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New Building for Flemish Museum of Contemporary Art 
(VMHK) in Antwerp
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MHKA, Museum of Contemporary Art in Antwerp



4P5 Presentation 30.06.2023Bartosz Teodorczyk

Research Book 02: Anti-Museum Spaces, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Office Baroque, Gordon Matta-Clark, 1977
Research Book 02: Anti-Museum Spaces, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023



6P5 Presentation 30.06.2023Bartosz Teodorczyk

Performance, VAGA, 1965
Research Book 02: Anti-Museum Spaces, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Schaal en Perspectief, Luc Deleu ,1981
Research Book 02: Anti-Museum Spaces, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Architectural Fascinations
History of Forming an Institution
1952-1984

The story starts with the reconstruction 
and the plan for a large-scale Liberation 
Palace in the city park, launched in 1947 
by post-war mayor Lode Craeybeckx. 
The project was handed to the city 
architect A. Fivez in 1952 and was the 
subject of a lively debate in the popular 
press

Renaat Braem, Design sketches and 
surface calculations for a Museum of 
Modern Art Antwerp,Hippodroom site, 
Leopold De Waelplaats, circa 1965

In 1968 the committee of the Royal Museum 
of Contemporary Art refused to throw in the 

towel and commissioned the architect 
Stynen to design a National Museum of 

Modern Art in the Middelheim Park. Stynen 
was inspired by Le Corbusier’s Musée à 
Croissance Illimitée (1939). During two 

years, he and his partner Paul De Meyer drew 
up the project in plans, façades, sections, 

clear perspectives, sketches and even 
specification texts and bill of quantities. 

However, the project did not get beyond the 
symbolic placement of a foundation stone

Leon Stein,Photo model Museum of Modern Art, Scheldt quays, 
Zuiderterras, Antwerp, 1966.

Victor Bourgeois tasked the architecture department of La Cambre 
(Brussels) to design an art museum. When asked by the magazine 

Les Beaux-Arts in 1959 to give his vision on museum architecture, 
he illustrated the text with a design by one of his students: François 

Jamagne

Craeybeckx revived his plans for an institute of contemporary art and 
culture in Antwerp and instructed the Special Committee of the Royal 
Museum of Fine Arts for that purpose. Architect Léon Stynen sat on 
this committee and made no fewer than two designs for two different 
locations in Antwerp: one project at the level of the former Hippo-
drome on the Leopold de Waelpaats, and another project on the 
Scheldt quays, also on the right bank. Parallel to Stynen’s designs, his 
colleague Renaet Braem also made some expressionist sketches for a 
museum opposite the Museum of Fine Arts.

In 1969, in the latter days of Mai 
68, a group of artists asked King 
Baudouin to make the disused 
royal palace on the Meir available 
for a contemporary arts centre. A 
year later, the palace was trans-
ferred to the Dutch Cultural 
Community, the forerunner of the 
Flemish Community, which was 
founded during the state reform 
of 1970.

The Flemish Cultural Community set 
up a cultural centre in the palace on 
the Meir. After a start under Ludo 
Bekkers, from 1972 onwards it would 
become one of the most important art 
centres in Europe under the direction 
of Flor Bex and would remain so until 
his dismissal in 1981. The ICC was a 
very open institution that emulated 
international avantgard developments. 
It was an important meeting space, but 
also a site of production. The ICC had a 
busy rogrammed. In the tradition of 
the Alternative Spaces movement, 
performances, public debates and 
happenings took place. It was where 
experimental cinema, documentaries 
and video art, which was still young at 
the time, were shown. Owing to its 
atypical profile, but also to the 
capacity of Antwerp as a port city and 
as a gateway to the European conti-
nent, the ICC quickly became a hub for 
the international avant-garde.

1929:In 1929 Le Corbusier 
designed a model of Unlimited 
Growth Museum (Musée à 
croissance illimitée) for the 
Mundaneum in Geneva. It was a 
square spiral that would 
eventually develop and grow 
according to the needs of the 
project. Since this project was 
widely discussed and often 
criticized as utopian, it was 
never realized in the West.

Leon Stijnen and Paul de Meyer,National Museum of Modern Art 
Middelheim, Antwerp, Detail Perspective sketch of preliminary design; 

September 1, 1970.

