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Dear Von Karman, 

Appointed by the Senate of our Technological University t o address you 

in this ceremonious session t o expound the reasons which led us to 

confer upon you the highest token of scientific esteem and respect of 

which we dispose, i t is my first duty, - and a great personal pleasure -

to bid you a most cordial welcome in Delf t , no unknown t e r r i t o r y to 

you, which has lodged fo r many decades - in fact since the beginning of 

your remarkable career - an ever increasing number of your admirers. 

By way of in t roduct ion to what I want to say this af ternoon, I may start 

w i t h the paradoxical remark, that the Idea to honour you was accom­

panied by a serious doubt, whether our doctorate could be granted to 

you. If a testimony of this kind has to be pronounced at the end of an 

academic examination, the poor examinee, if not altogether deprived of 

self-esteem, w i i i in his heart of hearts rather wish t o fail , than t o pass 

his exam in such a poor way (though in my experience such a wish has 

never been pronounced). It w i l l be clear however to everyone present 

here, that considerations of quite a higher and different standard prevailed 

during the discussions about your honorary degree. The disadvantage of 

the doubt - if I may coin this new expression - as apposed to the „ b e n e f i t " 

of the doubt, - did not lie w i t h you, but w i t h our Senate, whose judgment 

was seriously hampered by the doubt whether the i r ,,candidate" was not 

above the i r praise. No fewer than 15 honorary degrees had already been 

conferred on you, coming f r o m America, Belgium, Germany, France, 

Israel and Turkey, and It might well be asked if a new one could possibly 

evoke any real satisfaction In the recipient, and would not - on the 

contrary - give rise t o the reproach - though certainly never uttered 

by you - that w i t h the offer ing of our homage we were lagging rather 

far behind others. 
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If we agree w i t h La Rochefoucauld, whose maxim It was that ,,la racine 

de toute action humaine est l ' égo i sme" , It cannot be denied, that every 

act of admiration contains at least an element of self-glorification. However 

well-meant the act may seem, i t nevertheless finds Its roots in the gra t i ­

fying consciousness of being able to judge of the importance or greatness 

of an outstanding personage and in the self-assumed right to recognit ion 

of this judgment. Far f r o m condemning these t w o traits of human char­

acter, which - kept w i th in the bounds of reason and sentiment - can also 

be looked upon as contr ibutions t o human understanding and happiness, 

i t nevertheless may be desirable t o analyse in what measure they have 

influenced the decision of our Senate. 

No bestowal of an honorary degree is In our opinion justifiable if not the 

University itself can point t o self produced work , f r o m which i t may at 

ieast be hoped, that i t has found some appreciation on the part of the 

recipient. From this point of view my task could not have been easier. 

W i t h o u t doing an Injustice t o any o f our colleagues work ing in the fieid 

of mechanics, I may restrict myself t o drawing your attention t o your 

life-long f r iend j . M. Burgers, whose w o r k would have sufficed t o make 

the University of Dei f t - confining myself fo r a moment to the mechanical 

field - a wel lknown institute all over the w o r l d . Had not an unbridled 

desire fo r extensive knowledge and f o r a wider out look on human 

relations deprived us of one of our prominent scientists, you would have 

enjoyed at this moment the speech of a far more competent p romotor . 

The loss you are suffering by his no longer being a member of our Senate, 

is at least to some extent made good by his presence here, which I venture 

t o say w i l l be as highly appreciated by you as by his fo rmer colleagues. 

A glance at the list of honorary degrees, awarded since 1906, the year 

in which our University was raised t o Its present status suffices t o show 

how sparingly and w i t h what caution our Senate has made use of what 

4 

i t regards t o be its highest prerogative. The list records in all only 43 

persons, no more than 16 of whom are still alive. The reading of the i r 

names revives our grat i tude fo r what they were and what they did, and 

stimulates our pride that the i r names are lastingly connected w i t h the 

name and let us hope the fame of our University. Nevertheless i t seems 

strange, that - w i t h only one exception - no foreign scientists are to be 

found in our list of honour, so that w i t h some malevolence the remark 

might be made, that seemingly our scientific horizon is l imited by our 

Dutch f ron t i e r . The broad point of view which our country as a whole 

has always taken In genuinely admiring foreign achievements, may be a 

warrant that our University too is well aware of the great debt i t owes to 

foreign science and culture. Its natural shyness to bear witness of these 

feelings in an ofFicial manner could in no happier way be overcome than 

by paying high t r i b u t e to a man of universal and indisputable reputation 

in the field of a basic engineering science: the vast domain of theoretical 

and applied mechanics. It is grat ifying that our appeal to you has been 

answered in a way too fiattering fo r our University to be repeated here. 

