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THE OBLIQUE & 
THE APPROPRIATION

ARCHITECTURE AS CATALYST FOR URBAN ACTIVITIES
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WHAT IS A PUBLIC SPACE?
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PUBLIC SPACE IS A PLACE FOR...
VARIOUS PEOPLE

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES
VARIOUS FORMS
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PUBLIC SPACE, PERCEPTION AND USE: ADULTS
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PUBLIC SPACE, PERCEPTION AND USE: CHILDREN
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ACTIVITIES AS CONTINUATION OF KIDS PERCEPTION

SKATEBOARDING

STREET
 PERFORMANCE

PARKOUR &
FREERUNNING

BMX

BREAK- & 
STREETDANCE

STREET ART
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STREET CULTURE

PUBLIC SPACE NOT MERELY UTILITARIAN SPACES ,
BUT LIVING CANVASES WHERE INDIVIDUALS CAN FREELY EXPRESS THEMSELVES,
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13 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

WHAT ARCHITECTUAL SHAPES INSPIRE THESE ACTIVITIES?
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PIER15

WHAT ARCHITECTUAL SHAPES INSPIRE THESE ACTIVITIES?
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POTENTIALS OF STREET CULTURE

!
STRONG COMMUNITIES AND 

SENSE OF BELONGING

EYES ON THE STREET PHYSICALL AND MENTAL
WELLBEING

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

CONTRIBUTE TO VIBRANCY AND 
SOCIAL DYNAMICS

CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS
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STREET CULTURE IS BAD?
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HOSTILE ARCHITECTURE EXCLUDES INDIVIDUALS
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STREET CULTURE IS MISUNDERSTOOD



XAM ADAN CATALYST OF URBAN ACTIVITIES

A NEED FOR DIALOGUE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
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MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPOT

KULTURFORUM, BERLIN



XAM ADAN CATALYST OF URBAN ACTIVITIES

MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPOT

MUSEUM OF OCEAN AND SURF, STEVEN HOLL
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WHAT IS A PUBLIC CONDENSOR?

SCATTERED AND DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES
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HOW PUBLIC IS A PUBLIC BUIDING?

PUBLIC SPACE 
IN WHICH INDIVIDUALS CAN EXPRESS THEMSELVES FREELY
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HOW PUBLIC IS A PUBLIC BUIDING?

“PUBLIC” BUILDING 
REDUCES PUBLIC SPACE AND REPLACES IT WITH 

INTERIOR PROGRAM THAT HAS ITS OWN RULES AND OPENING HOURS
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HOW PUBLIC IS A PUBLIC BUIDING?

PUBLIC BUILDING + PUBLIC SPACE 
INSTEAD OF TREATING THEM DIFFERENTLY, A BUILDING CAN BE BOTH.

ARCHITECTURE CAN SHAPE NEW PUBLIC SPACE WITH POTENTIALLY ADDED VALUE
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WHERE?
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BERLIN, FRIEDRICHSHAIN

EAST SIDE GALLERY
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BERLIN, FRIEDRICHSHAIN

RAW GELÄNDE
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BERLIN, FRIEDRICHSHAIN

BERGHAIN
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BERLIN, FRIEDRICHSHAIN

“DOGSHIT” SKATESPARK
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WHERE IN BERLIN?

ISOLATED COMMUNITIES IN OWN BUBBLE

W
H

ER
E?

INTERACTIVE COMMUNITIES AT BORDER
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BORDER BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOODS
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WRIEZENER PARK
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WRIEZENER PARK

SURROUNDED BY GREEN

DIVERSE CONTEXT

CONTRASTING THRESHOLD

GREAT ACCESIBILITY

<1900

used to be train station

used to be power plant

1900-1920 

1940-1960 | post war

1960-1990 | berlin wall

1990-2022 | new east berlin
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URBAN ACTIVITIES IN PARK
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ARCHITECTURE AS COMPLEMENTARY PROGRAM

skateable architecture

restaurant using locally produced food from urban farming community

greenhouse for food production

cullinary workshop space

winter garden

urban living room with conversation pit & coffee stand

rooftop skatebowl

exhibition space

makersbase and workshop space

informal auditorium steps

habitable circulation as library and study space to further develop skills
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OBSERVATIONS AS FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN

?

