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Abstract

Crowd-mapping is a relatively new field of research, which involves the collection of geographic data by a
crowd of workers. The collection of said data is of great importance for organizations like municipalities,
where it is used for applications such as maintaining streets and greenery. The benefit of crowd-mapping
over traditional mapping methods, where workers physically observe the area, is that it has the potential to
be far more cost-effective and time-efficient. As this should not come at the cost of losing accuracy, research
needs to be done on how to effectively map objects in a city.

Although previous work has focused on mapping urban objects using street-level imagery, they are all
specifically aimed at a single type of object. Furthermore, they do not offer a general method for geo-location
estimation and do not estimate the height of the objects. All of the systems designed in previous work only
support task execution using a web platform. As crowd-mapping is nothing without the crowd, it is important
to keep the workers engaged. No research had been done on how the task execution platform and type of task
could affect the worker engagement and satisfaction.

In this thesis we will design a system for crowd-mapping urban objects using street-level imagery. We
will propose novel methods for geo-location and object height estimation. Experimentation showed that
the proposed geo-location method was able to deliver an accuracy with up to 83% of the estimations being
within 2.5 meters of the ground truth with a mean distance of 1.85 meters. The height estimation showed up
to 85% of the estimations being within 30 centimeters from the ground truth with a mean difference of 15
centimeters. Furthermore, the system supports task execution on three platforms; web, mobile and mobile
virtual reality. We demonstrated the feasibility of executing mapping-, data-enrichment- and verification
tasks on each of these platforms. Experimentation with the different platforms showed that the type of task
and execution platform affects user engagement, cognitive load, satisfaction and execution time.
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Preface

This thesis report contains my findings on the subject of a multi-platform crowd-mapping application for ur-
ban object mapping using street-level imagery. In this thesis I try to answer the question "How can we design
a multi-platform crowd-mapping application for urban object mapping using street-level imagery?". Using
the knowledge gained from previous work and expanding on this work, a design was composed and imple-
mented. This resulted in an crowd-mapping system supporting task execution on mobile, web and mobile
virtual reality. The feasibility of this product was evaluated and demonstrated during a experimentation pe-
riod.

My initial interest for the subject of crowd-mapping was sparked when following the CS4145 Crowd Com-
puting course given by Alessandro Bozzon and Nava Tintarev. As part of the project for this course, my team
and I developed a proof-of-concept crowd-mapping application with gamification elements. When Alessan-
dro made it evident that he had a spot available for further research into the subject I let him know I was
interested and the rest is history.

During this project Sihang Qiu helped me out by providing feedback and answering all my questions almost
instantly after asking them on Slack. He has been a tremendous help and for that I want to thank him. Fur-
thermore I want to thank Alessandro Bozzon for the provided feedback and giving me the opportunity to do
this thesis with him as a supervisor. Finally I would like to thank the thesis committee and the experiment
participants for dedicating their time and helping me out in this project.

Gerard van Alphen
Delft, May 2020
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Introduction

1.1. Motivation

An urban environment is full of objects like trees, trash bins and lamp posts. Gathering data such as geo-
location and height of these objects is of great importance for planning and maintenance purposes for mu-
nicipalities. For example, when conducting maintenance on greenery in a city, a dataset of the location and
type of greenery can be used to send out workers and bring the right equipment. Traditionally mapping
objects involves having municipal workers document each individual object by physically observing the en-
vironment, which is a labour intensive activity. This makes the traditional way of mapping the objects in an
urban environment both time-consuming and costly, as cities cover a large surface which need to be explored
by the paid workers.

Services like Google StreetView and Mapillary offer up-to-date 360 degree views of city environments,
with high spatial coverage. Such services make street level imagery data easily available, which also allows
researchers to access it and develop applications with this data. To help solve the problem of mapping urban
objects street level imagery can be used, as it eliminates the need to physically be in the environment to do
observations.

A time- and cost-efficient approach would be to use machine learning to recognize objects in images,
which has been an active area of research, also for tasks such as cataloging urban trees [21, 22, 37]. Machine
learning does have some drawbacks however, as it requires a large amount of good quality training data to
have the potential to be accurate. Even when enough training data is available, machine learning might still
fail to estimate the geo-location. The image quality may not be sufficient and as a result it might not recognize
the entire object. This might happen for example when an object is obstructed or when it blends in with its
background. In many cases human observers will easily recognize such scenarios.

To reduce the labour intensive nature of physically mapping urban objects and overcome the drawbacks
of machine learning, micro-task crowd-sourcing offers a solution. Having a crowd of workers execute a simple
online web-based task for a reward, like annotating objects, can provide data requesters with the required
data.

Qiu et al.[27] have researched crowd-mapping urban objects using street-level imagery, in which crowd
sourcing and street-level imagery are combining in a web based platform. Workers get the task of annotating
a certain object by drawing a rectangle, after which the geo-location of said annotation is estimated. Other
notable research was conducted by Saha et al. with Project Sidewalk [31, 32], in which they developed an ap-
plication for auditing urban accessibility using street level imagery. This research shows that the combination
of street-level imagery and crowd-sourcing is a viable way for mapping urban objects.

Several crowd-sourcing platforms currently exist, such as Figure Eight! and Amazon Mechanical Turk?.
They offer a service for general crowd-sourcing purposes, butlack the specific requirements for crowd-mapping
campaigns as this demands spatial task assignment and scheduling strategies. A general purpose crowd-
mapping system using street-level imagery does not exist yet and the previous research such as the work by
Qiu serves as a proof of concept and therefor this is a good starting point but further research is required.

Thttps:/ /www.figure-eight.com/
Zhttps:/ /www.mturk.com/



2 1. Introduction

The previous work focuses on mapping a single type of object or area such as trees or accessibility issues.
Furthermore, they do not offer a general method for geo-location estimation which can be used without
exploiting undocumented APIs or a service other than Google Street View. None of the systems estimate the
height of the objects, which for example could be of use for maintenance of greenery in a city. These systems
are all implemented for task execution in a web browser. Crowd-mapping as the name suggests is completely
dependent on actually having a crowd of workers. Therefor it is important to have workers engaged and
satisfied with the platform, as this might determine their willingness to continue executing the tasks and
returning to the platform to execute more tasks. Project Sidewalk observed a high user dropoff, with only
29.5% of the users completing at least one task. They also mention they want to add smartphone support at a
later stage to increase engagement[31, 32]. This study will check how different task execution platforms affect
factors like output quality, execution time and worker satisfaction.

The output quality is of great importance for data requesters, as the data needs to be reliable. Similarly
execution time will determine how quick they can access the data. The system will support task execution on
web browsers, smartphones and mobile virtual reality. Previous work such as the study by Ma et al. [23] shows
that executing crowd-sourcing tasks using virtual reality is feasible. Mobile virtual reality is a more affordable
and therefore more accessible means to experience virtual reality when compared to the dedicated virtual
reality devices (such as the Oculus Rift and HTC Vive), as it only requires a smartphone and a headset with
lenses in which the phone can be strapped (such as Google Cardboard and Samsung Gear VR). Therefor more
workers will be able to execute these tasks which makes it more useful at scale. Allowing task requesters
to deploy tasks and analyze the results themselves, would make this a fully-fledged crowd-mapping system
and additionally developing an application supporting multiple task execution platforms would allow for
experimentation.

1.2. Challenges

In order to realize the aforementioned application, a number of challenges will need to be tackled. The first
challenge relates to high-quality output of the tasks. The output of a crowd-mapping task should be a collec-
tion of objects with corresponding properties. The most important property is the geo-location, which needs
to be estimated based on the annotation of the crowdworker and the geo-location of the panorama camera
which created the street level image. For some tasks it may also be interesting to estimate the height of an
elevated object, which is not trivial. Furthermore, a task requester might be interested in gathering text based
information about the object, which should be intuitive and convenient to provide by the crowdworkers.

Another challenge lies in the design and implementation of the application. As it should support multiple
platforms for task execution, the activity of crowd-mapping should be abstracted. Furthermore, the task
should only have to be created once and will then be deployed across all the platforms. The task creation and
analysis user interface should be intuitive to use.

Finally, experimentation will have to be done to research how the different task execution platforms affect
the worker’s performance and the task output quality. A reliable experimentation method will have to be
found in order to draw useful conclusions.

1.3. Research question

To tackle the challenges we need to come up with a design and implementation which facilitates high quality
task output and high worker satisfaction and engagement. Therefor the main research goal of this study is to
implement a multi-platform urban object crowd-mapping application using street-level imagery. To achieve
this goal, the following research question needs to be answered:

RQ: How can we design a multi-platform crowd-mapping application for urban object mapping
using street-level imagery?

To address the main research question we have four research sub-questions:

RQ1: What are the existing approaches for crowd-mapping urban objects?

To answer this question, a literature study will be conducted in which the history of crowd-
mapping will be researched. This will result in a timeline of important crowd-mapping events
and a taxonomy of techniques and strategies.
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RQ2: How can we build a platform which enables task-requesters to create and deploy urban object
crowd-mapping tasks?

This question will involve the design of a multi-platform crowd-mapping system. Based on the
information gathered from the literature study, a proposal has to be created for the parts of the
system such as task design and architecture. Furthermore, a workflow has to be developed which
abstracts the concept of crowd-mapping.

RQ3: How can object properties be sensed time- and cost-efficiently with high accuracy?
To answer this question it will be studied how to evaluate the tasks with the previously made
design decisions. This will result in a proposal for geo-location and height estimation techniques.

RQ4: How do the implemented platforms affect the worker satisfaction and output quality for the
different types of tasks?

As the final part of this thesis an experiment will be conducted using a case study which will be
discussed in the experimentation and evaluation chapters. This should give insight into the effect
the different task execution platforms have on the worker satisfaction and engagement, as well
as the output quality factors such as geo-location accuracy and verification quality.

1.4. Contribution

This thesis will yield several contributions. A multi-platform crowd-mapping application for urban object
annotation using street-level imagery will be developed, using both techniques from previous research and
using more novel approaches. This application will support a web-based, a mobile-based and a mobile vir-
tual reality-based task execution. Furthermore a methodology will be provided on how to estimate or sense
properties, such as geo-location and height, on these urban objects.

