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Brothel interiors, De Wallen Memorial for Eunice

Eunice was a sex worker that got murderedin her working space in Brussels
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Demonstration for sex workers’ Rights
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A space for sex work
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I. CARTOGRAPHY OF SPACES FOR SEX WORK

/o Critical
Carto graphy

Carto graphy

of sex work

Genealogical research
-Literature
-Prostitute Imaginery
-Medical discourses

-Spaces

“A cartography is a theoretically based and politically informed reading of the pres-
ent. A cartographic approach fulfills the function of providing both analytic and ex-
egetical tools for crtical thought and also creative theoretical alternatives.”

-Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic subjects
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Decriminalisation: A legal model that decriminalises the sex worker, the client and third parties (such as other co-workers) and
regulates the sex industry through labour law. Belgium is the tirst European country to implement this system. Contrary to Regula-
tionism (the current system in Germany and the Netherlands), decriminalisation ofters more rights and protection to workers.

The sex workers’ emancipatipatory potential

9th Network: Emanicpatory spaces for Decriminalisation

A space for sex work Research I



II. UMWELT MAPPING

Mapping—with //
Her Umwelt “

Topological study
Mapping-with as method
-Site visits
-Interviews
-Reflected in notebook

“Discourses have material consequences that require ethical responses.”

-Karen Barad and Stacy Alaimo, Material feminism
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Materialisation of control
Window and Hotel room

A space for sex work



I1I. FIGURATIVE NETWORKS

Figuration < Braidotti

\

Figurative

Networks

Ethnographic study
of rituals
-Observation
-Interviews

-Literature research

“A figuration is a living map, a transformative account of the self (...). Figurations
differ from classical metaphors in precisely their commitment to account the mate-

rial conditions that sustain these ditterent subject positions.”

-Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic subjects
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STHERE  ARE CERTAIWN  CUDES THMAT SHOw IWE CTHE WINDOW AUOWS ME 1o HAVE CQURUL

Carmen
is a worker in a red-ight district

She works in the Unwelt of the Window

CWE ALWANS WAVE TO BUOK THE ROONS
N ADVANKE .,

- AT DEPENDS On THE RBDUTAL AGENLY,
BUT LSLAUY WGy WAVE To DAN U FROMT®

TUUOSUALLY LOK LIKE VM GOWG TO THE
GYH WHILE I'N QN BY WAY T TH wiwoows'

TN ALWAYS  GET READY QuuICkLy THERE VWE TA  ABQJT EVERNTHING (8 T ue ... WE FEEL THIAT WE'RE N COOTROL,
WINDOS .. AND VTS REASTIRWL TO SEE THE
WORD  PASSING DY FRoM TH ERE |,

SVER WS CONES IS ASD o Quitic TMAT
THE ARE NGT DRUNU GR so

OF  MOLEY FOR A wvxv MOLE,
CL\R\ ‘& A WORWER OFFERS  RDIM

QR OTHER ‘SPLIAL' SERVIES

TS A OoT

(F You Aok ME”

NO TINE TU osEl” AND TOGE THER"

=
2D

SR A NESS , ALWDAYS  ROSHING WITH STHE AOTELS AN BE  veERw ANNORING.

Kristina

is an escorl for female and male clients
She works in the Unwelt of the Holel room

SVOALWAD RAVE A SO0 'WRASE XDV

TTHE SoTONE WS EVERYTHING
THE BIMINGS ARE  (SUALLY ON | MIGHT NEED

SHORT NOTI(CE ~

VMY LUCK. THE BRGNG ASDARS

“DEPENDING QU THE AGENCR, \ W/HEREAS AT THE (eSBIAN QNE
HWAVE To WEAR D\FFERDST CLGTHES | AN WEAR A BIT NORE.. WL,
TWE WETEROSEAVAL OVE  AwaAwS CIWE MYSELF”

EXDECTS EXPENDIVE CINGERIE. ..

THE RIKE AND THEN \ ARR) VE TUEY DWRECLY WNOW ¢/ WAT \DO. ..

