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Layman’s summary

The goal of this project is to find a way to determine the speed of sound in curved bones. This speed
of sound can then be used to make higher quality ultrasound images of the brain, and to diagnose a
disease called osteoporosis. There is already a technique to find the speed of sound in flat bones, which
is called bidirectional axial transmission. This technique relies on making a sound wave propagate
along the surface of the bone. Bones with a curved surface thus respond differently to these kinds of
measurements. In this project, we calculate what this difference is, and use this information to create a
new technique that accounts for this difference. For semicircular bones it can be calculated directly. For
bones with any other shape it can be calculated by a computer. We also use a computer to simulate
some measurements on flat, tilted and curved bones. For curved bones, the new technique works
much better than the old technique, but the old technique works somewhat better for the flat and tilted
bones.






Abstract

Current research on osteoporosis detection and transcranial imaging suggests that it is necessary to
find a method to calculate the speed of sound in curved bones. A popular method to find the speed
of sound in bones is by the bidirectional axial transmission technique. Currently, this method assumes
that the arrival time of the head wave depends linearly on the source-receiver distance. For curved
bones this assumption is not valid. The arrival time of the head wave as a function of the source-
receiver distance follows a curved trajectory. In this report, we attempt to find an extension to the
current method that also works for curved bones, and evaluate how accurate the results of this extended
method are.

This extension is based on the semblance method, that quantifies how well a certain trajectory agrees
with the received data. In the first part of our project, theoretical trajectories are calculated for flat and
semicircular bones. Furthermore, a numerical method is discussed to find these trajectories for arbi-
trary geometries. Comparing the trajectories corresponding to different velocities using the semblance
methods allows for the determination of the speed of sound.

The accuracy of this extended method is evaluated by computer simulations. In these simulations, a
Philips P4-1 Cardiac Sector Probe consisting of 96 elements was used to perform measurements on
three different geometries. These geometries consisted of three different single interfaces between
water (simulating soft tissue) and bone. The first interface consists of a straight interface between a
2 mm thick layer of water and a 5 mm thick layer of bone (that continues until the bottom edge of
the simulation). The second simulation is the same, but the interface is rotated 2 degrees around its
midpoint. In the third and fourth simulation, the interface is a semicircle with a 50 mm and 40 mm
radius, respectively. The speed of sound in the bone was taken to be 3 mm/us. The received data was
interpolated by a cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4. Both the bidirectional and the extended,
trajectory-based method were applied on the raw and interpolated data.

For the flatinterface, the bidirectional method performed slightly better than the trajectory-based method
(0.13% and 0.30% error, respectively). The same is true for the tilted interface (0.16% and 0.23% error).
Interpolation did not affect the results here. For the 50 mm semicircular interface, the trajectory-based
method performed much better than the bidirectional method: it had a 0.10% error compared to a 2%
one. This was also true when the interpolation was applied: then the errors were 0.3% and 1.97%. Sim-
ilar improvements were seen for the 40 mm radius semicircle. The higher error of the trajectory-based
method for the flat and tilted interfaces can be explained by small errors in the additional assumptions
that this method makes.

One drawback of the trajectory-based method is that there can be problems interpreting the results.
This can be seen in the semblance plots, which plot the semblance coefficient (how well the trajectory
fits the data) against the test velocity. For the bidirectional method, these plots clearly have a single
biggest peak. For the trajectory-based methods the plot contains multiple large peaks. Furthermore,
for the semicircular bone this plot contains a flat peak, which can cause multiple test velocities to
have approximately the same semblance. This is a problem, since it means that small changes to
the experimental setup can cause big changes in the calculated velocity. Indeed, this can be seen for
the trajectory-based method on the 40 mm radius semicircular bone, which has a 1.6% error without
interpolation (0.43% with interpolation). Further research could examine solutions to this problem, such
as increasing the window size of the semblance method, taking the average velocity over flat peaks, or
using an alternative to the semblance method. Finally, we conclude that the trajectory-based method
represents an improvement over the bidirectional method when examining curved bones.






Introduction

Osteoporosis is a disease that causes affected bones to become porous and brittle. There are many
methods to diagnose osteoporosis: the most common ones are called dual-energy X-ray attenuation
(DXA) and peripheral quantitative computed tomography (pQCT). While these methods are effective,
they are expensive and it is difficult to move the equipment around. This has motivated the search for
a method to diagnose osteoporosis using ultrasound waves [1]. One of these methods is called head
wave axial transmission. The axial transmission method, first introduced in a paper by Lowet and Van
der Perre, uses two probes held perpendicularly to the bone that is being investigated [2]. An exam-
ple of such an axial transmission setup is shown in figure 1.1. The results from an axial transmission
measurement can be used to determine the speed of sound in the bone material, but currently this is
only possible for bones with a flat near surface (on the side of the transmitter and receiver).

Current research in transcranial ultrasound imaging [3]-[5] has shown the need for a technique to ac-
curately measure the speed of sound in curved bones. An unrelated study by Daugschies et al. [6]
proposes a technique to measure the fracture risk of certain bones. For this technique, it is necessary
to measure the speed of sound along a tangential path, which is often curved. These two developments
provide a motivation for extending the head wave axial transmission method to curved bones.

In this research project, we will try to create this extension, called the trajectory-based method in this
report. Our extension will give the correct result for any bone geometry, as long as this geometry is
known beforehand. This geometry can be found using conventional beamforming techniques (such
as the delay-and-sum technique) [5], [7]. Our main aim is to find out how the curvature of a bone-
water interface influences the head wave axial transmission technique, and whether our extension
compensates for this influence. To this end, the wave path of the first arriving signal (FAS) in the axial
transmission technique is derived. This is first done analytically for a straight bone-water interface,
and later numerically for a curved bone. Secondly, axial transmission measurements are simulated for
bones with straight, tilted and curved interfaces. These simulations are done using the SimSonic2D

Transmitter Receiver

=

Bone

Figure 1.1: An example of the axial transmission setup used in Lowet et al.
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software package (www.simsonic.fr) [8]. The results of these simulations are analysed to compare the
bidirectional axial transmission method to the proposed extended method.

In chapter 2 of this report, the experimental method is discussed. Chapter 3 contains the results and
in chapter 4 the results will be discussed. Finally, chapter 5 contains a conclusion.

1.1. Theoretical background
1.1.1. The head wave

Incident Reflected Head wave

LI
Refracted

Figure 1.2: Diagram showing how the head wave is excited on a flat interface. Here 6, is the critical angle. The black and grey
lines represent the amplitude of the wavefronts. The red line corresponds to the incident, the green line to the reflected, the blue
line to the refracted and the brown line to the head wave.

The head wave is a physical phenomenon that was first discovered in 1910 from earthquake records
[9]. Today it is primarily used in geology, for example to investigate rock layers. The head wave can
occur at the interface between two media with different speeds of sound. From these speeds of sound
¢, and c,, we can calculate the critical angle by: 8, = arcsin (c;/c;) [9]. If a wave approaches the
interface at this critical angle, it will be reflected and refracted. The reflected wave will exit the medium
at the same angle 6., but the refracted wave will continue along the surface. This phenomenon is
called total internal reflection. An example is shown in figure 1.2. It can be seen that the refracted
wave travels along the interface. This is however not consistent with the boundary conditions, which
require the pressure and normal displacement to be equal on both sides of the interface [9]. To solve
this, there must be a wavefront linking the refracted and reflected wave, shown in grey in figure 1.2. A
careful examination of this wavefront reveals that it can be represented as a ray, which we call the head
wave. This ray exits the interface at the critical angle 6.. The point where this happens moves along
the interface. This is because the head wave must keep up with the refracted wave, which propagates
along the surface.