As a final contribution, a use-case will be analyzed. Experimentation will be done with the implemented
task execution platforms, which will give insight into the accuracy, participation, execution time and user
satisfaction across these platforms for different types of tasks. During this experimentation, the proposed
geo-location estimation technique resulted in 83% of the estimated geo-locations being within 2.5 meters of
the ground truth for the web platform with a mean distance of 1.85 meters. The height estimation showed
up to 85% of the estimations being within 30 centimeters from the ground truth with a mean difference of 15
centimeters. We demonstrated the feasibility of executing mapping, data-enrichment and verification tasks
on each of these platforms. Experimentation showed that the mobile platform had the lowest execution times
with average execution times around 13 seconds for each of the task types. It also showed that the mobile VR
tasks had a significantly higher perceived cognitive load for the participants when compared to the other
platforms, whereas the satisfaction and user engagement were similar. However, the results also showed that
the type of task does affect the user engagement and satisfaction.






Related work

To gain insight in the state-of-the-art in crowd-mapping, a literature study was done. First, the history of
crowd-mapping is researched and summarized in a timeline. Additionally, an assessment is made of the
existing crowd-mapping systems and their corresponding properties and strategies, which will be discussed
in the taxonomy section of this chapter. Based on the this related work it is discussed where a research gap
exists which this research aims to fill.

2.1. History of crowd-mapping

Crowd-mapping is a relatively new area of research. Traditionally, mapping is done by having workers phys-
ically explore the area to be mapped. This is a time-consuming and cost-inefficient approach [6], which
called for alternative approaches as governments are no longer willing to pay these costs [12]. The history of
the crowd-mapping concept is discussed in the following sections, resulting in the timeline of Table 2.1.

2.1.1. First occurrences

The first examples of crowd-mapping can be found in managing global crises and disasters, dating back as
far as January 2008, where the Ushahidi! crowd-mapping platform was used to map post-election violence in
Kenya [24]. Two years later, during the 2010 Haiti earthquake the Ushahidi platform was used to collect data
about the location of events that happened as a result of the earthquake such as fires and collapsed buildings
[34].

2.1.2. Definitions

The term crowd-mapping starts appearing in research in 2011 [25, 29, 36]. A definition is found in litera-
ture the following year by Caminha et al., where they define the concept as "combining the aggregation of a
Geographic Information System and crowd-generated content" [8].

Another term that arose in 2011, is the concept of (mobile) crowd sensing: "individuals with sensing and
computing devices collectively share data and extract information to measure and map phenomena of com-
mon interest" [10]. This concept capitalizes on the fact that most people own a mobile device with sensors
like GPS, microphone, camera and compass. Using these sensors to collect mapping data could resolve some
of the issues of traditional mapping. Collecting the sensor data from widely spread mobile devices no longer
requires traditional workers to physically be in the area, as the crowd is already there. Crowd-mapping fo-
cuses on utilizing the crowd to collect geographic data and therefor crowd sensing is one of the alternatives
to do so. One downside of the crowd sensing method is that it requires participants in the area which is to be
mapped.

Ihttps://www.ushahidi.com/



2. Related work

Release of Ushahidi: First use
of crowd-mapping during
human-rights crisis [24].

First use of crowd-mapping
during natural disaster [34].

First appearances of the term
‘Crowd-mapping" in literature
[25, 29, 36,

Crowd sensing defined in
literature [10].

Crowd-mapping defined in
literature [8].

Feasibility study for
crowd-mapping using street
level imagery [20].

Elaborate research on
crowd-mapping using street
level imagery [14].

Research on mapping by
combining crowd-sourcing
and machine learning [15].

Start of pilot for
crowd-mapping using street
level imagery at scale [31].

Elaborate research on
crowd-mapping using street
level imagery at scale [32].

Table 2.1: Timeline of crowd-mapping.



2.2. Automatic detection of urban objects 7

2.1.3. Using street-level imagery

Recent research has been trying to resolve this issue using street-level imagery [27]. Services like Google Street
View?, Mapillary® and OpenStreetCam* offer worldwide street-level images with high coverage. Using these
images no longer requires the crowd workers to be in the area, as they can virtually look around and collect
the required data. A first feasibility study was done by Kotaro et al. in 2012 where they looked at the possibility
of using Google Street View to determine sidewalk accessibility issues [20]. They concluded that "untrained
crowd workers can locate and identify sidewalk accessibility problems with relatively high accuracy (80%
on average)" [20]. The next year they published the follow-up study [14] and more researchers published
papers on combining street-level imagery and crowd-mapping [28, 33]. In 2014 Hara et al. experimented
with combining the crowd-sourced data with machine learning techniques [15].

In September 2016 Saha et al. started a pilot with Project Sidewalk, another system to determine sidewalk
accessibility issues using Google Street View which they introduced in a publication in 2017 [31]. This was
the first pilot at scale for a crowd-mapping system using street-level imagery with 581 contributing users
collecting 71,873 labels. In 2019 they published the results after a 18-month deployment of their system [32].

2.2, Automatic detection of urban objects

An alternative to crowd-mapping is using an automated approach to detect object in street-level imagery.
Even though this is not the focus of this project, it is useful to look into some of these systems to see what the
advantages and disadvantages are compared to crowd-mapping.

In recent years multiple systems have been developed with the aim of cataloging urban trees [21, 22, 37].
The classification algorithm by Wegner et. al. for example [37] uses multiple views to detect the geo-location
and species of trees in an urban environment. Although their results are fairly accurate, they do indicate a
number of false positives that are easily recognized by humans. False positives for example occurred when
the tree was occluded by another object or when the algorithm classified a telephone pole as a tree due to
the visual similarities. Furthermore, the system has to be trained using human-classified images. These are
general issues with current computer vision techniques and due to these potential errors and the required
training, crowd-mapping could be used to improve on these weaknesses.

2.3. Street-level imagery crowd-mapping taxonomy
Street-level imagery can be used to map a broad range of properties. Each of these properties require a
specific strategy to accurately collect this data. In this section, related literature is examined to identify the
mapped properties and corresponding strategies found by previous research.

2.3.1. Existing crowd-mapping systems

Currently existing crowd-mapping systems found in literature that utilize street-level imagery mostly focus
on either mapping accessibility data (Table 2.2) or mapping cityscapes (Table 2.3). These systems with their
corresponding strategies are outlined below.

2.3.2. Properties & strategies
The mapped properties are either objective or subjective. The objective properties can be categorized into
the categories:

¢ Geometrical/morphological: information about for example the shape or geo-location of an object;
¢ Functional: the function of an object, i.e. "school" or "hospital";

e Material: describing what the object is made of;

* Landscape: the capacity of the area, i.e. the amount of parking spaces on a parking lot.

Other properties are subjective and are categorized as contextual, i.e. the safety or attractiveness of an
area. Table 2.4 shows an overview of these property categories and the corresponding strategies to sense the
properties.

2https:/ /www.google.com/streetview/
3www.mapillary.com
4https: //openstreetcam.org/



sidewalks, bus stops,
and intersections [15]

8 2. Related work

Property Imagery service Strategy

Sidewalk Accessibil- | Google Street View Let workers explore a predetermined route by following turn-by-

ity Data [31, 32] turn directions, label accessibility issue by clicking the area of in-
terest and categorizing into one of five types (i.e. "Surface prob-
lems"), assess severity (1-5) and leave optional notes.

Street-level Accessi- | Google Street View Three steps: draw outline of accessibility issue, categorize into

bility Data [14] one of five types (i.e. "Object in path") and assess severity (1-5).
Also has verification task, ask if workers agree with assessment of
the three steps.

Bus stop landmarks | Google Street View Drop worker near bus stop in Street View, let worker label six types

for blind riders [16] oflandmarks (i.e. "bus stop sign") close to the bus stop by clicking
the object of interest.

Street-level ~ acces- | Google Street View Let worker explore area, when either a location with a curb or a

sibility =~ data for location with a missing curb is found, the worker can draw an

outline of this area in the image. Verification is also done by the
crowd, by letting workers verify the outlined areas.

Table 2.2: Accessibility data crowd-mapping systems using street-level imagery

Property Imagery service Strategy

Geo-location of ur- | Google Street View Let worker explore area, when an object of interest is found enter

ban objects [27] annotation mode and annotate by drawing a bounding box over
said object.

Visual perceptions | Google Street View Show worker two images of different locations in London and ask

of quiet, beauty and which one of the two is the most quiet, beautiful or happy looking.

happiness across

London [28]

Perception of city lo-
cations by youth [30]

Images provided by
researchers

Show an image to the workers and let them qualify the area
by choosing from a seven-point range from strongly disagree to
strongly agree for six descriptors: "dangerous", "dirty", "nice",
"conserved", "passable" and "interesting" [30].

Perception of safety
of city locations [33]

Google Street View
and images provided
by researchers

Show worker two images of different locations and ask the worker
to pick the image which looks safer.

Table 2.3: Cityscape data crowd-mapping systems using street-level imagery

Geometri-
cal/morphological

Functional Landscape Contextual

Numerical/range assessment

Street-level ~ Acces-
sibility Data [14],
Sidewalk Accessi-
bility Data (31, 32],
Perception of city
locations by youth
[30]

Bounding box drawing

Urban objects [27]

Outline drawing

Street-level Accessi-
bility Data [14]

Clicking area of interest

Sidewalk Accessibil-
ity Data [32], Bus stop
landmarks for blind

riders [16]
Text labeling Sidewalk Accessibil- | Sidewalk Accessibil- | Sidewalk Accessibil- | Sidewalk Accessibil-
ity Data [32] ity Data [32] ity Data [32] ity Data [32]
Image alternative selection Visual  perceptions
of quiet, beauty and
happiness across

London [28], Percep-
tion of safety of city
locations [33]

Table 2.4: Strategies for different crowd-mapping properties as implemented by previous research
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2.4. Research gap

Based on the studied literature, it is recognized that a research gap exists. Firstly it became evident that
crowd-mapping can not yet be replaced completely by computer vision techniques as they still produce false-
positives which would easily be recognized by humans. Furthermore, these computer vision systems need to
be trained by human annotated data. All of the existing crowd-mapping systems found in the literature study
are developed on web-based platforms. No research has been done on executing crowd-mapping tasks on
alternative platforms and how this would affect output quality and engagement. All systems also focus on a
single type of object (trees, sidewalks, etc.) and do not make an abstraction of the concept of crowd-mapping,
with the exception of the work by Qiu et. al. [27] which serves as a proof of concept, but also mentions that
further research needs to be done on this subject. One of the aspects is the geo-location estimation based
on the workers input, which remains a challenge for all of the studied systems. Finally, none of the systems
estimate the height of the annotated objects.

