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Brothel interiors, De  Wallen Memorial for Eunice
Eunice was a sex worker that got murderedin her working space in Brussels

Introduction
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“A cartography is a theoretically based and politically informed reading of the pres-
ent. A cartographic approach fulfills the function of providing both analytic and ex-
egetical tools for crtical thought and also creative theoretical alternatives.”

-Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic subjects

I. Cartography of spaces for sex work
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The  appearence of ‘Maisons Close’  as product of the colonial male gaze
2nd Network: Heterotopic Apparatus for female submission
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The sex workers’ loss of ownership in the context of the dutch red-light district
8th Network: Controlled exposure of the domestic theatre
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Decriminalisation: A legal model that decriminalises the sex worker, the client and third parties (such as  other co-workers) and 
regulates the sex industry through labour law. Belgium is the first European country to implement this system. Contrary to Regula-
tionism (the current system in Germany and the Netherlands), decriminalisation offers more rights and protection to workers.

The sex workers’ emancipatipatory potential
9th Network: Emanicpatory spaces for Decriminalisation



II. UMWELT MAPPING

“Discourses have material consequences that require ethical responses.”
-Karen Barad and Stacy Alaimo, Material feminism
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Cam TheatreWindow Hotel room

Umwelt mapping
Relational study of 4 spatialities for sex work
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Panoptical mode of control
Hotel room
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Window Hotel room

Materialisation of control
Window and Hotel room



III. FIGURATIVE NETWORKS

“A figuration is a living map, a transformative account of the self (...). Figurations 
differ from classical metaphors in precisely their commitment to account the mate-
rial conditions that sustain these different subject positions.”

-Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic subjects
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Figurative networks
Traces of an ethnographic study

Carmen
is a worker in a red-light district

She works in the Umwelt of the Window

Eric and Joelle 

are erotic performers in sex shows. 

They work in the Umwelt of the Theatre

Kristina

is an escort for female and male clients 

She works in the Umwelt of the Hotel room

Paula

is a cam show artist.

She works in the Umwelt of the Cam

Research III
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Carmen
is a worker in a red-light district

She works in the Umwelt of the Window

Research III

Window workers
Carmen - Traces of an ethnographic study



A space for sex work Research III

Forced spatial and legal isolation
Carmen - Traces of an ethnographic study
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Collective emancipation
Carmen - Traces of an ethnographic study
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Collective emancipation
Program for design

Location: Brussels, Belgium - 2023
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Collective emancipation
Program for design

Location: Brussels, Belgium - 2023

Program: Working spaces of the Window and Hotel Room

Research Conclusion
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Collective emancipation
Program for design

Location: Brussels, Belgium - 2023

Program: Working spaces of the Window and Hotel Room

Users: Non-hierarchical collective of sex workers

Research Conclusion



IV. A space for sex work
Rethinking brothels in the framework of decriminalisation
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Hôtel de la Bagarre Erotique

The graphic novel ‘Bagarre erotique’, by Klou Bagarre, was published right before the 
approval of decriminalisation of sex work in Belgium. It tells from a sex woker per-
spective, the practice as a space for feminist and queer struggle.

Design Introduction

Collective emancipation
Program for design

Designed for 

Sex work

Offices burocratic work
advertisement
contact w/ clients
managing bookings
psychological and medical 
support

Sex rooms short meetings 
(under 2h)
longer meetings
(2h to 6h) 

Spaces for 
destigmatisation

Public Bathhouse

Bar

Escorts

Window workers
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Design Introduction

Designing from the female gaze
Methodology for design

Cartography of feminist references Relational studies of transitions Design as performance
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Rue Rogier, Schaerbeek, Brussels, Belgium
Contextualizing the design
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Existing synergical network of support for sex worker’s
Contextualizing the design
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Different functions within the neighbourhood
Contextualizing the design

LUCA University of the Arts Dwelling Small shops, Offices
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Site model
Contextualizing the design
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LUCA University of the Arts Dwelling Small shops, Offices

Site model
Contextualizing the design
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I. Emancipatory spatial sequence

II. Gardens of queer pleasures

III. Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality

Hotel de la Bagarre Erotique

Design Introduction

Levels of design
Contextualizing the design



V. Emancipatory spatial sequence
Synergical arrangement of spaces
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“Caring for each other is political work”
-Molly Smith and Juno Mac, Revolting Prostitues
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Abbaye d’Montmajour Grand Beguinage de Louvain

Design I

Feminist references
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Floorplan ‘Interior world’
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Bathhouse / Escort spacesBar / BathhouseTowerOffices

Sections ‘Interior world’
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Bathhouse / Escort spacesBar / BathhouseTowerOffices

Relational studies of transitions
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Relational studies of transitions
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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V.o. The Hotel as perceived by the public

Design I

iNCLUDING 

[The stroll To the bathhouse]
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Construction Phase I
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Construction Phase II
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Construction Phase III
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Construction Phase IV
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Construction Phase V
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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Finalisation of construction
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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~The stroll to the Bathhouse~

Design I
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Departure
A Stroll to the Bathhouse
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A space for sex work Design IA Stroll to the Bathhouse
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Materialisation of walkthrough
Emancipatory spatial sequence
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VI. Garden of queer pleasures
Encounters between the intimate and the public
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“(Gardens functioned) as physical and spiritual arenas in which women strove to assert con-
trol, define their identity, struggle with sexual feelings or embrace the world”

-Sue Bennet

Design II
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Caldarium,
Harry Thurston Peck 

Parc du Cinquentenaire,
Louis Lamotte

Design II

Feminist references
Garden of queer pleasures
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Flower garden

Secret garden

Wet garden

Floorplan of Gardens
Garden of queer pleasures
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Wet garden
Garden of queer pleasures
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Wet garden
Garden of queer pleasures

Nelumbo Nucifera
Lotus flower
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Rooms for escorts - Wet garden 
Detail 1:20 Design II
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Secret garden
Garden of queer pleasures
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Secret garden
Garden of queer pleasures
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Flower garden
Garden of queer pleasures
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Flower garden
Garden of queer pleasures

Lavandula
Lavender

Maticaria Recutita
Chamomile

Echinacea
Coneflower

Passiflora Incarnata
Passiflora
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Flower garden - Entrance to tower
Garden of queer pleasures



VII. Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
Rethinking intimacy and eroticism from a feminist perspective
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The temple of Friendship,
Natalie Clifford Barney

Monte carlo Boudoir,
Eileen Grey

Feminist references
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality Design III



A space for sex work Design III

“The space doesn’t need to be sexual (...) The sex worker can bring the ‘sexyness’ 
with her. What I would like is a space that is clearly used for what we do, without 
becoming a sex dungeon (...). A space that I can adapt to create a safe relation with 
the client”

-Sira, worker in a lesbian escort agency, Interviewed in April 2022 in Amsterdam
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System axonometric of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Heat

Design III

Climatisation of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Water

Design III

Climatisation of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Climatisation of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Ventilation - Summer

Climatisation of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Climatisation of sex rooms
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality

Ventilation - Winter
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Boudoir as space of colletivity and transition
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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Circulation of tower
Interiors for exo-domestic sexuality
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~The Meeting in Velvet~

Design I
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Entrance to tower, Detail 1:20
The Meeting in Velvet
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Elementss of circulation
The Meeting in Velvet



A space for sex work Design III

Details 1:10, 1:5
The Meeting in Velvet
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VIII. CONCLUSION
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~The End~

Thank you!