Because of this sweeping action, a receiver that is positioned above the interface only detects the head
wave once. This is because the wave is only detected when the head wave ray intersects the receiver.
An example of this is given by the red line in figure 2.1. This path shows that the wave enters the
bone at the critical angle, then propagates along the surface, and finally exits the bone at the critical
angle. Lowet and Van der Perre have have conducted experiments on rectangular bones that confirm
these paths [2]. However, for very thin bones (if the wavelength inside the bone layer is larger than the
thickness of the bone layer) the ray approximations done above cannot be justified. Instead, the signal
will propagate trough the bone as a lamb wave mode [10]. The same experiments from Lowet and Van
der Perre seem to suggest that the head wave follows the quickest path from transmitter to receiver.
As we will see later in this report, this is not the case for curved bones.

1.1.2. The bidirectional method

Early in the development of the head wave axial transmission technique for bones, a problem was iden-
tified. The travel time of the head wave would be different if the transmitter and receiver were skewed
with respect to the interface. This, in turn, caused problems determining the velocity of the head wave.
Since the end goal was to apply the technique to bones, that are covered by a layer of skin that is not



1.1. Theoretical background 7

-3
10
5

5 10 15 20 25
source-receiver distance (mm)

Figure 1.3: Example x-t diagram with an applied mask. The brightness at each point of the graph represents the vertical speed
of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave. The green lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while the
orange line corresponds to the trajectory found by the semblance method.

exactly straight, this was a major obstacle.

To solve this, Bossy et al. proposed a new technique [11]. This consisted of taking two separate mea-
surements: one for the wave propagating to the right (forward transmission), and one for propagation
to the left (reverse transmission). If v; and v, are the velocities obtained from this forward and reverse
propagation, and « is the angle of the interface with respect to the probe, then the corrected velocity is
given by’ (found in, among others, [12])

_ 2vpv, cos(a)

(1.1)

Uf+17r

For small angles «a this reduces to twice the harmonic mean of v; and v,, which is no longer depen-
dent on a. While this method is very effective for inclined surfaces, it still requires the bones to be
rectangular in shape. If the bones are curved or irregularly shaped, this correction quickly becomes
inaccurate.

1.1.3. The semblance method

The semblance method is a way of determining the speed of a certain wavefront from an x-t diagram.
This x-t diagram contains the intensity of the signal at time a t at a receiver with source-receiver
distance x. An example can be seen in figure 1.3.

An x-t diagram often contains more than one wavefront, so first a region is chosen where the signal
of interest is present and clearly distinct from the other wavefronts. This can be done by manually
looking at the diagram, or by deriving a condition mathematically. Then the x-t diagram is masked:
the intensity at all points outside the region of interest is set to zero. The exact shape of the mask
varies depending on which wavefronts must be extracted. In figure 1.3 the mask is indicated by the
two green lines. The mask in this figure is the region 12.3 < x < 22.8 mm. Indeed, outside this region

"In Bossy et al. [11] there is an equivalent formula that is off by a factor 2. We believe this to be a misprint, as e.g. in Renaud et
al. [12] this factor is present.
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the wavefront of interest (indicated by the orange line) start interfering with the direct wave (indicated
by the pink line) or with a reflected wave (for x > 20 mm).

Next, we must determine the velocity of the wavefront. It is often possible to assume the velocity is in
a certain range [V_,V,]. A number of test velocities V,,; are then taken from this range. For each test
velocity a trajectory t(x) is calculated. For a rectangular bone, we expect the head wave to follow a
straight line in the (x,t)-plane. The trajectory can then be given by:

t(x) = tine + (x — Xine) [Vest

Where t;,,; and x;,,; are any coordinates on the path of the signal of interest. In the case of rectangular
bones, these coordinates are found by looking at the data of the first receiver (corresponding to the
lowest x-value after the mask has been applied). The first signal in time in this data corresponds to the
first arriving signal, and in this situation that will be the head wave. For our extension to curved bones,
a different trajectory is used. More information on this extension is given in the experimental methods
section.

To make the following calculations easier, the trajectory is transformed to give the time index j as a
function of the receiver index i. It then becomes:

tine + (i - dT — Xine) V.
](l) — round< int (l ;t xlnt)/ est)

(1.2)

Where dr is the pitch between the receivers and dt the time step of the recorded signals. The sem-
blance coefficient S is then calculated along this trajectory using:

2
+N/2 Ny
XNy (2 fyw) 13
S= +N/2 Ny 2 ( ' )
Ne Xj="ns2 Ziz1 fja

Where N, is the total number of receivers and f; ; is the amplitude of the signal from receiver number
i at time index j. N is the window size in the time domain. For the case N = 1, the sum is only over
the trajectory. If N > 1, then the sum is over a band following the trajectory with width N in the time
axis. In this project, only N = 1 is used. The motivation of this semblance coefficient is that it gives
the ratio of two energies: The numerator corresponds to the energy of the sum of all the amplitudes
along the trajectory, while the denominator corresponds to the energy of all the amplitudes individually.
Therefore, the trajectory with the highest semblance coefficient is the best fit for the data. From this
it can be concluded that the V,,; that corresponds to the highest semblance coefficient is the actual
velocity of the wavefront.

1.2. Prior research

1.2.1. Technical developments

The behaviour of acoustic waves has long been a topic of interest in geology. In fact, the head wave
was first discovered by looking at earthquake records [9]. It is in this context that I. Lerche first investi-
gated the effect of the head wave reflecting off of a curved surface [13]. In this way, he hoped to be able
to look at the structure of the subsurface rock layers. He concluded that under certain circumstances
curved surfaces increase the amplitude of the head wave. Furthermore, curved surfaces cause the
amplitude of the head wave to be frequency-dependent.

The first proposal to use the head wave to examine bones was made by Lowet et al. in 1996 [2]. They
used an axial transmission setup that is very similar to the one in this paper, with a transmitter and
receiver placed some distance above and perpendicular to the bone (modelled as a flat bar). They pro-
posed a wave path entering at the critical angle, propagating along the surface of the bone, and then
exiting at the critical angle towards the receiver. Though they did not explicitly state this, they were
dealing with the head wave. Using linear regression, the speed of sound in the bone was calculated
from the arrival time of this head wave. In this way, the influence of a flat layer of soft tissue above
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the bone is compensated away. The speed of sound, they proposed, contained information about the
composition and thus health of the bone. Furthermore, they showed that it is in theory possible to
detect fractures from the axial transmission data.

A paper by Camus et al. in 2000 showed that Lowet et al. indeed measured the head wave [9]. Further-
more, since this was the case, they showed that a simpler and more physically appropriate derivation
of the wave path was possible. Later, in 2002, Bossy et al., using a computer simulation, found that the
first arriving signals in these axial transmission measurements is not always the head wave [10]. For
a flat plate, the thickness of the plate determines which wave arrives first. If this thickness is greater
than the wavelength, the head wave arrives first. If it is smaller than 0.254, the S, lamb wave mode
arrives first. In between there is a complex situation that causes the first arriving signal to depend on
many factors.

