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ILLUSTRATION BY MANUEL HERRERA
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AS CUBA OPENS UP, 
IS IT DOOMED TO FOLLOW THE 

CAR-DEPENDENT 
ROAD TO DEVELOP 

LIKE OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES?
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HAVANA TRANSPORT

1753 - 2017
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VIEJA
1753
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VEDADO
1853
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

IN 1900-1930, THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF 
INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT, BASED 
AROUND A WELL-DEVELOPED NETWORK OF 
ELECTRIC TRAMS AND RAILWAYS.

IN THE EARLY 1950S, THESE NETWORKS 
WERE DISMANTLED (LIKE US) AS PRIVATE 
CAR OWNERSHIP INCREASED.

AFTER REVOLUTION, GORVENMENT 
PROMOTED BUS NETWORKS AND LIMIT 
PERSONAL USE OF CARS.

AFTER EMBARGO, CUBA IMPORT FROM 
CHINA A LARGE AMOUNT OF BIKES.

TRAM VEHICLE BUS BIKE
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MIRAMAR
1924
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MIRAMAR SITE VEDADO
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

60,000

IN 1900-1930, THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF 
INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT, BASED 
AROUND A WELL-DEVELOPED NETWORK OF 
ELECTRIC TRAMS AND RAILWAYS.

IN THE EARLY 1950S, THESE NETWORKS 
WERE DISMANTLED (LIKE US) AS PRIVATE 
CAR OWNERSHIP INCREASED.

AFTER REVOLUTION, GORVENMENT 
PROMOTED BUS NETWORKS AND LIMIT 
PERSONAL USE OF CARS.

AFTER EMBARGO, CUBA IMPORT FROM 
CHINA A LARGE AMOUNT OF BIKES.

TRAM VEHICLE BUS BIKE
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

REVOLUTION
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

REVOLUTION

IN 1900-1930, THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF 
INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT, BASED 
AROUND A WELL-DEVELOPED NETWORK OF 
ELECTRIC TRAMS AND RAILWAYS.

IN THE EARLY 1950S, THESE NETWORKS 
WERE DISMANTLED (LIKE US) AS PRIVATE 
CAR OWNERSHIP INCREASED.

AFTER REVOLUTION, GORVENMENT 
PROMOTED BUS NETWORKS AND LIMIT 
PERSONAL USE OF CARS.

AFTER EMBARGO, CUBA IMPORT FROM 
CHINA A LARGE AMOUNT OF BIKES.

TRAM VEHICLE BUS BIKE
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1960s
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

EMBARGO
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

IN 1900-1930, THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF 
INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT, BASED 
AROUND A WELL-DEVELOPED NETWORK OF 
ELECTRIC TRAMS AND RAILWAYS.

IN THE EARLY 1950S, THESE NETWORKS 
WERE DISMANTLED (LIKE US) AS PRIVATE 
CAR OWNERSHIP INCREASED.

AFTER REVOLUTION, GORVENMENT 
PROMOTED BUS NETWORKS AND LIMIT 
PERSONAL USE OF CARS.

AFTER EMBARGO, CUBA IMPORT FROM 
CHINA A LARGE AMOUNT OF BIKES.

TRAM VEHICLE BUS BIKE

EMBARGO
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50KM
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

WALKING CYCLING VEHICLE SHARING BUS

EMBARGO

HAVANA WAYS OF TRANSPORT TODAY
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SO WHAT'S NEXT?
HOW SHOULD HAVANA TRANSPORT IN FUTURE?
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FIG. 2. 
PASSENGER KILOMETRES BY PRIVATE CAR AND LIGHT TRUCKS 1990–2009.
(INDEX 1990 = 100) SOURCE: [15], FIG. 1.
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THREE STAGES IN GLOBAL URBAN MOBILITY POLICIES.

