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Tutors: Lidy Meijers, Frank Koopman & Marie-Therese van Thoor
Modern Mall Graduation Studio 20-06-2023
Eva Maarleveld 4584686

Original drawing for Bijlmer structure: courtyards with pavilions. (Bijlmergeschiedenis.nl)

ADAPTING THE MODERN MALL TO CONTEMPORARY NEEDS: 

A CIRCULAR COMMUNITY PAVILION
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BIJLMER, AMSTERDAM

Brochure from the Amsterdam housing association in which the Bijlmer was presented as the new 
residential paradise (1968)
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BIJLMER, AMSTERDAM
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BIJLMER DESIGN

1. Highrise towers
2. Highrise living building
3. Parking garages
4. Communal centres
5. Schools
6. Lowrise areas
7. Railways
8. Elevated roads
9. Communal green

Model of the Bijlmer, 1966 (Archive of Amsterdam)
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BIJLMER DESIGN

Communal green spaces in the Bijlmer (Archive of Amsterdam) Communal green spaces in the Bijlmer (Archive of Amsterdam)
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Bijlmer from the air (Archive of Amsterdam) Amsterdamse Poort (Archive of Amsterdam, 1986)

SHOPPING

LIVING

LIVING

SHOPPING

LIVING

REACTION OR RELATION?
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AMSTERDAMSE POORT

Amsterdamse Poort, 1986 (Archive of Amsterdam)

1986
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AMSTERDAMSE POORT TODAY

Amsterdamse Poort, 1986 (Archive of Amsterdam) Amsterdamse Poort, 2023 (E. Maarleveld)

1986 2022
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Vacant store in shopping mall (nu.nl, 2019)

GENERAL PROBLEM STATEMENT

VACANCY
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Shopping mall Leidsenhage, 1972 (Archive of The Hague) Westfield Mall of the Netherlands (Entree Magazine, 2021)

GENERAL PROBLEM STATEMENT

MISMATCH IN PROGRAM
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How can a Dutch postwar shopping mall be adapted to the users and their 
contemporary needs without losing its historical value?

Which are the historical, social and 
economical values of a shopping mall?

What are the contemporary needs of users 
and how do they differ from the past?

Which redesign strategies can fulfill the 
contemporary needs?

Which are the 
social-economical 

values?

Which are the 
historical values?

What are the potential 
redesign strategies?

What were the prior 
needs of users?

What are the 
contemporary needs 

of users?

Historical researchArchival research

Interviews

Fieldwork Social media
analysis

ObservingPhotographingArchive
(images)

Literature

Literature review

Main question

Sub questions

Secondary
sub questions

Research 
methods

Results

End product

Historical valuesValues of users Attributes Strategies

Value chart Attribute chart Design actions

What HowWhy

Archive
(images)

News 
papers

Value-based (re)design proposal

Test and compare 
founded strategies

RESEARCH QUESTION
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ARENA BOULEVARD

LIVING

LIVING

NELSON MANDELA PARK

STATION

OFFICES
OFFICES

AMSTERDAMSE POORT TODAY
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High education

Secundary education

Low education

Native Dutch

Western background

Non-western background

65+

45-65

25-45

15-25

0-15

Education level Cultural background

Age Income

High income (> 57,0)

Middle income (42,4 - 57,0)

Low income (30,8 - 42,4)

Lowest incomes (<30,8)

Wonen in Zuidoost – rapportage t.b.v. Masterplan 
Zuidoost (Gemeente Amsterdam, november 2020)

High education

Secundary education

Low education

Native Dutch

Western background

Non-western background

65+

45-65

25-45

15-25

0-15

Education level Cultural background

Age Income

High income (> 57,0)

Middle income (42,4 - 57,0)

Low income (30,8 - 42,4)

Lowest incomes (<30,8)

Wonen in Zuidoost – rapportage t.b.v. Masterplan 
Zuidoost (Gemeente Amsterdam, november 2020)

WHO LIVES AT BIJLMERPLEIN?

