
REFRAMING IMAGERIES OF 

INDUSTRIAL SURPLUS 

‘To 
take 
a bunch of 

unimpor tant 
things, func-
tionless “ob-
jects”, unim-
por tant events 
and episodes … 

and to produce a new 
fantastic world, where 
the powerless compo-

nents of the reality become 
an active, developing force, 

that would let the values of the 
real world seem insignificant and 
open up the absurdity of their co-

existence.’

Lapin, L. (1970). Häppening Eestimaal. In 
Artikleid ja ettekandeid kunstist 1967–

1977 (manuscript collection, 
Tallinn, 1977), p. 14.
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Figure(s) 1: Social media representation of Tallinn. Source: extracted from the Instagram accounts of students from 
the Methods of Analysis and Imagination Graduation Studio.
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urban fringes

wastelands
slums

SURPLUS
/ noun /

an amount of something left over when requirements have been met; an excess 
of production or supply.

 / adjective /
more than what is needed or used; excess.



Figure(s) 2:  Jüri Okas (2021) The ‘Romanticism’ of Wastelands. Source: MAJA.

TALLINN SCHOOL, 1970s
During the Soviet occupation of the Baltic states, a group of Estonian 
architects opposed the totalitarian way of overregulated building policies 

and social interactions by the Soviet architecture association.

They were drawn to the strangeness of wastelands and fringes, investigating 
previously unseen motifs of slums and discarded objects (Kurg, 2019)



Figure 3:  Jüri Okas (1979) Corner solution. Source: Re-Scaling the environment (Vol. 2). Birkhäuser.

TALLINN SCHOOL, 1970s
The imageries produced defied conventional norms of formal architecture, 
by deterritorialising unfinished courtyards of soviet housing and reimagining 

industrial surplus as monuments. 
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EXISTING DEMOLITION ADDITION PROPOSAL
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MATERIALITY: URBAN MINING



Source: https://news.err.ee/1609067600/government-looking-to-boost-construction-waste-recycling

ESTONIA WASTE 
VOLUME (2021)
6 MILLION TONNES

CONSTRUCTION WASTE
1.2 MILLION TONNES

MOSTLY GOING INTO LANDFILLS

10% NOT RECYCLED

<20% REUSED / CONVERTED INTO NEW MATERIAL



Source: Seggewies et al. (2019). Manual of Recycling. In DETAIL eBooks. https://doi./10.11129/9783955534936
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Source: Seggewies et al. (2019). Manual of Recycling. In DETAIL eBooks. https://doi./10.11129/9783955534936
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Source: https://kuidas.works/

KUIDAS.WORKS - POTENTIAL OF EARTH AND CONSTRUCTION WASTE
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