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EXHIBITION



How can we generate a place, which is related to different 
scales (the 18 moorings / EU), related to multiple actors and 

their stories, in which one can feel at home?
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Roots and Routes

Public Sphere

Tools from Literature
describing, prescribing,

close reading etc.
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 The Paneuropean Union (1922)

Seeing the devastating effects of both world 
wars, Monnet was eager to establish peace 
and economic growth in Europe. Monet has a 
long political background; during the First World 
War he put a lot of effort in combining the forces 
of England and France (In Europa 2007).
Together with the French foreign minister he 
established a new vision for a European 
cooperation. Their main goal was to avoid 
another horrible war and they thought the best 
way to achieve that is by integration of the 
industrial common factor between the 
European countries.

The first ‘L’idée d’Europe’ derived from the French 
Revolution and the Enlightenment that followed. The 
idea was based on integrity, related to common 
political values of individuals, rather than a new culture. 
In the 1990s the term Europeanism was coined by 
McCormick who stated that the inhabitants of Europe 
are ever more connected to a common set of political, 
economic and social norms and values which 
overarch the national values. The Treaty of Lisbon in 
2007 dedicated in article 2 to the number of values, 
such as democracy, equality, human rights, freedom, 
rule of law, pluralism, non-discrimination and 
tolerance. From these values follow certain objectives 
such as: 
- A common European area without borders
- Internal Market
- Stable and Sustainable Development
- Scientific and Technological Development
- Prevention of Social Exclusion
- Solidarity
- Respect for Languages and Cultures
- Common Foreign and Security Policy

WOI WOII

“There are no longer any Frenchmen, Germans, Spaniards, or even Englishman; 
There are only Europeans.” 
    - Rousseau (Norman 1996, 8)
Richard von Coudenhove-Kalergi brought up the term ‘PAN-Europe’ to refer to the Western  
parts of Europe, which share the common history of Christianity (the Carolingian Empire and 
the Habsburg Empire). The PAN-European idea aimed for a political and economic unity 
between all European countries. The notion is connected to what the poet Dante Alighieri 
stated: “My country is the whole world”. This phrase was adopted by many writers, artists and 
philosophers in the Enlightenment - a period of many collaboration across borders. The 
followers of the PAN-European idea believed in an inclusive European nationalism - one which 
was able to acknowledge all cultural differences and connect to higher levels such as universal 
values and the use of good reason.

In the ‘90s to 2000s the movement towards a union was enhanced by symbols, institutions 
and things like a flag, an anthem and a motto. However, the movement is slowly while 
constantly doubted, questioned and debated over the various Eurosceptics and country 
nationalists.

Much has been written on a common European Identity. 
Going through some of these texts we can distinguish several 
important points:
- a common language which is also acknowledged by the state.
- a shared historical root and a shared cultural pattern. 
- the recognition of a “self” in opposition to the “them” (one must   
 acknowledge oneself as European in contrast to let’s say an American)
- a common goal, something you can strive for collectively.

Europe plans initiated by Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi. His manifesto 
can be seen as the first blueprint for the European Union (EU). 
Important members of this movement were Konrad Adenauer, Albert 
Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Thomas Mann and Rainer Rilke.
(Coudenhove-Kalergi 1996)

Great Depression – Interbellum 
The United States of Europe is coined by 
Winston Churchill, in the hope to let the 
countries in Europe work together for safety 
and economic reasons. Only if they worked 
together, they would get money from the 
United States - the Marshall plan. With his 
speech in Zurich he became one of the fathers 
of the European Union. 

Already since 1944 the countries from the Benelux 
(Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg) started 
working together. In 1948 they reached an agreement 
and introduced a common external tariff. 

Schuman Declaration on the 9th of May. During the Treaty 
of Rome, Schuman held a speech in which he explained 
and enhanced peacemaking by the coal and steel 
cooperation between especially Germany and France: 
"Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a 
single plan. It will be built through concrete achievements 
which first create a de facto solidarity. The coming 
together of the nations of Europe requires the elimination 
of the age-old opposition of France and Germany.”

The European Defense Community (EDC) was 
introduced. Which was only established in 1954

On the 14th of April six countries - Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Italy, France and 
West-Germany - established the Treaty of Paris.  This treaty, 
now known as the European Coal and Steel Community 
(ECSC), aimed for supranational  authority for the common 
industries.
Only in 1953 the first steel transfer was made from Germany.

Interesting about this pact is that there was no need to talk 
about politics, war or peace. The deals which needed to be 
made were concrete and therefore ‘easy’.
Or as Delors (a later president of the European Commission) 
explained: "The Single Act means, in a few words, the 
commitment of implementing simultaneously the great market 
without frontiers, more economic and social cohesion, an 
European research and technology policy, the strengthening of 
the European Monetary System, the beginning of an European 
social area and significant actions in environment."

In 1954 there was almost a common defense mechanism.  
However, the French National Assembly rejected the idea 
because it would mean that the French troops would be under 
German command. The EDC aimed for a strong military and 
political integration. 
Since the NATO has a similar function, the role has been very little. 

The NATO was formed for a mutual defense with the 
US and Canada.  Including: Denmark, Iceland, 
Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, the UK, Portugal 
and France.

During the Treaty of Rome (1950-1958) the six countries 
established two extra communities:
EAEC > the European Atomic Energy Community
EEC > the European Economic Community
Also, they set up a plan for a Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to 
still (possible) hunger on the continent.
Still missing is a common defense mechanism.

The first President of the European Commission (EC) of  the  EEC 
is elected: Walter Hallstein from West Germany.  During his stay 
until 1967 the EU found itself in economic prosperity.

The blue flag with 12 golden stars is well known as the European flag. However, there 
have been many more flags related to the European Union.  The blueness and the stars 
can be traced back to the Central Commission for Navigation of the Rhine cooperation. 
This commission (1815) was an international organization in order to secure the 
navigation on the Rhine and its environment.  On the flag which stands for the ECSC 6 
golden stars appear in front of a blue and black surface. In 1949 the Western Union was 
established which created its own flag relating to the five countries involved. Then we 
have a flag without stars or blue, but instead a green E in front of a white surface which 
stands for the (federal) European Movement. The flag related to the Pan European Union 
has a blue/azure background within the middle a yellow circle with a red cross. The flag 
we know today has only 12 stars/mullets which all have a symbolic meaning.

The Azure color represents the sky of the Western world. The stars are gold as the color 
of the sun symbolizing the glory and enlightenment. The number of suns is the number 
of perfection and eternity.  The circle stands for eternity and is sometimes linked to the 
crown/airol of holy people. This biblical explanation is linked to the painting of Virgin Mary 
as Stella Maris. The 12 stars around her head represent a structure of good governing 
(a Round Table).

Multiple other options have been made ever since. A well-known one is the one from 
AMO which was created by placing all the flags of the member states of the EU next to 
each other - generating a playful collage of colors that could easily grow or shrink 
depending on the current members of the union.   

From now on East and West Berlin will be separated by a 
big wall for more than 28 years.

De Gaulle, the French president from 1959 until 1969 made 
himself well known through his actions against UK and the 
Empty Chair Crisis (he boycotted the EEC meetings and left 
his chair empty). Shortly after the UK enters the EEC in 1971 
De Gaulle leaves the office.

In this year the EEC is gathering again to talk about the 
membership of Turkey. However, Turkey can only become 
member if they pass three (unclear) phases.

A new kind of communism appears which is detached from the 
Soviet regime and focusses on the western countries of 
Europe. This new political approach sets strong feet on the  
ground in Italy (prominent figure was Gramsci) and spreads to 
other countries,  showing an alternative to the democratic 
system. In the late 1960s the ideology grew among countries 
like Spain and Finland. After the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe, this ideology also faded a bit in the Western 
countries. 

The lyrical verse has been written by the German poet Schiller 
in 1785. The poem represents a becoming brotherhood 
between all people of the human race. This vision was shared 
by Beethoven who composed a peace under it: the 9th 
Symphony. The European Council used this composition, but 
without words, as music is considered a universal language. 
The anthem stands for the European ideals such as freedom, 
solidarity and peace.

The start of the EMU project (the European Monetary Union).  In three 
steps the Luxembourg prime and finance minister Pierre Werner 
explains how to achieve this goal.  One of the stages is called ‘Snake in 
the Tunnel’ which indicates that the fluctuation of currencies between 
countries should not be more than 2.25%.