2.5. Summary

A literature study was conducted which showed the origins can be found in managing crises and disasters in
2008 when the Ushahidi system was developed to map post-election violence in Kenya. In 2010 this platform
was used to collect data about events surrounding the Haiti earthquake. In the following years new crowd-
mapping systems would emerge and in 2011 the concept was defined as "combining the aggregation of a
Geographic Information System and crowd-generated content" [8].

Soon thereafter, in 2012, experimenting began with combining crowd-mapping with street-level imagery,
when Kotara et. al. conducted a feasibility study [20]. After they deemed this experiment successful, they
released a follow-up study a year later [14] and more studies followed [15, 28, 33].

A taxonomy was made for crowd-mapping using street-level imagery in which the existing systems could
be categorized as either an accessibility data crowd-mapping system or a cityscape data crowd-mapping
system. The main focus of the first type is mapping accessibility issues in cities for people with disabili-
ties, whereas the latter focuses on mapping objects and perceptions of cities and their surroundings. These
systems all map properties, which are either subjective or objective, using a certain strategy. The objective
properties could be categorized as geometrical/morphological, functional, material or landscape and the
subjective properties were contextual. The strategies for mapping these properties found in literature were
bounding box drawing, outline drawing, clicking area of interest, text labeling and image alternative selec-
tion.

In the studied literature a gap was recognized in executing crowd-mapping tasks on platforms other than
those that are web-based. Furthermore none of the systems abstract the idea of crowd-mapping in a manner
that the system can be used for general purpose goals. Finally, geo-location estimation remained a challenge
throughout the systems and none of them estimated the height of the mapped objects.






Design

3.1. Task design

To ensure high output quality for the tasks executed by workers, a appropriate task design is required. The
find-fix-verify pattern as proposed by Bernstein et al. separates the responsibility of each task executed by
the crowd. This pattern splits tasks into a series of generation and review stages, with the aim of improving
the task output quality: identification, generation, and verification stages [7]. In their research Bernstein et al.
showed that this pattern could achieve high quality task output despite relatively high individual error rates
[7]. This means that even though there might be workers that execute certain tasks with errors, this will be
fixed in different stages of the find-fix-verify pattern. For each of these types of tasks, a translation is made for
crowd mapping which is discussed in the following sections.

3.1.1. Find task

The find task is the first stage of the find-fix-verify pattern, which is the identification stage. For crowd-
mapping this translates into the main objective being finding the object matching the description as specified
by the task requester. The output of these tasks will be a list of geo-locations (latitude, longitude) of objects
marked by the crowd worker. The quality of this output may vary, depending on the worker. For example
errors could occur when a worker marks the wrong object or incorrectly marks an object. Therefor it has to
be verified by other workers, which will be done in the fix and verify tasks.

3.1.2. Fix task

The second part of the find-fix-verify pattern is the generation stage. Based on the output of find tasks, fix
tasks will be generated. The aim of the fix tasks is to check if the marked object is correct and, if so, to enrich
the data generated at the find task. When the find task worker has made an error, this result can be discarded
by the worker executing the fix task. The output of this task will be a bounding box enclosing the marked
object and a list of user generated labels. The bounding box may be used to output an image of the object
which, combined with the labels, for example could help with machine learning training purposes.

3.1.3. Verify task

The final type of task serves as a quality control mechanism for the data generated at the find and fix tasks:
the verification stage. For this task, the crowd worker will indicate whether the marked object matches the
description and whether the bounding box correctly encloses the object. Finally, the worker will check if the
user generated labels are relevant for the given task. When a certain object went through the find and fix
process and was finally verified at the verify task, the collected data is aggregated and presented to the task
requester. Optionally, a verify task can be executed by multiple workers, as it is also possible for workers
to make errors during the verify task. The output will then be based on the majority of the votes for each
verification part.

11



12 3. Design

3.2. Platforms

An important part of this research is looking into different ways of executing crowd-mapping tasks. To facil-
itate this, a number of task execution platforms will be implemented. The reasoning behind these platforms
is discussed below.

3.2.1. Web

A web-based platform could be considered the traditional approach for executing crowd-mapping tasks. All
of the systems discussed in Section 2.3.1 are web-based. Implementing a web-based execution platform will
give insight into the differences between a traditional approach and the more novel approaches of the other
platforms.

3.2.2. Mobile

The vast majority of people in developed countries own a smartphone and adoption continues to grow. In
2019 there were an estimated 3.2 billion smartphone owners [4]. Using this platform for crowd-mapping task
execution should therefor not be overlooked, also considering the fact that it has been used previously for
crowd-sourcing in other studies for tasks such as digitizing local-language documents [13], surveys [9] and
image tagging [38]. The difference in interaction as compared to web could bring challenges and possibilities.
A significant advantage of this platform is the fact that smartphones are portable, which means tasks could
theoretically be executed wherever and whenever.

3.2.3. Mobile VR

In recent years, virtual reality has become increasingly popular as more and more consumer products have
been released by companies such as Oculus (as seen in Figure 3.1b) and HTC. It offers a much more immersive
experience for gaming, as it gives the player impression the he is part of the game world. This aspect would
also be interesting for crowd mapping, as this gives the ability to roam around the world without actually
physically being there. For a crowd mapping platform to be useful however, it needs to be scalable and be
accessible by a large group of people, which is not the case for the dedicated virtual reality headsets as they
are still relatively expensive. For 2020, the forecast is that the installed base of virtual reality headsets will
grow to 37 million [5]. This number shrinks into insignificance compared to the 3.2 billion smartphone users.
An alternative to dedicated virtual reality headsets is to use the screen and processing power of the mobile
phone to create a virtual reality experience. Projecting a stereoscopic image on the phone screen and using
a pair of lenses is much more cost effective and accessible. These lenses with phone holders are widely sold,
by for example Google with their Cardboard (as seen in Figure 3.1a) which is, as the name suggests, made
out of cardboard and therefor very cheap. Another advantage is that this is a portable solution, so tasks can
be executed wherever you are, as long as you have your phone and the virtual reality goggles. Research has
been done on using virtual reality for crowd-sourcing tasks, such as the study by Ma et al. [23] in which they
used dedicated virtual reality headsets such as the HTC Vive and Oculus Rift, as well as mobile virtual reality
devices such as the Google Cardboard and Samsung Gear VR. In this study they showed that executing crowd-
sourcing tasks using virtual reality is feasible. Research aimed specifically at crowd-mapping is, to the best of
our knowledge, still non-existent however.

3.3. Architecture & Techniques

As the crowd mapping platform should support multiple task execution platforms, the choice was made to
implement an application programming interface (API). This allows access to the service using network re-
quests and therefor can be used by a wide variety of platforms and programming languages. This API can for
example be used to retrieve tasks and submit tasks results. Three task execution platforms were implemented
initially, as discussed in the previous section, but having an API gives the possibility for implementation of
other platforms in the future.

The API is used to communicate with the backend. The backend of the system is implemented using a
loosely-coupled, dependency-inverted architecture. This architecture consists of four main components: the
API, a core, the infrastructure and a shared kernel, which is visualized in Figure 3.2. This pattern decouples
the data access logic from the business logic. Data access methods are defined in interfaces in the shared
kernel, which are implemented in the infrastructure. The API layer then only references the interfaces from
the shared kernel (dependency-inversion), leaving it "agnostic" as to where the data comes from. This sepa-
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(a) Google Cardboard mobile VR device. Source: [2] (b) Oculus Rift S dedicated VR device. Source: [3]

Figure 3.1: Mobile VR device and dedicated VR device.

ration of concerns is considered as good practice by the SOLID principle . Furthermore, this pattern allows
for implementation of dependency injection, which improves the test-ability of the system. The backend is
implemented in C# .NET Core with the Entity Framework.

The API contains endpoints which can be called to perform actions in the backend. The requester dash-
board is used to create new crowd-mapping tasks and analyze the output by these tasks. The task execu-
tion platforms use the same API but call the endpoints for starting tasks and submitting results. The Core
component contains all the entities (models) related to creating and executing tasks and executing the corre-
sponding results. Furthermore it contains logic for authentication and other task creation/submission related
operations (for example generating images with bounding boxes), summarized as "Business logic". Finally,
the Infrastructure component is responsible for the data access operations. This includes saving tasks/task
results to the database as well as fetching this data from the database.

Ihttps:/ /itnext.io/solid-principles-explanation-and-examples-715b975dcad4
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Figure 3.2: Crowd-mapping application system architecture.

3.3.1. Web and mobile platform

The web and mobile platform are implemented using the Ionic framework?, which is a closs-platform app
development platform. This means they both run on the same code base, but with slightly different presen-
tations and interactions. The advantage of using such a framework is that it cuts down the development time,
as the code only has to be written once. An important consideration during development however was that
screen sizes may vary significantly between web app users and mobile app users. The application needs to
scale correctly to every screen size, such that it is still convenient to use. Furthermore, the means of input
differs, as the web app is controlled by mouse and keyboard and the mobile app is controlled using the touch

screen of a mobile phone.

Zhttps:/ /ionicframework.com/
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3.3.2. Mobile VR platform

The application is developed using the Unity software3, which is game development platform with tools to
develop for mobile VR. The panorama image is fetched from the street level imagery provider and wrapped
on the inside of a sphere in 3D space. The user is then placed at the center of this sphere, with the ability to
look around. This gives the impression you can look around in the space just as you would in real life. This
induces the effect of place illusion [11], which is defined as " the strong illusion of being in a place in spite of
the sure knowledge that you are not there" [35].

A consideration while implementing this platform is that the user will have no or limited ways of interact-
ing with the phone, as it is not physically accessible while in the goggles. Some goggles have buttons which
can be used to interact with the device, but as this is not the case for all of them, the app needs to be controlled
without physical interaction with the device itself. This interaction is elaborated on in Section 4.3.2.

3.4. Workflow

Both the task requesters and the crowd workers follow a specific workflow. The workflow for both of these
users is explained in the following sections.

3.4.1. Task requester
The workflow for a task requester can be seen in Figure 3.4. When a requester want workers to execute a

crowd-mapping task, he first needs to create this task. To create a task, the requester will use the task creation
dashboard, where he will be asked to specify the following details for the task:

 Task goal: Specify the goal of the task to be create by entering a title and a short description of what is
expected from the crowd workers

¢ Area bounds: The area in which workers will look for the object as specified in the task goal

* Budget: For each verified task result, workers will receive a reward. The task requester will have to
specify a total budget for the task

After providing these details, the task can be deployed for the workers to execute. For each of the task
types (find/fix/verify) data is collected, which can be viewed in the dashboard. When all tasks have been
completed by the workers, this data is aggregated and presented to the task requester for it to be analyzed.

