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1897 >

New Pretoria Leper Asylum

Nieuwe Leprozen Gesticht (Afrikaans)

100 patients

Pretoria
(Capital of the Transvaal)

Entrance Westfort 1901

source: digitallibrary.usc.edu
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1897 > 1927 > 1997 >

Closed & Abandoned

small group of patients & staff left
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Informal Settlement st squa
aedict agalmt
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Extension of informal house in old patient wards.
Photo: Gerben Jansen




1897 > 1927 > 1997 > 2006 > FUTURE n

Function ?

Occupants?




IS IT IMPORTANT TO LET WESTFORT PLAY A
ROLE IN THE FUTURE?
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Westfort = Valuable

historical architectural value

Part of Canon Public
Works ZAR
(1887 -1902)




Westfort = Valuable

historic architectural value historic healthcare value
Part of Canon Public Only remaining leper colony in SA
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Westfort = Valuable

historic architectural value historic healthcare value
Part of Canon Public Only remaining leprocy INTERNATIONAL colony in SA
Works ZAR
(1 887 -1 902) Caugth Lepers from Robben Island

design & contextual value community value

Picturesque “village” in beautiful landscape Unique Informal Community




Main Theme 18

SEPARATION CONNECTION




Westfort as a centre for the area were entrepreneurship is promoted.

BEELD VAN WORKCENTRE MET
WERKENDE MENSEN




Westfort & Pretoria 2017
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Informal Community

«“The current population of Westfort is made up of mostly
unemployed people of all ages, majority plack with a minority white,
speaking a combination of Sotho, Zulu, English and Afrikaans.”

B. Saccaggi & T. Delport, J. of community arch. and heritage, Vol. 2 No. 1, February, 2015, 40-56

- diverse community
- initiatives for work and community come
from people themselves

- heart for Westfort (social & heritage)




Informal Community

- poverty
- unemployment
- crime, drug abuse

- no good facilities

- N0 means proper maintenance




Informal Community

- no faciities

- N0 means proper maintenance




Connecting Target Groups

ENTREPRENEUR

INHABITANT <—> VISITOR



meeting of cultures Nation BUIldlng

Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek / Transvaal
(period 1881 -1902)

Paul Kruger Sytze Wierda
president head DPW

Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek Staatsdrukkery

Eendragt maakt magt

Unity empowers
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context Nation Building

Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek / Transvaal
(period 1881 -1902)

< ~ Heradpe AP Staatsdrukkery

Eendragt maakt magt

Unity empowers
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context Nation Building

Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek / Transvaal
(period 1881 -1902)

e S N 5 rt Staatsdrukkery

Eendragt maakt magt

Unity empowers
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context

Nation Building
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context Nation Building

Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek / Transvaal
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context

Assignment to build a leper colony

“Dat z1) op de mees humane wijze een aangenaam en
aantrekkelijk verblijf moet zijn, voor ongelukkigen, die
door eene ongeneeselijke besmettelijke kwaal levenslang

aan dié plek gebonden zijn”

riglyne vir die Hoof van Publieke Werke en sy personeel
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context Building Westfort

1903

IDEALS
19t C IDEALS

HOSPITAL ZAR
ARCHITECTURE
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context Building Westfort
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context Building Westfort

BLACK SPACE
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= TO SEPARATE
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context Building Westfort

HIERARCHY AND FACILITIES

5,
HOUSES STAFF \"g‘gﬂ@“
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context | past Characteristics Westfort

SEPARATION

on all levels

Stad Gebouw / Cluster
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context | past

Characteristics Westfort

SET UP

Westort as representation of  _ g
ideal ZAR community

19th C hospital architecture
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context | past

Characteristics Westfort

STRUCTURE

symmetrical clusters and free standing buildings
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context

IDEALS
19" C
HOSPITAL
ARCHITECTURE

IDEALS
1920s
HOSPITAL
ARCHITECTURE

IDEALS
1950s
HOSPITAL
ARCHITECTURE

Characteristics Westfort

WESFORT AS MODEL SOCIETY

IDEALS
ZAR

IDEALS
UNION OF SA

IDEALS
APARTHEID
ERA




context Westfort Nowadays

WESTFORT = IN DECAY

2004 2016

- open space neglected

- borders fade away

- green disappears

- buildings are broken down
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context

Westfort Nowadays

1890s

Pressure of surrounding developments

future?

- monotone

- mainly low income housing
- not pedestrian friendly

- lack of public space

- lack of commercial space

- no public green space
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problem statement

Issues Westfort

19th healing architecture

leprosy structure & symmetry

separation hierarchy order

isolated colon
apartheid ZAR y

self-sufficient ‘village’
Dutch influence

eendragt maakt magt P AST _ £ -

no water
no facilities
g water shortage
informal,settlement
. Cnmé . food shortage
vague borders no order”

new pedestrian routes

PRESENT

decay & demolition : : 7
- d dependency

FUTURE

developments around / over Westfort

\\

e S———y increasing welfare around Wesfort ?

entrepreneurial & social initiatives ) ?

increasing importance internet & ICT
unemployment
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problem statement

Issues Westfort

19th healing architecture

leprosy structure & symmet
separation hierarchy order

isolated colon
apartheid ZAR y

self-sufficient ‘village’

Dutch influence

eendragt maakt magt P AST _ £ -

no water
no facilities
g water shortage
informal,settlement
. Cnmé . r? food shortage
vague borders no order” .

new pedestrian routes 2
decay & demolition | - 7 ?  developments around / over Westfort
i ) 4 dependency
e S———y increasing welfare around Wesfort o
entrepreneurial & social initiatives ) ?

increasing importance internet & ICT

unemployment

44



..« i

TR,

jd
c
)
S
()
et
©
el
(/.
S
Q@
0
(@
| -
a

problem statement

45



problem statement

Problem Statement | Function

WORK PUBLIC

SPACE

Westfort and its surrounding area lack

proper public and green space and a

proper area were the community can
gather.