It may find its fitting response In the assurance that i t is we that feel 

ourselves honoured by the connection of your name w i t h that of our 

Institute. 

A complete survey of your work , your personality, and your relations 

w i t h scientific, industrial, and governmental Institutions would require 

considerably more t ime than is available in this session. Tempting as It 

would be to analyse parts of your scientific w o r k , i t is imperative that I 

restrict myself t o a superficial review. May I ask you then to be the wi l l ing 

vict im of this superficiality which in its essence is due to the fecundity 

of your activities. From a restricted point of view I could confine myself 

to your purely scientific w o r k , but doing so, 1 should again be lef t w i t h 

an insurmountable task even if I should only be permit ted to read the 
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t i t les of your 130 publications. They cover a field of enormous extent 

and relate to all the various branches of applied mechanics. In the i r great 

major i ty they bear on fundamental questions, and excel in clearness and 

directness. In addition i t must be stressed, that even the earliest publica­

tions are of a classic nature and evoke the admiration of everyone who 

reads them nowadays in the i r original word ing . They also testify to the 

diversity of your interests, and suggest that f r o m the beginning you 

wanted to claim the whole f ield of mechanics as your sphere of action. 

Three of them at least must be mentioned separately: 

first ly your dissertation en t i t l ed : Untersuchungen über Knickfestigkeit , 

printed as nr. 81 in the , ,Mit tei lungen ü b e r Forschungsarbeiten auf dem 

Gebiete des Ingenieurswesens, ins besondere aus den Laboratorien der 

technischen Hochschulen, herausgegeben von dem Verein deutscher 

Ingenleure." It answers (in the affirmative) the question whether the 

wel l -known formula of Euler, valid fo r columns, centrally loaded and 

buckling wi th in the elastic range of the material can be used as well fo r 

buckling phenomena, occurr ing in the non-elastic range by replacing the 

modulus of elasticity by a well-defined substitute, 

secondly the remarkable paper ( w r i t t e n in collaboration w i t h A . Haar) 

t o be found in the ,,Nachrlchten der Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu 

G ö t t i n g e n 1909", being a fundamental contr ibut ion ,,zur Theorie der 

Spannungszustande in plastischen und sandartigen Medlen" to which 

reference is made in all treatises and books, on the theory of plasticity, 

t h i r d l y the papers relating to ,,dem Mechanismus des Widerstandes, den 

ein bewegter K ö r p e r in einer Flüssigkeit er fahr t" , published in the 

„ N a c h r i c h t e n der Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu G ö t t i n g e n , 1911 

and 1912 and in the „Physikallsche Zei tschr i f t 1912" (the latter paper 

being wr i t t en in collaboration w i t h H . Rubach). The last mentioned 

papers put you at once in the l imelight of the international scientific 
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amphitheatre and perhaps it w i l l impress you even f o r t y years after the 

event, that our greatest physicist, H. A. Lorentz w i t h all the weight of 

his authori ty paid his t r i bu t e of appreciation fo r your w o r k in a magisterial 

lecture on hydrodynamical topics delivered t o the „Kon ink l i j k Instituut 

van Ingenieurs". This lecture, unique in its construction and its lucidity, 

characterised by a seeming simplicity and a winning charm which were 

Lorentz' personal secrets, found its culmination in the description of 

what is now universally called the Karman-street, bordered by t w o 

neatly arranged rows of vortices. The afternoon of 12 December 1914 

has always remained a landmark in your promoter 's experiences and It 

marks the hour In which the desire to make your personal acquaintance 

began to force itself on him. Li t t le did he th ink then how many times 

he was to meet you later on and to what inspiring Influence he was t o be 

subjected In pursuing, together w i th Burgers, an Ideal of yours about 

which I shall speak w i t h i n a few minutes. For the present however, I w i l l 

continue my survey of your scientific production. 

