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Droixhe social housing ensemble / © Departement de Urbanisme Liege
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site location
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signs of fragmented urban fabric
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Droixhe
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How did post-war (Modernist) urban planning impacted the city’s morphology? How do its design principles relate to Droixhe’s layout?

7

Droixhe
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post-war Liège: between vertical high-rise and horizontal mobility infrastructure
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stand-alone social housing high-rise and public buildings in the city’s core and boulevard urbain along the riverfront
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pre-esisting building demolition and limited access to the riverfront
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Droixhe
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From the High German and Frisian dialects  : “Treisch” and “Dresch”/ 
virgin land, wasteland or even common meadow.
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autonomous ensemble

“un ensemble humain pouvant vivre de manière autonome”
 - EGAU Group
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5 building segments around a public core
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car-centred infrastructure 
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clear functional zoning / fragmented green + public spaces

Le Corbusier, Le poème de 
l’angle droit, Èditions Verve Paris | 
Ex.25/198, 1955, p.69.
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lack of adaptability through rigid spatial layout - deterioration and disrepair
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mismanagement and lack of maintainance accelerated deterioration
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mismanagement and lack of maintainance accelerated deterioration
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remaining social housing blocks: enhanced thermal performance through requalification
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block’s collective areas and surrounsing urban public space - overlooked by requalification
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research question
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What is the lived experience within the functionally determined urban ground level 
within and around the existing social housing blocks in Droixhe?



limited accessibility
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limited accessibility / spatial and visual relationship
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structural and spatial rigidity
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liminal space between the columns and the shrubs - a tight passageway
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boundaries between spaces: shrubs isolating green spaces
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physical boundaries between spaces: static parking borders 
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physical boundaries between spaces: obsolete ramp following basement closure
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living the functionally determined space
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living through the spatial boundaries
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initiative and spatial appropriation
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rising social infrastructure



“We organize workshops designated for people from the neighbourhood. 
We don’t even advertise our events, as they [the residents] are sharing 

amongst each other and come in big groups of interest.”

33



34

research/design question

How can the urban ground level within and around the remaining social housing blocks in 
Droixhe transform into an open, accessible and interconnected environment highlighting active 
human interaction, and adaptably responding to changing spatial and social needs?
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research results - design brief
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research results - design brief

adaptable appropriation of reclaimed parking areas

interrelate isolated spatial elements of the urban ground level

accessible block’s ground floor layout

flexible and adaptable building structures

promoting resident-involving activities happening daily
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Assemblage (Thinking) /

Assemblage thinking focuses on the interaction between the different elements rather than on 
the resultant whole. This reading of assemblage is useful to rethink rigid urban spaces which 
were conceived as rationally finished whole structures. The city as assemblage contrasts with 
the Athens Charter’s concept of the city as a machine where every function is rationally distribut-
ed. 

In contrast, assemblage theory is interested in the process and how different situations emerge 
in the city.

 (McFarlane, 2011a, 206).

assemblage thinking theory
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re:/dis:/assembling framework
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design interventions

pavilion

block’s ground floor

block’s basement

modular pavement
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existing built and urban environment - how we can relate to the existing?
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‘views to the surroundings’ principle
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‘views to the surroundings’ principle
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‘framing the views’ principle
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considerate repetition
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extended social infrastructure

exhibition + cafeteria

workshop

reading + study

community kitchen
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main focus

community kitchen
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location
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ramp in-between isolated spaces
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building organisation
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gable roof structure and relationship to the surrounding
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patio and relationship to the surrounding (blocks)
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patio as a space of transition and initmacy
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reconfiguring fragments from the past / upcycling material fragments
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facade materialisation

Tuile de Liège | © P1 mining & making



upcycled bricks
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facade materialisation



fibre cement panels

upcycled bricks

Tuile de Liège 
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assembling facade
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facade’s interrelationship to the surrounding
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facade’s interrelationship to the surrounding
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precast concrete ring beam glulam frame structure

intensive green roof

timber frame facade panelsinsulated precast flooring 
system panels

CLT glulam skeleton structure
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reconfiguring fragments from the past

CLT glulam skeleton structure

reclaimed IPE steel columns
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limited excavation and faster construction

insulated precast flooring 
system panels
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cantelievering
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intensive green roof
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biodiversity - connecting ecosystems
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ventilation + heating system
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spatial and resource awareness
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water collection
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opening up the block’s ground floor
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opening up the block’s ground floor
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opening up the block’s ground floor
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opening up the block’s ground floor
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office space as a catalyst for interaction and transparent decision-making
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re:connecting ground floor and basement
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modular pavement - hollistic connection
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infrastructure

electricity

non-drinkable water

drinkable water
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plug-in urban furniture to an integrated outlet within the modular pavement

plug-in urban furniture to the pavement



open public space where various human activity and events can emerge
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the pavilion as a connecting element 
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allowing for use of the space in different times of the years
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transparent and secure environment alongside the block’s ground floor
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beyond the urban environment - creating an active community
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THANK YOU!
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