Westfort and its surrounding area have
a high unemployment rate and do not
offer good facilities promoting
entrepreneurship and social projects.

VISITORS

The monumental and senic values
of Westfort, the ridge and fort
Daspoortrand do not come close to
its potential and are by this currently
not appealing for tourists and visitors.
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EieblonilsiatEmant Design Question

TRANSITION

Characteristic for Westfort is the sequence of different areas.
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problem statement

Design Question

TRANSITION

Characteristic for Westfort is the sequence of different areas.

A result of separation.
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problem statement Design Question

PAST SA CURRENT / FUTURE
SA

SEPARATION TENSION CONNECTION




problem statement Design Question

How can Wesfort get an public and open character in which the sequence of
spaces 1s tangible?




CONCEPT




concept Location




concept Location




concept Location




concept Characteristics

Separation

95



concept Characteristics

Pedestrian “Westfort” Route

I\
S
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Characteristics

Structure & Symmetry
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concept Concept

Connecting over Borders
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MASTERPLAN




masterplan Structure

Publick Pulliek

L .

PLAN WIERDA NEW PLAN
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masterplan ROUtlng

=Y




masterplan

— -
. - FT[:35|
. |
0 < = v 5
—
e I J :
I_rJ O (L | S 2 g : =
; | |
P o > "
> N : i &}q X 5
A =4 \ B
- A g 4 b {} (_‘j
b= & -
BN =1
| - C} :
n N\ ;i
L S .
||I 0, :
Lifﬁ (\/\\/) \

e
I :
| l'. 7
= &
¢
Hhiz =
M
1956

2015

62



masterplan

VANWYKSHOUT TREE

£

R

1956 2015
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masterplan Interventions
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masterplan

Overview Masterplan

f

==
g @ O @D
&
S -
<
e D,
> >
A
Q
N
S
o %%%
N
X B

65



masterplan Transition through areas
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Westfort Works Entrance

pretoria
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pretoria
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History Dutch Reformed Church

e
18967 - 1901 - 19..? 19..2-2015-2016 2016 - 20..?
Klaas van Rijse jr. (DPW) Unknown Unsatisfied inhabitants Wesfort

70



L
(&)
S
-

L

O

©
Q
=
S
@)

[ T
Q

o

i -
(&)

el
-

o
N
O

e
({p)

"
((})

et
(&)
©
S
©

L

&)




Concept DR Church --> Open Theater

first “open church” N second “octagonal church” » concept “open church theater” N concept “open church theather”
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Concept DR Church --> Open Theater
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Open Theater

W
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pretoria
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Fort Daspoortrand Hiking Route




p retoria
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Route to new suburbs

pretoria
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Westfort Works Workshop Room

pretoria
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Design Changing Building




Design Characteristics Changing Building

plain side facade with
bull eye air vent

ritmic and “closed”
facade with windows
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Design Characteristics Changing Building
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History Changing Building
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Concept Workshop Room

A-symmetric on struture cluster:
- not static, but dynamic gesture
- in original “gap”
- length changing room i1s maintained
- creates three distinct sides

- emphisizes Westfort Route
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Meeting Place along Westfort Route

“meet me under the tree...”

“...or at the lamppost™

ARl il
R

Westfort bench
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Westfort Works Info Centre

=]
n=s

sl

89



Westfort Works Kitchen
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Westfort Works Workshop Room | Lecture Set Up
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Westfort Works Workshop Room | Workshop Set Up
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Westfort Works Outdoor Gather Space

existing tree as focal point

“African indaba”
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Cluster Side | Toilets

native vanwykshout trees
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Materialisation

Workshop Room

concrete plinth brick heads grey corrugated steel roof steel window frames composite wooden column  steel louvers
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Materialisation

New Walls Changing Room

p——" ]

l\\____"'-"\\l

|

white plaster red painted wooden doors new concrete floor red painted wooden wall white plaster red painted wooden door
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Materialisation

Floor Design

pattern designed by local artist, made by local craftmen

(@)

O~ 00O

reused slate from floor chaning room

2531 (e O

i SN P55 S

NATIVE / LOCAL DESIGN ZAR DESIGN
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Sun Shade
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230 mm

60 ton / 100 m?

thermal rock floor (local slate)
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Characteristics Houses
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Concept Work Houses

HERITAGE

WORKING LIVING

parking in shadow and
proximity house

selling goods

drying wash
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Design Work Houses
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Design Work Houses
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translucent plastic corrugated plates
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Design Work Houses

chimneys for fireplace | functional | ritme
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water tank for heating

X

he%ting plate

3

water tank for hot

drinking water

evacuated water tubes
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water tank for heating

water tank for hot

he%ting plate

3

evacuated water tubes
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design | work houses
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evacuated water tubes
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Characteristics Houses

Front & Back Facade Side Facades Plan

- Layout changed through years - Plain facade with bull eye window - “Stoep” (veranda)
- Equally sized rooms

- Plain long roofs
- Washing room

: - -
i '

L

114



Concept & Design
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FUTURE?

TUTORS GO TO PRETORIA TO DISCUS
WESTFORT WITH COMMUNITY

HOPEFULLY MY PLAN CAN GIVES AN POSI-
TIVE CONTRIBUTION
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