W i t h o u t going Into détai l 1 must first of all give some attention to your 

papers on ,,dle Bedingungen des Bruches und der plastischen Deforma­

t ion , ins besondere bei quasi isotropen K ö r p e r n ; Festlgkeitsversuche 

unter allseltigem D r u c k ; die mittragende Breite verstelfter Platten, die 

Theorie des Walzvorganges, elastische Grenzzustande, die Berechnung 

frei tragender Flügel, the strength of th in plates In compression, the 

buckling of spherical shells by external pressure, the Influence of curvature 

on the buckling characteristics of structures, the buckling of th in cylin­

drical shells under axial compression, to mention only a few of those 40 

papers which are devoted to elastic or plastic problems. Your t w o b r i l ­

liant contributions t o the ,,Enzyclopadie der Mathematlschen Wissen­

schaften" on ,,Festigkeltsprobleme Im Maschlnenbau" and ,,physikallsche 

Grundiagen der Festlgkeltslehre" have won you the grati tude of all your 

7 



co l leagues, and y o u r b o o k , w r i t t e n In c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h B i o t o n M a t h e ­

mat ica l m e t h o d s in E n g i n e e r i n g t r a n s l a t e d as i t has been i n t o F r e n c h , 

Spanish, P o r t u g e s e , I t a l i an , T u r k i s h and Japanese, is in t h e hands o f all 

advanced s t u d e n t s and y o u n g sc ient is ts in t h e field o f mechan ics . Y o u r 

W i l l a r d G ibbs l e c t u r e d e l i v e r e d t o t h e A m e r i c a n M a t h e m a t i c a l Soc ie t y 

u n d e r t h e sugges t i ve t i t l e , , t he E n g i n e e r g rapp les w i t h n o n - l i n e a r p r o ­

b l e m s " has had a mos t s t i m u l a t i n g e f fec t , and is an o u t s t a n d i n g t e s t i m o n y 

o f y o u r pedagog ica l g i f t s . 

A n d y e t , al l t h i s va luab le w o r k has been surpassed by y o u r n u m e r o u s 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e field o f h y d r o - and ae rodynam ics . 

G o i n g t h r o u g h t h e i r l ist o n e is at a c o m p l e t e loss, w h i c h o f t h e m t o 

s ing le o u t f r o m t h e m o r e t h a n 60 papers w h i c h all r e l a te t o a mos t i nhos­

p i t ab le d o m a i n o f physical and m a t h e m a t i c a l d i f f i cu l t i es . H e r e , even m o r e 

so t han in t h e o t h e r d o m a i n s y o u r speci f ic g i f t comes t o t h e f o r e , t o 

isolate essential par ts o f a p r o b l e m , t o neg lec t all unessent ials, t o sea rch , 

g u i d e d by a r a r e I n t u i t i o n , f o r a p p r o x i m a t e so lu t i ons and t o set up at 

t h e end o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n c o n t r o l ca lcu la t ions w i t h respec t t o i n i t i a l l y 

n e g l e c t e d t e r m s . H a v i n g been an assistant o f P r a n d t l in y o u r G ö t C i n g e r -

t i m e i t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g , t h a t y o u w e r e t e m p t e d by his b o u n d a r y - l a y e r 

equa t i ons w h i c h y o u a t t a c k e d in such a b r i l l i a n t way . A n d o f cou rse y o u 

have t i m e and again been cha l l enged by t h a t i n t r i c a t e p r o b l e m , w h i c h 

i n t r i g u e s all ae rodynam is t s . Ev idence o f t h i s is g i ven by t h e n u m e r o u s 

papers b e a r i n g on t h i s sub jec t , some f e w o f w h i c h may be m e n t i o n e d 

h e r e : Ü b e r d ie S t a b i l i t a t d e r L a m i n a r s t r ö m u n g und d ie T h e o r i e d e r 

T u r b u l e n z (Proc . F i rs t I n t e r n . C o n g r . A p p l . M e c h . D e l f t , 1924) , Mecha ­

nische A h n l i c h k e i t u n d T u r b u l e n z (P roc . T h i r d I n t e r n . C o n g r . A p p l . 