"VEHICLE" "PERSONAL MOVEMENT" "CITY LIFE"
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Cuba shortcut

"VEHICLE" "PERSONAL MOVEMENT" "CITY LIFE"
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"GIVE PRIORITY TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT.
ENCOURAGE CYCLING.
ENABLE AN INCREASE IN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
OF PASSENGERS IN CURRENT CONDITIONS AND LAY 
FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT"

2016.9

CONESA GONZALEZ
THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TRANSPORT HAVANA

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

2016
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VIEJA
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VEDADOVIEJA
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VEDADO BARCELONA

2.1KM 2.1KM
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Highly regular organization. Originally planned 
to be 50-50 built-unbuilt but many courtyards 
have been infilled

Regular grid, low regularity within each block. 
Open spaces both close to the street and as 
back courtyards. Green buffer around most 
blocks plus extra open space in front of many

5m 10m 5m 5m 5m16m

113m 100m

Highly regular organization. Originally planned 
to be 50-50 built-unbuilt but many courtyards 
have been infilled

Regular grid, low regularity within each block. 
Open spaces both close to the street and as 
back courtyards. Green buffer around most 
blocks plus extra open space in front of many

5m 10m 5m 5m 5m16m

113m 100m

VEDADO BARCELONA
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BARCELONA PEDESTRAIN STREET
TRANSPORT IN A TRULY “LIVEABLE CITY” HAD TO FACTOR IN SOCIAL INCLUSION, 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. SMALLER INTERVENTIONS 

SUCH AS PEDESTRIANISED STREETS OR CYCLE LANES TRIGGERED POSITIVE CHAIN 
REACTIONS.
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UNWALKABLE STREET
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OUT DOOR GAMES

MARKET

EVENT

UNWALKABLE STREET
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CAN'T AFFORD NEW CARS

STREET LIFE
CYCLING

OIL PROBLEM

LOW VEHICLE OWNERSHIP

PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEMGREEN CITY

VEHICLE SHARING

WALKING

HAVANA
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MIRAMAR

VEDADO
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ONLY ONE SMALL PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTION OF THE WHOLE AREA

OCEAN
MALECON

LINEA

MIRAMAR

VEDADO
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15M

TUNNELS FOR CARS

1.2M

BRIDGE FOR PEDESTRIAN
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PARQUE VUELA LAM

MIRAMAR

VEDADO

MALECON
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AL
M
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ALMENDARES PARK

MALECON

MIRAMAR

VEDADO
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THE 8TH HAVANA INTERNATIONAL CHARRETTE ON URBAN DESIGN
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NEW SQUARE 2016.10

FABRICA  2014
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FISHERMAN WAREHOUSES
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TWO FISHING POINTS IN HAVANA

MIRAMAR

VEDADO

COJIMAR

ALAMAR

1.ALMENDARES RIVER
FISHING POINT

2.COJIMAR RIVER
FISHING POINT
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FROM FISHING AREA

MALECON

VEDADO

MIRAMAR

ALM
EN

D
ARES RIVER
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FROM RESIDENTIAL AREA

MALECON

FROM FISHING AREA
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VEDADO

MALECON

ALMENDARES RIVER

MIRAMAR



56/114

URBAN STRATEGYURBAN STRATEGY

MIRAMAR AND VEDADO ARE 
EVEN DISTRICTS
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URBAN STRATEGY

MIRAMAR AND VEDADO ARE 
EVEN DISTRICTS

PEDESTRISAN FLOWS GATHER 
AT CONNECTION POINT 
OF TWO DISTRICTS
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MIRAMAR AND VEDADO ARE 
EVEN DISTRICTS

STRENGTHEN THIS POINT 
AND BRING BACK POSITIVE 
INFLUENCES TO URBAN AREA

URBAN STRATEGY

PEDESTRISAN FLOWS GATHER 
AT CONNECTION POINT 
OF TWO DISTRICTS
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ALONG THE RIVER DURING THE QINGMING FESTIVAL, ZHNAGZEDUAN, 1101

PROGRAM
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CHARLES BRIDGE, PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC  1357