Gordon Matta-Clark Office Baroque, 4th Floor 
(Documentation of the action “Office Baroque” made in 1977 in 
Antwerp, Belgium) 1977 
Source: Whitney Museum of American Art, New York

Another decade passed before the next episode. Under the 
leadership of Flor Bex, director of the avant-garde ICC, the 
Antwerp architects J. Kennes, J. Vanderperren and T. Eyckerman 
came up with a plan for a multitenant building next to the post 
office building on the Groenplaats. The language of the architec-
ture was conservative, but the programme radical. Like the Centre 
Pompidou, which opened its doors that same year in Paris, the 
designers devised a metropolitan project that gathered several 
functions around the museum programme. In addition to a 
shopping and pedestrian street, the building comprised an 
information centre, cafeteria, bookshop, babysitting service, 
performing-arts venue, multipurpose rooms, a cinema and artists’ 
studios. This project would also remain unimplemented.

Flor Bex, Sketch for a Museum of 
Contemporary Art, behind the 
building with the work Office Baroque 
(Gordon Matta-Clark, 1977), s.d.. (© 
Archief Flor Bex)

After the premature death of American artist Gordon Matta-Clark in 
1979, Bex took the initiative to use the only remaining work after the 
artist’s death, Office Baroque, an impressive architectural cut in a 
former office complex on the Ernest van Dijckkaai in Antwerp, as a 
starting point for a new Museum of Contemporary Art. The Gordon 
Matta-Clark Foundation came into existence and many international 
artists donated artworks that would later form the basis of the M HKA 
collection.

1979:At about the same period, six artists (Guillaume Bijl, Luc Deleu, 
Paul De Vylder, Wilfried Huet, Guy Rombouts and Walter Van Rooy) 
came up with an alternative as a direct response to the demolition of 
Office Baroque (1977). The six proposed to set up an artist’s residence 
and exhibition space in the warehouse known as La Nationale, which 
would later house M HKA. A disco on the ground floor would provide 
the necessary income. Luc Deleu designed mobile elements  to convert 
the building into an artistic infrastructure.

The Flemish Community ultimately decided to found 
M HKA. It was a time when Flanders, after the first 
wave of regionalization, was fully exer�cising its 
powers and was pursuing an ambitious and dynamic 
course in terms of science policy (Flanders Technolo-
gy International) and culture policy. Minister Poma 
resolutely opted for an independent institution, a 
museum of contemporary art.

Office Baroque1977

A last legendary project in the early history concerns the attempt 
to purchase and protect Office Baroque, one of the last on-site 
projects by American artist Gordon Matta-Clark, and to transform 
the accompanying building block into a museum. The monumental 
intervention in the empty office building would be supplemented 
by an exhibition space. After demolition of the building by its 
owner, this plan also fell through.

1982

After the demolition of Office Baroque, a number of 
artists, led by architect/artist Luc Deleu, had pointed out 
the existence and potential of La Nationale. When 
Minister Poma’s cabinet went in search of a location for a 
new museum, the connection was soon made. The 
warehouse known as La Nationale was purchased in the 
spring of 1984 and M HKA was established by decree the 
following year.

1984

1979

1968-1970

1965

1959

1952

1929

1969

1972

Research Book 05: Representing the Collection, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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“The museum chooses explicitly to relate to its institutional background and wishes to see 
aspects of that early history reflected in the new building.”

“The museum is looking for an infrastructure that works well, an architecture that structures 
and organizes, but that at the same time allows for the different usage regimes and does not 
stand in the way of museum experimentation.”

“Reflection and experimentation will remain central in the future museum too. The architecture 
of the new museum should allow for exciting museological experiments.”

“As an institution, the future museum explicitly wants to disseminate an idea of ‘publicness’. 
This public character of the institution is not only reserved for the accessible parts of the 
museum such as the lobby and the reception but also relates to other parts of the museum: 
the intimate public condition of the reading room or the urban space around the museum 
building, for instance.”

All-inclusive study assignment for the construction of a Flemish Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Part of the Competition Brief 
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Competition Brief: Spatial Requirements
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MASP
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N +/-  0.00 m N +/-  0.00 m

Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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“The museum needs to have a capacity for storytelling.”

“(...) spaces that you can keep in your memory.”