M e c h . S t o c k h o l m , 1938) , Some aspects o f t h e T u r b u l e n c e P r o b l e m , 

(P roc . f o u r t h I n t . C o n g r . A p p l . M e c h . C a m b r i d g e Eng. , 194-4), O n t h e 

Stat is t ica l T h e o r y o f T u r b u l e n c e ( j o u r n a l A e r o . Sc i . 1937) , O n t h e Stat is -
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t i ca l T h e o r y o f I s o t r o p i c T u r b u l e n c e ( w i t h H o w a r t h ) (P roc . Roy. Soc. 

b o n d . 1938) , Some r e m a r k s o n t h e Stat is t ica l T h e o r y o f T u r b u l e n c e (P roc . 

5 t h I n t . C o n g r . A p p l . M e c h . C a m b r i d g e Mass. 1938) , O n L a m i n a r and 

T u r b u l e n t F r i c t i o n ( N . A . C . A . T e c h n . M e m . 1946) , O n t h e c o n c e p t o f 

S i m i l a r i t y in t h e t h e o r y o f I s o t r o p i c T u r b u l e n c e ( w i t h C . C. L i n n ) ( M o d e r n 

Physics 1949) . M a n i f o l d o t h e r t op i cs , h o w e v e r , have engaged y o u r a t t e n ­

t i o n : S t a b i l i t y o f ae rop lanes , resistance p r o b l e m s o f ships, w i n d t u n n e l 

p r o b l e m s , p r o b l e m s o f f l o w in compress i b l e fluids, superson ic a e r o d y n a ­

mics, and m a n y o t h e r s , some o f w h i c h are o f a speci f ic physical n a t u r e . 

W i t h u n s t i n t e d g e n e r o s i t y y o u c o n t r i b u t e d t o ann i ve rsa ry books , d e d i ­

ca ted t o some o f y o u r co l leagues, o n e o f w h o m is h i g h l y in y o u r d e b t 

f o r y o u r a r t i c l e on t h e t h e r m a l t h e o r y o f cons tan t pressure d e f i a g o r a t i o n , 

w r i t t e n in c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h G. M i l l a n . C o n t r i b u t i o n s in b o o k - f o r m w e r e 

g i v e n by y o u in t h e D u r a n d E d i t i o n u n d e r t h e t i t l e Per fec t F lu ids, in 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h J. M. B u r g e r s , In , , t he Advances in A p p l i e d M e c h a n i c s " 

i n i t i a t e d by R. v o n Mises, and In t h e Se lec ted Top i cs in t h e l i g h t o f t h e i r 

h i s to r i ca l d e v e l o p m e n t ( N e w Y o r k 1954) . 

I n o w w a n t t o d r a w t h e a t t e n t i o n o f m y aud ience t o q u i t e a n o t h e r a c t i v i t y 

o f y o u r s , t h e i n f l uence o f w h i c h o n o u r pro fess iona l w o r l d can h a r d l y be 

o v e r - e s t i m a t e d . I a l l ude t o t h e C o n f e r e n c e o f I n n s b r i j c k in 1922, c o n v e n e d 

by y o u and y o u r f r i e n d L e v i - C i v i t a , t o enab le a r e s t r i c t e d n u m b e r o f 

sc ient is ts t o c o m p a r e in an u n r e s t r a i n e d and q u i t e i n f o r m a l w a y t h e i r 

resul ts and g e n e r a l t h o u g h t s . T w o s t i l l l i v i n g pa r t i c i pan t s p resen t at t h a t 

m e e t i n g , are in th i s r o o m : Thi jsse and B u r g e r s , and t h e i r t h o u g h t s , in 

un ison w i t h y o u r s , w i l l doub t less g o back t o those happy days, w h e r e , 

a f t e r t h e pes t i lence o f w o r l d - w a r I, f r e e i n t e r c o u r s e became possible and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l f r i e n d s h i p and n e w ideal ism r e v i v e d . - I t is n o t as ton ish ing 