MILLAU VIADUCT, MILLAU, FRANCE 2004

 D.C.'S 11TH STREET BRIDGE PARK, OMA 2014

AKASHI KAIKYT BRIDGE, JAPAN 1998

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE 1937

TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON 1894

RIALTO BRIDGE, VENICE 1524

10M

20M

32M

25-60M

35M

27M

20M

1.BRIDGE

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 1800

WHO 2000
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 D.C.'S 11TH STREET BRIDGE PARK, OMA, 2014
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2. WATER
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25%
PAVILIONS
SERVICE
STORAGE

75%
PUBLIC 
SPACE
POOL
BATH
PIER

JDS, URBAN AGENCY, CREO ARKITEKTER A/S
FAABORG, DENMARK
2100.0 SQM
2014

FAABORG HARBOR BATH
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FLOATING MARKET
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STORAGE RIVERROAD

LOADING-
UNLOADING

AREA

TEMPORARY 
STORAGE

SHOPS

BOAT
DOCKING

CARGO CARGO

VISITOR VISITOR

NORMAL MARKET
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FISH MARKET 1250M2

1200M2

4150M2

1700M2

MARKET 500

OTHERS 100

FOOD STREET 500

EXHIBITION 200

POOLS 450

LANDCAPE 300

CHANGING&SCREEN350

INFORMAL MARKET 150

STAGE AND BAR 250

BOAT DOCK150

BRIDGE 1200

30%

30%

40%PUBLIC SPACE

PEDESTRIAN
BRIDGE

PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION
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ALMENDARES RIVER

 CALLE 11
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M
ARKET

LEISURE

RIVER
LANDSCAPE

LEISURE

SLOWPUBLIC SPACE

ROAD
TRANSPORT
COMMUTE
FAST
BRIDGE
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

OCEAN

VEDADOMIRAMAR

MARKET
RESAURANT

LEISURE

FLOAT!
SUSTAINABLE
EASY STRUCTURE
FLOODING
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE
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BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK
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POOL

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE
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BOAT DOCK
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

BARGES ON WATER
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

LEISURE

MARKET
BOAT DOCK

BOAT DOCK

POOL

POOL

CONNECTIONS
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TRANSPORT ROUTES

LEISURE ROUTES

BOAT ROUTES

MIRAMAR VEDADO
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SITE PLAN 1-500
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SECTION 1-200

ELEVATION 1-200
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SECTION 1-100

ELEVATION 1-100
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ELEVATION 1-100

LA
N

D
S

C
A

P
E

E
X

H
IB

IT
IO

N

IFO
R

M
A

L M
A

R
K

E
T



84/114
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FISH MARKET
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M A R K E T
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L E I S U R E D I N N E R P E R F O R M A N C E

S T A G E
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C H A N G I N G  R O O M  &  S C R E E N

S C R E E N

S T A I R S

C H A N G I N G  R O O M
M A L E / F E M A L E
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L A N D S C A P E
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I N F O R M A L  M A R K E T
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9 0 % 9 % 1 %

E V E N T SN O R M A L C E L E B R A T I O N
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FOUNDATION ROOF WATER TANK ENVELOPE
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FACADE 1-20VERTICAL SECTION 1-20

HORIZONTAL SECTION 1-20 HORIZONTAL SECTION 1-20
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B
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FACADE 1-20VERTICAL SECTION 1-20

HORIZONTAL SECTION 1-20 HORIZONTAL SECTION 1-20

CONNECTION DETAIL 1-5 CONNECTION DETAIL 1-5 CONNECTION DETAIL 1-5
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JUNE 0600

JUNE 1400

JUNE 1000

JUNE 1800
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1 0 3/41/2

7m 4m 6m 1m

7m 11m

18m

8m 2m 8m
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INFORMAL MARKET

EXHIBITION

LANDSCAPE

SCREEN

BAR& CAFE

RESTAURANT

MARKET

TUNNEL ONE TUNNEL TWO BRIDGE

MIRAMAR AND VEDADO ARE  EVEN 
DISTRICTS

PEDESTRIAN FLOWS GATHER AT CONNEC-
TION POINT OF TWO DISTRICTS

STRENGTHEN THIS POINT AND BRING 
BACK POSITIVE INFLUENCES TO URBAN 
AREA.

TUNNEL ONE TUNNEL TWO BRIDGE
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