The rising oil prices, due to foreign policies, result 
in an oil crisis. This makes the EEC decide to 
come up with a common energy policy.  

The Monetary Plan indicated by Werner has failed.  
However, Roy Jenkins takes the lead and focusses on the 
virtual EMU currency. This idea is processed by the 
European Council in 1979.

The first European Parliamentary elections are held. 
The reaction is positive and calls for more 
parliamentary power.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, 
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 

The UK, Ireland and Denmark sign the Treaty of 
Association of the European Communities. The 
referendum held in Norway resulted in 53,6% NO > 
so there was no joining the EEC.

Under the presidency of Delors (1985-1992) there was a 
program to establish the following ideas: free movement of 
people, goods and capital, a freedom to provide services 
and an enlargement between south and east.

The Schengen Treaty makes traveling for the inhabitants 
of the EEC a lot easier. Firstly, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, France and the Benelux joined. Later, with the 
Treaty of Amsterdam (1998) the Schengen Accord 
became a binding EU law which resulted in free 
movement for EU citizens.

12 golden stars on a bright dark blue background will 
remain the European Flag until today.

Spain and Portugal enter the EEC.

The “A People’s Europe” is a committee to strengthen 
the identity of Europe. Pietro Adonino, a member of the 
parliament, proposes with his committee to set up a 
European television channel, an official flag and 
anthem,  a European passport and a common 
European health card.

30 years after the Treaty of Rome, the Single European Act is established. 
This act establishes a borderless Union which is good for the market, people, 
goods, services and capital. With this act the member states are made aware 
and recognizes the standards of each country.

Margaret Thatcher (Prime Minister from Britain 1979-1990) comes to 
the fore with an interesting view on the European Union in one of her 
speeches to the College of Europe – The Bruges Speech: “Utopia 
never comes, because we know we should not like it if it did. Let 
Europe be a family of nations, understanding each other better, 
appreciating each other more, doing more together but relishing our 
national identity no less than our common European endeavor. Let us 
have a Europe which plays its full part in the wider world, which looks 
outward not inward, and which preserves that Atlantic 
community—that Europe on both sides of the Atlantic—which is our 
noblest inheritance and our greatest strength.”

The fall of the Berlin wall - a mark of the end of the 
Cold war.

The European Commission settles in Brussels. The 25-year 
old building in the shape of an X, the Berlaymont, will be the 
central building. First it needs to be renovated. They think the 
building can be properly used in 2005.  

The prime minister of the UK, Margaret Thatcher, 
calls to reduce the power of the EEC during the 
Maastricht treaty.

During the Maastricht Treaty new features are drafted 
- establishing of common Foreign and Security 
 policies (Mainly due to the war in Yugoslavia where 
 the EEC could not act without the help of the 
 NATO). 
- creation of the European Parliament
- set up for the European Bank

In a national referendum the Swiss vote against joining the 
EEA (the European Economic Area).

The Danish people vote against the 
Maastricht Treaty.

The Maastricht Treaty is ratified. The EEC is now named the 
European Union (EU).  

During the Copenhagen Summit the EU sets out criteria 
for states who ask to join the Union. 
These are mainly based on having a democratic 
government and a proper rule of law.

After a national referendum Norway is against joining 
the EU.

Austria, Finland and Sweden become three new 
members of the EU.

During the Madrid Summit, the eyes are focused on Eastern 
European countries to enlarge the EU.

The Euro is introduced as the name for the potential new EU 
currency.

The press shows the launch event of the Euro as a 
Virtual Currency.

The Treaty of Amsterdam resulted in including the Schengen 
agreements into the EU law and a joined coordination for asylum and 
immigration.

All the 20 commissioners of the European Commission need 
to step down due to a suspicion of corruption and 
mismanaging.

Via the Schengen Accord the internal border controls 
between the member states are abolished.

During the Lisbon Treaty the member states of the EU set the goal 
to become world’s most socially just economy in the world. The 
states want to reach this by setting goals centrally but leaving the 
means to the member states. The Commission gets the right to 
address countries who are not performing well.

Denmark votes NO in a national referendum to 
join the Euro.

The Nice Treaty results in limiting the members of the European 
Parliament and the elimination of the unanimity vote for policies like 
foreign police, defense and the EU budget. Also, the member states 
prepare themselves to welcome 10 new members.

Debut of the Euro.  

New member states are Slovenia, Poland, Malta, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Hungary, The Czech Republic, Cyprus, The Slovak Republic.

The EU sets out on her first police mission in Bosnia & Herzegovina. A bit later 
that year the EU launches the first military operation.

The EU reaches out to all her neighbors and develops collaborations with 
Israel, Palestine, Tunisia, Morocco, Moldova, Ukraine and Jordan

After a referendum Sweden votes NO for joining the Euro.

General Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary, 
encourages the EU to keep her doors open to 
immigrants.

In what they now call the ‘Day of Welcome’ the Council 
President welcomes the 10 new member states in 
Dublin. 
The balance is now: 25 member states with a 
population of 370 to 450 million (with 11 to 20 
languages).

At the same day, the first of 
May, police shoot with water 
cannons on anti-capitalist  
protesters in Dublin.

The heads of state of the member states decide to use 
Brussels as meeting place after 29 years of travelling 
across countries (to save costs).

After several terrorist attacks and the fights with Al 
Quada the EU heads meet at the Council. They aim 
to find common grounds to fight against terrorism.

Euro-skeptical parties are on the rise. Especially in Sweden, 
Poland, Lithuania, Slovenia, the UK and the Czech Republic. 
This causes problems for the European Parliamentary elections.

Over the course of the year the Euro-skeptical groups 
get more and more aggressive - comparing the EU with 
Stalinist and Nazi regimes.  

The consequences are seen in the European 
Parliamentary elections. In June 2004 the lowest level of 
voters turns up - also called Euro-Fatigue.

Finally, an EU constitution is reached. After hours of 
discussion they reach an agreement on the 18th of June.

Under the new constitution the EU activities are directed by 
competence levels; the actions should be doable yet without 
thinking too much about them. These are ranging from exclusive 
to only supporting coordinating roles from the EU.

Terrorist attacks in London. Suicides are held in the public 
transport taking 52 lives.

The Brand EU Centre is a pro-EU firm located in London and 
focusing on corporate vision strategies for the EU. This research and 
communication center try to promote an overview of the work done 
by the EU.  They try to promote awareness among the European 
citizens, to use the EU as a “brand” in order to generate a clear 
message. However, the firm is slowed down by the bureaucratic 
failures of the European Union which result often in failed missions.

All over EU campaigns are held in order to hold on to 
certain values and norms. They seem to demand a 
less globalised movement.

Bulgaria, Romania, Iceland, Norway, Croatia and Swiss 
join the EMU.

The financial crisis hits Europe

The current trend shows a decline of the European 
population. By 2050 it is estimated that the population is 
dropped 20 million (from 453 to 433 million) of which the 
average age is 53 years old. 
It has been stated that the flux of immigrants is the only option 
to keep Europe young.

On the southern boarders you can hear the 
tumult of the Arab Spring. 
Protests in Tunisia aim for a democratic future 
in Arabic countries.

In Brussels the doors of the European Parliament 
Visitors Center are officially opened.

The EU receives the Nobel Peace Prize. They 
received this awarded because they have 
contributed over six decades to “the advancement 
of peace and reconciliation, democracy and 
human rights in Europe”. Because the EU is 
focused on the fraternity between nations and a 
slow peace treaty, the nation exceeds the criteria 
that Nobel made in order to receive this honorable 
award. 

A new tool has been introduced to allow more 
direct influence by the European citizens on the EU 
political agenda: The European Citizens’ Initiative.

The great depths of Greece troubles other EU 
member states. The main question that arises is how 
far the EU is supposed to sustain Greece with the 
money from other EU countries.

Terrorists attack Paris. 130 people die after an open fire 
attack in and around a concert hall. 
The Islamic State claims responsibility.

A huge migration flux enters Europe. Many people from 
mainly the Middle East seek refuge and asylum in Europe, 
looking for a way out of war and poverty.

Global Climate Change Agreement Paris is carried out. All EU 
members agree to cut the greenhouse emissions and work on a 
global level to minimize the human impact on the planet.