t h a t a f t e r t h e i n s p i r i n g success o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e , y o u r restless m i n d 

became p r e o c c u p i e d by t h e m u c h b r o a d e r scheme t o call f o r t h an i n t e r -
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national Congress which would not restrict itself to Aero and Hydrody­

namics but would cover the whole field of applied mechanics. W i t h a 

view to the still prevailing national controversies, delicate consideration 

was required as regards the place of gathering and no less the choice of 

an international Commit tee of sponsors that could be expected t o f ind 

universal international confidence. Del f t became the delected place and 

f r o m that moment on a never fail ing cooperation, a never fading f r i end ­

ship arose between you and Burgers and myself. The success of the Con­

gress, though guaranteed beforehand by the names of its sponsors: Ames, 

Bairstow Bjerknes, Coker, Forchhelmer, G r i f f i t h , von Karman, L e v i -

Civita, von Mises, Oseen, Prandtl, Southwell, Stodola and Taylor, sur­

passed every expectation, and no higher t r i bu te to your bri l l iant ini t iat ive 

can be paid than by a remembrance of the series of Congresses, which 

every four th year were held in Z ü r i c h , Stockholm, Cambridge (England), 

Cambridge (U.S.A.), Paris, London, Istanbul, and but a week ago in 

Brussels, and which w i l l regularly be continued. 

Your great ability to solve Intricate physical problems, your technical 

feeling, your organising power and your amiable personality have made 

you the vademecum of hundreds of persons, and the adviser of numerous 

institutions and governments. Once again I have to restrict myself t o a 

mere summing up which, f o r all Its simplicity wi l l yet be Impressive 

enough. 

A f t e r having built between 1912 and 1930 the Aachen Institute Into a 

world-renowned research Institute and having Interrupted your activities 

there by a visit t o the Massachusetts Institute of Technology as a guest 

lecturer, and by a visit t o Japan, where you designed the first w i n d -

tunnel , you went, In 1930, t o the U.S.A. fo r good and all, where your 

stimulating influence made Itself at once noticeable In many directions. 

Already in that same year t w o of your co-workers Trol ler and Wat tendor f 
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were indicated to design and supervise under your final responsibility 

the construction of the newly-authorized Daniel Guggenheim Airship 

Institute. In 1936 you were engaged In the design and supervision of the 

first t w o wind-tunnels in Peiplng, China, where Dr . Wat tendor f started 

the w o r k in 1936 and where in 1937 this w o r k had also your personal 

at tention. In 1930 you were appointed Director of the newly established 

Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory, and In this funct ion you have 

exerted great Influence on the aeronautical sciences In the U.S.A. The 

Institute Itself soon enjoyed a wor ld-wide reputation, and attracted 

numbers of excellent scholars. In 1932 you were one of the founders of 

the American Institute of Aeronautical Sciences. In 1937 you were selected 

to give the W i l b u r W r i g h t Lecture, an honour which is only bestowed 

on prominent American scientists. In 1932 you advised the United States 

mili tary forces to assign young officers to your Institute f o r advanced 

studies thereby greatly promoting the scientific development of these 

services. 

In 1944 the Chief of the Army-Alr-Forces Invoked your help to advise 

him on fu tu re developments in the conquest of the air, and since then 

you have more and more occupied yourself w i t h questions of primordial 

significance fo r mankind. From the excellent biography by Wat tendor f 

recently published in the Zei tschrif t f ü r Flugwesen, we learn that a 

N A T O conference, attended by a number of its leading N A T O research 

Directors, appointed you as chairman of the Advisory Group f o r Aeronau­

tical Research and Development, known as the A.G.A.R.D. The problems 

of international organization at which A.G.A.R.D. aims foreshadowed 

considerable difficulties, so that provisionally a t r ia l basis of t w o years 

was fixed. As was t o be expected your new experiment In international 

scientific cooperation has proved to be a great success, and earns, as we 

learn here f r o m our colleague van der Maas universal appreciation. The 

11 



va lue , w h i c h o u r c o u n t r y a t taches t o y o u r i n t e r n a t i o n a l w o r k r e c e n t l y 

f o u n d its s y m b o l i c exp ress ion in t h e h i g h o r d e r w h i c h i t pleased o u r 