In 2004, more attention was given to the fact that bones are not flat plates. First, Bossy et al. concluded
that hollow tubes can be modelled accurately as flat planes [8]. Furthermore, they found that curvature
perpendicular to the axis of propagation has no effect on the measured speed of sound. Later that
same year they published a paper introducing the bidirectional axial transmission method [11]. This
method involves taking two axial transmission measurements in opposite directions. By doing this, it
is possible to compensate for the effect of the probe being angled with respect to the bone. While this
thus negates the effect of an angled layer of soft tissue above the bone, it does not work when this layer
is curved or irregularly shaped. More information on the bidirectional method is given in the theoretical
background section.

This last issue was largely solved in 2008 when Pham et al. did a simulation study [14]. They used a
CT scan of actual bone samples to generate the geometry for the simulation. Their result was that the
bone geometry can be accurately modelled as a tilted plate, at least in the axial direction.

In 2017, Grasel et al. attempted to measure bone anisotropy [15]. To do this, they created a special
probe that can measure the speed of sound along multiple angles. Since the tangential direction of
the bone is often curved, they also briefly discussed the effects of curvature. In their situation, they
could account for these effects by a simple linear regression. However, this is not possible for strong
or nonuniform curvatures. Furthermore, they did not fully explain what effects this curvature has on the
head wave.

1.2.2. Clinical applications

In parallel with the technical development of the method, the suitability for clinical purposes was also
evaluated. In 2002, Nicholson et al. attempted to diagnose osteoporosis using axial transmission [16].
They showed that for a plate thinner than 0.51, the axial transmission method approached the propa-
gation speed of the S, lamb wave mode, instead of the head wave. Furthermore, they found that this
lamb wave was better suited for diagnosing osteoporosis.

P. Moilanen also looked at the diagnosis of osteoporosis. In his 2008 literature review, he found that ul-
trasonic axial transmission has advantages over the competing pQCT and DXA techniques [1]. Among
others, it has no ionising radiation, it can be used to determine elastic properties of bone and it is
cheaper and more portable.

In 2009 Talmant et al. looked at using the axial transmission method to estimate bone fracture risk,
instead of diagnosing osteoporosis [17]. They found that the axial transmission method outperformed
the then conventional DXA method. Furthermore, they proposed a measurement technique based on
rotating the probe, that eliminated rotational positioning errors.

Daugschies et al., on the other hand, looked at directly measuring the anisotropy of bone in 2014 [6].
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Their method requires also measuring the speed of sound in the tangential directions, which is often
strongly curved in real-life measurements. This also provides a motivation to look at the behaviour of
the head wave in curved surfaces.

1.2.3. Conclusion

While Gréasel et al. [15] briefly noted the effect of curvature, they did not fully explain the effects of this
curvature. Furthermore, they did not measure the effect in bones with strong curvature, such as very
long bones or the skull. We thus conclude that there is still a need for research focussing extensively
on the effect of a curved surface on the head wave method.



Experimental method

2.1. Derivation of the trajectories

An important part of the proposed method are trajectories. These are functions that give the arrival time
t of the head wave as a function of the source-receiver distance r. As explained in the introduction,
the semblance method quantifies how well a certain trajectory agrees with the received data. The tra-
jectory of the head wave depends on the speed of sound in the bone. Therefore, by testing trajectories
corresponding to different velocities, the true speed of sound in the bone can be found.

In this section, methods to find these trajectories will be discussed. For simple geometries, these
trajectories can be found analytically. For arbitrary geometries, on the other hand, a numerical method
will be discussed.

2.1.1. Flat bone

Lo b

Figure 2.1: A drawing of the experimental setup. The rectangle with the solid borders is the bone sample. T is the transmitter
and R is the receiver. O is the origin of the coordinate system, and A and B are the points where the head wave enters and exits
the bone. The distance between the transmitter and the receiver is r, the vertical distance between the transmitter and the bone
surface is d, and the thickness of the bone is e. 6, is the critical angle that is described later in this report. The blue dot-dashed
line corresponds to the path of the direct wave, while the solid red line corresponds to the head wave. The probe used in the
actual measurements consists of 1 transmitter and 95 receivers in a fixed arrangement. This was modelled mathematically by
varying the value of r.

In this section the trajectory corresponding to head wave is derived for a flat bone. This has also been
done in less detail in Lowet et al. and Camus et al. [2], [9], but it is repeated here to motivate the
extension to curved bones and arbitrary geometries.

The situation is sketched in figure 2.1. It consists of a rectangular piece of bone where the lateral speed

11
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of sound is v, surrounded by soft tissue with speed of sound v,,. This surrounding tissue is modelled
as water, which has similar acoustic properties. An ultrasonic transmitter is placed at point T(0, d) and
a receiver at point R(r,d). Since the speed of sound is homogeneous in water, the direct wave is a
straight line from T to R. It is shown as the blue dot-dashed line in figure 2.1. The time it takes for the

direct wave to arrive is given by:
r

tdirect = v_ (2.1)

w

The head wave is shown as the solid red line in figure 2.1.

Since the speed of sound is homogeneous in water and in bone, waves will travel in a straight line
inside both media. Therefore, the only degrees of freedom in the system are the points where the head
wave enters the bone (point A) and where it exits the bone (point B). Since the bone surface is straight,
the coordinates of A are (a, 0) and those of B are (b, 0).

Then we can give the arrival time of the head wave by:

VZFE b-a o-b+d?

t = + + 2.2
head Vi vy Vi ( )

Where the first term corresponds to the line segment TA, the second to AB and the third to BR.

It remains to find the values of a and b. An important property of the head wave is that it always enters
and exits media at the same angle to the normal. This angle is called the critical angle, and it is given
by:

. vW
sin(8,) = — (2.3)
Vb
A derivation of this formula is given in appendix A. Since the angle between T, A and the vertical is 6.,
we see a = d tan(6,). Similarly, the angle between R, B and the vertical gives r — b = d tan(6,). Now
the critical angle from equation 2.3 gives:

Vw

tan(6.) = tan <arcsin <U—W>> = ol = ! (2.4)
v 5
EEIR

Uw
2]

The second to last equality follows from 0 < v,, < v}, and that tan(arcsin(x)) = x/vV1 — x2 for |x| < 1.
This identity finally gives the value of a and b:

2

(0
a=r—b=dtan(6,) =d o -1 (2.5)

w

Substituting this into equation 2.2 and simplifying gives the final result for the trajectory:

2
r 2d v,
thead = U_b + — |1- <—W> (26)

Vw Up

Which agrees with equation 6 from [9], keeping in mind that in our model the transmitter and receiver
have the same vertical position.

To set up the data analysis correctly, it can sometimes be useful to know for which source-receiver
distances r the head wave arrives before the direct wave. This condition can now be found using
equations 2.1 and 2.6:

2

2dv,, Uy
thead < tdirect = T > 1-|— (2.7)

Up — Vw Up
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Figure 2.2: A drawing of the experimental setup for curved bones. The semicircle with the solid borders is the bone sample. T
is the transmitter, R is the receiver and C is the center of the semicircle. O is the origin of the coordinate system, and A and B
are the points where the head wave enters and exits the bone. The blue dot-dashed line corresponds to the path of the direct
wave, while the solid red line corresponds to the head wave. Note that the drawing shows an ellipse, but that the calculations
were done on a real semicircle.

Figure 2.3: This is a schematic representation of the triangle between points A, T and C in figure 2.2.