Terrorist strikes in Brussels. 32 people are killed by 
explosions at the metro station of Brussels Airport.

In 2017 Donald Trump states that the US will leave the agreement. 
The US is one of the biggest polluters on our planet which makes the 
withdrawal even more disastrous.

The UK wants to leave the EU. Till the present day the 
circumstances and policies are unclear. All policies, 
foreign affairs, trade deals etc. need to be revised 
and/or rewritten and they don't agree with the terms 
given by the EU. This makes the divorce of the UK 
lingering for already three years.  

From now on the costs of using a mobile phone 
(data and calling), are equal in all EU countries. 

More control and protection are promised by the 
EU General Data Protection Regulation.

The EU establishes an important free trade 
agreement with Japan.

During the European Parliamentary Elections, the highest turn out in 20 
years is reached. Around 51% of the EU citizens vote. The outcome 
resulted in a small loss for the center-left Social Democrats and the 
center-right European People’s Party, while both still remaining the two 
biggest groups in the parliament.   

The parliament agrees to ban single-use plastic 
products. Also, they decide on rules for copyrights 
that fit better to the digital era.

While making a clear constitution, they left for 
later the consideration of a country wanting
to leave the Union. This makes the divorce
of the UK lingering for already three years. 
All policies, foreign affairs, trade deals etc. 
need to be revised and/or rewritten.

“In Varietate Concordia” //

“United in Diversity”

Greece joins the EEC

Wilhelmina Catheina Vogel is born on the 14th of January

Sophie Christine van Riel is born on the 14th of January

Italo de Vroom is born on the 23th of September

“... building a Europe which revolves not around 
economy, but around the sacredness of the human 
person, around inalienable values.”
This statement was made in a speech by Pope 
Francis in which he promotes the acceptance and 
assistance of the many refugees. He stresses the 
importance of human rights.

(Press 2016)

(Europarliament, Values and Objectives 2019)

(Yale 2016)
(Shquerra 2013)

(The Origins 1919-1939 2003)
(Coudenhove-Kalergi 1996)

(Ocaña 2003)

(Ocaña 2003)

(Ocaña 2003)

(International 2015)
(Pathé 2014)

(Digital Research in European
(Dayton sd) Studies 2020)

(Union sd) 

12 hours on a clock 
12 months in a year 
12 symbols of the zodiac 
12 Apostles 
12 sons of Jacob 
12 semitones in an octave (western music)
12 days of Christmas
12 Caesars chronicled by Suetonius
12 Olympian gods
12 labors of Hercules
12 tables of Roman Law
12 Hues in the color wheel, star or sphere (western art)

(Britannica 2017)

(Heaney 2016)

(CVCE.EU 2019)

(Foundation 1988)

(EU 2019)  

(Prize 2012)

(BBC 2013)

(Europarliament 2019)

(Commission 2019)

Jean Monnet (1888-1979)

European Values

1914 – 1918 

1918 – 1939 

PAN Europe - 1923

1939 – 1945

PAN-European

European Identity

1946

1948

1950

1950

1951

1954

1949
1958

1958

The European Flag(s)

1963

Eurocommunism

European Anthem - Ode of Joy

1971

1972

1973

1977

1979

A people’s Europe

1961

1981

New Directions

1985

1985

1985

1985

1986

1988

1989

1990

1990

1991

1992

1992

1993

1993

1994

1994

1995

1995

1998

1997

1999

1999

2000

2000

2001

2002

2003

2003

2003

2003

2004

2004

2004

2004

2004

2004

2005

The Brand EU

2007

2007

2008

2010

2010

2011

2012

2012

2014

2015

2015

2015

2015

2016

2018

2018

2018

2019

2019

Leaving the European Union
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Strasbourg
EU parlement

Frankfurt
Central BankLuxembourg City

Secretariat of the European Parliament, 
Court of Justice, Court of Auditors

EU Citizens

Elect

The European Parliament

Brussel
Commission, Council of Ministers
European Council, parliament

Part of the EU: Belgium, Danmakr, Germany, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Hungaria, Italy, Lithuania, 
Liechtenstein, Letland, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Czechia
non-Part of the EU: Norway, Swiss, Iceland   

 41 // European United Left–Nordic Green Left
 Composed of left-wing to far-left members
 Founded 1995

 154 // Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
 The Party of European Socialists
 Founded 1953

 74 // Greens–European Free Alliance
 Primarily of green and regionalist political parties
 Founded 1999

 108 // Renew Europe
 The group is the successor to the Alliance of Liberals 
 and Democrats
 Founded 2019

Current President: David-Maria Sassoli S&D - IT 2019 

 182 // European People's Party 
 Conservative and liberal-conservative member   
 parties
 Founded 1976

 62 // European Conservatives and Reformists
 A Eurosceptic, anti-federalist political group
 Founded: 2009

 73 // Identity and Democracy
 Identity and Democracy is a far-right political group  
 in the European Parliament
 Founded: 2019

 57 // Northern Ireland Conservatives
 Conservatives and Unionists
 Founded: 1989 

The Shengen contract which consitutes the right to travel, work 
and live in other countires without extra speical fomalities. 

Current status

1 Proposals for laws are formulated by 
the European Commision (consists of 
Foreign Ministers) and checked by the 
National Parliaments. 

European 
Commission1 

Decisions of the 
European Council2 

Check*

2 The European Council is in charge of 
the political agenda and decided on 
the urgency of the topics. 

* The European Parliament is elected 
by the European citizens. They check 
both the European Council and the 
European Commision. Unfortunately 
their impact is very minimal.

Schengen

Timeline European Union
SOMEONE

SOMEWHERE
A Narrative of the European Union,
A Home for so many Differences

Timeline EU

Growth of the EU
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Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
Route along the Main: 272 km

Total length Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km
Route along the Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km

Total Length Danube: 2850 km
Route along the Danube: 1931 km

Date
12/11/2019

Graduation Studio
Explore Lab 

Students
Sophie van Riel
Willie Vogel
Italo de Vroom

1.000.000 > (metropolis)
high density

100.000 - 1.000.000 (medium/large city)
medium density

< 10.000 (town)
low density

10.000 tot 100.000 (large town)
 medium-low density

0 100 km

SOMEONE // SOMEWHERE
a Narrative of the European Union

a Home for so many Differences
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FIELD RESEARCH
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THE VAN

OUR HOME FOR 5 WEEKS
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ISSUE DE SECOURS
EXPLORING OUTSIDE THE INSTITUTE
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CONDUCTING RESEARCH
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ROADMAP

PEOPLE, ACTION, SETTING
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CHARACTERS

OVERVIEW



This little old man, wearing an Ottoman hat and a Habsburg suit under his 
communist coat, seems to fit all the seasons he has had to bear. He likes to 
walk in his old Habsburg neighbourhood, thinking about the business the 
Ottoman sunrays once contained. When he takes a seat in one of just two 
coffeeshops he looks through the window and watches a few luxurious cars 
drive by. He has difficulties with the manners of the people driving these cars.
On other days he takes his book and will settle himself on a bench outside. 
The grey concrete blocks that surround him take on a repetition and vanish to 
the back of his mind. He knows that the younger generation have difficulties
connecting to him. Because he is not youthful anymore, with his broken 
bloodstreams and weak organs.

16

CHARACTER
GIURGIU



Beilngries is a well feed cheerful lady. She is dressed in a pastel coloured 
dress and is well-off. She is not an active type of lady, but enjoys the comfort 
of neatness6 and the presence of acquaintances. She is surrounded by her 
green hills, which her family and summer tourists enjoy. She loves to have 
her children stay nearby and that her family is not interested in people from 
abroad. As long as her husband also stays nearby, she believes that her family 
awaits a comfortable and familiar future.
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CHARACTER

BEILNGRIES



Once he was an actor with a superstar status. With this high status came 
the influence of the industry that wanted him to change role. Even under 
communism he made a good impression, his style of play is still very visible. 
His current role is as head of state and he has to perform a new kind of 
show. However, the main story writers do not really know what to do with 
him. It is sad to see him impacted by the paralysis of freedom. Currently, he 
wants to be natural and fresh, just as his former rival Buda is trying to do. 
Working together with the main actors around could benefit him in the future. 
Therefore, he must put aside his history, start afresh, and look to what being 
part of the EU, having open borders and funds for cooperation can bring.
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CHARACTER

BRATISLAVA
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How can we generate a place, which is related to different 
scales (the 18 moorings / EU), related to multiple actors and 

their stories, in which one can feel at home?