“(...) new scenography every time you visit it.”

“(...) technical infrastructure to build and change the space”

Bart de Baere, Director of MHKA
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Dynamic nature of MHKA - changing exhibitions
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Museum Families
Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Centre Pompidou, Renzo Piano, Richarad Rogers ,1977
Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Centre Pompidou - Changes in Layout of Exhibition Spaces
Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, 
Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023



17P5 Presentation 30.06.2023Bartosz Teodorczyk

Major renovation works in Centre Pompidou - former and planned
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Antwerp, Satellite ImageAntwerp, Google 
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Expansion of Antwerp
Research Book 02: Urban History and Material Culture, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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9Spatial Ensembles

Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers. 

A real estate firm, the “Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers”, 
designed an overall geometric subdivision plan for what was 
to become a spacious residential area. The plan bore witness 
to new insights in urban planning borrowed from Paris, with 
broad, rectilinear streets that created a number of axes, and 
with round or rectangular squares at the junctions. A great deal 
of attention was also paid to the architecture of the individual 
buildings. In order to increase the attractiveness of the district, 
a number of new public facilities were planned here, with the 
Museum of Fine Arts as the major eye-catcher. The star-shaped 
street plan provided a view of this new museum from various 
locations in the district.

Figure 5. Subdivision plan for the south, Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers. (1875)
Stadsarchief Antwerp

19th Century Plan of South Antwerp
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Museum of Fine Arts – Central Figure of the Plan
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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23 Spatial Ensembles

Draining of Southern docks.

The South Docks were filled in 1968 and 1969 and became 
parking lots. A new building for the Court of Appeals was built 
on the former entrance to these docks. This and the demolition 
of the Hippodrome in 1973 sealed the fate of “the South” as a 
forgotten part of town with only a certain diminished charm.

Figure 12.  Draining south docks (1968)
Source: https://onspark.squarespace.com

Drying the Southern Docks in the 1960’s
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Development of New Park in the former dock
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New South under construction 
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New South

Park

VMHK - Future Museum

Fotomuseum
KMSKA - Royal Museum

 of Fine Arts

MHKA - Current Museum



26P5 Presentation 30.06.2023Bartosz Teodorczyk

New South

Park
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Nieuw Zuid Tower

Zuiderzicht
Residentie de Gerlache

Panamarenko Plein

Tower Zero

VMHK - Future Museum

KMSKA - Royal Museum
 of Fine Arts

MHKA - Current Museum
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Zuiderdokken before filling the docks, warehouses marked red
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Zuiderdokken - Industrial Harbor
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Belgian Refinery Warehouse
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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SAMGA Grain Silo
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Northern Docks
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Court House building now and under construction in the 1970’s
All-inclusive study assignment for the construction of a Flemish Museum of Contemporary Art, Analysis of the existing building
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Numerous technical issues inside
All-inclusive study assignment for the construction of a Flemish Museum of Contemporary Art, Analysis of the existing building
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14 01_eight contemporary art museums

First floor plan
1:500

Second floor plan
1:500

Ground Floor of the Court House and Gallery Floor in MASP
Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, 
Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Perspective View – Park
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Structural Model
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Timber Warehouse in Antwerp, 19th Century
www.felixarchief.antwerpen.be; access: 16.05.2023
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Primary Timber Structure – Glue-Laminated Columns and Beams
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GSEducationalVersion

bolts connecting CLT slab

and glulam column

steel profile

steel connector

bolts m20

concealed beam

hangers

glulam column

400x400mm

CLT slab

200mm

glulam beam 200x800mm

0 8 16 24 32 40 cm

Facade Detail - Section 1-1
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Construction Works
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GSEducationalVersion
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GSEducationalVersion

N
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GSEducationalVersion

N

0 10 20 30 40 50 m

NSite Plan
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Perspective View – Waalsekaai 
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Perspective View – Visserskaai
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Perspective View – IJzerenpoortkai
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GSEducationalVersion

Museum Logistics

Museum Cafe

Lobby

Lockers

Bicycle Parking

Educational Space

Seminar Rooms

Educational Space -
Library Workshops

Loading/Unloading Zone

Event Space/Auditorium

Bookstore/
Museum Shop
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LibraryReading
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Perspective View – Forum – Lobby and Ticket Desk
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Perspective View – Forum – Event Space
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Perspective View – Forum – Event Space