2.1.2. Semicircular bone

Since the aim of this project is to find the speed of sound in curved bones, we must extend the results
of the last section to semicircular bones. Lowet and Van der Perre [2] derive their hypotheses for the
head wave path from a least time criterion: the head wave travels along the path that minimises the
propagation time from transmitter to receiver. Their investigation of bars with defects (figures 9b and
9c of their article) seems to imply that it is possible for the head wave to propagate into the bone, if this
results in a lower total propagation time.

Later research [9] has utilised a different approach to finding the head wave path. In this article, Camus
et al. argue that the head wave arises as a result of the boundary conditions at the interface between
two media. From this perspective, it would not be possible for the head wave to travel into the bone
material, as it would then stop being able to satisfy the boundary condition. For this report we have
chosen to apply the more current interpretation of the head wave in terms of boundary conditions. As
a result of this, the head wave travels along the surface of the bone, even when that is not absolutely
the quickest path.

Like in the case for a flat bone, we assume that the head wave enters the bone at the critical angle.
Since the bone is curved, this critical angle must be taken with respect to the normal at the surface.
This normal is now no longer always the vertical. The geometry of the bone, and of the head wave
path under these assumptions, is shown in figure 2.2.

The bone geometry is a semicircle with radius ¢ and center point C. To make the calculations easier,
the origin of the coordinate system is moved to the middle of the bone (directly above the center point
C). Furthermore, point A and B, where the wave enters and exits the bone, are no longer characterised
by their x-coordinate. Instead, they are characterised by the angle a and g they make to the hori-
zontal. The position of A is thus given by (—c cos(a), —c + ¢ sin(a) and the position of B is given by
(ccos(B),—c + csin(pB)). Inthe figure @ = a; + a, and B = B; + 5.

In our situation a4 and ; are known, as they are the slope of the lines CT and CR, and the positions
C, T, and R are known. Thus the wave path is known if @, and 8, can be calculated. These can be
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Figure 2.4: An example of a head wave path calculated using the assumption that the critical angle is the same as for a flat bone,
and the head wave travels along the surface (type 1). The dotted lines are the normals to the surface.

derived by considering the triangle TAC, as shown in figure 2.3. The law of sines gives:

180° — 6
% _ %Y 7Y% (2.8)

TC

Where TC is the length of the side between T and C, and c is the radius of the semicircle. Since the
angles in a triangle must sum to 180°, we get y = 6, — a,. Substituting this into our law of sines
gives:

c(6, —180°)

— 7 + 6,
A similar derivation for B gives 8, = a,. From these values a« and § can be calculated, and thus the
position of A and B and the travel time of the head wave can be found.

(2.9)

a, =

2.1.3. Numerical method for arbitrary geometry

In this section we will discuss a method to find the trajectory of the head wave for arbitrary geometries.
Again the assumption is used that the head wave enters and exits the bone at the critical angle. The
geometry of the bone is given as a polygon (more specifically, a list of vertices). For each side of the
polygon, the computer program determines the position of the point A, if it would lie on (the infinite
extension of) this side. This can be done, since the angle between the head wave and the normal of
the side is known: this is the critical angle. For most of the sides, this calculated position lies outside
of the side. However, if it lies inside the line segment, the position of A is found. The procedure is
repeated for B. An example of a path found in this way is shown in figure 2.4.

2.2. Computer simulation of the measurements

1

0.5

-0.5

Normalized amplitude
o

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3
Time (us)

Figure 2.5: Plot of the source signal used to excite the transmitter. The horizontal axis represents the time in us while the vertical
axis represents the normalised amplitude.

The SimSonic2D program is used to perform the computer simulations. The required input files are
created using a Matlab script.

The simulation setup assumes that the bone is a two-dimensional geometry immersed in soft tissue,
as shown in figure 2.1. Again soft tissue is modelled as water, as they have similar acoustic properties.



2.2. Computer simulation of the measurements 15

Other properties of the simulation, such as the CFL coefficient and the simulation length, are given
in table 2.1. The SimSonic2D simulation program automatically selects a spatial time step based on
these properties.

The properties of the bone are based on those of the cortical bone in a human skull. This cortical bone
can be appropriately modelled by a plate with a longitudinal speed of sound of 3 mm/us.

First the Matlab script calculates the longitudinal sound wavelength in the bone:

vbone,longitudinal

Apone = A (2.10)

Where f; is the center frequency of the probe used in the experiment. For this project, a Philips P4-
1 Cardiac Sector Probe was considered. This probe was chosen because it is already used for the
transcranial imaging itself. Measuring the speed of sound in the skull using the same probe can thus
save resources. The properties of the P4-1 probe can be found in table 2.2.

All emitters and receivers are positioned at least 24,,,,,. away from the edge of the simulation. Further-
more there is a margin of the same size underneath the bottom edge of the bone

To simulate the measurements taken by a P4-1 probe, a transmitter and 95 receivers are added to the
simulation. These have the properties of the P4-1 probe given in table 2.2.

The Simsonic program characterises materials according to their density and their stress tensors. To
turn the lateral and shear speed of sound of the bone into the stress tensor, the following equations
are used:

_ — 2,2 .
Cll - C22 - Ubone,longitudinal Pbone (211)

€2 = 17l§one,shear * Pbone
1
Ce6 = 3 (C11 —Cy12)
For the soft tissue the stress tensor values for water are used:
C11 = C22 = ClZ = 225 GPa, and C66 =0

The transmitter was set to produce a Gaussian pulse with the same center frequency as the probe,
starting at t = 1.5 us. This transmitter excited the vertical velocity of the medium according to this
signal. A plot of this pulse can be seen in figure 2.5. The receivers were set to record the velocity of
the medium in the vertical direction at every point in time.

Maximum speed | 3 mm/us
Simulation length | 17 us
CFL coefficient 0.99

vbone,longitudinal 3 mm/us

Ubone,shear 0.954 mm/us
Pwater 1.0 mg/mm3
Pbone 1.450 mg/mm3

Table 2.1: Parameters of the simulation. The maximum speed is used by the simulation program to determine the dt automati-
cally. ppone and pyater are the densities of cortical bone and water, respectively.

Center frequency 2.5 MHz
Bandwidth 1.5-3.5MHz
Transducer width 0.24 mm
Transducer pitch 0.2873 mm
Number of transmitters | 1

Number of receivers 95

Table 2.2: Parameters of the P4-1 probe used in these simulations.
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Figure 2.6: Plot of the simulation setup for single interfaces with different geometries. The blue and yellow regions represent
the soft tissue and the bone, respectively. The green dot is the location of an emitter, while the red dots are receivers. To obtain
the reverse transmission data for the bidirectional method, this simulation was repeated with the transmitter being the far right
element of the array.

In the computer simulations, the new trajectory-based method is compared with the current bidirectional
technique. To this end, simulations are made on three geometries with a single interface. The first
geometry consists of a straight interface between a 2 mm thick layer of water and a 5 mm thick layer
of bone. The second geometry is similar to the first geometry, but the interface is rotated 2 degrees
counterclockwise around its midpoint. For the third geometry, the interface is replaced by a semicircle
with 50 mm radius. A last set of simulations is done on a semicircle with a 40 mm radius. The top of this
circle is on the original bone-water interface (so 2 mm from the probe) and horizontally underneath the
middle of the transmitter-receiver array. Pictures of these geometries are shown in figure 2.6. Based
on the conclusions of a convergence test, all simulations use a spatial step size of 5 um. More details
about the convergence test can be found in appendix B. To be able to apply the bidirectional method,
simulations are made both with the transmitter on the far left and the far right of the transducer array.
After these simulations are done, both the trajectory-based method and the bidirectional method are
applied to the results. The velocities necessary for the bidirectional method are obtained by applying
the semblance method for a straight interface. More information on the semblance method is given in
section 2.3.

