
Scene 1: Plaza Nelson Mandela



Scene 2: Plaza de Augustín Lara



Scene 3: Espacio Dragones Lavapíes
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Observations from the site analysis

The site analysis of the Embajadores neighborhood highlights 
various aspects of dissidence, using a range of methods to provide 
a multifaceted understanding of the topic. These methods include 
architectural drawings to map and analyze spatial dynamics, 
as well as narrative techniques that explore the experiential and 
less tangible qualities of urban spaces shaped by dissidence. 
 
The analysis in plan highlights how spaces are being used and 
navigated within the framework of dissidence. Pavements 
divide, slopes create barriers, fences provoke questions, and 
galleries and balconies foster connection. These material 
elements reveal how dissent manifests spatially and how they 

 
 
In sectional studies, the analysis compares the spatial and social 
characteristics of urban squares when dissident practices are 
present versus when these are absent. It demonstrates how 
dissent, as both action and reaction, transforms the spaces and 
how various actors engage with each other and the environment. 
 
Narrative methods uncover the more latent and experiential 
aspects of these spaces. This is achieved through two 
perspectives: dialogues between a host and a visitor, offering 
insight into lived experiences and local dynamics and  the second 
being  experimental  writings that reveals  hidden  material ecologies 
and coping mechanisms often overlooked by passersby. 

From the site analysis, three primary categories of actors 
emerge, each with distinct objectives and concerns related to 
dissidence:

Dissidents

• Core motivations: Necessity, urgency, direct action, 
critique, reclamation, risk, and emancipation.

• Community and culture: Solidarity, socializing, cultural 
traditions, community building, and freedom of space.

• Creative expression: Visibility, expression, resistance, 

challenges.

• Opposition to authority: Rejection of control, protest 
against inequities, and a push for self-determination and 
resourcefulness.
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Authority

• Regulation and control: Management, ownership 
regulations, enforcement, safety, and public order

• Concerns and interventions: Prevention of damage, 
unauthorized actions, health and safety, liability, and 
economic considerations.

•  Surveillance, policing, 
regulation of visual appeal, and maintaining 
neighborhood standards.

• Impact management: Dialogue, negotiations, and 
interventions to balance competing interests.

Users

• Community dynamics: Neighborhood impact, support, 
division, and reframing perceptions.

• Emotional responses: Engagement, appreciation, dislike, 
frustration, and tolerance.

• Concerns: Safety, noise disturbances, inconvenience, and 
changing perceptions.

• Identity and belonging: Interpretation, observation, and 
navigating shared spaces.

Design objectives can incorporate the concerns and goals 
of different types of actors, leading to balanced design 
interventions or the creation of conditions that foster a more 
bottom-up approach to design, with the aim of improving the 
everyday lives of vulnerable communities.