Shttps:/ /unity.com/
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Figure 3.3: The workflow for a task requester.

3.4.2. Crowd worker
When a requester deploys a task as explained in the previous section, it is ready to be executed by the crowd
worker. When a worker request a task from the system, it will receive a find, fix or verify sub-task. Initially,
only find tasks are created for the deployed task. For this task type the user is assigned to a certain part of the
area bounds as specified by the task requester, where he is free to roam around. When an object is marked the
geo-location of the object is calculated, as will be explained in Section 3.5. Multiple objects can be marked in
a single find task, which the user is then able to submit to the system.

For each found object in the find task, a fix task is created. Whenever the user requests a task and receives
a fix task, he is presented with the object as found at the find task by another user. The user will be free to
look around in this specific street level panorama, but is not able to roam around. When the find task worker
has made an error and has not marked a correct object, the task can be discarded by the fix task worker.
If the object marking is correct however, a bounding box enclosing the object will then need to be drawn
and additionally, the user is asked to provide at least one text label relevant to the object. These labels and
the position of the bounding box is then submitted to the system using the API. Additionally, based on the
bounding box drawn by the worker, the height of the object is calculated.

Finally, for each fix result that is submitted (combination of a bounding box and one or more text labels),
a verify task is generated. Here the user is asked to confirm that the marked object indeed matches the task
description, as well as verifying whether the bounding box correctly encloses said object. Furthermore, for
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each label it has to be specified whether or not they are relevant for the marked object. After each task, the
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Figure 3.4: The workflow for a crowd worker.
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3.5. Task evaluation

Two of the important output variables of the crowd-mapping tasks are object geo-location and object height.
These variables have to be calculated based on the workers input. The methodology used for this is discussed
in the following sections.

3.5.1. Object geo-location estimation

When executing the find task, users will be asked to mark a specific object in the task area. One important
piece of data that needs to be extracted from this marking is the geo-location of said object, defined by the
longitude and latitude. There are a number of known variables exposed by Google Street View whenever a
user marks an object:

¢ Latitude and longitude value of the current street-level panorama image, indicating the location the
panorama photo was taken at;

* The heading of the center of the viewport in which the panorama is shown in degrees relative from true
north;

¢ The pitch of the center of the viewport in which the panorama is shown from -90 degrees (straight
down) to 90 degrees (straight up).

Google collects depth data when creating panorama’s, which can be accessed through undocumented
APTI’s. Project Sidewalk [32] uses this data to determine what the distance is between the camera and a certain
pixel of the panorama. As this data is not available through Google Street View’s public API, this approach is
not suitable for us. Furthermore, this would make switching to a different street level imagery provider in the
future more difficult.

Therefor it has to be estimated in some other way as this cannot be done accurately from a single per-
spective without depth information. The methodology used by Qiu et al. consists of casting a ray from the
camera and based on the camera pitch and heading. It is then calculated where this ray would collide with
the earth [27]. This approach however involves a simplification regarding the estimation of the height of the
camera. As this height might vary and this information is not provided by Google, accuracy might suffer as a
result. Therefor, we opted for an alternative approach.

When the same object gets marked from two positions however, an estimation of the geo-location can be
made by figuratively drawing a line through the object from both perspectives and calculate where the lines
intersect. To achieve this, it is not sufficient to draw a straight line from the perspective of the camera, as this
would not take the curve of the earth into account. Therefore, the latitude and longitude of both perspectives
first have to be projected in such a way that a straight line from both points corresponds to a curved line on
earth. An example of such a projection is shown in Figure 3.5.

In this top-down view, point A and point B are used to calculate point C. After calculating the intersection
and obtaining point C, the projection for this point is reversed which results in a latitude and longitude of the
object. For both point A and B the latitude lat, longitude Ing and heading % are known. The projection is
done by assuming the earth is a perfect sphere as follows:

* First translate the heading from the WGS (World Geodetic System) coordinate system to the Cartesian
coordinate system:

_ (90— hs) mod 360

h , 1
0 180 i 6.1
90— h d 360
hlz( 5) Mo X7, 3.2)
180

* Set (laty, Inga) as the origin (x;, y1) of the Cartesian coordinates :
x1=0, (3.3)
y1=0. (3.4)
¢ Then set x, and y, to the equation representing the line from (x, y;) with heading kg

X = cos(hg) , (3.5)
yo =sin(hp) . (3.6)
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Figure 3.5: Location estimation by intersection of lines in a given heading

e Translate (latg, Ingp) from WGS coordinate system to Cartesian coordinate system using the fact that
each degree of latitude will be approximately 111300 meters:

lata
x3=(ngg—1Ings) x 111300 x cos( 180 X 7)), 3.7
y3=(latp—1laty) x111300. (3.8)

¢ Then set x4 and y, to the equation representing the line from (x3, y3) with heading h;:

x4 = x3+cos(hy), (3.9)
ya=y3+sin(hy). (3.10)

» This gives the projection of point A and point B, with a line drawn in their corresponding projected
headings. Then calculate the intersection (x, y), representing the projection of point C:

_ (X1 x Y2 — y1 x x2) x (X3 — X4) — (X1 — X2) X (X3 X Ya— Y3 X X4)
- (1 —x2) x (y3—ya) — (1 — y2) x (X3 — X4)
_Gaxya—y1xx2) x (Y3 —ya) — (Y1 — y2) x (X3 X Y4 — y3 X X4)
- (x1=X2) x (¥y3—Ya) — (Y1 = y2) x (X3 — x4) ’

, (3.11)

(3.12)

» With the projected coordinates of point C, the final step is to reverse the projection, which obtains the
desired longitude and latitude of point C:

lata+y
latc = —~—, 3.13
4= 11300 (3.13)
Ings+ 2
lngczw. (3.14)
coS(75-4 x 1)

180.0
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3.5.2. Object height estimation

Another useful piece of information that can be extracted from the task results is an estimation of the height
of the marked object. This is done by combining the estimated location of the object as found in the find task
and the bounding box which is drawn at the fix task. There are three possible scenarios depending on the
placement of the object relative to the camera. This has been illustrated in Figure 3.6, which is are side-views

of perspective A in Figure 3.5.

> &

(a) Scenario where top of object is above camera and bottom is below camera

L. ¢ A
A i
i v
A
' > p2
s 4
Cc
(b) Scenario where top and bottom of object are above camera
-------------------------------------- ) ™c
. _>_»P2 ____________________ Yy A
o h,!
v

(c) Scenario where top and bottom of object are below camera

Figure 3.6: Different scenarios height estimation by two geo-locations and known pitches.
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The crowd sourced bounding box is depicted in red. The known variables are the latitude /at and longi-
tude Ing of both point A and C, as well as the pitch p; of the top of the bounding box and the pitch p, of the
bottom of the bounding box. As the marked object might be elevated (scenario b) or lower than the camera
height (scenario c), these pitch values can be either positive or negative.

To calculate the height & of the object, the distance d between point A and point C needs to be calculated
using the Haversine formula:

Alat =|lats—latcl,
Alng =1|lnga—1Ingcl,

a=sin*(Alat/2) + cos(laty) x cos(latc) x sinz(Alng/Z) s (3.15)
c=2xatan2(vVa,vV1-a),
d=Rxc.

With R the earth’s radius of approximately 6371km. With the distance d between A and C known, calculating
the length of h; and h, is a matter of calculating the side of a right-angled triangle:

hy =tan(py) xd
(3.16)
hy =tan(py) x d

However, given that either one or both of the pitch values may be negative given by the scenario of Figure 3.6,
either h; or hy or both might be negative. The height of the object £ is then given by the difference between
hl and hg:

h=h;-h; (3.17)

3.6. Summary

In this chapter the task design was discussed where the choice was made for the find-fix-verify pattern which
splits tasks into a series of generation and review stages [7]. Furthermore, three task execution will be imple-
mented: Web, Mobile and Mobile VR. These execution platforms will be communicating with the backend
using an API. One of the outputs of these tasks is the estimated geo-location and we propose a method which
involves the annotation of an object from two angles and calculating the intersection of these annotations.
Finally, a method was proposed for estimating the height of an object, by using this estimated geo-location
and the bounding box drawn by the workers.






Implementation

This chapter discusses the implementation of the system, based on the design decisions discussed in the
previous chapter. All steps of the task creation, task execution and task analysis process will be explained.
The task creation and task analysis sections discuss the implementation of the task requester dashboard,
followed by the task execution sections which discuss the execution of each of the task types on the web,
mobile and mobile VR platforms.

4.1. Task creation

Task requesters can create tasks by using the crowd map dashboard. They can login to this web application
using a e-mail address and password, after which they are directed to the home screen depicted in Figure 4.1.
This shows an overview of the currently deployed tasks, as well as the tasks that are no longer active under
the "archived" tab.

Dashboard

Active tasks: 2

My tasks

Archived

Find trashbins

Find trash bins in the area

W ARCHIVE

Locate security cameras

Try to find security cameras in Delft

W ARCHIVE

Figure 4.1: Task creation dashboard home screen.

From this screen, the user can either click on one of the tasks to see the results, or create a new task by
clicking the "+" button. Doing this brings up the task creation form as seen in Figure 4.2. In this form all the
details for the task will need to be specified. The area in which the task will take place can be specified by
resizing a square over a map.

23
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Figure 4.2: Task creation form.

4.2, Task analysis

When tasks are executed by workers, they submit results which are relevant for the task creator. These results
can be analyzed in the crowdmap dashboard, as seen in Figure 4.3. They appear as markers on a map and are
categorized in the three different phases of the task execution flow:

¢ Unverified results without bounding box - These are the results from a find task which have not been
enriched by a fix task yet and also have not been verified by a verify task.

¢ Unverified results with bounding box and labels - The objects which have been enriched by adding a
bounding box and labels are shown on the map with an orange marker. These results have not been
checked by a verify task yet however.

e Completely verified results - Whenever a marked object has gone through the entire find-fix-verify flow,
it is shown as a green marker on the map. This means it is an object which is considered to be accurate
for the given task description.

When clicking a marker, a window appears with an image of the object and further details as shown in
Figure 4.4. These markers can be toggled so the task creator can show only the desired results. Similarly the
map shows a heat map of the found objects which can be turned on or off. This heat map gives insight into
the density of objects in particular areas.
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Figure 4.3: Task analysis screen.
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Figure 4.4: Task result details.