2.3. Data analysis of the simulation results

The results of these simulations are analysed in two ways. The first way is to use the conventional
straight-line semblance method to find the speed of sound for forward and backward propagation. The
bidirectional correction is then applied to get a final result. The second way is to only consider the
forward propagation, but to consider a trajectory that is not a straight line. By the methods described
in the first section, these trajectories can be found for different geometries. Finding the trajectories
corresponding to different velocities thus gives the test lines that can be used for the semblance cal-
culation.

First, for both methods, the data is masked. This is necessary since the receivers do not only pick up
the head wave, but also the direct wave and reflected waves. For this project, a simple mask is used.
First, the x-t diagrams are inspected, and the direct wave is marked. The head wave can then be seen
as the first signal that “overtakes” this direct wave, and arrives earlier after a few receivers. It is then
also noted at which point the head wave starts interfering with other waves. For a certain region of
x-values, the head wave is clearly the first arriving signal, and there is no interference. This region
of x-values is then chosen as the mask, and all data outside this region is deleted. In the case of a
semicircular bone, this region is the x-values from 12 to 20 mm. An example of an x-t diagram with
this mask is shown in figure 3.6. The green lines correspond to the mask.



2.3. Data analysis of the simulation results 17

After this masking, the two methods start to differ. First, the straight line semblance for the bidirec-
tional method is explained. For this semblance, the first 10 time samples are thrown away, to prevent
reflections off the simulation wall from being considered. Now a peak-finding method is used on the
data of the first remaining receiver, to find a point that lies on the head wave. This is complicated by
the fact that the head wave consists of multiple peaks, that may be negative as well. Furthermore,
peaks corresponding to the direct or reflected waves must not be considered. To do this, we do some
post-processing of the peak data. First a standard peak-finding method is used to find all peaks in
the first 10us of (the absolute value of) the data. This excludes the reflected waves, which arrive long
after 10us. Next, all peaks that are bigger than 0.03 are removed. This is done so that the peaks
corresponding to the direct wave, which is much bigger than the head wave, are ignored. Finally, the
remaining peak of maximum size is selected. This is done so that a peak is found that corresponds
to the middle of the head wave, and one of the other peaks associated with the head wave. In the
standard peak-finding method, a minimum peak prominence of 0.01 was required to avoid spurious
peaks from being considered. Having found this peak, we have found a point on the head wave. The
coordinates of this point are called x;,; and t;,;.

Since the speed of sound in the bones was set to 3 mm/us, the speed of the head wave is expected
to be between V_ = 2.5 and V, = 3.5 mm/us. 1001 equally spaced ;. in [V_,V,] are generated using
Viesti = V- +i-(Vy —V_) /1000 (where i runs from 0 to 1000). For each V.., a test line is created that
has slope V;.,: and goes trough x;,,; and t;,;. The formula of this test line is t;enter (X) = tine + X/ Viest-
Since the simulation only has results where we positioned receivers, this can be rewritten to t .o (i) =
teenter (i - p), Where p is the pitch between the transducers.

For each ;. the semblance S is then calculated using:

2
|tcenter+W /2] Nrec c: 71
Zj:[tctenter_w/zl (Zi=1 Slg(l']))
teonter tW/2 Nrec rer . 2
Nrec 25=[tctenter_/wj/2] Zi:l (Slg(l']))

Where N, is the number of receivers and W is the size of the time window. Since W = 1, the sum is
only over the trajectory itself and thus the middle sum disappears. The semblance is then plotted as a
function of V5. The V.5 with the highest semblance is then assumed to be the velocity of the head
wave, as it fits the received signals the best. By repeating this process for the forward and the reverse
transmission, the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) can be used.

S = (2.12)

The trajectory-based method follows a slightly different procedure. The peak-finding process is skipped,
since x;,: and t;,; are not used. V., are calculated in the same way. The trajectory t onter (%) is
found using one of the methods described in the first section of this chapter, by moving the receiver
to position x and changing the speed of sound to ;.. The semblance is then calculated in the same
way, and the velocity with the highest semblance is given as the final result. Since the trajectory-based
method already considers the geometry, it is not necessary to consider the reverse transmission case
or apply bidirectional correction. More background information on the semblance method is given in
the introduction.






Results

3.1. Comparison with bidirectional method

This section will discuss the speed of sound found by the different methods on the different geometries.
An interesting result is that applying an interpolation to the data set does not always improve the result
of these methods. For the flat and tilted interface, interpolation had no effect on either of the methods.
For the semicircular interface, interpolation slightly improved the result of the bidirectional method, but
gave a worse result for the trajectory-based method. These surprising results are further explained in
the discussion chapter. A more detailed examination of each of the simulations, including some x-t
and semblance plots, is done below.

3.1.1. Flat interface

Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 2.996
Reverse velocity 2.996
Bidirectional method 2.996 0.13
Trajectory-based method 2.991 0.30

Table 3.1: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the flat interface (as shown
in figure 2.6a). No interpolation was applied. The percentage difference to the true speed of sound of these simulations is
also shown. For all of these measurements this true speed of sound was 3 mm/us. The result for the bidirectional method is
calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) to the forward and reverse velocity.

The velocities found by the different methods for the flat interface simulation are given in table 3.1.
For these simulations, It can be seen that the forward and reverse velocity are the same. This makes
sense, since the flat bone is symmetric around the vertical axis. In this case, the bidirectional correction
formula (formula 1.1) also gives this value, which results in a 0.13% error. The trajectory-based method
has a slightly higher error of 0.3%.

The x-t diagram for the forward transmission is given in figure 3.1. The x-t diagram for the reverse
transmission is an exact mirror image of this figure, and the x-t diagram for the trajectory-based method
is identical to that for forward transmission. This makes sense, since in this case the bone actually has
a flat interface, and thus the correct trajectory is a straight line. A masking of x between 12 and 28.5
mm (the last receiver) was used for these simulations after manually looking for interference with the
head wave. In these figures, it can be seen that the maximum semblance trajectory (the orange line)
fits down the middle of the wavefront of the head wave. Therefore both methods correctly estimate the
speed of sound of the head wave.

The semblance plots for this simulation are given in figures 3.2a and 3.2b. The semblance plot for
the reverse transmission of the bidirectional method is omitted, since it is an exact mirror image of
that for the forward transmission. One interesting result is that the semblance plot for the bidirectional
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Figure 3.1: An x-t diagram for the straight interface geometry shown in figure 2.6a. The speed of sound in the medium is 3
mm/us, and excitation signal has a frequency of 2.5 MHz. The brightness at each point of the graph represents the vertical
speed of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave. The green lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while
the orange line corresponds to the trajectory found by the semblance method.
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Figure 3.2: Semblance plots for the straight interface geometry shown in figure 2.6a. The vertical axis is the semblance while
the horizontal axis corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the
dotted line. The semblance plot for the reverse transmission of the bidirectional method is omitted, since it is an exact mirror
image of that for the forward transmission.

method is much smoother than that for the trajectory-based method. Nevertheless, both semblance
plots clearly have a highest peak. Furthermore, this peak is close to the true speed of sound.

