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energy crises, housing crisis, global inequality, mod-
ern slavery,  patriarchy, colonialism, cultural erasure, 
migration crises, refugee displacement, environmen-
tal racism, extractivism, land dispossession, border 
militarization, technocracy, data exploitation, algo-
rithmic bias, misinformation and disinformation, rise 
of authoritarianism, World War tree, anarcho capi-
talism,  surveillance capitalism, political polarization, 
suppression of minorities, neoliberalisation, dehu-
manization, mental health crisis, precarity, pandemics, 
climate change, biodiversity loss, mass extinction, re-
source depletion, water scarcity, food insecurity, etc.

MANY PROBLEMS...
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MODERNITY

•	REAL
•	SCIENCE
•	INDIVIDUAL
•	ECONOMY

*We: majorly westerns



REAL
We frame our reality according to dualist ontologies.

•	Nature vs Culture
•	Body vs Mind
•	Us vs Them



Neglecting relationality



SCIENCE
Confirms the belief in the real through the idea of 
One World with One truth.



Suppressing other ways of knowing



INDIVIDUAL
We are all solitary bodies that have to cary and create our 
own essence.



Setting aside community



ECONOMY
We can’t imagine a world without capitalism.



Alienation through materialization



MODERNITY = REALITY



COUNTERING POLYCRISIS
= 

COUNTERING MODERNITY



MODERNITY = REALITY?



REALITY 
=

 PRODUCTION OF SPACE



PRODUCTION OF SPACE

•	PRECEIVED
•	LIVED
•	CONCEIVED



PRECEIVED



LIVED



CONCEIVED



SPATIAL DESIGNER 
HAS A LARGE ROLE 



COUNTERING POLYCRISIS
= 

COUNTERING MODERNITY

= 
DECONSTRUCTING 

MODERNISTIC ROOTS 
OF 

SPATIAL DESIGN



HOW?



BY EXPLORING OTHER WAYS OF 
LEARNING AND OTHER WAYS OF 

PRACTICING



EMBODYING 
PREFIGURATIVE PRACTICES 

IN 
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITIES



EMBODIMENT

“Knowledge obtained through 
the physically body”



PREFIGURATION

“Practices that aim towards an 
intentional future.”



INTENTIONAL COMMUNITIES

“Consist of a high desity of 
prefigurative practices”



How can the embodiment of 
prefigurative practices inform 
spatial design?
How can the embodiment of pre-
figurative practices deconstruct the 
modernistic roots of spatial design?

How can the embodiment of pre-
figurative practices be visualised in 
spatial design?
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What to design for?

How to design?
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EMBODIMENT



 IMMERSING IN
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITIES



THREE COMMUNITIES

•	COMPOST TOILETS
•	RENOVATING RUINS
•	STRAWBERRY FIELDS































CONCLUSION EMBODIMENT

•	SHAPE SPACE THROUGH ACTION
•	CHANGED ATTITUDE
•	ROOT INTENTIONS

1.	 Use over Property
2.	 Sharing is Caring
3.	 Reduction through Self-Production
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EXPLORATION



RECONTEXTUALIZE
ROTTERDAM NORTH, HILLEGERSBERG ZUID

Rotterdam 
North 
Station

Supermarket

Shared house

Empty plots
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EMPTY PLOT

SHARED HOUSE

SUPERMARKET



ABSTRACTION

SHARED HOUSE



WHAT IF WE 
WOULD DESIGN 

FOR “SHARING IS 
CARING’’?





SHARED BEDROOMS

LOCAL CARE

SHOWER LINES

GARDEN OF EMOTIONS





ABSTRACTION?



ACTION
•	SHAPE SPACE THROUGH ACTION
•	CHANGED ATTITUDE
•	ROOT INTENTIONS

1.	 Use over Property
2.	 Sharing is Caring
3.	 Reduction through Self-Production



ACTION

Adding to the establishment of 
alternative design practice





ALICIA, BARBARA, CHARLOTTE, EVA, JONNE, JULIA, MARIE

COLLECTIVE



THE HOUSE (LAB)



THE SITE



Collaborations with others 
(makers or neighborhood 
groups)

As we are all 
good friends, 
friendship will 
always be the 
primary focus

Good to go out 
of our comfort 
zones and to 
challenge our-
selves

Equality, we are all 
as valuableWe are experimenting 

so let’s keep it fun, let’s 
not take ourselves to 
serious

Some people might 
be able to invest more 
time than others so 
let’s appreciate each 
others efforts

As we are all busy woman, to make 
this work, we need to be committed

ALTERNATIVE PRACTICE







CONCLUSION EXPLORATION

•	DESIGN TO DECONSTRUCT
•	DESIGN ACTION
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How can the embodiment of pre-
figurative practices deconstruct the 
modernistic roots of spatial design?

How can the embodiment of pre-
figurative practices be visualised in 
spatial design?

What to design for?

How to design?

How can the embodiment of 
prefigurative practices inform 
spatial design?



What to design for?

How to design?
Design for prefiguration
Mediating action 
and abstraction



RELEVANCE

ADDS TO A GROWING EXPERIMENTAL DISCOURSE

IT ESTABLISHES AN ONGOING PROCESS OF PREFIGURATIVE ACTION IN ROTTERDAM 
NORTH

SHOULD WE TAKE FRAMEWORKS FOR GRANTED? 1.

2.

3.
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WILL YOU HELP 
CONSTRUCTING 

?



JOIN THE VOLUNTEER CHAT!



 QUESTIONS?



BRIDGING ACTION & ABSTRACTION