4.3. Task execution

The crowd-mapping tasks can be executed on web, mobile and mobile VR. Each of the implementations are

discussed in the following sections.

4.3.1. Web and mobile platform

As the web and the mobile platform are very similar, but mainly differ in terms of interaction and screen size,

they are both showcased in the same section.
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Interaction

The web and mobile platform differ in means of interaction, as the web platform is controlled by mouse and
keyboard whereas the mobile platform is controlled by touch control. This was an important consideration
when designing the task execution pages. For example it is harder to click accurately with a touchscreen
as compared to clicking with a mouse cursor. Furthermore, the screen sizes differ so the this required a
responsive user interface, which makes it scale correctly for every screen size. This is demonstrated in Figure
4.5 for the main menu of the application. In the following sections the implementations for the different task
types are discussed.

Findtask

Findtask Fixtask Verifytask

aa [N

Tutorial Tutorial START START START

TUTORIAL TUTORIAL TUTORIAL

Verifytask

Vv

Start

Tutorial

(a) Mobile platform main menu (b) Web platform main menu

Figure 4.5: Main menu user interface.

Find task

When starting a find task, the worker is placed in a location within the task area and is free to look and roam
around the designated area. Looking around is done by clicking and dragging on web, or touching and drag-
ging on mobile. Similarly, roaming around is done by clicking in the direction to move. Whenever the worker
finds an object matching the task description, the marking flow can be started as illustrated in Figure 4.6:

1. First click the mark button to enter "marking mode";

2. Click on the object to mark with the cursor or by touch;

3. The worker is now automatically moved in the direction of the object to mark the object from the sec-
ond angle as explained in Section 3.5.1;

4. Click the object again, as in step 2;

5. The geo-location of the object is calculated and a marker is placed on these coordinates;

6. The result can be viewed by clicking the results button and removed when required.
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= Objects found: 0/5

Objects found:0/5 = Objects found: 0/5

Explore the area and dlick the "Mark" button when you
find an object that matches the

Click on the object that matches the Great! We have moved you to another position, mark
the same object from this angle

(a) Initial find task user interface
Objects founc: 0/5 = Objects found: 1/5

Click on the object that matches the Explore the area and click the "Mark" button when you

find an object that matches the

~

i= Results & Submit

i= Results & Submit

(d) Mark object from second angle (e) Object added to results (f) Results overview

Figure 4.6: Find task marking flow.

Fix task

Workers who start a fix task are placed at a location where a previous worker marked an object. Here it is
possible to look around, but it is not possible to roam around. The worker is then asked to enrich the result
of the find task, as illustrated in Figure 4.7:

1. An arrow is placed at the object which was marked by the previous worker in the find task;

2. In the scenario where a worker incorrectly marked an object, the fix task executor can click the "Can’t
find object" button, which will set the marked object as invalid and close the current task;

3. If the worker does see the object, click the mark button to enter "drawing mode";
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4. In this mode a bounding box can be drawn over the object by click and dragging on web and touching
and dragging on mobile;

5. After drawing a bounding box, the "Labels" button appears which can be clicked to start adding labels;

6. Labels can be typed by the worker and added with the "+" button and removed by clicking the cross in
front of a label.

= Cant find objects™ = Cant find object>> Labels
You should be looking at an object matching, Awesome, now add some labels with the "Labels”
now: Draw a bounding box with the "Mark button Add labels:
button™
Actext label could be anything relevant to the object. Think
of object type, color, shape, location, etc.
‘Lamp post
Enter label e

s /

(a) Initial fix task user interface (b) Drawing bounding box (c) Adding labels

Figure 4.7: Fix task enrichment flow.

Verify task

For the verify task, the worker is asked to check the object, bounding box and labels found in the find and fix
tasks. This verification flow is shown in Figure 4.8:

1. The object with the bounding box from the fix task is shown as an image;

2. The worker needs to verify whether the marked object does match the object described in the task
description;

3. If the marked object is indeed what the task creator requested, the worker also needs to verify the
bounding box;

4. After checking the object and it’'s bounding box the worker can continue to the label verification step;

5. When a label is considered relevant, the worker has to click the check mark in front of the label, if not
the cross button needs to be clicked.
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(a) Annotation by previous worker (b) Verification questions (c) Label verification

Figure 4.8: Verify task verification flow.

4.3.2. Mobile VR platform
The more novel execution platform is the mobile VR application. This implementation and the considera-
tions are discussed in the following sections.

Interaction

As the mobile device is placed in the VR headset, interactions with the touchscreen are not possible. Therefor,
it should be possible to interact with the application completely handsfree. Google has composed design
guidelines for the Cardboard, where they advice the use of a reticle and a gaze-based UI [1]. This guideline
was followed and the implementation is seen in Figure 4.9:

1. The reticle starts at its default size when no interaction takes place
2. When the reticle is in front of an item which can be interacted with, such as a button, it increases in size

3. Over time it keeps increasing in size and eventually reaches its maximum, after which the interaction
is started. In the case of a button this would be a button click

Start Find task Find task tutorial
’ Start Find task  © Find task tutorial T ey

Fix task Fix task tutorial
Fix task Fix task tutorial Fixtask Fix task tutorial

Verify task

Verify task tutorial

Verify task Verify task

Verify task tutarial Verify task tutorial

(a) Initial reticle (b) Activated reticle (c) Component selected
Figure 4.9: Gaze-based interaction user interface.
This type of interaction is used throughout the application. Interactive items such as menu buttons are

always placed in the virtual environment as opposed to being fixed to the screen, this is also considered
best practice by aforementioned design guidelines. To expand the means of interaction, Bluetooth controller
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support was also implemented, as well as voice command control. This gives the user the freedom of choice
for interacting with the application.

Find task
A find task is started by gazing at the "Start Find task" button as seen in Figure 4.9. The flow the worker has to
follow is illustrated in Figure 4.10:

1. The task description is placed "at the feet" of the worker in the VR space;

2. The worker can roam around until he finds an object matching the description. Movement is done by
gazing at the green arrows, which transfers the worker to the next panorama;

3. When an object is found, the worker aims the reticle at it and marks it by either using the "mark" voice
command, or clicking the mark button on the Bluetooth controller;

4. They are then automatically moved to an adjacent panorama to mark the second angle of the object in
the same manner;

5. The object is then added to the results and when the worker has found enough objects these results can
be submitted by using the "submit" voice command or clicking the submit button on the Bluetooth
controller.

(c) Marking object from second angle (d) Adding object to results

Figure 4.10: VR find task marking flow.

Fix task
When starting a fix task, the worker is placed in a panorama where another worker has previously marked an
object. The worker then follows the flow illustrated in Figure 4.11:

1. The object that has been marked by the previous worker is indicated by a rotating green arrow;

2. It may happen that the previous worker has made an error and has not marked an object matching the
description. In this case the worker can interact with the "Cant find object" button, which ends the
task;

3. When the worker did find the object, it can enter "drawing" mode by using the "start" voice command
or by clicking the start drawing button on the Bluetooth controller;
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4. The worker can then draw a bounding box by using his head movement to change the dimensions and
confirming by using the "stop" voice command or by clicking the stop drawing button on the Bluetooth
controller;

5. The next step is to add labels, using the labels menu which is activated by using the "labels" voice
command or by clicking the labels button on the Bluetooth controller. Here, eight of the most used
labels by previous workers are shown, which can be added by interacting with the "Add" button;

6. When the worker wants to add a label which is not in the list of previous labels, he can add those using
voice recognition. This is done by interacting with the "Start listening" button and speaking out the
labels, with short pauses in between. Finally, when the bounding box is drawn and the labels are added,
the results can be submitted by using the "submit" voice command or clicking the submit button on
the Bluetooth controller.

(b) Start drawing bounding box

L NG\ (25"
; 7 ';: ! § %?”

(c) End drawing bounding box (d) Adding labels
Figure 4.11: VR fix task marking flow.
Verify task
The final task is the flow is the verify task, which can also be executed on the mobile VR platform. For this task,

the worker is placed in a panorama where other workers have previously marked and enriched an object. The
interaction is shown in Figure 4.12:

1. The bounding box which was drawn by a previous worker at a fix task is shown over the object;
2. Right next to the bounding box, the verify menu panel is shown;

3. The worker has to answer questions about the correctness of the object and the bounding box, by in-
teracting with the checkboxes;

4. When these questions have been answered, the worker can continue to the next part of the verification
flow by interacting with the "Next" button;

5. This brings up the label verification panel, where it shows the labels previously added by another
worker;

6. These labels then need to be verified by interacting with the checkbox when the label is considered
correct. Finally the results can be submitted by using the "submit" voice command or clicking the
submit button on the Bluetooth controller.



32 4. Implementation

(b) Verification questions

(c) Label verification (d) Submitting result

Figure 4.12: VR verify task marking flow.

4.3.3. Tutorials

To familiarize workers with the controls, a guided tutorial was implemented for each task type on each plat-
form. Here they have to complete a predefined routine which covers each aspect of the task execution flow,
similar to Project Sidewalk [32]. This approach is commonly known as onboarding. As with Project Sidewalk,
workers first have to complete the tutorial before they are allowed to start an actual task. This decreases the
chance of workers making error caused by being unfamiliar with the task execution flow and interactions.

4.4. Summary

In this chapter it was discussed how the system was implemented using the design of Chapter 3. The task
requester dashboard can be used to create a task by filling out the details in a form and selecting an area on
the map in which the tasks will need to be executed. Furthermore they can analyze the results produced by
workers on an interactive map.

The web and mobile implementations are similar but differ in interaction, as the web platform uses
mouse input and the mobile platform uses touch input. The implementation for all of the task types on
these platform was discussed in Section 4.3.1. The VR implementation required a user interface "in world
space" and alternative means of interaction with gaze based controls, voice recognition and a Bluetooth con-
troller. For all tasks and platforms, tutorial were implemented to train workers before they start executing
actual tasks.
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5.1. Experiment plan
To evaluate the performance of the different platforms, a qualitative experiment will be conducted. The plan
for this experiment and the variables involved will be discussed in the following sections.

5.1.1. Experimental procedure
Each of the participants will be assigned to one of the three task types (find, fix or verify). Furthermore each
participant will execute tasks on each of the three platforms (mobile, web and mobile VR). To prevent bias as
theylearn the process, the order of the platforms used will be different for each participant. For each the three
task types there are 3! = 6 different possible orders of execution on the three platforms and therefor a total of
18 participants are needed for three task types. All of the participants are unpaid and untrained volunteers,
consisting of master students and PhD’s at the TU Delft. The experiments will be conducted on location in a
meeting room, with one participant at a time.