Applying the cubic interpolation does not change the results. Both the speed of sound, the fit on the
x-t diagram and the semblance plots are identical. The only difference is that the actual data becomes
more smooth, as seen in figure 3.3. This is a result of the interpolation itself, so the bidirectional method
and the trajectory-based method are not affected at all by the interpolation.

3.1.2. Tilted interface

The velocities found by the different methods for the tilted interface simulation are given in table 3.2.
From this table, we see that the forward velocity overestimates the speed of sound, while the reverse
velocity underestimates it. This makes sense, since a tilted bone is no longer symmetric in the vertical
axis and thus there is a real difference between forward and reverse propagation. The bidirectional
correction formula (formula 1.1) is applied to these velocities with « = 2 degrees, since that is the angle
of this interface. This corrected velocity corresponds very well with the true speed of sound, having
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Figure 3.3: An x-t diagram for the straight interface geometry shown in figure 2.6a. A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4
was applied. The speed of sound in the medium is 3 mm/us, and excitation signal has a frequency of 2.5 MHz. The brightness
at each point of the graph represents the vertical speed of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave. The green
lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while the orange line corresponds to the trajectory found by the semblance method.

Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 3.189
Reverse velocity 2.827
Bidirectional method 2.995 0.16
Trajectory-based method 2.993 0.23

Table 3.2: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the 2 degrees tilted interface
(as shown in figure 2.6b). No interpolation was applied. The percentage difference to the true speed of sound of these simulations
is also shown. For all of these measurements this true speed of sound was 3 mm/us. The result for the bidirectional method is
calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) to the forward and reverse velocity.
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Figure 3.4: An x-t diagram for the tilted interface geometry shown in figure 2.6b. The tilt is exactly 2 degrees with respect to the
horizontal. The speed of sound in the medium is 3 mm/us, and excitation signal has a frequency of 2.5 MHz. The brightness at
each point of the graph represents the vertical speed of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave. The green
lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while the orange line corresponds to the trajectory found by the semblance method.

only a 0.16% error. The trajectory-based method again has a slightly higher error, at 0.23%.
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Figure 3.5: Semblance plots for the tilted interface geometry shown in figure 2.6b. The tilt is exactly 2 degrees with respect to
the horizontal. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the
true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line. The semblance plot for the reverse transmission of the
bidirectional method is omitted, since it is similar to that for the forward transmission.

The x-t diagram for the forward transmission on this tilted interface is given in figure 3.4. After a manual
inspection of this diagram, the mask is again chosen to be x between 12 and 28.5 mm. It can again be
seen that the maximum semblance trajectory fits down the middle of the head wave wavefront. The
x-t diagram for the trajectory-based method is identical, since the correct trajectory for the head wave
is again a straight line. The x-t diagram for the reverse transmission is almost identical: though the
wavefront of the head wave travels at a different angle, the maximum semblance trajectory fits down
the middle of it. Therefore these diagrams are omitted from this report. The semblance plots for this
simulation are given in figures 3.5a and 3.5b. The semblance plot for the reverse transmission of the
bidirectional method is omitted, since it looks identical to that for the forward transmission, except for
the fact that the peak is at 2.827 mm/us instead of 3.189 mm/us. Again there is a clear peak near
the true speed of sound for both methods. Furthermore, the semblance plot for the trajectory-based
method is much rougher than that for the bidirectional method.

Similarly to the case of the flat interface, applying the interpolation does not change anything. While the
x-t diagrams themselves look smoother, the maximum semblance trajectories and thus the calculated
velocities do not change. Furthermore, the semblance plots are the same as for the uninterpolated
case.

3.1.3. Semicircular interface

Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 2.937
Reverse velocity 2.944
Bidirectional method 2.940 2.00
Trajectory-based method 2.997 0.10

Table 3.3: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the semicircular interface
with a 50 mm radius (as shown in figure 2.6c). No interpolation was applied. The percentage difference to the true speed of
sound of these simulations is also shown. For all of these measurements this true speed of sound was 3 mm/us. The result for
the bidirectional method is calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) to the forward and reverse
velocity.

The velocities found by the different methods for the 50 mm radius semicircular interface simulation
are given in table 3.3. We can now see that the bidirectional method begins to break down: both the
forward and reverse velocity underestimate the speed of sound. Since the semicircle is horizontally
centred underneath the probe, the best fitting straight line to the geometry is horizontal. Therefore,
the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) is applied to these velocities with @« = 0 degrees. The
resulting corrected velocity has an error of 2%. This large error is to be expected, since the bidirectional
method has been developed to compensate for angled interfaces, and not for other geometries. The
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Figure 3.6: An x-t diagram for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6¢c. The radius of the semicircle is 50 mm.
The speed of sound in the medium is 3 mm/us, and excitation signal has a frequency of 2.5 MHz. The brightness at each point of

the graph represents the vertical speed of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave. The green lines represent
the outer limits of the mask, while the orange line corresponds to the trajectory found by the semblance method.
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Figure 3.7: Zoomed-in versions of the x-t diagram for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6c, for different
methods. The radius of the semicircle is 50 mm. The speed of sound in the medium is 3 mm/us, and excitation signal has a
frequency of 2.5 MHz. The brightness at each point of the graph represents the vertical speed of the medium. The pink line
corresponds to the direct wave. The green lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while the orange line corresponds to the
trajectory found by the semblance method.

trajectory-based method, on the other hand, is intended to be used for any kind of geometry. Indeed this
method gives a much better result: this has an error of only 0.1%. In the discussion of the semblance
plots we will see that this extremely good result is mostly due to coincidence, but that in general the
trajectory-based method should still perform much better than the bidirectional method.

The x-t diagram for the forward transmission on this semicircular interface is given in figure 3.6. After
a manual inspection of this diagram, the mask is chosen to be x between 12.3 and 22.8 mm. For
the semicircular interface the trajectory of the head wave becomes curved. Therefore, the straight line
trajectories used by the bidirectional method can no longer accurately fit to the head wave. An example
of this is given in figures 3.7a and 3.7b. These are versions of the x-t diagram that are zoomed in on
the masked area. In these images, it can clearly be seen that the maximum semblance trajectory (i.e.
the orange line) of the trajectory-based method is a much better fit to the data than the one found by the
bidirectional method. The situation is similar for the reverse propagation, and thus it is omitted.