Wonen in Zuidoost – rapportage t.b.v. Masterplan Zuidoost (Gemeente Amsterdam, november 2020)
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Original program (1986) Current program (2023)

Shops

Restaurants/cafe

Communal function

Vacant

CHANGE IN PROGRAM
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HOEKENRODE: FOYER
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BIG BIJLMER SQUARE: SECOND ENTRY
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SMALL BIJLMER SQUARE: TERRASSES
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ANTON DE KOMPLEIN: MARKET
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USER VALUES



21

ECOLOGICAL

SOCIAL

ECONOMIC

AESTHETICAL

HISTORICAL

POLITICAL

ASSET AREA LANDSCAPE
BUILT 
ELEMENT

BUILDING URBAN 
ELEMENT

NATURAL 
ELEMENT

ENSEMBLE CONTEXT AREA LANDSCAPE LAYERING

CANOPIES

UNITY IN 
FACADE

SANDCASTLE

PUBLIC ART

PUBLIC 
SQUARES

BIJLMER  
FAILED 
UTOPIA

PAVEMENTPRESENCE OF 
GREEN 

HOUSING 
SHORT

LOW VALUE

AVERAGE VALUE

HIGH VALUE

CLUSTERS HEIGHT 
DIFFERENCES

OBSOLETE SEPERATED 
TRAFFIC

TRANSFOR-
MATIONS OF 
THE BIJLMER

MODERN 
FUNCTIONAL 
CITY

HIGH RISE

TANGIBLE ATTRIBUTES

Pereira Roders (2007), Veldpaus (2015)
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ECOLOGICAL

SOCIAL

ECONOMIC

AESTHETICAL

HISTORICAL

POLITICAL

RELATION SOCIETAL PROCESS
CHARACTER RELATION CONCEPT USE KNOWLEDGE ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY PLANNED UNPLANNED

DAY -
NIGHT

ACCESIBILITY

ENCLOSED 
ENCLAVE

CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY

INTERNA-
TIONAL
COMMUNITY

RELATION TO
BIJLMER

SAFETY COMMUNAL 
FACILITIES 

LOW VALUE

AVERAGE VALUE

HIGH VALUE

FUNCTIONS 
OF SQUARES

DIVERSE 
FUNCTIONS

RETAIL VS.
LIVING

AUP 
AMSTERDAM

CULTURAL 
HOLIDAYS

INTANGIBLE ATTRIBUTES

Pereira Roders (2007), Veldpaus (2015)
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Lack of greenery 

Lack of social functions
Lack of safety

Cultural diversity

Bijlmer utopia

Postwar typology

SOCIAL

HISTORICAL

ECOLOGICAL

CONCLUSION
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Municipaliity of Amsterdam, 2020

Parool, April 2023

FOOD AID IN AMSTERDAM

Share of minimum households by district, compared to the Amsterdam average
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ACCESIBILITY SAFETYCOMMUNITYTYPOLOGY SUSTAINABILITY

STARTING POINTS
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New housing Retail facade (canopies)

Play/sports zone

Residential decks

Public entrances

Green zones

N

MASTERPLAN
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1. TAKE THE LEADING ROLE 2. CONNECT THE ENSEMBLE 3. (RE)CREATE LIGHT, AIR & 
SPACE

PROPOSAL CLUSTER 8

Original drawing for Bijlmer structure: courtyards with pavilions. (Bijlmergeschiedenis.nl)
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8 m 8 m

3,9 m

60 m

15 m

43,2 m

8 m

Retail

Retail

Retail Retail

Living

Living

Living

Living

Living

Living

Living

Living

Cluster 8, 1986 (Archive of Amsterdam) Cluster 8, 2023 (E. Maarleveld)

CLUSTER 8 
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50 m

45 m

150 m

160 m

50 m

CLUSTER 8

DELFT MARKET SQUARE

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE

SCALE
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5,4 m

Ground floor - now

5,4 m

Ground floor - original

5,4 m

First floor - now

5,4 m

First floor - original

5,4 m

7,6 m

GENERIC GRID

Ground floor - original First floor - now

First floor - original First floor - now
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Steel beams IPA 300/400

Glass roof

Insitu concrete first floor

Concrete columns 40x40 with caps

Prefab ground floor

Concrete foundation beams

Concrete foundation pillars

MAIN STRUCTURE
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1. 	 Original structure

2. 	 Remove centre for space

3. 	 Keep corners as it is &  keep diagonal structure

4. 	 Expand glass roof, create greenhouse & add greenery

INTERVENTIONS
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Steel beams IPA 300/400

Glass roof

Insitu concrete first floor

Concrete columns 40x40 with caps

Prefab ground floor

Concrete foundation beams

Concrete foundation pillars

STRUCTURE INTERVENTIONS
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Remove

Add

STEEL INTERVENTION
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PUBLIC SPACE

N
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GREEN SQUARE
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Water square

PUBLIC SPACE
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Green square

PUBLIC SPACE
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PUBLIC SPACE

Shopping street
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FUN & EDUCATE

HipHop Academy

Arts & crafts space

Art gallery

Flexible study spaces Multifunctional entry hall

Children daycare

FOOD

Kitchen for workshops

Reverse supermarket

Greenhouse

Cafe/restaurant

PROGRAM
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353.50 m²
OSCAM Art Gallery