On each platform a short on-boarding tutorials as discussed in Chapter 4 will have to be executed to
ensure the participant has an understanding of the platform’s controls.

5.1.2. Evaluation metrics
The experiment will be evaluated by a range of different metrics. These metrics will be discussed in the
following subsections.

Accuracy
One of the goals for crowd-mapping is to collect geo-location data for urban objects. Therefor, it is impor-
tant that the task output is accurate on each platform. However, given that the controls differ on the three
platforms, it is possible that the accuracy also differs. To evaluate this, the collected geo-locations of the ur-
ban objects are compared to a ground truth dataset. A higher deviation from this dataset indicates a lower
accuracy. Similarly the height estimations need to be compared to a ground truth.

Finally, as the users are asked to provide labels at the fix tasks, the accuracy of these labels will be mea-
sured. This is done by the verification from workers at the verify tasks, but as this may also include errors they
are all manually checked.

Execution time

The time (in seconds) it takes the participant to complete a single find, fix or verify task. This is measured
from the time the task is started until the task result is submitted. This does not include the time used to
complete the tutorial or filling out the post-task surveys.

Satisfaction

This metric should quantify how satisfied the participant was with executing the tasks on their respective
platform. This will be done by asking the participant to provide a rating ranging from 1 to 10 after the exper-
iment, with 1 indicating being very unsatisfied and 10 indicating very satisfied. They will also be able to give
additional comments on their experience.

33
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Engagement

A platform has added value when its engagement is high, as that will make people want to come back and
continue executing tasks. To make user engagement quantifiable, participants will be asked to fill out a User
Engagement Scale (UES) short form. This form contains twelve questions looking at four different factors, as
described by O’Brien et al. [26]:

* Focused attention, feeling absorbed in the interaction and losing track of time;

¢ Perceived usability, negative affect experienced as a result of the interaction and the degree of control
and effort expended;

» Aesthetic appeal, the attractiveness and visual appeal of the interface;
¢ Reward factor, to which extend is the interaction considered rewarding.
Participants will answer questions for these factors on a scale from 1 to 7, after which an engagement

score can be calculated by adding all items together and dividing by twelve. The UES survey as filled in by the
participants can be seen in Figure 5.1.

I lost myself in this experience. This platform was attractive.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Strongly disagreee OO O 00O 0o Strongly agree Strongly disagreee © O O0OO0OO0O0OO0 Strongly agree
The time | spent using the platform just slipped away. This platform was aesthetically appealing.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
strongly disagreee O O O 0O O 0 O0 strongly agree Strongly disagreee © O O0OO0OO0O0OO0 Strongly agree
| was absorbed in this experience. This platform appealed to my senses
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Strongly disagreee OO 000 O0O0 Strongly agree Strongly disagreee OO O0OO0OO0O0O0 Strongly agree
| felt frustrated while using this application Using this platform was worthwhile.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree
| found this platform coenfusing to use. My experience was rewarding.
1 2 3 a 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree
Using this platform was taxing. | felt interested in this experience.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree Strongly disagreee O O O O O O O Strongly agree

Figure 5.1: UES short form.

Cognitive load

To determine the perceived workload for a certain task type on a certain platform, participants will fill out the
NASA Task Load Index (TLX) form. This will for example give insight into how mentally demanding the tasks
are. It covers the subjective evaluations of 6 workload-related factors [18]:
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¢ Mental demand: How much mental and perceptual activity was required (e.g., thinking, deciding, cal-
culating, remembering, looking, searching, etc.)? Was the task easy or demanding, simple or complex,
exacting or forgiving?

¢ Physical demand: How much physical activity was required (e.g.. pushing, pulling, turning, controlling,
activating, etc.)? Was the task easy or demanding, slow or brisk, slack or strenuous, restful or laborious?

¢ Temporal demand: How much time pressure did you feel due to the rate or pace at which the tasks or
task elements occurred? Was the pace slow and leisurely or rapid and frantic?

¢ Performance: How successful do you think you were in accomplishing the goals of the task set by the
experimenter (or yourself)? How satisfied were you with your performance in accomplishing these
goals?

 Effort: How hard did you have to work (mentally and physically) to accomplish your level of perfor-
mance?

» Frustration level: How insecure, discouraged, irritated, stressed and annoyed versus secure, gratified,
content, relaxed and complacent did you feel during the task?

These questions need to be answered on scale of 0 to 100, with 5-point increments (so 20 possible out-
comes). An optional second step is the weighing phase, where factors are weighed against each other but as
this is rather time consuming this is omitted. This modification to TLX is also referred to as "Raw TLX" [17].
The task load index score (which is on a scale from 0 to 100) is then calculated by taking the sum of all the
factors and averaging by dividing by 6, where a lower score indicates a lower perceived cognitive load. The
layout of the form can be seen in Figure 5.2.

Task Questionnaire
Name

Task Type: |Find v
Platform: | Web ¥

Click on each scale at the point that best indicates your experience of the task

| Mental Demand How much mental and perceptual activity was required (e.g. thinking, deciding.
e b b b e e P by 1y

calculating, remembering, looking, searching, etc)? Was the task easy or demanding,
simple or complex, exacting or forgiving?

Physical Demand . - " ; ;
How much physical activity was required (e.g. pushing, pulling, turning, centrolling
| | ‘ | | | | | ‘ | | | | | ‘ | | | | | ‘ activating, etc)? Was the task easy or demanding, slow or brisk, slack or strenuous
restul or laborious?

Temporal Demand
How much time pressure did you feel due to the rate of pace at which the tasks or
| | \ | | \ | | \ | task elements occurred? Was the pace slow and leisurely or rapid and frantic?

Low High
Performance
How successful do you think you were in accomplishing the goals of the fask sef by
| | ‘ | | ‘ | | ‘ | | ‘ | | ‘ | | ‘ | | ‘ the experimenter (or yourself)? How satisfied were you with your performance in
accomplishing these goals?
Good Poor
Effort
How hard did you have te work (mentally and physically) to accomplish your level of
| | \ | | \ | | \ | performance?
Low High
Frustration
How insecure, discouraged, irmitated, stressed and annoyed versus secure. gratified,
| | | | | | | | | | content, relaxed and complacent did you feel during the task?
Low High
Submit >>

Figure 5.2: NASA TLX form.

5.1.3. Case study: lamp posts
Lamp posts form an integral part of a cityscape. In a large city like for example Amsterdam, thousands of
lamp posts are spread around the city. This makes it a good candidate for the experiment as it allows the
participants to mark many objects as they are easily found on the street level imagery.

For the find task, each participant will start at a location in Amsterdam and will be asked to find five lamp
posts in the area. The municipality of Amsterdam and the government provide a wide range of data about the
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city'. One of those datasets is the geo-location of lamp posts in the city center containing 240.750 records.
This dataset will serve as the ground truth as explained in Section 5.1.2. After finding five objects, they are
asked to do the same at two other locations in Amsterdam, giving a total of 15 marked objects per participant
for each platform.

Similarly, for the fix task, they are asked to enrich the lamp post annotations done by workers from the find
task experiments, by adding labels on for example the state and surroundings of the lamp post and drawing
a bounding box around the marked object.

Finally, the verify task participants will be asked to verify the lamp post annotations, where they have to
indicate whether the object indeed is a lamp post, whether the bounding box is properly marks the object
and whether the labels are correct.

The provided dateset does not contain height information however, so a separate measurement will be
done to collect height information. There are many different types of lamp posts in Amsterdam with varying
dimensions. Therefor a collection of twenty of a single type of lamp posts with a known height will be manu-
ally orchestrated using find tasks on each platform and subsequently annotated in a fix task. This will result
in twenty estimated heights for each platform which can be compared to the known height of the lamp post.
The type of lantern collected is the traditional Amsterdam "crown lantern" as seen in Figure 5.3, which has a
height of 3.75 meters [19].

Figure 5.3: Traditional Amsterdam crown lantern. Source: Google Street View.

5.2. Summary

A qualitative experiment will be executed to evaluate the system. In total 18 participants will be required
who will each execute one task type on each of the platforms. These participants are unpaid and untrained
volunteers, consisting of master students and PhD’s at the TU Delft. The experiments will be conducted
on location in a meeting room with one participant at a time. A range of metrics are composed which will
be used to evaluate the system. These metrics are accuracy, execution time, satisfaction, engagement and
cognitive load. The case study will be focused on lamp posts in Amsterdam, as they are very common in a
large city so there will be no issues finding them. Furthermore Amsterdam provides a large dataset containing
all the lamp posts in their city with the corresponding geo-locations, which will act as the ground truth for the
experiments. As this dataset does not contain height information, a separate test will be done for a particular
type of lamp post with a known height.

Ihttps://data.amsterdam.nl/, https://data.overheid.nl/
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The conducted experiments yielded a range of results which will be discussed in this chapter. Each of the
metrics as defined in the previous chapter will be discussed separately in the following sections. Finally it is
explored which implications these results have and which limitations there were in this experiment.

6.1. Experiment results
6.1.1. Accuracy

The accuracy of the system was measured for three different components: geo-location estimation accuracy,
data enrichment accuracy and verification accuracy. Each of these components are discussed below.

Geo-location estimation

One of the main goals for crowd-mapping is collecting geo-locations. This data which is estimated by the
system based on the input of the workers and therefor it is important that the output is reliable. Each of the
collected geo-locations during the experiments were compared to the ground truth dataset of street light-
ing in Amsterdam. This dataset is scanned for the lamp post closest to the crowd-mapped geo-location, by
calculating the distance (in meters) between the points in the dataset and the latitude and longitude of the
object.

In total 251 geo-locations were collected across the platforms. A boxplot which shows the accuracy is
presented in Figure 6.1. All objects with a distance greater than 20 meters from the ground truth were consid-
ered invalid and omitted from the data (a total of 9 results across all platforms). This shows the web platform
clearly has the least spread an the lowest mean, followed by the mobile platform and finally the VR platform
with means/standard deviation of 1.85 +2.08, 4.61 + 4.64 and 6.58 + 4.87 respectively. For the web platform,
83% of the collected geo-locations were within 2.5 meters of the object in the ground truth. For each of
the combination of platforms the difference in distance from the ground truth is of statistical significance
(Wilcoxon rank-sum test, p < 0.001).