Majes ty t h e Q u e e n t o c o n f e r u p o n y o u . 

in t h e f o r e g o i n g no m e n t i o n has been made o f pecu l i a r i t i es c o n n e c t e d 

w i t h y o u r persona l hab i ts , y o u r j okes o r y o u r w i t t y r e m a r k s . T h e y a re 

n o t in k e e p i n g w i t h t h e leve l o n w h i c h y o u had t o be c o n s i d e r e d here. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s I may r e v i v e o n e o f y o u r r e m a r k s , made at a b a n q u e t in 

M a d r i d , w h e r e t o m y g o o d f o r t u n e w e w e r e b o t h asked t o l e c t u r e at 

t h e I n s t i t u t e o f o u r m u t u a l f r i e n d Te r radas . I t was a f t e r hav ing hea rd 

severa l speeches in f o r e i g n languages, t h a t y o u confessed y o u c o u l d 

f o l l o w an o r a t o r best , i f he expressed h imse l f in a n o t h e r i d i o m t h a n his 

na t i ve t o n g u e , e x c e p t i o n b e i n g made o f course f o r t h e H u n g a r i a n l a n g u a g e ; 

at any ra te - y o u added - i t was ch ie f l y t hose par ts o f t h e Spanish c o n ­

ve rsa t i on o f t h a t e v e n i n g c o n t r i b u t e d by non Spaniards t h a t had been 

u n d e r s t o o d by y o u . R e m e m b e r i n g t h i s r e m a r k - w h i c h was m e t w i t h 

gene ra l l a u g h t e r , because i t stressed c lea r l y e n o u g h t h e fact t h a t a l anguage 

can n e v e r be spoken q u i t e c o r r e c t l y by a f o r e i g n e r - and b e i n g no H u n ­

gar ian - I t h o u g h t i t a p p r o p r i a t e t o address y o u in a l anguage f o r e i g n t o 

b o t h o f us. If lack o f f l u e n c y in m y address c o u l d be c o m p e n s a t e d by y o u r 

capac i ty and readiness t o d e t e c t t h e u n d e r l y i n g a d m i r a t i o n and f r i e n d s h i p 

I w o u l d fee l appeased and f r e e d f r o m t h e r e p r o a c h t h a t I d i d n o t speak 

t o y o u in D u t c h . N e v e r t h e l e s s I w o u l d d o w r o n g t o avo id t h i s l anguage 

a l t o g e t i i e r . N o t o n l y t h a t t h i s w o u l d mean u n d e r r a t i n g y o u r w e l l - k n o w n 

l i ngu i s t i c g i f ts - i t is said t h a t y o u u n d e r s t a n d no f e w e r t h a n 7 languages -

i t w o u l d also i nva l i da te t h e va lue and t h e d i g n i t y o f o u r o w n l anguage , 

in w h i c h e v e r y t h i n g w o r t h say ing can be said in q u i t e a c lear w a y , and 

w h i c h t o r e n o u n c e w o u l d a f fec t t h e v e r y r o o t s o f o u r na t i ona l consc ious­

ness. 

T h e r e f o r e m y last w o r d s may be s p o k e n in m y m o t h e r t o n g u e : 
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H o o g g e a c h t e v o n K a r m a n : D e b e t e k e n i s van de o n d e r s c h e i d i n g , d i e U 

heden t e n dee l v a l t , m o e t s te l l i g n i e t in de eers te plaats g e z o c h t w o r d e n 

in h e t f e i t , da t G i j ze zo d a d e l i j k z u l t o n t v a n g e n u i t handen van een 

v r i e n d , d ie U w e w e t e n s c h a p p e l i j k e en maa tschappe l i j ke levensgang in 

z i j n gehee l en m e t de g r o o t s t e b e w o n d e r i n g hee f t gadeges lagen, d o c h 

in h e t f e i t da t he t i n i t i a t i e f e r t o e w e r d g e n o m e n d o o r U w v a k g e n o t e n 