61.49 m²
Shop 1

61.46 m²
Shop 2

60.80 m²
Shop 3

81.08 m²
Shop 4

73.52 m²
Shop 5

132.97 m²
Daycare

283.11 m²
Entry Hall

26.87 m²

67.13 m²
Shop 6

59.71 m²
Shop 7

45.45 m²
Shop 8

70.33 m²
Shop 9

101.78 m²
Shop 10

211.56 m²
Reversed supermarket

91.61 m²
Kitchen restaurant

570.23 m²
Restaurant/ Cafe 26.90 m²

Wardrobe + toilets

777.51 m²
Greenhouse

35.97 m²
Icecream/ sandwich

26.89 m²
Techincal

26.91 m²
Techincal

Wardrobe + toilets

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

N
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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454.51 m²
Arts & Crafts

218.65 m²
HipHop Academy

47.15 m²
Concierge

40.90 m²
Dressing room

40.90 m²
Dressing room

84.98 m²
Classroom

141.08 m²
Greenhouse facilities

58.81 m²
Study/work 44.43 m²

Study/work
44.29 m²

Study/work
47.89 m²

Study/work

196.17 m²
Elderly centre

111.39 m²
Study/work

182.18 m²
Participation kitchen

26.89 m²
Technical

27.18 m²
Technical

26.91 m²
Storage kitchen

26.45 m²
Wardrobe & toilets

N
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SECTIONS

AA’ - DAY
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SECTIONS

AA’ - NIGHT
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SECTIONS

BB’
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NEW FACADE

EXISTING FACADE

FACADE



47

NEW FACADE

FACADE
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HORIZONTAL SECTION

PRETTY PLASTIC TILES

People’s pavilion Dutch Design Week (Pretty Plastic, 2017)

FACADE FRAGMENT
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Ground level  0

First floor  4260

Ceiling  8030

Roof  8620

existing glass construction

concrete tray for 
rolling grille

front column plating

facade panel with
fixing profile

crawl space

wind bandage
(diameter = 12mm)

steel structure

SAB profile
type: 70R/800 

plywood 8mm 
spout (spuwer)

to put aluminium cover 
in color stove enamalled 

translucent plate on both 
sides of existing steel frame

vent

recess for fastening 
the steel frame

steel structure horizontal
link to concrete floor

SCALE 1:50
FACADE SECTION

SCALE 1:50
FACADE SECTION

Ground level 0

First floor  4260

Steel beam top  8030

1.

2.

3.

4.

CURRENT FACADE NEW FACADE

FACADE INTERVENTION
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SCALE 1:5

Rooftrim loose 
from tiles for 
ventilation cavity

1.  ROOF CONNECTION ROOF STRUCTURE (Rc 4,00)
Vegetation 
Substrate

Root cloth
Drainage

Protection layer
Roof material

Insulation 150 mm
Vapor barrier

Steel profile (SAB 70R/800) 100 mm
Steel beam

WALL STRUCTURE (Rc= 4,7)
Pretty Plastic tile 78 mm
Timber slat structure 2 x 24 mm
Water-retainingfoil
Multiplex 12 mm
Insulation in timber frame 180 mm
Vapor barrier
Gypsum board 12,5 mm 

Ground level 0

First floor  4260

Steel beam top  8030

1.

2.

3.

4.

SCALE 1:50
FACADE SECTION

FACADE SECTION

ROOF CONNECTIONFACADE
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RESTAURANT

Atrium
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CURRENT CONSTRUCTION

GREENHOUSE



53

GREENHOUSE

EXTENSION
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GREENHOUSE

DISASSEMBLE
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GREENHOUSE

Ground level 0

Steel beam top  8030

Greenhouse top 11050

FACADE SECTION
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GREENHOUSE

Entrance greenhouse
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CLIMATE CONCEPT

PV panels on roof ± 1500 m² 

PV cells on glasshouse roof ± 500 m²
(also as sun protection)

Flexible water storage in crawl space 

Water square

Flexible water storage in crawl space 

New insulation in facade 

Ground source 
energy system

Use electricity for air treatment units and heatpump 

H
P

WINTER
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PV panels on roof ± 1500 m² 

PV cells on glasshouse roof ± 500 m²
(also as sun protection)

Flexible water storage in crawl space 

Water square

Flexible water storage in crawl space 

New insulation in facade 

Ground source 
energy system

Use electricity for air treatment units and heatpump 

H
P

CLIMATE CONCEPT

SUMMER
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QUESTIONS?