MAIN FINDINGS
OVERVIEW
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RESEARCH SUMMARY

Atlas Research Diagram



Activity People

Aesthetics Connectivity

++
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DAILY ROUTINE

EMPHASIZING ROOTS

FEELING AT HOME

Local Setting



changehabit

daily routine 

potentiality
space for change
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DAILY ROUTINE

SPACE FOR CHANGE



rumta via - breaking open a way through a 
territory and finding one’s way, understanding 
the environment much better. 

changehabit

daily routine 

potentiality
space for change
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ROOTS AND ROUTES
DAILY ROUTINE AND ITS POTENTIALITIES



24

North Sea

Black Sea
--

-

-

-

+ +

+

+

-

Belogradchik

Bucharest

Sofia

Osijek

+

Dordrecht Nijmegen

Cologne

Passau

Budapest

Mogyorod

Vidin
Ruse

Zaltbommel

Novi Sad

Belgrade

Zagreb

Giurgiu

Galati

Kaub

Vukovar

Frankfurt am Main

Beilngries

Komárno

Vienna

Bratislava

Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
Route along the Main: 272 km

Total length Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km
Route along the Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km

Total Length Danube: 2850 km
Route along the Danube: 1931 km

Date
20/01/2019

Graduation Studio
Explore Lab 

Students
Sophie van Riel
Willie Vogel
Italo de Vroom

1.000.000 > (metropolis)
high density

100.000 - 1.000.000 (medium/large city)
medium density

< 10.000 (town)
low density

10.000 tot 100.000 (large town)
 medium-low density

0 100 km

communist architecture

capitalist architecture

historical town

industry / abandoned industry

city: growing / magnet / shrinking

mass tourism / tourism

+ -

Communism

Capitalism

House of Habsburg

Golden age

People Infrastructure
Incomplete

Intermediate

Complete
ActivityAesthetics

City findings. Materials. Political Forces. Landscape. Home.Route.Population City.

glass

bricks

plaster

concrete

natural stone

vernecular architecture

relevant harbour

trade city / corruption

national / european / global

university city

capital

international centre

production landscape

forests/nature park

delta

Holy Roman Empire

Yugoslav Wars

Ottoman Empire

Hanseatic League

SOMEONE // SOMEWHERE
a Narrative of the European Union

a Home for so many Differences

KEY FINDINGS

OVERVIEW
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FROM RESEARCH TO DESIGN



ROUTES & MOORINGS

OVERVIEW
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Design Concept
19 TOPIAS (18 PAVILIONS AND 1 SHIP)
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TANGIBILITY
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19 TOPIAS

18 PAVILIONS AND 1 SHIP

Etymology
[GREEK TOPOS, PLACE.]

A PLACE WITH SPECIFIED CHARACTERISTICS.

Suffix 
[-TOPIA]    

PARADISE. 
(BY EXTENSION) ANY GEOGRAPHIC REGION.
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A LIGHT ROOFED STRUCTURE USED AS A SHELTER IN A PUBLIC PLACE. 
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH LEISURE

18 PAVILIONS 
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1 SHIP

CONNECTOR BETWEEN THE PAVILIONS

Source: http://stockcargo.eu/waterways-barge-transport/
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Reading room

Table for discussion

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

Limited storage space needed

Activity: expo

Dining table

People: Cooking

much storage space needed

Aesthetics: workshop banks > testing materials

Kitchen

Storage area

Connectivity: scooter through the boat

Reading room

Table for discussion

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

FLOATING -TOPIA
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DESIGN CONCEPT

DIAGRAM



ROUTES & MOORINGS

OVERVIEW
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Architect as Organiser
DESIGN METHOD 18 TOPIA PAVILIONS



Shape Colour Door Handle & Material Light Location
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5 TOOLS

OVERVIEW
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SHAPE

OVERVIEW

Dordrecht

Beilngries

Vienna

Zaltbommel

Passau

Novi Sad

Nijmegen

Vienna

Vidin

Cologne

Bratislava

Ruse

Kaub

Komárno

Giurgiu

Frankfurt am Main

Budapest

GalatiGalati
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Dordrecht

Beilngries

Zaltbommel

Passau

Novi Sad

Nijmegen

Vienna

Vidin

Cologne

Bratislava

Ruse

Kaub

Komárno

Giurgiu

Frankfurt am Main

Budapest

GalatiGalati

COLOUR
OVERVIEW

Dordrecht
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Dordrecht

Beilngries

Zaltbommel

Passau

Novi Sad

Nijmegen

Vienna

Vidin

Cologne

Bratislava

Ruse

Kaub

Komárno

Giurgiu

Frankfurt am Main

Budapest

GalatiGalati

DOOR HANDLE AND MATERIAL
OVERVIEW

Vienna
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LIGHT
OVERVIEW

Dordrecht

Beilngries

Vukovar

Zaltbommel

Passau

Novi Sad

Nijmegen

Vienna

Vidin

Cologne

Bratislava

Ruse

Kaub

Komárno

Giurgiu

Frankfurt am Main

Budapest

Galati

Vienna
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LOCATION
CONNECTED TO RIVER (ROUTE)



ROUTES & MOORINGS

OVERVIEW

41
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DESIGN ROADMAP

OVERVIEW

Moving across the countries surfaces we noticed how 
different the sun hits the places. Going further south and 
more east the light vibrated differently through the streets. In 
order to express the locality of the places in our architectural 
designs, we discussed for each of the 18 towns/cities 
the right light raid. Light can set up an atmosphere. It is 
mysterious, captures emotions and generates energy. The 
local lights are translated in our designs by the positioning of 
the (window) openings. 

Architecture is always situated within a large pattern of 
streets and building blocks which together form a coherent 
piece. In our research, we read and describe the city fabric in 
multiple ways. In these aerial views the surrounding streets 
and buildings of our design locations are highlighted. The 
sketches show the first glimpse of the design proposals in 
the existing fabrics.

The following images display analyses of the visited cities/
town. In our designs we use elements - articulation points - 
to highlight and connect the surroundings to our architectural 
designs. Introducing a sequence of elements in the built 
environment is a powerful tool to strengthen a sense of 
place. The analyses help to understand where to position 
these elements and to grasp the place quickly.

For every city we propose a pavilion. These drawings illustrate 
the first sketches of the pavilion’s floor plans. The plan is 
always designed around a large table (4 meter in diameter). 
The table evokes interaction between the users.

To capture the character/spirit of the places in shape we 
moulded 18 models. The shapes take many different forms 
and translate our view on the towns/cities freely - they are 
an interpretation of the characteristics we discovered during 
our field research. 

ANALYSIS

DESIGN - FLOOR PLAN

DESIGN - SECTION

SHAPE

LIGHT

PLACE

- -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCESEQUENCESEQUENCE

LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT

SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE

PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE

FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN

SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION

The initial sections of the 18 pavilions are presented in this 
set of drawings. These sketches incorporate an indication 
of the building volume and the light of every specific place.

- - - - - - -
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Moving across the countries surfaces we noticed how 
different the sun hits the places. Going further south and 
more east the light vibrated differently through the streets. In 
order to express the locality of the places in our architectural 
designs, we discussed for each of the 18 towns/cities 
the right light raid. Light can set up an atmosphere. It is 
mysterious, captures emotions and generates energy. The 
local lights are translated in our designs by the positioning of 
the (window) openings. 

Architecture is always situated within a large pattern of 
streets and building blocks which together form a coherent 
piece. In our research, we read and describe the city fabric in 
multiple ways. In these aerial views the surrounding streets 
and buildings of our design locations are highlighted. The 
sketches show the first glimpse of the design proposals in 
the existing fabrics.

The following images display analyses of the visited cities/
town. In our designs we use elements - articulation points - 
to highlight and connect the surroundings to our architectural 
designs. Introducing a sequence of elements in the built 
environment is a powerful tool to strengthen a sense of 
place. The analyses help to understand where to position 
these elements and to grasp the place quickly.