SOCIAL COMPLEXITY URBAN ACTIVITIES ARCHSCAPE

isolated 
Communities

“How to stimulate soCial interaCtions to 
bring tHese Communities togetHer?”

laCk of Complexity + linearity

= passing tHrougH

“How Can we use Complexity to inCrease 
interaCtion and Create a Heterogenous 

environment?”

urban aCtivities 
seperate from arCHiteCture

“wHat arCHiteCtural sHapes Can provoke 
aCtivity, wHilst being appropriable for 

multiple users at tHe same time?”

tHresHold

park & urbanity

“How Can architeCture and landscape 
be merged into one?”
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architecture and urban 
activities become one

urban activities

tucked away
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HOW TO MIX THEM THROUGH FORM? 

1. linearity = less interaCtion 2. row typology =
no Communal spaCe

4. break open Courtyard =
u-sHape witH publiC Communal spaCe

6. zigzag pattern = permeable sHape

3. Courtyard typology =
private Communal spaCe

5. link & alternate =
meandering Courtyards
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ZIGZAG CHARACTERISTICS

1. Communal spaCes in Courtyards, 
surrounded by CirCulation

4. Heterogenous interaCtion & perspeCtives 
vs monotonous due to linearity

=
vS

7. suitable for gaining HeigHt

2. interseCted program witH CirCulation =
Habitable CirCulation for inCreased interaCtions

5. Corners slow users down

8. reduCes distanCe between spaCes, 
by expanding ContaCt area

3. views for soCial interaCtion and exploration

6. invite Context, nature and dayligHt in

9. link & rotate = enHanCed CHaraCteristiCs



XAM ADAN CATALYST OF URBAN ACTIVITIES

“being inClined, tHe wall beComes experienCeable” 
paul virillio, Claude parent  - funCtion of tHe oblique

THE OBLIQUE

=
Horizontal

oblique oblique multipliCation

vertiCal addition

=
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FUNCTION OF THE OBLIQUE
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THE OBLIQUE AND PERCEPTION
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THE OBLIQUE AND PERCEPTION
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THE OBLIQUE AND STREET CULTURE
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OBLIQUE SECTION CONCEPT

1. program distribution: 
Communal vs individual

2. visual ConneCtions on all layers, 
due to diagonal

5.  levels seperated from portal struCture

4. portal ConstruCtion 
struCtures tHe arCHiteCture

3. form provokes aCtivity inside and outside 
at tHe same time

6. main struCture free of ventilation Canals
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FORM CONCEPT

1. remove anomalies to make spaCe for a more CoHesive and integrated Cultural spaCe 
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FORM CONCEPT

2. extend park into site and Create ConneCtions
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FORM CONCEPT

3. zigzag pattern on site breaks linearity
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FORM CONCEPT

4. Communal spaCes and Habitable CirCulation Created by zigzag
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FORM CONCEPT

5. oblique route up and down
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FORM CONCEPT

6. aCCentuated Communal spaCes Create more permeable sHape
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FORM CONCEPT

7. double oblique, fixed x distanCe [2.4-3.6-2.4] and differentiating z distanCe.
experienCeable faCade witH varying angles
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FORM CONCEPT

8. blanket of grey briCks extends street onto tHe roof.
streetsCape beComes roofsCape
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FORM CONCEPT

9. Communal spaCes on roof
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FORM CONCEPT

10. transparenCy to tHe interior tHrougH large glass faCades and skyligHts.
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SITEPLAN
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

glulam struCture along zigzag struCtures tHe building
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

glulam struCture for Communal spaCes as extended portals from zigzag Coming togetHer in 
multiple direCtions
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

3 types of approaCHing tHe struCture of tHe floor, sHaping tHe 1st level

fully Hung floor

Half suspended floor

 Conventional floor
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

stability is Created tHrougH HigH repetition of portals in different direCtions, Combined witH 
steel Horizontal pipes. tHis way Crosses Could be avoided
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

ConneCtions between buildings and levels in wHiCH stairs beCome a distinCtive element
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STRUCTURAL CONCEPT

