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- Top - Conceptual sketches
A= ||~ ¢ of the experience in the patios
e ——— e - Left and Below - Visualizations of the entrance patio

A museum of lush green patios

The concept of the building is o try
to incorporate an office into a lush green space
that would not only help in greatly improving the
quality of the working environment but also the
presence of the patios would ultimately work towards

the sustainability of the complex.

The theme is to make every user travel through
patios that are filled with water and greenery to
reach a certain function unit. It would be exemplary of
rejuvenating ecology at the building site and main-

taining a close relationship with nature.
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The space is designed to create an experience

similar to that of @ museum; sophistication and
simplicity are the norm.

At the SADD (Strategic Architectural Design

Development) studio we propose a sixth council for the

United Nations, naming it the Environmental Council.

Thessixth council will-have the power to accomplish the

sustainable goals of the United Nations.

The studio is—about recognizing the possibilities and

making the right choices in the period between the

first notions of design and the final work. The project

involves design at various scales ranging from a 1:5000

MasterPlan to a minute 1:5 window detail.
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Winter situation - Climate design

Primary heating/ ventilation
is fed into rooms from an AHU whose
load is reduced by the use of an
earth duct. The exhaust is let into the
atriums and the heat is recovered
by heat collectors on the glazed
roof. Under floor heating pipes are
used for secondary heating, further

reducing the energy loads.

Summer situation - Climate design

Primary cooling/ ventilation
is fed into rooms from an AHU. The
exhaust is let into the atriums and
the heat is let out into the atmos-
phere again. Secondary cooling
is through a climate ceiling which is
supplied cold water stored in the

aquifiers underground.

Water management and Daylighting

Rain  water is collected
from the extensive gable roof
and fed into the patios. The sail
acts as a cleansing biotope and
initially used in the mini ponds as
an caesthetic feature. The excess
water is stored underground and
later used for gardening, fire-
fighting, etc.

Daylight is wused to provide
natural lighting to the interiors.
Decks provide shade during summer,
while light shelves improve the light-

ing during winters.

Top - United Nations plot, Manhattan, New York

building from the United Nations park

surprise as one takes a stroll.

Background image - The environmental council, frontal image of the

tinuous waterfront, security issues around the site, etc. The park designed as a forecourt to the General
Assembly building. The concept for the park was to design a space that could adapt itself to the desires
of the visitors/ tourists who use it. A hard landscaped park with pockets of greenery and water features
was designed. Rising blocks of different heights created in an informal arrangement creates elements of

the green lantern

lighting the path forward

Problem Statement

To generate a masterplan that solves the existing problems around the
plot and provides a better quality environment.

Provide the city with an open space park in the plot, which the
New Yorkers and tourists could enjoy.

Design the UN Headquarters of Sustainability, or the UN Environmental
Council, in the existing United Nations plot in New York City.

Design Concepts

Building Design

1. The UN Park 3. Solids and Voids
Forming the facade of one whole side of the park, it The spaces in between the blocks

are linked

was important that the building’s massing had some through glass patios, introduced in contrast with

The master plan was designed as a group. It involved addressing issues like lack of greenery, a discon- sort of relation with the style of the park. the solid volumes.

2. Design continuity 4. The Environmental Council
Continuing along the concept of creating un- The glass patios are developed further with
dulating blocks, the building has volumes springing regard to functioning, structural design, climate
up from the ground at different points and at different concepts and spatial experiences. The programs
heights. The experience of unfolding spaces is also and functioning of the building is worked out and
continued into the building, making the boundary volumes turn into floor slabs and facades that

seamless. house various facilities.

While the exterior of the building is designed
in the form of solids (concrete surfaces)
and voids (glazed patios), the interiors are
treated predominently with wooden facades v
and sprawling greenery to create a natural

experience. The interior gardens balance tem-

perature extremes; the garden also provides

gorgeous views for relaxation and usable

space for employees in the form of green work-

ing spaces.

Apart from solving the energy concepts of the

building, constructions details were also refined

for choice of joinery, materials and resolving

structural and climatic design calculations.

Top Right- Conceptual sketches
of the experience in the patios
Right - Visualizations of the center court patio
Below - Visualization of the experience in the
center court patio

1st Floor

Ground Floor

+—— False ceiling with
= cooling pipes

with Foor heating
below

Top - Sectional detail perspective of

inner facade

Left - Inner facade detall

1st Basement

*Pergolas and water _ponds ‘orovide good relaxation spBis.
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