For every city we propose a pavilion. These drawings illustrate 
the first sketches of the pavilion’s floor plans. The plan is 
always designed around a large table (4 meter in diameter). 
The table evokes interaction between the users.

To capture the character/spirit of the places in shape we 
moulded 18 models. The shapes take many different forms 
and translate our view on the towns/cities freely - they are 
an interpretation of the characteristics we discovered during 
our field research. 

ANALYSIS

DESIGN - FLOOR PLAN

DESIGN - SECTION

SHAPE

LIGHT

PLACE

- -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -
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SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCE SEQUENCESEQUENCESEQUENCE

LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT LIGHT

SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE SHAPE

PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE PLACE

FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN FLOORPLAN

SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION SECTION

The initial sections of the 18 pavilions are presented in this 
set of drawings. These sketches incorporate an indication 
of the building volume and the light of every specific place.

- - - - - - -
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Architect as Builder of 
Engaging Constructions

6 PAVILIONS



Jetty // Framing
Fabrics
Base // Table

44

REPEATING ELEMENTS OF DESIGN
ROOTS ALONG A ROUTE
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JETTY // FRAMING

RIVER
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FABRICS

Source: https://officinamacedonia.com/post/23633564248/carlo-scarpa-antonello-da-messina
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BASE AND TABLE
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TABLE 1:2
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Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
Route along the Main: 272 km

Total length Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km
Route along the Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km

Total Length Danube: 2850 km
Route along the Danube: 1931 km

Date
12/11/2019

Graduation Studio
Explore Lab 

Students
Sophie van Riel
Willie Vogel
Italo de Vroom

1.000.000 > (metropolis)
high density

100.000 - 1.000.000 (medium/large city)
medium density

< 10.000 (town)
low density

10.000 tot 100.000 (large town)
 medium-low density

0 100 km

SOMEONE // SOMEWHERE
a Narrative of the European Union

a Home for so many Differences
EXPLORE OUR COMMON GROUND

6 DESIGNS
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COLOGNE

// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest
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// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest

FRANKFURT AM MAIN
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// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest

VIENNA



BUDAPEST
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// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest



RUSE
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// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest



GALATI
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// CologneMain designer: Sophiel

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest
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PICK OUR NEXT DESTINATION!

// CologneMain designer: Sophie

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest

END
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Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
Route along the Main: 272 km

Total length Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km
Route along the Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km

Total Length Danube: 2850 km
Route along the Danube: 1931 km

Date
12/11/2019

Graduation Studio
Explore Lab 

Students
Sophie van Riel
Willie Vogel
Italo de Vroom

1.000.000 > (metropolis)
high density

100.000 - 1.000.000 (medium/large city)
medium density

< 10.000 (town)
low density

10.000 tot 100.000 (large town)
 medium-low density

0 100 km

SOMEONE // SOMEWHERE
a Narrative of the European Union

a Home for so many Differences
GOOD CHOICE!

COLOGNE
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NETWORK MAP
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WHERE CITY AND INDUSTRY MEET
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WIDE SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW LOCATION
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SHAPE
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COLOUR AND MATERIAL
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BUILDING VOLUMES
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LINKING POLLER WIESEN, PAVILION AND INDUSTRY



TOPIA PAVILION COLOGNE

South

North

Average temp:
Highs 24° C 
Lows 1° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Cologne
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WORKSHOP



TOPIA PAVILION COLOGNE

South

North

Average temp:
Highs 24° C 
Lows 1° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Cologne
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TOPIA CHAMBER
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Roof detail 1:10A

A

Crane detail 1:10B

B

Window detail 1:10C

C

Light
The natural lighting plan of this pavilion is based 
on our personal experience of the city. When 
walking across the city it appeared that little sun 
light was oozing through the tight streets. The 
skylight and lowered ceiling create a vertical light 
beam, mimicking the light we experienced. 

Building volume
The symmetric shape and the stark contrast 
between the larger left/right and middle volumes 
are mirroring the blocky shapes and straight 
streets of the city. 

Raked stucco wall 
The interior walls are finished with raked stucco, 
following the same rhythm as the natural facade 
caldding.

Workshop
The workshop is in direct dialogue with the 
industry prone to the city. The crane which sticks 
through the space offers the opportunity to carry 
goods from the metal workshop for people to 
work with. 

Tapestry
The tapestry on the walls is made from dyed 
woold. The sounds of the people will muffle due 
to the fabrics that surround them. Fabrics that 
some will recognize and other just appreciate 
due to its colourful appearance, colours that 
not only reflect the direct surroundings, but the 
landscapes of a bigger whole.

Doors
To increase the direct light the doors are made of 
a steel frame and glass. The window boxes are 
designed in weathered steel to highlight the view 
to the river, creating a more direct visual 
connection with this important natural element.

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Foundation
Quiet some time before the pavilion is 
constructed the foundation will be poured. As 
such, it can already be used as a place. By 
adding a red pigment, the foundation becomes 
clearly visible in the public sphere. 
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Hallway
The hallway provides space for a 
restroom where brushes and 
hands can be washed after a day 
work. 

Facade
The natural stone of the façade cladding is quarried at 
35 km distance (BGS-Vitar). The colours of the stones - 
reddish, greyish, purplish – echo the colours of the city 
centre.

P = 7000 mm

P = 200 mm

P = 3000 mm

workshop 70 m2

Hallway 18 m2

Topia chamber 70 m2

Technical room 10 m2

7000 mm

aluminium roof trim

safety glass
skylight system (Reference - Koepellux)

metal flashing
aerated concrete
rapid cure mortar 

trimmer beam,  plasterboard with stucco

rapid cure mortar, aerated concrete, 
water-repellent and vapor barrier

sedum mats, substrate, drainage layer, water-repellent and vapor barrier,
hollow core slab 300mm, plasterboard with stucco

elastic and airtight connection, spring anchor

20040100

sloping eave

6mm corten steel external window box

dry-stacked natural stone 
(origin: BGS-Bergische Grauwacke Steinbruch 

Betriebsgesellschaft mbH),
Fixbrick connectors attached to wooden framework

metal flashing, aerated concrete lintel

Water-resistant and airtight membrane,
stacked inner cavity wall (aerated concrete), 

worked stucco (raked)

steel frame of external crane, rubber seal

200 5040100150

200 5040100150

outward opening door (Reference - Janisol)

Steel frame

elastic and airtight connection, spring anchor

C O L O G N E
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// CologneMain designer: Sophie

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie
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HIGH-RISE
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EUROPA VIERTEL
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KONSTABLERWACHE
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UNTERMAINBRÜCKE
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COLOUR AND MATERIAL
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ENTRANCE



Technical Room 9 m2

Ventilation unit
230*100*120 cm
10 min to warm 1000m392

2 VIEWS
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NON WATCHTOWER
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LANTERN



Technical Room 9 m2

Ventilation unit
230*100*120 cm
10 min to warm 1000m3

South

North

Temperature
Highs 26° C 
Lows 0° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Frankfurt

Rainfall between 40 and 70 mm/m
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TOPIA PAVILION FRANKFURT



28 m

7m

14,5 m

3 m2.5 m3 m2.5 m3 m

8 m

7m
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LIGHT



Technical Room 9 m2

Ventilation unit
230*100*120 cm
10 min to warm 1000m3

South

North

Temperature
Highs 26° C 
Lows 0° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Frankfurt

Rainfall between 40 and 70 mm/m

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Transition space
Just like in the tower, this end is not direct magni-
ficent views over the city. Rather, the view is poin-
ted at the garden/park at the back of the building. 
The garden contains besides a big beech tree, 
the crocuses and hyacinths during spring and 
Jasmin during early summer. 
A weather steal gutter collects all the water from 
the sedum roof in the garden and brings it, just 
like the principle in the garden back to the Main.

Light
At night or in dark weather, the top of the tower 
can be lit in different colours. It would function as 
a lighthouse – marking a place  for new directi-
ons. 

Light & Roof
Under the hollow core slabs a frame of lightning 
is hang. Made in recycled copper, they fit with the 
weathered steel and give a warm feel to the big 
room to the contrasting concrete and polycarbo-
nate. The ceiling is not covered so the slabs are 
clearly visible, while from the outside they are 
covered with a little sedum roof.    

Doors
The big doors - facing south - open up to the 
river and make a visual connection to the water 
front
Furthermore, the doors are situated in such a 
matter that they construct the light we envisioned 
for Frankfurt - coming from all directions due to 
the big building blocks.