SUPER SWEATY"

SSROWER (S THE NAST \NRIRTAMT
TRIMNO FQR ME . ODVIQBILY  FOR
Hyoienic REASONS, TRV \T ALSO
CALMS MY NERVES”

.. 90 \HMAVE TO RuW WQME TO

COME N WHEN V'R QUT .. GET ALL DETALS AWD PREPARE

BE GUG! S

Yoo wexw WEEK

SO yiiow ONE
&\ T GOING TO

Paula TITHINK THAT TUE HARDEST PART S| USLALLY W EAR A WIG. WELDS " UERE WE CO" UALWA NS MAME (T BaNFUL BOMETINES T Do A CM Svow S\ ALwars END THE Show .-l DO OVE MR WOME OFFKE”
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) . | ARWANS  WAVE 1O Tuiwg QF NGOD. TRPE QF CLOTMEY T FOUR A DPREFERENCE ON TOYS . CASE. CANMING 1S NuCH WQRE.. " WALE T OAV.. .
is a cam show arfist. NEW Ohows TO SRY INNGATIVE ZpenDS O THE  swaw's THENE® - SIES: THEN. K SAceS
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She works in the Umwelt of the Lam
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10 Do TWS JOB TUT \THIWK 1T (ERTAINLY HELRS.”

SAND  NES, WE DO HAVE SEX

_ o _ c € = _
L AS WEL A WITH THE GOTHER XRFORMERS, .07 CREATES A SENSE OF commow CThe SWOWS ARE LETS SAY, QUITE  HErEROSExLAL CTHE BRUC S GEWERALY Ok, BUT DEPEWDS O ThE
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Lric and Joelle

are erolic performers in sex shows,
They work in the Umwelt of the Theatre

PERSONALLY, | CQUE NAVING A
EA\XKED SCHEDWE AND 1\ eomME_ Al

WEL AS A TEAM

“WE HAVE MEETINGS EVERY
MONTH TGO SCHEDULE THE aHwdS
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ge L THAT TRINGS ARE CABNGING Slawey . )
- OR 403 STAGE "

U SUNCE WE ALWAYS  ACT TO GETHER S, THINK
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PUISICALLY AND MEVWTALY _ErFope A

SwHow |

| WOWD SAY THAT THE DRESSING RQEONS ARE
TWE MNOST IMPORTANT SPACE FOR WS

Figurative networks
Traces qf an ethnographic Study

Research II1
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Larmen
Is @ worker in a red-light district

She works in the Umwelt of the Window

Window workers

Carmen - Traces gF an ethnographic Study

Research II1
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Forced spatial and legal 1solation

Carmen - Traces of an ethnographic Study

Research II1
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Collective emancipation
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Location: Brussels, Belgium - 2023

Collective emancipation
Program for design

A space for sex work Research Conclusion
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IV. A SPACE FOR SEX WORK

Rethinking brothels in the framework of decriminalisation



A space for sex work

HOTEL DE LA BAGARRE EROTIQUE

Designed for

Escorts

Sex work

Window workers

Ofﬁces | burocratic work

advertisement

contact w/ clients
managing bookings
psychological and medical

support
short meetings
Sex rooms e
longer meetings
(2h to 6h)
Public Bathhouse

Spaces for ' Bar
destigmatisation

The graphic novel ‘Bagarre erotique, by Klou Bagarre, was published right before the
approval of decriminalisation of sex work in Belgium. It tells from a sex woker per-
spective, the practice as a space for feminist and queer struggle.

Collective emancipation

Program for desi gn

Design Introduction



1950

oS- Plgphouses for sl spectack - esacraled Spaces for: propaganda - Cantrolled

1900

1850

1750

1100

e e e A

Cartography of feminist references Relational studies of transitions Design as performance

Designing from the female gaze

A space for sex work Methodology for design Design Introduction
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Site model

Contextua]izing the design

A space for sex work Design Introduction



LUCA University of the Arts Dwelling Small shops, Offices

Site model

Contextua]izing the design
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HOTEL DE LA BAGARRE EROTIOUE

[. EMANCIPATORY SPATIAL SEQUENCE

[I. GARDENS OF QUEER PLEASURES

[II. INTERIORS FOR EXO-DOMESTIC SEXUALITY

Levels of design

Contextuah’zing the design

A space for sex work Design Introduction



V. EMANCIPATORY SPATIAL SEQUENCE

Synergical arrangement of spaces



“Caring for each other is political work”
-Molly Smith and Juno Mac, Revolting Prostitues