Height estimation

For each platform, twenty lamp posts of the same type were found and annotated in a fix task. With the
estimated height for each task, the difference was calculated from the ground truth of 3.75 meters. These
results are plotted in Figure 6.2. The web platform achieved a mean difference of 0.15 + 0.12 meters, the
mobile platform 0.59 +0.26 meters and the VR platform 1.16 +0.70 meters. 85% of the estimations on the web
platform were within 0.3 meters of the ground truth and all of them were under 0.5 meters, with some results
approaching the ground truth to up to 0.009 meters (90 millimeters). As with the geo-location estimation, the
mobile and VR show more spread in the accuracy. As the estimated geo-location is a part of the equation for
the height estimation, this is to be expected. For each of the combination of platforms the difference from
the ground truth is of statistical significance (Wilcoxon rank-sum test, p < 0.006).

Data enrichment
For the fix task, participants had to enrich the objects found by the find task participants. Here they have to

draw bounding boxes and add relevant labels. The accuracy of these actions are presented in Table 6.1. Here
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Figure 6.2: Height estimation accuracy per platform.

it becomes clear that the VR platform performs best for drawing bounding boxes with an accuracy of 88.4%.
Most bounding boxes errors among all platforms were caused by not containing the entire object, but only a
part of it. It appears the VR participants were able to be more accurate in drawing the bounding boxes. The
label accuracy was roughly similar for the web and mobile platforms, but was worse on the VR platform. It
should also be noted that many participants only chose one or more of the suggested labels as opposed to
adding new labels. It requires less effort to select a predefined label and therefor the users preferred to do
this, but as they rarely included any new labels, the total set of labels remained small.

Web Mobile VR
% Correct bounding boxes | 72.9 71.4 88.4
% Correct labels 98.9 96.2 83.6

Table 6.1: Accuracy of fix task output for each platform and task type.

Verification
As a final step, the find and fix outputs were verified by the experiment participants. First they check whether
the marked object complies with the task description. Then they check whether the bounding box properly
contains the object and if the added labels are relevant to the object and it’s surroundings. The results of these
experiments can be seen in Table 6.2.

All platforms performed well in determining whether the object matched the description, with a slight
edge for the web platform. The platforms also performed similarly at verifying the bounding boxes, with the
VR platform marginally outperforming the others. Most errors were made by users viewing a bounding box
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as correct when a part of the object was not included in the box. And finally for the label verification, the
platforms again performed similarly.

Web Mobile VR

% Correct object verification 97.1 92.9 90.5
% Correct bounding boxes verification | 70.0 78.6 81.0
% Correct label verification 90.5 88.9 84.5

Table 6.2: Accuracy of verify task output for each platform and task type.

6.1.2. Execution time

For each of the tasks, the execution time was measured when the participants were conducting the experi-
ments. For the find task this the time it takes to find a single object: the timer starts when first starting the task
and stops when an object is found and marked. The timer is then started again and stopped when another
object is found and so on. With the fix and verify task, it is the time it takes to complete a single task. The
average execution times are shown in Table 6.3.

The mobile platform had the shortest execution time for every task type with the lowest spread. Similarly,
it was observed that the VR platform has the longest execution times for all task types. The obvious outlier is
the VR fix task execution time, but here it should also be noted that it did output the most accurate bounding
boxes, as seen in Table 6.1.

Web Mobile VR
Find | 18+15 16+15 20+19
Fix 25+21 19+13 41+36

Verify | 17+17 13+9 27+19

Table 6.3: Average execution time in seconds for each platform and task type.

6.1.3. Engagement

For all task types and platform, a user engagement score (UES) was calculated, based on the responses par-
ticipants gave for the UES short-form. This is a score on a scale of 1 to 7, with a higher score meaning the
participants were more engaged while performing the tasks. The respective score are presented in Table 6.4.
The scores for each platform and the different UES factors can be seen in Figure 6.3.

Project Sidewalk mentions that engagement remains a challenge. 63% of paid workers completed at least
one mission, while only 19.1% of volunteers did the same [31, 32]. Therefor, the findings from this experiment
could be of use for increasing the engagement.

The user engagement scores are relatively similar for the different platforms and task types, except for
the mobile platform, which got both the lowest and the highest score by some margin. With the fix task, the
frustration factor was higher for the mobile participants as the sometimes were not able to be as accurate
as they wanted to be. For the verify task, all mobile platform participants responded with lowest score for
confusion, indicating that the it was very clear for them what was expected from them. Additionally, most
participants indicated that time slipped away while executing the task, making them more willing to continue
executing the tasks.

Web Mobile VR
Find 493+060 4.68+0.45 5.00=+0.50
Fix 4.64+0.65 4.28+1.01 4.60+0.28

Verify | 4.72+0.74 5.26+1.12 4.29+1.16

Table 6.4: User engagement score for each platform and task type.
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Figure 6.3: Average score per UES factor for each platform and task type.

6.1.4. Cognitive load

Each participant filled in a "raw" Task Load Index form, to measure the cognitive load for each platform and
task type. Based on the responses, the average Task Load Index scores could be calculated, where a lower
score means a lower cognitive load. These averages are presented in Table 6.5 and the individual factors
making up these scores are plotted in Figure 6.4.

The VR platform has by far the highest scores across the different task types. Most participants experi-
enced it as a much more intensive experience, as it requires more physical interaction and is significantly
more immersive, yielding higher Mental Demand and Physical Demand scores. The frustration factor was
also much higher for the VR platform as participants experienced a steeper learning curve.

For the find task, the web platform has the lowest TLX score, as users found it intuitive to navigate through
the streets using the mouse controls. Similarly for the fix task, the web platform also has the lowest score
as participants indicated that it required less effort to draw the bounding boxes, which caused significantly
less frustration. And finally for the verify task, participants for the mobile and web platforms observed low
Temporal Demand, indicating that they did not experience much time pressure while executing the task. The
mobile platform has the lowest TLX score here, as users found it intuitive to navigate using the touch controls.

Web Mobile VR
Find | 21.9+12.39 285+ 16.50 36.0 +8.14
Fix 30.6 +13.66 40.2+5.88 49.5+11.29

Verify | 19.9+13.59 16.7+13.97 33.6+16.26

Table 6.5: Task Load Index score for each platform and task type.



6.1. Experiment results 41

100 100
m Mobile mm Mobile
. Web . \Web
80 - VR 80 - R
604 604
& 8
s s
& &
40 4 40 4
204 204
o] o]
& S e o & e .
R & o R T o o
a 2 (@ o
KON " o o e " o o
Platform Platform
(a) Average TLX factor scores by platform for find task (b) Average TLX factor scores by platform for fix task
100
m Mobile
. Web
804 = VR

60 -

Scores

404

20

04

& & & e
2 o 2 ‘“\aﬂ‘ &m’t

®
A0
o‘*“n‘
<0

)
v vx\f"tﬂ o

Platform
(c) Average TLX factor scores by platform for verify task

Figure 6.4: Average score per TLX factor for each platform and task type.

6.1.5. Satisfaction
After each experiment on a certain platform, users were asked to give a general rating on their experience,
along with additional comments. The average of these ratings is found in Table 6.6.

For the find task, the web platform marginally beat the mobile and the VR platform. Some users preferred
using a mouse to mark the objects, whereas others preferred the touch input of the mobile platform. This
score is slightly lower than the findings by Qiu, where users gave the task a satisfaction score of 3.9/5 (or
7.8/10) [27].

With the fix task, the web platform again has the highest average rating. Users found the web platform
more convenient to draw the bounding boxes, as it is easier to be more precise with a mouse.

However, for the verify task the mobile platform performed significantly better. Users found the touch
input a convenient and quick way of interacting with the application (which also reflected in the lower TLX
score) and could see themselves performing this type of task for example when they have some downtime.
The most divide in ratings in general was observed for the VR platform. Participants with no prior VR experi-
ence found it harder to get into, whereas participants who had experienced VR before were more comfortable
using the platform.

Web Mobile VR
Find | 70+1.15 6.8+0.69 6.8+0.75
Fix 80+1.15 7.0+063 7.2+0.75

Verify | 7.7+1.37 8.8+1.21 7.0+2.65

Table 6.6: Average user rating for each platform and task type
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6.2. Discussion
In this section, it is discussed which implications can be made based on the collected data. Furthermore,
there were some limitations in this experiment which will also be discussed in this section.

6.2.1. Implications

The experiments showed that the location estimation method using two angles is able to achieve accurate
results when the platform supports an input method which allows the user to mark the object with precision,
as is the case with the mouse on the web platform. It is much easier to accurately click on a specific location
with a mouse than using your finger. With mobile VR the workers have to select the location using their head
movement and as it’s hard to keep your head completely still it will complicate being accurate. Especially
considering the fact that with the location estimation algorithm used (as explained in Section 3.5.1), a worker
has to mark the same object twice, from different angles, which further increases the chance of being inac-
curate. Accuracy suffers when the marked position slightly differs for the two angles. A solution could be to
let the workers mark more than two angles. However, this would significantly increase execution time for the
find task. With 83% of the estimated geo-locations being within 2.5 meters of the ground truth, the web plat-
form in combination with the two angle location estimation method can be considered sufficiently accurate.
The other platform also performed reasonable, with the majority of the results being within 5 meters of the
ground truth. Depending on the required accuracy;, all platforms could be deployed to execute find tasks.

The height estimation showed very accurate results for the web platform, with 85% of the estimation being
within 30 centimeters of the ground truth. The mobile platform was less accurate, with a mean difference of
59 centimeters, followed by the VR platform with a mean of 116 centimeters. As explained in Section 3.5.2,
part of the estimation is calculating the distance from the camera to the marked object, which requires the
estimated geo-location of the object. As a result, the height estimation suffers when the geo-location lacks
accuracy. The more accurate the geo-location gets, the more accurate the height estimation will get. For
now, it depends on the application if the height estimation could be of use. If a rough indication of height
is required, all platforms may supply sufficient estimations, but when more accuracy is required the web
platform should be used.

The data enrichment part of the experiment showed mixed results, with the VR platform being signifi-
cantly more accurate in drawing bounding boxes, but performing worse at generating relevant labels. The
bounding box accuracy could be a result of the fact that they are closer to the screen and therefor are better
able to make out the object. The VR label generation accuracy could be caused by errors from the voice recog-
nition. Most bounding box errors among the platforms were made by participants not correctly following the
instructions on how to draw a bounding box, so this could be improved upon. Additionally, the set of text
labels did not grow much after the initial workers added labels, as these labels are presented as suggestions
for other workers. As a result they often only picked the predefined labels as opposed to adding new labels.