Cover
The cover of the top room is made from a poly-
carbonate (a light weight material from recycled 
plastic) which is hold by a light blue construction. 
Between all the high-rise of Frankfurt, a different 
kind of tower has risen. This one, while reaching 
to the sky, is opening up and lets the natural 
elements be part of the interior space. In the roof 
of the tower, a hole of 2*2 m is open and slightly 
tilted inwards. Rain drops will slight and form a 
waterfall of 16 meters.

Tapestry
The tapestry on the walls is made from dyed 
woold. The sounds of the people will muffle due 
to the fabrics that surround them. Fabrics that 
some will recognize and other just appreciate 
due to its colourful appearance, colours that 
not only reflect the direct surroundings, but the 
landscapes of a bigger whole.

Foundation
Quiet some time before the pavilion is 
constructed the foundation will be poured. As 
such, it can already be used as a place. By 
adding a red pigment, the foundation becomes 
clearly visible in the public sphere. 
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Window frame
Reinforced concrete slap
with 40cm upstand beam

Oiled oak wooden seating

LED light strip
in concrete seating

LED light strip
in concrete base
Insitu concrete slabs 200 mm
Concrete/Stone wall 500mm
with reinforcement

Prefab concrete bench

All the water that falls down is directed 
via the gravel garden to a stream 
directed towards the Mainz. A square 
hole is made in the wall. The drainage 
is made in a stone gutter.

2° 2°

Up here the direction is not 
directed towards the city, but 
towards the sky. Closed off by 
the white translucent material 
one is invited to sit on the 
German oak wood benches and 
see each other or clouds 
passing by.

The Kissing Element 
The kissing element is a thin bridge 
provided with gravel and a delicate, 
simple railing

The Untermain Brucke 
Made from big red sandstone blocks  and 
one of the first major bridges crossing
the Mainz. It offers a magnificent view on 
the financial business district of Frankfurt. 
This view let to the shape we moulded for 
Frankfurt: high and rectangular. 

9 Solar panels
310 Wp
1665*1002*35 mm
Connected to city net

Ventilation unit
230*100*120 cm
10 min to warm 1000m3

natural ventilation incorported in the 
taats doors 
4 strips of 200*10 cm

2000 m14 000 mm1000 mm1000 mm 6000 mm

P = 200 mm

P = 2800 mm

P = 4800 m m

P = 13600 mm

P = 16800 mm

Detail wall construction 1:10B

B

Door detail 1:10C

C

Pivot door 1:10D

D

Roof detail 1:10E

E

Detail polycarbonate top 1:10A

A

non-watchtower  43 m2

-Topia chamber  100 m2

Technical room 9 m2

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

weathered steel sheet 2mm 

Concrete wall
of the tower

poured in situ 
earthly red.

Pivot doors
detail Jansen

ceramic fibre

concrete mix with 
much local sand

Hole for railing
placed in situe

Concrete lintel

Reinforcement

500 mm

weathered steel 
sliding doors
detail Jansen

polycarbonate
4mm

weathered steel
sliding doors

Roof edge
weathered steel 

hollow core slab
200 mm 

poured in situ concrete rails replaced 
wooden beams

substrate
water collecting
vapor barrier 
drainage
water proofing layer
hollow core slabs
 coping

copper

slope 2°

20
0 

m
m

 1
00

 m
m

 
10

0m
m

 

water proofing layerSilikon

200 mm

Clamping strip

Extra Wide Slim Aluminium LED Profile for LED Strip
Mounting Clips (44.8mm x 11.3mm) for 37mm insert

Polycarbonate
40mm

Steel column 250*250  

Polycarbonate 40mm

Steel column 
250*250  

Steel column 
IPE300

aluminium sill

Sill

200 mm

2°

2.

3.

Polycarbonate
40mm

TOPIA PAVILION FRANKFURT
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Main designer: Sophie
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Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati
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DANUBE AND OUTLIERS OF THE ALPS
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SKYLINE VIENNA
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GRANDIOSE ARCHITECTURE

Wiener Staatsoper, 1869Michaelerplatz, 1792
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CONDUCTING RESEARCH AT CHRISTIAN-BRODA-PLATZ



106

SPOILED STREETSCAPES, MARIAHILFER STRABE
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DESIGN LOCATION
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FORMER WATER LOCKS
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SHAPE AND MATERIAL
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ISSUE de SECOURS

1 meter

Gevel 1:20
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TOPIA PAVILION VIENNA
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LIGHT
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TOPIA CHAMBER



PERFORMANCE AREA
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ISSUE de SECOURS

117

GARDEN



ROUTES & MOORINGS

OVERVIEW

ISSUE de SECOURS

1 meter

Gevel 1:20

Copper roof sheeting
Bottom construction, wood 75 mm
Waterproof foil, vapour permeable
LIGNOTREND wood hollow core slab 145 mm
Acoustic ceiling, wood 50 mm

Copper roof sheeting
Drip edge
Gutter, copper
Structure mat
Waterproof foil
LIGNOTREND wood hollow core slab 145 
mm
Acoustic ceiling, wood 50 mm

Performance area 95m2-Topia Chamber 95m2

Balcony 28m2

Dressing room 17m2

Techical room 15m2

Garden 207m2

Aluminium cap
Insulated glass
Wood beam 250 x 100 
Lowered ceiling construction
Velum ceiling, detachable

MOEDING ALPHATON ceramic façade 60 mm
MOEDING L2 lattice 30 mm
Foil waterproof, vapour permeable
CLT 320 mm

Copper door

Window sill 350 mm

Gravel

Tribune 70 seats

Skylight
The light falls from far above on both ends of the 
building. We think it creates a mood in the 
pavillion that reflects the typical atmoshpere of 
Vienna’s streetscape where high appartament 
blocks are placed in close lines to eachother. 
The lowered ceiling is inspired by the skylight of 
the Amalienbad in Vienna. 

CLT
The walls are made from cross laminated timber. 
This building material is made locally from 
Austrian timber. It functions as the structure of 
the pavillion and creates a warm atmosphere in 
the interior as well. On the exterior the walls are 
protected against the weather with a shell of 
white glazed teracotta panels. The panels create 
a waving pattern on the facade refering to a 
dress, or the curtains of a theater.

Garden
This garden is regarded as the 4th room of this 
pavillion, since it can only be reached trough the 
pavillion. It is located on the far end of the 
Kaiserbadschleuse where it overlooks the 
Donaucanal. It is a perfect place to watch a ship 
pass by.

Doorhandle
Inspired by a music note, this copper doorhandle 
sets the tone when entering the -Topia pavillion

Curtains
Curtains are used to subdivide the space. The 
configurations can vary from a small meeting 
around the table, a theater play inside or a bigger 
show performed towards the outdoors. 
Furthermore the curtains add to the accousics of 
the space. The colours of the curtains bring the 
outside landscape to the indoors, creating a 
connection to a bigger whole.

Windows
These talls windows give outsiders a glimpse of 
what happens inside. From the inside, being able 
to overlook the Danube from one’s seat is a 
luxury. In adittion the windows are deep enough 
to sit in it.