The semblance plots for this simulation are given in figures 3.8a and 3.8b. The semblance plot for the
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Figure 3.8: Semblance plots for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6¢c. The semicircle has a radius of 50 mm.
The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of
the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line. The semblance plot for the reverse transmission of the bidirectional method
is omitted, since it is similar to that for the forward transmission.
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Figure 3.9: Zoomed version of the semblance plot for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6¢c. The semicircle
has a radius of 50 mm. This plot corresponds to the trajectory-based method. The vertical axis is the semblance while the
horizontal axis corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the
dotted line.

reverse transmission of the bidirectional method is omitted, since this is a mirror image of that for the
forward transmission. It can be seen that the semblance plot for the bidirectional method is now no
longer a single peak. Instead, it consists of multiple peaks, with smaller amplitudes than for the other
geometries. This is probably a result of the straight line semblance no longer being able to correctly fit
to the curved head wave trajectory. The semblance plot for the trajectory-based method looks similar
to that of the other geometries, but now the peak in the middle has a flat top. Furthermore, looking at
this flat-topped peak we expect the maximum semblance to be attained somewhere in the middle of
this flat top, at around 3.015 mm/us. Instead, as we have seen in the table, it is actually attained for
2.997 mm/us. To explain this, figure 3.9 shows a version of the semblance plot for the trajectory-based
method, zoomed in on the top of this middle peak. In this figure, we see that the flat top of the middle
peak is actually not completely flat. We see that it has two high points: one happens to be at 2.997
mm/us. and the other is at around 3.035 mm/us. If this other maximum were to have been slightly
bigger than the other maximum, the trajectory-based method would have had an error of 1.16%. This
is however, not a fair comparison. The real result of the trajectory-based method would be in the middle
of these two maxima, as there are not two separate peaks, but rather one peak that has a mostly flat
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top. This would mean that the result of the trajectory-based method should have been 3.015 mm/us,
giving an error of 0.5%. While this is not as good of a result as we initially have seen, it is still a great
improvement compared to the 2% error given by the bidirectional method. In the discussion chapter,
we will mention methods on how to compensate for the flat peaks in semblance plots.

Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 2.937
Reverse velocity 2.945
Bidirectional method 2.941 1.97
Trajectory-based method 3.009 0.3

Table 3.4: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the 50mm radius semicircular
interface (as shown in figure 2.6¢). A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4 was applied. The percentage difference to the
true speed of sound of these simulations is also shown. For all of these measurements this true speed of sound was 3 mm/us.
The result for the bidirectional method is calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) to the forward
and reverse velocity.
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Figure 3.10: The semblance plot for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6c. The semicircle has a radius of 50
mm. A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4 has been applied to the data before the semblance method was applied. This
plot corresponds to the trajectory-based method. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis corresponds to the
test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line.

Results for the semicircular interface with a 50 mm radius and with interpolation are given in table 3.4.
The results for the bidirectional method are almost exactly the same. The trajectory-based method, on
the other hand, produces a higher error of 0.3%. The semblance plot is shown in figure 3.10, and a
zoomed version is shown in figure 3.11. The middle peak is still flat, but at a first glance it does not
seem to split into multiple peaks. Unfortunately, the middle of the peak is still below the sides: the
peak is actually centred around 3.015 mm/us (0.5% error). Even though it is less clear than in the
uninterpolated case, the flat peak still causes ambiguity when determining the speed of sound.

Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 2.735
Reverse velocity 2.740
Bidirectional method 2.737 8.7
Trajectory-based method 3.047 1.6

Table 3.5: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the 40mm radius semicircular
interface (as shown in figure 2.6¢, but with a different radius). The percentage difference to the true speed of sound of these
simulations is also shown. For all of these measurements this true speed of sound was 3 mm/us. The result for the bidirectional
method is calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula (formula 1.1) to the forward and reverse velocity.
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Figure 3.11: Zoomed version of the semblance plot for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6c. The semicircle
has a radius of 50 mm. A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4 has been applied to the data before the semblance method
was applied. This plot corresponds to the trajectory-based method. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis
corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line.
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Figure 3.12: Semblance plots for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6¢c. The semicircle has a radius of 40 mm.
Both plots correspond to the trajectory-based method. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis corresponds
to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line.

Results for the simulation on a semicircular bone with a 40 mm radius and no interpolation are given
in table 3.5. It can be seen that in this situation the trajectory-based method again has a lower error
than the bidirectional method. The trajectory-based method still has a relatively large error of 1.6%.The
semblance plots are shown in figures 3.12a and 3.12b. The situation is very similar to that of the 50 mm
radius semicircle. There is also a flat peak that split into multiple peaks. However, now the peak that
is furthest from the true value happens to be larger, which causes the large error.

The results for the interpolated case can be seen in table 3.6. It can be seen that the interpolation
improves the results for both the bidirectional method and the trajectory-based method. The trajectory-
based method still has a significantly lower error of 0.43%, compared to 1.9% for the bidirectional
method. The semblance plots can be seen in figures 3.13a and 3.13b. Like in the case of the 50 mm
radius semicircle, there is one peak, but with a center that is lower than the sides.



3.1. Comparison with bidirectional method
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Simulation Velocity (mm/us) | error (%)
Forward velocity 2.938
Reverse velocity 2.950
Bidirectional method 2.944 1.9
Trajectory-based method 3.013 0.43

Table 3.6: Speed of sound (in mm/us) found by the bidirectional and the trajectory-based method for the 40mm radius semicircular
interface (as shown in figure 2.6¢, but with a different radius). A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4 was applied. The
percentage difference to the true speed of sound of these simulations is also shown. For all of these measurements this true
speed of sound was 3 mm/us. The result for the bidirectional method is calculated by applying the bidirectional correction formula

(formula 1.1) to the forward and reverse velocity.
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Figure 3.13: Semblance plots for the semicircular interface geometry shown in figure 2.6c. The semicircle has a radius of 40
mm. Both plots correspond to the trajectory-based method. A cubic interpolation with a refinement of 4 has been applied to the
data before the semblance method was applied. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal axis corresponds to the
test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us, indicated by the dotted line.






Discussion

The results of our comparison of the trajectory-based method and the bidirectional method mostly match
what we expected. The bidirectional method works perfectly for the flat and tilted interface (0.13, 0.16%
error) since itis designed to compensate for an angle between the bone and the receiver. It breaks down
for a semicircular interface (1.97 to 8.7% error), since a semicircular geometry is really different from a
flat interface that is tilted with respect to the receiver. Our proposed trajectory-based method performs
slightly worse than the bidirectional method for the flat and tilted interface (0.23, 0.3% error) but works
much better for the semicircular interface (0.1, to 0.4% error). This too makes sense, as our method has
been designed to work with geometries that are not simply flat or tilted. The trajectory-based method
only has a high error for the 40 mm semicircular interface without interpolation (1.6%) which is still less
than that for the bidirectional method. The cause of this error is discussed below.

The fact that the error is slightly higher for the trajectory-based method on the flat and tilted interfaces
may be the result from the additional assumptions that the trajectory-based method makes. The bidirec-
tional method only assumes that the wavefront corresponding to the head wave travels along a straight
line, and uses a peak-finding method to find a point on this line. On the other hand, the trajectory-based
method considers the geometry of the bone, the precise location of the transmitters and receivers and
the time at which the transmission starts. Small errors in these assumptions might cause the trajecto-
ries corresponding to different velocities to be wrong and thus cause an error in the calculated velocity.
While in this project these values come directly from the simulation, there may still be rounding errors
or imperfections in the simulation method that cause these values to be less accurate. Furthermore,
since the trajectories are found using a numerical method, these trajectories can also be slightly off
due to rounding errors.

Another unexpected result is that interpolating the data in the x-t diagram does not always improve the
calculated velocities. Indeed, for the flat and tilted interface interpolation does not change the results at
all. For the semicircular interface, interpolation slightly improves the result for the bidirectional method.
For the bidirectional method the result is worse for the 50 mm radius, but better for the 40 mm radius.
In the next paragraph we will talk about the weird shape of the semblance plot for the trajectory-based
method: this will provide an explanation why interpolation could cause a worse result. This does not,
however, explain why interpolation often only minimally improves the result. The original purpose of
the interpolation was to give more points for the trajectory to be checked against the data, and thus
cause the correct trajectory to have a higher semblance. Apparently such an effect does not occur, this
could be because interpolation does not actually provide new data, but attempts to guess the data at
various points given the original data. These guesses are apparently made in such a way that they do
not significantly impact the methods used in this report.