in de g e z a m e n l i j k e A f d e l i n g e n d e r W e r k t u i g b o u w k u n d e , S c h e e p s b o u w -

k u n d e en V l i e g t u i g b o u w k u n d e . H e t is in de eers te plaats de nieuwe 

g e n e r a t i e , d ie haar e e r b i e d v o o r U w w e r k t o t u i t d r u k k i n g h e e f t w i l l e n 

b r e n g e n , in h e t sche rpe b e w u s t z i j n van de be teken i s d ie d i t w e r k o o k in 

de t o e k o m s t zal b l i j ven b e h o u d e n . U w o u d e De l f t se v r i e n d e n . B u r g e r s 

en ikze l f , h o p e n d o o r h u n o n d e r w i j s en h u n h o u d i n g w e l l i c h t iets t o t he t 

on ts taan en de g r o e i van d ie e e r b i e d t e h e b b e n b i j g e d r a g e n . 

Bi j he t t o t u i t i n g b r e n g e n van b e w o n d e r i n g v o o r een mens is h e t a l t i j d 

m o e i l i j k een g rens t e t r e k k e n tussen w a t in z i j n w e r k als een w o n d e r l i j k e 

s c h i k k i n g van de n a t u u r m o e t w o r d e n aangez ien , en w a t , v o o r z o v e r 

w i j d a a r o v e r een o o r d e e l k u n n e n u i t s p r e k e n , als mense l i j ke v e r d i e n s t e . 

V o o r een man van s t a t u u r is h e t o n m o g e l i j k v o l d o e n i n g t e p u t t e n u i t 

een p e r s o o n s v e r h e e r l i j k i n g , v o o r b i j g a a n d e aan he t f e i t , dat - o m een 

man van be teken i s t e k u n n e n w o r d e n - de n a t u u r v o o r a f een s c h e p p e n d e 

i n v l o e d moes t d o e n g e l d e n , waaraan h i j ze l f geen v e r d i e n s t e kan o n t l e n e n . 

D e lof , b e w o n d e r i n g en d a n k b a a r h e i d van a n d e r e n kan e c h t e r t e n v o l l e 

en m e t r e c h t aanvaard w o r d e n d o o r h e m , d i e m e t i nspann ing van al z i j n 

k r a c h t e n de h e m g e s c h o n k e n gaven t o t o n t p l o o i i n g hee f t g e b r a c h t , en 

de resu l t a ten van z i j n rus t l oos s t r e v e n t e r b e s c h i k k i n g van z i j n m e d e ­

mensen hee f t ges te l d . 

N a a r die maats ta f g e m e t e n , w e n s e n , a l len h i e r a a n w e z i g , U van h u n 

h o o g a c h t i n g t e g e t u i g e n , naar die maats ta f g e m e t e n w o r d t G i j aan de 

h i e r aanwez ige akademische j e u g d v o o r g e h o u d e n als een l i c h t e n d v o o r -
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beeld, naar die maatstaf gemeten heeft de Senaat besloten U zijn hoge 

waardering voor U w w e r k en U w streven als volgt t o t uit ing te laten 

brengen door Uw door hem aangewezen promotor : 

De Senaat van de Technische Hogeschool In zijn vergadering van 5 ju l i 

1956, gebruik makend van de hem krachtens de Wet toegekende bevoegd­

heid, verleent U 

Theodore von Karman 

het doctoraat in de technische wetenschap honoris causa met alle rechten 

door de Wet en gewoonte aan de doctorsti tel verbonden op grond van 

U w zeer uitstekende verdiensten op het gebied van de technische weten­

schap in het algemeen en die op het te r re in van de elasticiteitstheorie, 

de plasticlteitstheorle en de aero- en hydrodynamica ln het bijzonder, 

alsmede op grond van de belangrijke bijdrage, die Gi j geleverd hebt 

t o t de Internationale samenwerking op di t wetenschapsgebied, 

ik nodig U uit het diploma, door de Rector Magnificus en de Secretaris 

van de Senaat ondertekend, en met het grootzegel van de Senaat be­

krachtigd, wel te wil len aanvaarden. 

De jongste Doctor hei l ! 
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