A space for sex work
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Feminist references

Design I
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Floorplan ‘Interior world’

Design I
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Ulfices Tower Bar / Bathhouse Bathhouse / Escort spaces

Sections ‘Interior world’

Emancipatory Spatia] sequence

A space for sex work Design I



BAGAREY
RGN

Offices Bar / Bathhouse Bathhouse / Escort spaces

Relational studies of transitions

Emancipator)/ Spatia] sequence
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[

Relational studies of transitions

Emancipator)/ Spatia] sequence
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V.O. THE HOTEL AS PERCEIVED BY THE PUBLIC

INCLUDING

[THE STROLL TO THE BATHHOUSE]

A space for sex work Design I
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~ The stroll to the Bathhouse™

A space for sex work Design I



LUCA

ARTS |

Departure
A Stroll to the Bathhouse
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A Stroll to the Bathhouse

A space for sex work Design I



A Stroll to the Bathhouse

A space for sex work Design I
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A Stroll to the Bathhouse

A space for sex work Design I



A Stroll to the Bathhouse

A space for sex work Design I



A Stroll to the Bathhouse

A space for sex work

Design I




Materialisation of Walkthrough

Design I

Emancipator)/ Spatia] sequence

A space for sex work



VI. GARDEN OF QUEER PLEASURES

Encounters between the intimate and the public

A space for sex work



“(Gardens functioned) as physical and spiritual arenas in which women strove to assert con-

trol, detine their identity, struggle with sexual feelings or embrace the world”

-Sue Bennet

A space for sex work Design II
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Feminist references
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Secret garden

Flower garden

Design II

Floorplan of Gardens
Garden @r queer pleasures

A space for sex work



Wet garden

Design II

Garden qf queer pleasures

A space for sex work



Nelumbo Nuc{fera
Lotus flower

Wet garden

Garden qf queer pleasures

A space for sex work Design 11
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Rooms for escorts - Wet garden
Detail 1:20
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Secret garden

Garden qf queer pleasures

A space for sex work Design II
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Secret garden

Garden qf queer pleasures
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Flower garden

Garden qf queer pleasures

A space for sex work Design II
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Lavandula
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Passiflora Incarnata
Passiflora
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Chamomile

Echinacea

Coneflower

A space for sex work

Flower garden
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Garden of queer p]easures
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VII. INTERIORS FOR EXO-DOMESTIC SEXUALITY

Rethinking intimacy and eroticism from a feminist perspective



The temple of Friendship, Monte carlo Boudoir,
Natalie Clifford Barney Eileen Grey

Feminist references

A space for sex work Intenorsfor exo-domestic sexuaht)/ Design II1



“The space doesn’t need to be sexual (...) The sex worker can bring the ‘sexyness’
with her. What I would like is a space that is clearly used for what we do, without
becoming a sex dungeon (...). A space that I can adapt to create a sate relation with

the client”

-Sira, worker in a lesbian escort agency, Interviewed in April 2022 in Amsterdam

A space for sex work Design 111



System axonometric of sex rooms

Design III

Interiors for exo-domestic Sexua]it)/

A space for sex work
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Water

Climatisation of sex rooms
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Climatisation of sex rooms

A space for sex work Intenorsfor exo-domestic Sexuaht)/ Design II1



Ventilation - Summer

Climatisation of sex rooms

A space for sex work Intenorsfor exo-domestic Sexuaht)/ Design II1



Ventilation - Winter

Climatisation of sex rooms

A space for sex work Intenorsfor exo-domestic Sexuaht)/ Design II1



N \

i

|
I

M J» CLANMAIRRSIRC
‘ \ ' \“\‘HH“/“ \\\\J‘ J\‘\ f\
“‘ (LRA g
I NIRRT
ULAATRA ALY ‘Lﬂl\\\\\wwf |
A

“\‘M

I

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

Boudoir as space of colletivity and transition
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Circulation of tower
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~The Meeting in Velvet ~
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Entrance to tower, Detail 1:20
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Elementss of circulation
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Details 1:10, 1:5
The Meeting inVelvet

Design III
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Design III
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VIII. CONCLUSION

Conclusion



Addresing female emancipation through design

A space for sex work Conclusion




An ethical response to Stigma

A space for sex work Conclusion



~The End~

Thank you!



