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"Connecting archiving with the public"
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Flander Archi tecture Inst i tute (VAi)
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the VAi

I t  manages the F landers 
Archi tectura l  Archive

What is  the Flander  Architecture Inst i tute  (VAi )  ?

I t  promotes publ ic 
engagement  with 
archi tecture
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the VAi

=  VAi  off ices and l ibrary

Antwerp,  Belg ium
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the VAi

DeSingel ,  Antwerp
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the VAi

=  VAi  off ices and l ibrary

=  VAi  archive

Antwerp,  Belg ium
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the VAi

VAI archive,  Antwerp
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the VAi

ins ide the archive
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Posit ion

Precedent  studies
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Posit ion

Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscr ipt  L ibrary,  Yale
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Posit ion

the book tower and archive
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Posit ion

archiva l  works exhib i ted
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Posit ion

A room for  the archive
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Posit ion

long section   -  1a50Anna Klaver  -  Interiors Buildings Cities  -  24/25
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Posit ion
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Posit ion
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The Br ief
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Brief
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Brief

VAi  wants  to  become 
more publ ic-facing

current  reading room
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Brief

Leveraging   the    
potent ia l  synergies 
between the VAi  and 
DeSingel

DeSingel ,  Antwerp
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History of  DeSingel
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DeSingel

histor ica l  photo before construct ion of  DeSingel  ( 1932)
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DeSingel

urban design by Leon Stynen (ca .  1962)

Designed by Leon Stynen 

(1958-1979) for the Antwerp Con-

servatory of Music 
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DeSingel

elevated from the ground
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DeSingel

robustness
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DeSingel

rhythm
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DeSingel

permanence
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DeSingel

r ing road under construct ion (ca .  1969)
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DeSingel

DeSingel  (ca .  1980)
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DeSingel

Leon Stynen 1899 -  1990

1968

design phases
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DeSingel

Leon Stynen 1899 -  1990

1968 1980

design phases
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DeSingel

Leon Stynen 1899 -  1990

1968 1980 1987

design phases
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DeSingel

Leon Stynen 1899 -  1990

1968 1980 1987 2000

Stéphane Beel

design phases
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DeSingel

Leon Stynen 1899 -  1990

1968 1980 1987 2000 2010

Stéphane Beel 1955

design phases
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DeSingel

current  s i tuat ion (2024)
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DeSingel

Antwerp Conservatory

current  users
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DeSingel

DeSingel  Arts  Centre

current  users
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DeSingel

VAi  (F landers Archi tecture Inst i tute)

current  users
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Current  issues

Situat ion |  Circulat ion |  Publ ic  interface
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Current  issues

Situat ion |  Circulat ion |  Publ ic  interface
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Current  issues

aer ia l  v iew
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Current  issues

surrounding roads
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Current  issues

surrounding space
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Current  issues

Situat ion |  Circulat ion |  Publ ic  interface
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Current  issues

elevated c i rculat ion system
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Current  issues

elevated c i rculat ion system
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Current  issues

courtyards
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Current  issues

Situat ion |  Circulat ion |  Publ ic  interface
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Current  issues
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1 Reception
2 Cloakroom
3 Red Hall
4 Red Foyer
5 Blue Hall
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8 Music Studio
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Floor 0

1 Entrance Hall
2 Offices Conservatoire
3 Refectory Conservatoire
4 Artists’ Foyer
5 Small Hall
6 Offices Radio 2
7 Offices deSingel
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal

composit ion
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Proposal

exist ing 
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Proposal

courtyards
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Proposal

lowr ise
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Proposal

height  accents
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Proposal

courtyards
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Proposal

lowr ise
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Proposal

height  accents
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Proposal

exist ing s i tuat ion
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Proposal

new front  toward the c i ty
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Proposal

new front  toward the c i ty
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Proposal

Programme
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Proposal

exist ing c i rcu lat ion
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Proposal

connect ing to  the c i rcu lat ion
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Proposal

-�F

GF

�F

2F

Working �rchive   >    processing, quarantine, restoration etc.