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Foundation
Quiet some time before the pavilion is 
constructed the foundation will be poured. As 
such, it can already be used as a place. By 
adding a red pigment, the foundation becomes 
clearly visible in the public sphere. 
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Vertical roof detail 1:10

Translucent foil
detachable

Steel I-pro�le
IPE 330

Wooden beam (250 x 100 mm)

Single lock standing seam

Bottom construction, rough 
spruce, 22 x 100 mm with 10 mm 
spacing

Pre-bend trusses with space for 
ventilation

Waterproof, vapour 
permeable film

LIGNIOTREND
Wooden hollow core slab, 143 mm
Sound insulation, perforated wood, 60 mm

Semi-translucent foil
detachable

Aluminium clickprofile

Insulated glass

Aluminium cap (50 x 75 mm)

Structure mat VAPOZINC

Cleat glavanised steal
profile perfozink

Flashing

Aluminium corner strip (15 x 30 mm)

L-pro�le

Metal stud

CLT 320 mm
MOEDING L2 lattice 30 mm
MOEDING ALPHATON ceramic 
facade 60 mm

Hardwood window frame 67 mm

Hardwood side jamb

Spring

Sash angle

L2 HF M-holder

L2 HF U-holder
Cambered aluminium

Insulated glass window

Aluminium window sill

L2 staple

Horizontal facade detail 1:10

7

B

B

A

P = 8866 mm

P = 3565 mm

P = 14128 mm

V I E N N A
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SLIDING DOORS
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PERFORMANCE OUTSIDE
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Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
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JOURNEY



125

MORPHOLOGY MAP



126

KOSSUTH LAJOS TER
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CIVIC REPRESENTATION
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW LOCATION
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW LOCATION

ANTICIPATING A FUTURE WITH NO TRAFFIC
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SHAPE



132 South

North

Average temp.
Highs 28° C 
Lows -2° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Budapest

TOPIA PAVILION BUDAPEST
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COLOUR AND MATERIAL
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REFLECTION // GLOWING

POLYCARBONATE



ROUTES & MOORINGS

OVERVIEW
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STAIRS



136

LIGHT
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TRIBUNE
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TOPIA CHAMBER
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ISSUE de SECOURS

dwgmodels.com

Location 
Facing south-east, amidst the blue water of the 
Danube, the pavilion sways along with the move-
ment of the passing ships. Strengthening the link 
between city and water, the pavilion introduces a 
new place that invites visitors to enjoy and expe-
rience views over the landscape and this popular 
and familiar bridge.

Vertical sliding door
The vertical sliding door is carried by rear steal 
beams which are attached/resting on the steel 
construction. If the door is lifted people can enjoy 
the view over the Danube from the tribune or the 
sun deck can be transformed in a stage. 

Facade
The pavilion is made up of 1 volume, constructed 
of a steel frame and translucent polycarbonate 
curtain walls (colour opal). The quality of polycar-
bonate is that it reflects the colours of its 
surroundings and echoes the movement of the 
city, water and sky while at the same time being 
unconventional to the existing architecture. At 
night the translucent volume offers an option of 
glowing, and insofar, the pavilion becomes a 
small landmark for the area.

Bridge
The Liberty Bridge has a long civic history and 
has currently a central role in the usage of public 
space in Budapest. In the summer of 2016, the 
bridge was opened only to pedestrians due to 
renovations, and became an extremely popular 
hangout spot.  It became a hub of activity, from 
open-air picnics to parties. Since this event, the 
bridge is opened for pedestrians only for 4 week-
ends every summer. Currently the municipalities 
are considering plans to close the bridge com-
pletely to traffic.  

Tapestry
The tapestry on the walls is made from dyed 
woold. The sounds of the people will muffle due 
to the fabrics that surround them. Fabrics that 
some will recognize and other just appreciate 
due to its colourful appearance, colours that 
not only reflect the direct surroundings, but the 
landscapes of a bigger whole.

Hinged walkway
The walkway is attached to the Liberty Bridge by 
a pinned connection so it can hinge if the water 
level is fluctuating. 

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Foundation
Before the pavilion is constructed the foundation 
will be poured first. By adding a red pigment, the 
foundation becomes clearly visible in the public 
sphere. Before the pavilion is constructed the 
foundation can already be used as a place. In this 
specific pavilion the foundation floats and will be 
moved from the quay side to the pilar of the 
Liberty Bridge.
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7000 mm 17500 mm

2

3

1

P = 10000 mm

P = 17500 mm

P = -1800 mm

P = 2500 mm

P = 00 mm

P = -1500 mm

6000 mm

Tribune 30 seats

-Topia chamber 80 m2 

Sun deck 40 m2

Construction
space for counterweight, trimming on location

Technical room 10 m2 

10080

Polycarbonate panel

U connector (framework)

AirPT frame (reference - Danpalon)

Water removal (reference - Danpalon)

Facade detail 1:10A

A

hollow core slab 150 mm, polymer concrete 110 mm, 
top layer of natural cement

Flashing

Aluminum closure

Connector fixation in accordance with support

150

110

Facade-floor detail 1:10B

B

B U D A P E S T



140

PICK OUR NEXT DESTINATION!

// CologneMain designer: Sophie

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest

END
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NETWORK MAP
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PLACE FOR THE NIGHT
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INDUSTRY
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OUTSKIRTS
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CONCRETE APPARTMENT BLOCKS
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DANUV HOTEL
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GREEN BELT
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CITY CENTRE
“LITLLE VIENNA“
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SOVIET ARCHITECTURE
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW LOCATION



I

VI

VII

VIII

VIIII

X
XI XII

II
III

IV

V

VI

PERSPECTIVE TOPIA PAVILION RUSE



154

COLOUR AND MATERIAL
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SHAPE AND FLOORPLAN
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LIGHT
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DOOR HANDLE
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TOPIA CHAMBER
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P = 6000mm

Details

sewage lit

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Workshop
this transition space is a workshop where 
especially tests with paint can be done as we see 
the painting industry in Ruse to be revitalized and 
do justice to it’s second name
The walls in this room are test walls that offer a 
place  for experimentation

Material 
Big sandstone blocks from 50*50 up to 200*50 
cm, sourced in the south west of Bulgaria are 
stacked as a massive wall from 20 meters. The 
material is durable and gives the place a weighted 
a appearance. The double layered sandstone 
blocks thermal heat during winter cool during 
summer due to mass.
Inside the stones have a smooth surface while 
outside they have  a more rough appearance.

Ceiling
the roof is made from prestreched insitue casted 
concrete (formwork still visilble).the shape creates 
a rolling light dispursiont

Copper door
colours and ages nicely with the yellowish 
sandstone wall
with copper doorhandle which refers to our feeling  
of hte city  and to the city  of Vienna as this town 
has been called ‘Little Vienna’

Niches
big enough for two people to sit answering the 
former trainstation on the other side and offering an 
appropriable and  friendly suggestion 

Curtains
The curtains are made from dyed linen. The 
sounds of the people will muffle due to the fabrics 
that surround them. Fabrics that some will 
recognize and other just appreciate due to its 
colourful appearance, colours that not only 
reflect the direct surroundings, but the 
landscapes of a bigger whole.

Foundation
Quiet some time before the pavilion is 
constructed the foundation will be poured. As 
such, it can already be used as a place. By 
adding a red pigment, the foundation becomes 
clearly visible in the public sphere. 
The shape forms a pointy little square in front of the 
pavillion. The shape of the base is related to  the 
feeling we experienced during  our visit - harsh and 
sharp outkirts and a round and soft inside.
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Roof Detail
To protect the roof from climatical influences a little layer of sedum 
has been added. Furthermore, the green will complimenting the 
green area’s spread around the riverside. 

Gutter3

Reinforced Prestreched Concrete Roof
Dilatatie spacing
Sandstone 500*500mm
(dry stacked)

foldable door
incorporated ventilation

P = 6150 mm

P = 400 mm

P = 3900 mm

P = 900 mm

Concrete In Situ Base
(no finishing layer)

2°
2°

Placard
refering to the other
18 -Topia Pavilions

Giurgiu
Town in Romania. Not often visited by people 
from Ruse, but known for it’s factories as these
pollute the air. Difficult to come there because 
there is only one single car road. 

3 Solar panels
310 Wp
1665*1002*35 mm
Connected to city net

Lights2

Directed to ceiling and 
floor. Wired attached to 
reinforcement concrete

Lilacs
Purple fragrant flowers 
during spring and 
usable for fabric paint. 

Sundail
approaching the building time becomes 
more attuned to the daily routine. 
Indicated by the sun a universal rhythm 
is haning like a sign post.

Bulgarian Oak tree
offering shade and a nice colour pallet with the 
yellowish sandstone and earthly red base

Old trainstation
currently a restaurant in bright 
yellow and an arcade facing 
the water. Ruse was one of the 
major port cities and rich in 
baroque architecture. Due to a 
shift in industry many attributes 
are not in use anymore. 