52P5 Presentation 30.06.2023Bartosz Teodorczyk

Perspective View – Forum – Cafe
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Perspective View – Forum – Temporary Exhibition
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Perspective View – Forum – Logistics
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GSEducationalVersion
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Antwerp 93
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Dorothy Iannone
1933 (US) - 2022

Untitled
2022
Mural, 179 x 343 cm
Materials: paint

Ilya & Emilia Kabakov
1933 (SU)

My Grandfather’s Shed
1998
Installation, 210 x 240 x 325 cm 
Materials: wood

Nikita Kadan
1982 (UA)

Будиночок велетнів [Small House of 
Giants]
2012
Installation, 250 x 250 x 435 cm 
Materials: found object, wood, metal, 
gypsum, paint

Yayoi Kusama
1929 (JP)

Kusama’s Self-Obliteration
1967
Video, 24 min 
Materials: colour, sound

5 Spatial Ensembles

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Antwerp 93Antwerp 93

Etel Adnan
1925 (LB) - 2021

Untitled (Album à dessin)
1990
Drawing, 24 x 31.2 x 3 cm
Materials: crayon, pencil, watercolour on 
paper

Marcel Broodthaers
1924 (BE) - 1976

Le Corbeau et le Renard
1967 - 1972
Installation, variable dimensions
Materials: projection screen; photographic 
canvas; typography on carboard; 16 mm 
film

Lili Dujourie
1941 (BE)

Hommage à ...
1972
Video, 00:21:18

Marlene Dumas
1953 (ZA)

Pin-up Series
1996
Drawing, 125 x 70 cm
Materials: watercolour, paper

3 Spatial Ensembles

Fragment of MHKA’s Collection
Research Book 05: Representing the Collection, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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24 01_eight contemporary art museums

Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris | South Elevation| 1:500

To Do List
- Stair cuts + notation
-Roof Detail
-Window Details
- Ground + 1st Floor Columns
-Doorways

Present Day Floor Plans

urban plan 1:1000urban plan 1:1000 Site Drawing with activities 1:600

To Do List
- Stair cuts + notation
-Roof Detail
-Window Details
- Ground + 1st Floor Columns
-Doorways

Present Day Floor Plans

urban plan 1:1000urban plan 1:1000 Site Drawing with activities 1:600

Cross section
1:1000

Elevation
1:1000

42 01_eight contemporary art museums

North elevation
1:500

Section a-a
1:500

Centre Pompidou and Kunsthaus Bregenz – Section Drawings, Model Photographs
Research Book 01: Eight Contemporary Art Museums, Interiors Buildings Cities Graduation Studio, 2022-2023
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Design Process
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GSEducationalVersion
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GSEducationalVersion
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Perspective View – Exhibition Hall
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P1 – Research – Clerestory Window in Exhibition Room

SECTION A-A | 1:50

A A

B
B

PLAN | 1:50
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Perspective View – Exhibition Room
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Perspective View – Exhibition Room
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Perspective View – Exhibition Room – Andy Warhol
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Perspective View – Exhibition Room – Changes
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Perspective View – Exhibition Room – Hana Miletic
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GSEducationalVersion
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GSEducationalVersion
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Perspective View – Collection Room – Dorothy Iannone 
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Perspective View – Collection Room – Cabinet Entrance
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Perspective View – Inside the Cabinet – Wilhelm Sasnal
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GSEducationalVersion
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Perspective View – Collectian Hall with Skylight
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GSEducationalVersion
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Perspective View – Roof Terrace
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GSEducationalVersion

V M H K

East Elevation

East Elevation
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GSEducationalVersion

North Elevation

North Elevation
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Small Cargo Ship
15 m

Zumthor Tower
80m

Port Cranes
35 to 50m

Warehouses
15 to 40m

Antwerp Cathedral
123m

VMHK
41m

Politietoren
76m
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97m
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Perspective View – Elevation
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Ventilation Scheme – Collection Floor
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Isometric Section – Heat Pump Scheme
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Panoramic View – West Bank
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External Depot – Possible Locations
https://art.katoennatie.com/locations/ ; access: 16.06.2023
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Perspective View – River Banks