Depot

Public �rchive   >   library, reading room, view depot

VAi office 

VAi  programme
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Proposal

tota l  depot :  2484 m2

depot photo depot

depot

depot

installations

basement 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

ground f loor

exhibition space

book-
shop

storage - packaging

restoration

dressing 
room

kitchen + 
lunchroom

digitization cleaning

processing + pre-depot

office

waiting depot

triageloading / unloading

quarantine

5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

ground f loor

archiva l  work spaces

publ ic  VAi  space

circulat ion

vert ica l  c i rcu lat ion

other  DeSingel  users

serv ice /  BoH /  non-publ ic  c i rcu lat ion

5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

ground f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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7 7

Proposal

+2.80

installations

depot depot

library

reading room meeting room

view depot

instal-
lations

f i rst  f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

archiva l  work spaces

depot

c ircu lat ion

vert ica l  c i rcu lat ion

other  DeSingel  users

serv ice /  BoH /  non-publ ic  c i rcu lat ion

publ ic  VAI  space

f i rst  f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

ground f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

f i rst  f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

installations

offices

second f loor 5 �0m 0 2
1:300
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Proposal

Ser vices & tectonics
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Proposal

Stynen’s  use of  gr id ,  rhythm,  and concrete
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Proposal

mater ia l isat ion archive zones
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Proposal

mater ia l isat ion c i rcu lat ion zones
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Proposal

mater ia l isat ion of  façade
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Proposal

mater ia l isat ion of  façade
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Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure



Inter iors  Bui ld ings Ci t ies  |  P5 Anna Klaver

91

Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure



Inter iors  Bui ld ings Ci t ies  |  P5 Anna Klaver

95

Proposal

structure
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Proposal

structure
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Proposal

orthogonal  vs .  rotated geometry
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Proposal

3490 210210

30
0

23
0

32
0

30
59

25
0

25
0

2800

-850

33
35

0 0,5 �m



Inter iors  Bui ld ings Ci t ies  |  P5 Anna Klaver

99

Proposal

section A
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Proposal

section A
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Proposal

summer 0 � 2 5m
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Proposal

winter 0 � 2 5m
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Proposal
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Proposal

8000

20
0

-4500

46
96
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0

2800

30
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6280

21
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33
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fire sealant

18
0

steel seat for glulam beam
sliding layer

14
0

mineral wool 
(fire resistance + 
acoustic absorbtion)

- floor finish, 1 cm
- heating pipes, 3 cm
- thermal layer, 2 cm
- hollow-core slab (welfsels), 250 cm
- concrete beam, 490 cm
- sand-lime brick infill wall

16
0

60

0 0,� 0,2 0,5m
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Proposal
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Proposal

8000
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detail 2 1:5 - connecting to existing structure

- concrete gutter
- reinforced concrete, 8 cm
- thermal insulation as lost formwork
- aluminium lamella (perforated), 2 cm

18
0

120

16
0

60
14

0

pedestal

110 90

- floor finish, 2 cm
- thermal layer + heating pipes, 30 cm
- stringer + gasket, 10 cm
- installation space (ducts etc.), 160 cm
- CLT slab, 140 cm
- glulam beam, 180 cm

1:5 - extending on top of eave

- EPDM
- thermal insulation, 20-25 cm
- reinforced concrette, 6 cm
- aluminium lamella (perforated), 2 cm

detail 1

improved thermal glazing

90

60
23

0

110

insulated block inside gutter 
to hold new windowframe

13
4

detail 2 1:5 - connecting to existing structure

- concrete gutter
- reinforced concrete, 8 cm
- thermal insulation as lost formwork
- aluminium lamella (perforated), 2 cm

18
0

120
16

0
60

14
0

pedestal

110 90

- floor finish, 2 cm
- thermal layer + heating pipes, 30 cm
- stringer + gasket, 10 cm
- installation space (ducts etc.), 160 cm
- CLT slab, 140 cm
- glulam beam, 180 cm

1:5 - extending on top of eave

- EPDM
- thermal insulation, 20-25 cm
- reinforced concrette, 6 cm
- aluminium lamella (perforated), 2 cm

detail 1

improved thermal glazing

90

60
23

0

110

insulated block inside gutter 
to hold new windowframe

13
4

0 0,� 0,2 0,5m
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Proposal

C our t yards

connect ing indoor with outdoor space
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Proposal

section A
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Proposal

courtyards
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Proposal
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Thank you!


