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Studio |

Name / Theme Urban Architecture/ Spolia
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Second mentor Aurélie Hachez Architecture

Third mentor Jos Lafeber Building Technology

Argumentation of choice | Thestudio’s topicof Spolia has intrigued me by its focus on

of the studio

cultural and sustainable preservation. Moreover, | believeinthe
studio’s philosophy and approach of creatingimpact onurban
scale by intervening withanarchitectural gesture.Inother
words, “where expectations of urbandesigncanonly be fulfilled
by architecture.”

Graduation project

Title of the graduation United in Diversity: shared social housing in today's
project Anderlecht

Goal

Location: Kuregem, Anderlecht (Brussels)

The posed
problem,

Our society is expanding andinresponse tothis, citiesundergo
transformations. The pluralismof anindividualized societyis perceptiblein
the way wedwellinthe city, but that doesn't meanthat alarger cohesive
frameworkisn't essential. Onthe contrary, the European capital Brussels
consists of anarchipelagoof urbanfields aside fromthe several
fragmentations onaninstitutional level. Therefore, pursuing an
architectural solutionthat ensures compatibility becomes more relevant.

The designatedsitein Anderlechtis formedas anenclaveandisinitself
fragmentedinterms of (repurposed) program, building typology and urban
morphology, which are simultaneously narrating the history of the location.
Thessiteis neglected and undervalued. This questions the neighborhood’s
spatial qualities inwhichthe people live and work.

research
questions and

What tokeep/reuse and what to build?

These arethe mainquestions of the studio’s topic of Spolia. From here
guestions derived as: how tododeal with the existing (built and unbuilt)
environment? How do you allow the different fragmentsto co-exist, while at
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the same time it still reveals the history of the site? Thus, how can public
urban space and architecturalformcontribute tothe mediation of the
fragments andthe remediation of the site? Andinwhat way cansocial
housing with the concept of collective living enhancethe quality of the
neighborhood?

design Sharedsocial housing and Martial Arts school enclosinga collective
assignment in | courtyard

which these
result.

As areactiontotheindividualized society and the fragmentationof the site
ondifferent scales, the design project aimstocometoa reconciliationof the
existingurbantissue,inother words: tomediate the fragmentsthatwill lead
tostronger unity on the site. While keeping in mind that the neighborhood is
characterized by its below-average medianincome and high population
diversity, | believe thatinthis mediationthe variety of the fragments should
be embracedfor it toflourish.

The design proposes a new social housing block and an extended new
structure that holds a Martial Arts school. Adjacent tothis is the existing
social housing slabas aremnant of the 1970s at which socialcarries
different connotations. The proposeddesignincludes shared amenities
(suchas alaundry room, roof garden, guest room, living area withkitchen,
office space, bathhouse, prayer roometc.), which normally are not self-
evident in affordable housing. These collective spaces bring the residents
together and are designed withreclaimed materialsfromnearby.

Process

Method description

Withinthe first semester of the graduation studio, the researchincludes a comparativestudy on
former industrial buildings around the site that have been adaptivereused, many field
researches in Brussels tocomprehendthe fragmentation and the publicness of Anderlecht’s
urban spaces, fieldwork inBerlinas study trip, visitinghousing projects that practice the idea of
collective living, literature studies on collectivity in Belgium architecture and fragmentation of
the Europeanand contemporary city. Halfway the graduation studio, the method of research by
designing is used for the urban planning such as modelmaking and anin-depthresearchon
border conditions of the site’s fragmentation has been fruitful for the designassignment.
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