Clt walls and roof provide extra stability
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CLIMATE CONCEPT

skyligHts and openings in glass faCades provide oppurtunity for natural ventilation
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CLIMATE CONCEPT

air supply from ground floor to maximeze staCk effeCt witH tHe skyligHts. a ground based venti-
lation system will be used, baCked up by 3 teCHniCal spaCes
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CLIMATE CONCEPT

to keep portal struCture free from visible ventilation pipes, tHe Hanging floors will funCtion as 
airsuply and air exHaust
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ventilation pipes don´t Cross so tHey Can stay Hidden in tHe floors

CLIMATE CONCEPT
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ARCHITECTURE AS HABITABLE URBAN LANDSCAPE
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GROUND FLOOR
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GROUND FLOOR

1

2
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FIRST FLOOR

1
3

2
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CLIMATE SECTION
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CLIMATE SECTION
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rainwater collection

brick birdhouse in masonry

green roof:
- biodiversitythrough different biotopes

- reduces uhi and insulates

- stormwater retention

brick resistent against active use and thermic mass

wastebased bricks from stonecycling:
-  bricks produced from 60% waste

- 91 kg/m2 upcycle

- co2 compensated production

964145 kg waste upcycled

glulam portals:
- made from widely 
  available spruce wood

- low footprint, due to 
  local production

- stores co2
- provides shading

- warm atmosphere

klp secretions:
- recycled plastic

- open structure = 
  more daylight

- workspace + 
   bookshelves

floor heating & cooling

- low temperature

- combined with heat-cold    
  storage

daylight penetration

stack effect provides natural ventilation

through skylight and ground based ventilation

openable window + 
interior shading

creates chimney effect

stack ventilation

ventilation pipes hidden in floors 
for hybrid ventilation

1

2 3
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 1: SINGLE CUT, SINGLE JOINT
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 1: SINGLE JOINT
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 2: DOUBLE JOINT
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 2
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 3: COMPLEX GEOMETRY JOINT
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 3: COMPLEX GEOMETRY JOINT

custom made steel joint
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STRUCTURAL JOINT 3: COMPLEX GEOMETRY JOINT

custom made cnc milled wood cover from 
seperate panels stamped together
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FRAGMENT FACADE 1:20
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SECTION 1:20
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DETAIL 1

SUBSTRATE 175 MM
ROOT BARRIER
DRAINAGE LAYER 20 MM
WATER RETENTION LAYER
PIR ISOLATION 160 MM
VAPOR BARRIER
CLT PLATE 90 MM
GLULAM BEAM 600 MM

STABULUX ALUMINIUM CURTAINWALL SYSTEM

BIOMASON CONCRETE PARAPET

SUNSCREEN

STONECYCLING WASTE BASED BRICK STRIPS 20 MM
VAN DER SANDEN E-BOARD [WATERPROOF] 80 MM
VAPOR BARRIER
STEEL STUD CONSTRUCTION 70 MM
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DETAIL 2

BIOMASON CONCRETE PARAPET

DUCOGRILLE CLOSE

DUCO GRILL TRANSFER

STRUCTURAL (REIONFORCED) GLASS
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DETAIL 3
GLULAM COLUMN 460 MM

CONCRETE 30 MM
LOW TEMPERATURE FLOOR HEATING & 
COOLING 60 MM
DRAINAGE LAYER 20 MM
ISOLATION 50 MM
CONCRETE WIDE SLAB FLOOR 190 MM
ISOLATION 130 MM
CRAWLING SPACE 600 MM
GROUND BASED VENTIALTION CANAL 400 MM

WASTE BASED BRICK STRIPS 40 MM
LOW TEMPERATURE FLOOR HEATING & 
COOLING IN SAND LAYER 80 MM
CONCRETE 130 MM
ISOLATION 130 MM
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DETAIL 4

WASTE BASED BRICKS [STONECYCLING] 100 MM
MORTAR 30 MM
DRAINAGE LAYER 20 MM
WATER RETENTION LAYER
PIR ISOLATION 160 MM
VAPOR BARRIER
CLT PLATE 90 MM
GLULAM BEAM 460 MM

BIOMASON CONCRETE PARAPET

GRAVEL DRAINAGE
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