Sink
connected to city 
waternetwork/incorporated 
sedimentation  tank (paint residue)

1000 mm5000 mm1000 mm13000 mm

Workshop 80 m2 Square 80 m2-Topia Chamber 120 m2
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substrate
water collecting
vapor barrier 
drainage
water proofing layerr
prestressed flat concrete slab

gravel

220 mm
slope 2°

coping
copper weathering steel

35
0 

m
m

 

sealing compound
leaf profile 500*500mm. stainless steel
insulating glass, steel column

fastening stud

leaf profile 500*500mm, stainless steel

leaf profile 500*500mm, stainless steel

insulating glass Uf > 2,5 W/m2K,
steel column

insulating glass, sill

manually folding doors
per 3 panels

leaf profile 500*500mm
stainless steel

manually folding doors
per 3 panels

insulating glass Uf > 2,5 W/m2K
steel column

slope 2° P = 600 mm

Section details folding doors - opening inwards Facade fragment 1:10Roof detail 1:10

P = 4100 mm

sewage lit

drainage conductor
copper 

sedum roof
copping
prestreched in situ concrete 

drainage conductor
within sandstone

A

A

B

B

C

C
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PICK OUR NEXT DESTINATION!

// CologneMain designer: Sophie

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest
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Route along the Rhine: 401 km
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Route along the Rhine–Main–
Danube Canal: 171 km

Total Length Danube: 2850 km
Route along the Danube: 1931 km

Date
12/11/2019

Graduation Studio
Explore Lab 

Students
Sophie van Riel
Willie Vogel
Italo de Vroom

1.000.000 > (metropolis)
high density

100.000 - 1.000.000 (medium/large city)
medium density

< 10.000 (town)
low density

10.000 tot 100.000 (large town)
 medium-low density

0 100 km

SOMEONE // SOMEWHERE
a Narrative of the European Union

a Home for so many Differences
GOOD CHOICE!

GALATI



163

W

S

45° 26′ N, 28° 2′ E

 E

12,5km

Galati

Braila
Macin

Garcaliu

Jijila

Reni

Romanu

Movila Miresli

Faurei

Cudalbi

Baleni

Liesti

Tudo Vladimirescu

Pechea

Vulcanesti

Cerna

Peceneaga

Luncavita

Niculitel

Brussels
1827 km

Giurgiu
244,78 km

NETWORK MAP



164

BALKAN MOUNTAIN RANGE
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OUTSKIRTS GALATI
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INTERVIEW LILIANA STOICA
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CAMPING AT THE CAR DUMP
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ALEA FALEZA DUNARII
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STEEL SCULPTURES
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TOPIA PAVILION CONSTRUCTED
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FACADES SAMPLES

Atlas: page 216 
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BISERICA FORTIFICATA SFÂNTA PRECISTA, 1647
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LAYERS IN THE FACADE
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PUBLIC EXHIBITION
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Oak wooden cladding, heat treated, donker gelakt, 22mm; 
lathing/rear ventilation, 96mm;
waterproof gypsum plasterboard, 9mm;
timberframe with mineral wool in-between, 100mm;
multiplex board, 9mm

Oak wooden cladding, heat treated, donker 
gelakt, 22mm; 

lathing/rear ventilation, 96mm;
waterproof gypsum plasterboard, 9mm;

timberframe with mineral wool in-between, 
100mm;

multiplex board, 9mm

Sedum mats
Substrate
Drainage layer 
Water-repellent and vapor barrier
Hollow core slab, 1200x300mm
Plasterboard with stucco

Wheatered steel cladding 6mm
Timber frame with mineral wool 
in-between (90mm)
Wheatered steel 6mm 

Wheatered steel cladding 6mm
Timber frame with mineral wool 
in-between (220mm)
Wheatered steel 6mm 

Tapestry, dyed wool 
Frame, varnished wood, 30x30mm

Tapestry, dyed wool 
Frame, varnished wood, 30x30mm

Prefab stairs

Steal lintel

Wheatered steel cladding 6mm
Half brick wall, 115mm
Wheatered steel cladding 6mm
Aerated concrete 100m
EPDM roof cover

Door in aluminium window frame

-Topia Chamber 62m2

Tribune 30 seats

Exhibition space 44m2

Gravel
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aluminium roof trim

Steal lintel

Door in aluminium window frame JANSEN

Single brick wall 240mm

Steal anchor

sedum mats, 
substrate, 
drainage layer, 
water-repellent and vapor barrier,
hollow core slab 300mm,
plasterboard with stucco 

Water from Danube 

Concrete pressure layer

Table
The core of the table is made in solid concrete. 
It is poured together with the foundation of the 
pavillion. Traces can be found in the concrete 
from when the place was not covered yet. 
Because the core of the table is so solid, it 
challenges people to use it in various ways. The 
outer leaves of the table can be moved 
accordingly so that one can also have the 
possibility to sit alone or create a bigger 
meeting. 

Doorhandle
The shape of this copper doorhandle is inspired 
by the ornaments seen on the facades of the 
old  buildings. The shape beholds something of 
an ancient language.

Brick wall
The loadbearing walls are made solely in brick. 
The wall has a thickness of 240mm, which is 
the length of a typical Romanian brick. 
However to express the layeredness of the 
place, and make the wall look more vivid, the 
ordinary brick should be alternated with 
recycled bricks or other left-over stones. In 
addition a white mortar is used.

Waterbassin
The function of this basin is bifold. It cools 
down the floor underneath and creates a 
pleasing projection of the waves on the ceiling 
in the pavilion. The water that flows trough the 
bassin is pumped up straight from the Danube. 
Alert: this water can be smelly in summer.

Public bench
This bench is a prime spot to watch over the 
Danube river and one is even being protected 
against the heatst of the sun! On both ends of 
the bench there is the water drainage of the 
waterbassin. This creates a calming noise. 
When the sliding doors are opened people can 
more easily join inside for a conversation eg.

Parapet
The pavilion is an extension of an existing 
staircase that leads to the Danube. To make 
this idea concrete the walls of the pavilion are 
build on top of the parapet of the former 
staircase.

Tapestry
The tapestry on the walls is made from dyed 
woold. The sounds of the people will muffle due 
to the fabrics that surround them. Fabrics that 
some will recognize and other just appreciate 
due to its colourful appearance, colours that 
not only reflect the direct surroundings, but the 
landscapes of a bigger whole.

Foundation
Quiet some time before the pavilion is 
constructed the foundation will be poured. As 
such, it can already be used as a place. By 
adding a red pigment, the foundation becomes 
clearly visible in the public sphere. 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8

Oak wooden cladding, heat treated, dark 
lacque , 22mm; 

lathing/rear ventilation, 96mm;

Vertical facade detail 1:10 Vertical facade detail 1:10

P = 753 mm

P = 623 mm

P = 1144 mm

P = 13200 mm

P = 15600 mm

P = 900 mm

P = 900 mm

G A L A T I 
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ISSUE

PUBLIC EXHIBITION // GATHERING
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PICK OUR NEXT DESTINATION!

// CologneMain designer: Sophie

Main designer: Sophie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Willie

Main designer: Italo

Main designer: Italo// Ruse // Galati

// Frankfurt am Main // Vienna

// Budapest



Architect as explorer

Architect as organiser

Architect as builder of 
engaging constructions
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Technical Room 9 m2

Ventilation unit
230*100*120 cm
10 min to warm 1000m3
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Temperature
Highs 26° C 
Lows 0° C

Section - Topia Pavilion Frankfurt

Rainfall between 40 and 70 mm/m
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Total length Rhine: 1233 km
Route along the Rhine: 401 km

Total length Main: 525 km
Route along the Main: 272 km
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THE SHIP

source: http://stockcargo.eu/waterways-barge-transport/
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ON BOARD

Reading room

Table for discussion

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

Movable floor

Workshop (activity // aesthetics// connectivity // people)

Kitchen

Limited storage space needed

Activity: expo

Dining table

People: Cooking

much storage space needed

Aesthetics: workshop banks > testing materials

Kitchen

Storage area

Connectivity: scooter through the boat



Architect as explorer

Architect as organizer

Architect as builder of 
engaging constructions
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Vor fünf Jahren angekündigt, werden sie jetzt schon umgesetzt (Achtung, Ironie!) - die Rede ist von den schwimmenden
Gärten am Wiener Donaukanal, die schon als versunken galten. Das Projekt kostet 3,5 Millionen Euro, bringt Holzdecks,
Bepflanzungen, Sitzmöglichkeiten - und eine Eröffnung nach dem Sommer.

„Coole Sitzgelegenheiten“

krone.at

Jetzt kommen die „schwimmenden Gärten“ doch | krone.at https://www.krone.at/2105612
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