Verification accuracy was similar across all platforms. Ideally the bounding box verification accuracy
would be higher, which could be achieved by having more workers verify the same data, similar to for ex-
ample Project Sidewalk [32].

The mobile platform proved to be the quickest for all tasks in terms of execution time, which might be
because with touch control, every element that can be interacted with on the screen is within finger’s reach,
making the interactions quicker. The VR platform was the slowest with a fix task execution time average of 41
seconds. Navigation and interaction is slower on this platform as the ways of interacting with the application
are limited. As noted before the bounding box accuracy was much higher than the other platforms, so this
seems to be compromised by the execution time.

User engagement and cognitive load were other factors that were measured during the experiments. The
VR platform received significantly higher TLX scores given the more immersive and physically demanding
nature of the platform. This did not appear to heavily impact the user engagement however, with the excep-
tion of the verify task, where the immersion of VR did not seem to have any added value and users were less
engaged.

All results considered, the platforms in their current implementation all appear to have a specific task
type at which it performs best overall. This is also roughly reflected in the user satisfaction scores. The web
platform seems best suited for the find tasks, with the high accuracy, reasonable execution time, high en-
gagement score and lowest TLX score. Similarly the VR platform performs well at the fix tasks, although the
execution time and perceived task load have to be considered when utilizing the platform. Finally, the mobile
platform seems well suited for verify task execution. Participant executed the tasks very quickly, whilst still
being reasonably accurate, receiving high user engagement scores and low TLX scores.
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6.2.2. Limitations

The main limitation of the experiment was the limited amount of participants. Mainly the engagement, cog-
nitive load and satisfaction metrics suffer from this as this is subjective data which would benefit from having
more input. Similarly it could benefit from a more diverse demographic, as all participants were affiliated
with the TU Delft.

The results of these experiments come from a single case study with lamp posts. Further research needs
to be done with different objects to determine whether the type of object influences the metrics. Additionally,
no ground truth data set was available for the height estimation, so this was manually orchestrated. In the
interest of time, the size of this dataset was limited to twenty lamp posts.






Conclusions

In this thesis it was studied how to design and implement a multi-platform crowd-mapping application for
urban object mapping using street-level imagery. In the process novel techniques were researched and ap-
plied, such as mobile virtual reality, location estimation and height estimation. The resulting application
showed promising results regarding location/height estimation accuracy and user satisfaction. During this
research, the four research questions that were posed in this thesis were answered.

To answer RQ1, a literature study was conducted. From this study it became evident that the topic of
crowd-mapping is a relatively new field of research. The origins can be found in managing crises and disas-
ters in 2008 when the Ushahidi system was developed to map post-election violence in Kenya. In 2010 this
platform was used to collect data about events surrounding the Haiti earthquake. In the following years new
crowd-mapping systems would emerge and in 2011 the concept was defined as "combining the aggregation
of a Geographic Information System and crowd-generated content" [8].

Based on the nine systems found in the studied literature, a taxonomy was made for crowd-mapping
using street-level imagery. These systems all map properties, which are either subjective or objective, using
a certain strategy. This information formed a solid basis for this thesis, but a research gap was recognized.
First of all, it must be stated that crowd-mapping systems still have added value in a world of computer vision
systems, as these systems tend to output false-positives which would be avoided when judged by humans.
Furthermore these algorithms require human-annotated training data. All of the existing crowd-mapping
platforms were developed on web-based platforms. This thesis serves as a first step to research alternative
approaches by implementing the mobile application and the mobile VR platform. Similarly as mentioned
earlier, the systems tend to have a main focus on either accessibility data or cityscape data, but none of
them abstract the idea of crowd-mapping in a manner that the system can be used for general purpose goals.
Finally, geo-location estimation remained a challenge throughout the systems and none of them estimated
the height of the mapped objects. This thesis proposes novel approaches to tackle these challenges.

As part of RQ2 it was researched how to abstract the concept of crowd-mapping and how to develop a
platform with which task requesters can deploy general purpose crowd-mapping tasks. A general task re-
quester workflow was composed which consists of specifying task details, deploying the task and analyzing
the results. Based on this workflow, a crowd-mapping dashboard was developed where a task can be created
by providing the task goal, budget and area bounds for the task. After deploying the task, it will be instantly
available for workers on all task executing platforms using the developed API. After they submit their results
they are aggregated an presented in the dashboard as part of the analysis section. The results are shown on
an interactive map with a heatmap which shows the hot-spots of objects in the task area.

As the aim of RQ3 was to research time- and cost-efficiently task execution with high accuracy, it was
decided to use the find-fix-verify pattern. This is a proven strategy in literature and splits tasks into a series
of generation and review stages [7]. When a task is deployed, find tasks are generated first. In these tasks
the workers are free to virtually roam around a designated area, with the goal of finding objects matching the
task description as provided by the requester. The aim here is to collect geo-location information for these
objects, which has to be estimated from the workers input. A novel approach was proposed which involves
marking the object from two angles and calculating the intersection of the lines figuratively drawn from both
angles.

45
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The second stage is the fix task, with the aim of enriching the data generated in the find task, or discarding
it when the data is not accurate. The enrichment part consists of drawing a bounding box over the object
and providing labels which are relevant to the object or it’s surroundings. This data can be used to train a
computer vision system and the bounding box is also used to calculate the height of an object. This is done
by calculating the angle from the camera to the highest point of the bounding box and using the distance
from the camera to the object. This data can be used to calculate the height by simply calculating the side of
triangle given a known side (the distance between camera and object) and an angle.

The final stage of the task execution process is the verify task. As the name suggests, the aim of this task is
to verify the input which was provided by other workers. They do so by indicating whether the marked object
matches the task description and whether the bounding box properly encloses the object. Furthermore they
judge whether the provided labels are relevant for the object and it’s surroundings.

As this thesis uses novel approaches for crowd-mapping, it was evaluated how the different platforms
affect the worker satisfaction, perceived cognitive load, engagement, execution time and output quality as
part of RQ4. As a general note, the input method did seem to affect the accuracy of the output. With the
find task for example it is more challenging to accurately mark an object using touch-based or gaze-based
controls, which should be a consideration when utilizing the two-angle location estimation approach.

The execution time for each of the tasks and platforms was measured during the experimentation. This
showed that the mobile platform consistently had the lowest execution time for all tasks. All task types and
platforms had an average of well below one minute however. The mobile VR platform tasks took the longest
to execute on average as the gaze based interaction tends to be slower than touch or mouse input.

An important part of the experimentation was the task output quality and accuracy. The proposed geo-
location technique showed promising results, especially from the web platform with a mean difference of 1.85
meters from the ground truth and 83% within 2.5 meters. The web platform also performed very well at height
estimation with a mean difference of 15 centimeters and 85% of the estimations being within 30 centimeters
of the ground truth. As the height estimation technique uses the result of the geo-location estimation, these
results can be improved by improving the geo-location estimation technique.

The bounding box drawing was relatively accurate with 71.4% and higher of the bounding boxes being
drawn correctly. Most bounding box errors were made by users not correctly following the instructions of
precisely enclosing just the object and not more or less than that. Making these instructions more obvious
could affect the results.

An interesting finding was that suggesting labels which have been entered before by other workers should
be done with caution. Workers tend to choose the suggested labels more frequently which limits the amount
of new labels that are generated. The label accuracy was very accurate with a percentage of correct labels of
83.6% for the mobile VR platform and the web and mobile platforms approaching 100%. This could however
also be caused by the workers choosing the suggested labels, which keeps the total set of different labels
limited.

The final part of accuracy measurements was done for the verification part of the system. The accuracy
was close to or over 90% for the label and object verification. The bounding box verification accuracy suffered
from the same issue as the bounding box drawing, with people not strictly following the instructions.

Experimentation suggested that the platforms in their current implementation all have a specific task
type which produces the highest output quality and satisfaction. The web platform produces high-quality
geo-location estimations whilst having reasonable execution times, high engagement scores and low per-
ceived cognitive load for the find tasks. Lower label accuracy aside, the mobile platform performs well at the
fix task with the bounding box accuracy outperforming that of the web and mobile platforms with a signifi-
cant margin. Finally the mobile platform seems best suited for the verify tasks with the combination of high
accuracy, low execution time, high user engagement scores and low perceived cognitive load.

The perceived cognitive load was relatively high in general for the mobile VR platform, as users found
it harder to learn the basic controls, which lead to a higher frustration factor. The physical part of having
to move your head for virtual reality also naturally resulted in higher mental demand and physical demand
factors. The average perceived cognitive load was lower for the web and mobile platform. Furthermore, the
different platforms seemed to marginally affect the satisfaction ratings but the sample size is too low to draw
definitive conclusions on this subject.
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7.1. Future work

One of the main limitations of the experiment was the limited amount of participants with a total of 18. More
research should be done with additional participants to determine whether this affects the results. These
participants should also have more diverse background as opposed to being limited to having a TU Delft
background.

The experiment in this work focused on a single case study with lamp posts in Amsterdam. Further re-
search needs to be done with different objects and different cities to determine whether the type of object
influences the metrics. Similarly, the only tested geo-location technique is the two-angled approach which
was proposed in this thesis. An alternative approach could be to use more than two angles, which might pos-
itively affect the output quality but simultaneously increase the execution time. Additional research could be
done on geo-location estimation on platforms with less accurate input methods like the mobile and mobile
VR platforms used in this thesis.

Some workers had difficulty getting used to the mobile VR platform interaction. This caused frustration
and higher perceived cognitive load. More work could be put into improvements of the user interface and
interaction methods in order to reduce the frustration factor.

Another subject which was proposed in this thesis is object height estimation. As there was no ground
truth data set was available at the time of writing, this was composed manually. In the interest of time, the size
of this dataset was limited to twenty lamp posts. A larger ground truth dataset should be found or generated
and be compared to the output from crowd-mapping tasks.

Worker selection and task assignment strategies were considered out of the scope of this thesis. The task
assignment is currently implemented as a first-come-first-serve strategy. Considering worker quality and
reliability could improve the output quality. Furthermore, the task output only went through a single stage of
verification, meaning that the task output of a crowd worker is only verified by a single other crowd worker.
As a final future work proposal it could be researched whether multiple verification stages would improve
output quality and how this affects the execution time.
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