IDENTITY - opportunity for Messina

 MICRO-NARRATIVES - methodology

 MARITIME IDENTITY IN MESSINA - mountain, city, sea

 QUADRILATERO - valorization of abandoned spaces

 PIAZZA MARITTIMA - a new maritime centrality



MARITIME MINDSET

„historical resilience of port cities is embedded in a 
maritime mindset or port city culture“

- Carola Hein, Port City Resilience: 
(Re-)Connecting Spaces, Institutions and Culture, 2020

theoretical framework
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URBAN STRUCTURE

OBJECTS

HUMAN

MARITIME MINDSET

methodology
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walking interviews mapping photography

methodology
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via Trieste, 2022



via Palmara, 2022



Gampilieri, 2009 (Gazetta del Sud)



Eo
lia

n 
Is

la
nd

s

Ro
m

a

Na
po

li

Sa
ler

no

Re
gg

io
 C

al
ab

ria
Pa

ler
m

o

Si
ra

cu
sa

Vi
lla

 S
. G

io
va

nn
i

objects



Stazione Marittima (AdSCM)



Stazione Marittima, 2022



abandonment



Fiera di Messina Ex-Granai Cantieri Navali Sanderson & Sons

industries



S. Palcido Calonerò, 2023
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abandoned industry
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Silos groundfloor 20m10m
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Silos Erlenmatt, Harry Gugger
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