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lebanese in need of public gathering space for leisure
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introduction

Leisure is not just a sense of enjoyment, but is time not spent 
working or sleeping. Sport is the most efficient form of leisure to 

bring Beiruti together.

sport as type of leisure
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introduction

“Sport is the ‘social cement’ that helps build the social cohesion 
that binds families, communities and neighbourhoods”

(Spaaij, 2013)

the social cement
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quantity of public gathering space
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3.4%

research

lack of public gathering space
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research

“The limitations of Beirut’s spectacle city center are further 
underscored by residents, who criticize the new Down Town for 

providing little “neutral” space for people to meet, socialize, or 
engage with one another.”

(Larkin, 2010)

quality of public gathering space
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socially fragmented city
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research

“Social cohesion is a key factor in defragmentating the city.”

(Jennings & Bamkole, 2019)

overall benefits of social cohesion
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main problems
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research

the ambition is to...

complex projectsBeirut Studio 19



research

...build a sports hub...
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research

...where people come together and spend time together
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research

How can a sports facility influence the socio- spatial development 
of Beirut’s city centre?

research question
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plot size
design brief
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PHYSICAL
OBSTRUCTIONS

UNATTRACTIVE
AREA

design brief

current challenges
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flat surface
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cultural city centre
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users
design brief
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program on site studies
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the hillthe two volumesthe tower

the public slab along the highway
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communal and affordable sports
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program bar
design brief
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TO CREATE
ACCESSIBLITY

TO BE
INCLUSIVE

PROVIDE
 PUBLIC SPACES

concept

design ambitions
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public spaces
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concept

building bridges

++
concept: sport + public gathering spaces
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group site plan
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site plan
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site plan
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implementation

top to bottom
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themed platforms
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main route
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café square
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café square
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implementation

impression café
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playground
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floor +10000
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green heart
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green heart
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impression green heart
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sports hall
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sports hall
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impression sports hall
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floor +4000
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skate park
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impression skate park
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ground floor +0 
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entrance hall
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implementation

impression entrance hall
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urban concrete materials
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wooden materials
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recycled plastic materials
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west elevation
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south elevation
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east elevation
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north elevation
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waffle slab 1000x1000x500

complex projectsBeirut Studio 96



artist: gomma.png

development

why waffle slab
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main load bearing structure
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conclusion

How can a sports facility influence the socio- spatial development 
of Beirut’s city centre?

research question
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itsalla bayrut

itsalla - ىلستي - to pass the time
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