In the results section, the semblance plot of the trajectory-based method was discussed. While this
method gave a very accurate result for the semicircular bone, this result was only a consequence
of an irregular peak in the semblance plot. This peak has a flat top, with two local maxima on both
sides. An example of such a peak can be seen in figure 3.9. Small differences in the simulation,
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such as using a different interpolation, could cause one peak to become higher than the other, and
thus lead to an incorrect result. This can be seen for the results of the uninterpolated 40 mm radius
semicircular interface. An interesting observation is that these flat peaks do not occur for the flat or
tilted interface. We therefore conclude that this must be a result of the trajectories along which the
semblance is calculated not being straight lines. Perhaps this is for the same reason as the higher
error of the trajectory based method: the input variables not being exactly correct. Rounding errors in
the input data could cause the trajectories along which the semblance is calculated to have a slightly
different curvature than the real trajectory. This would prevent a single velocity from fitting the data
perfectly, and thus lead to a flat peak in the semblance plot. One method to solve this problem would
be to check if there are two peaks close to each other, and then that the velocity to be the average
position of these two peaks. These peaks also seem to disappear when interpolation is applied to the
received data, but the resulting peak is still flat and can still cause the same problems, since the center
of the peak is lower than the sides. It is possible that a stronger interpolation, or a different type of
interpolation, could fix these issues.

The possibility of flat peaks is not the only difference between the semblance plots of the bidirectional
and the trajectory-based method. As can be seen in figures 3.5a and 3.5b, the semblance plot for the
bidirectional method consists of one clear peak, while that for the trajectory-based method consists of
three large peaks. One explanation for this could be the shape of the wavefront of the head wave. As
can be seen in figure 3.7a, the head wave consists of three parallel contributions: a black negative
peak in between two positive white peaks. This is not a problem for the bidirectional method, since a
peak-finding method is used to find a point on the negative peak in the middle. All the test trajectories
for the head wave then go trough this point, making it impossible to fit to one of the positive peaks
on the outside. For the trajectory-based method, on the other hand, no such peak-finding is used.
Instead, the trajectories are based directly on the physical situation. When observing the trajectories
corresponding to different velocities, it can be seen that changing the velocity not only changes the
shape of the trajectory, but also translates it along the time axis. This is because in the physical model
used in the trajectory-based method, the head wave also propagates for some time before hitting the
first receiver (that was left after masking). This translation could cause an approximate fit to one of the
positive peaks on the outside of the head wave, but more research is needed to confirm this.

One possible solution for this rough semblance plot is to increase the window size for the semblance
method. Earlier versions of this report also examined results for a window sizes of 51 and 2 units in
the time domain. In these simulations, the semblance plot for the trajectory-based method still con-
tains three different peaks, but the troughs in between them are much smaller. Further research could
examine if an appropriate window size could aid in creating a more unambiguous semblance plot. Al-
ternatively, further research could do away with the semblance method altogether. The trajectories
found by the methods in this report can also be used in different ways. For example, after appropriate
masking is done, one could use a peak-finding method to find the time at which each receiver receives
the head wave. This could be done in the same way as in Lowet and Van der Perre [2]. For non-straight
interfaces, the mean square error between test trajectories and these observed points could be calcu-
lated. Perhaps this method would give clearer results: further research could investigate this.

Even though this project focused on the trajectory-based method, there were also some difficulties
implementing the bidirectional method. The bidirectional method uses test trajectories that have a
certain velocity and go trough a point known to be on the head wave. Finding this point from the
received data is not as trivial as it first seems to be. In this project, a complicated peak-finding method
is used that combines a minimum prominence, a maximum arrival time and peak size, and chooses
the remaining peak of maximum size.

This set of conditions came about because of two reasons. First, itis necessary to pick out precisely the
middle peak corresponding to the head wave, and not the two peaks on the outside of the head wave or
a peak corresponding to the direct or reflected waves. Secondly, the simulations for different interfaces
led to different amplitudes of the received data. This is also the reason why a simple prominence filter
did not work: the spurious peaks for the semicircular bone are bigger than the correct peak for the
flat bone. Perhaps this can be fixed by using different peak-finding criteria for different simulations, or
some algorithm can be found to automatically determine these criteria from the received data. This
is outside the scope of this project, but could be examined by further research. Another solution is
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simply to allow the bidirectional method to start from one of the outer peaks: since these peaks are
also part of the wavefront of the head wave, they should follow a trajectory that is parallel to that of
the middle peak. It was chosen not to allow this in this project in order to get a fair comparison with
the trajectory-based method, that always follows the middle of the wavefront. Nevertheless, this is an
option for further research, or in applications of the bidirectional method.






Conclusion

This project set out to extend the head wave method to curved bones. We have seen that for a semicir-
cular bone, the wavefront corresponding to the head wave follows a curved path, instead of a straight
line. We have proposed methods to calculate the trajectory that the head wave will follow, if the geom-
etry and speed of sound in the bone is known. Analytic methods exist for flat and semicircular bones:
for arbitrary geometries a numerical method is proposed. Qualitative examination of our results sug-
gest that these methods are correct, as the predicted trajectories fit well to the received x-t diagrams.
While we have only examined a limited set of situations, we observe that the velocity estimated by
the trajectory-based method is consistently accurate, with an error of < 0.43% (an outlier of 1.6% was
caused by ambiguity in the semblance plot). The original bidirectional method, on the other hand, per-
forms better for straight and tilted interfaces (< 0.16% error) but breaks down for a semicircular bone
(= 1.9% error). The semblance plots for the trajectory-based methods are unexpectedly rough, and
this can cause problems interpreting the results. There are different approaches to solve this problem,
such as increasing the window size of the semblance method, or using an alternative to the semblance
method. These approaches are recommended for further research. Further research should also eval-
uate the trajectory-based method on other geometries and on experimental data, to confirm that it is
also valid in these situations.
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Appendix A: Derivation of the critical
angle for a flat bone

e
y Vp

L v

Figure 1: A drawing of the experimental setup. The rectangle with the solid borders is the bone sample. T is the transmitter and
R is the receiver. O is the origin of the coordinate system, and A and B are the points where the head wave enters and exits
the bone. The distance between the transmitter and the receiver is r, the vertical distance between the transmitter and the bone
surface is d, and the thickness of the bone is e. 8. is the critical angle that is described later in this report. The blue dot-dashed
line corresponds to the path of the direct wave, while the solid red line corresponds to the head wave. The probe used in the
actual measurements consists of 1 transmitter and 95 receivers in a fixed arrangement. This was modelled mathematically by
varying the value of r.

In this section we will derive formula 2.3 for the critical angle. A similar derivation is done in Lowet et
al., but here a different approach is used to motivate the generalisation of the method. The same setup
as in the derivation of the flat bone trajectory is used. It is repeated above in figure 1.

When Lowet et al. first proposed the head wave axial transmission measurements for bones, they did
not realise that they were using the head wave [2]. Instead, they only noted that the one of the signals
was received much earlier than all other signals. They deduced that this signal must have propagated
laterally through the bone, which has a much higher speed of sound than the surrounding material. By
only making two assumptions they then derived the correct wave path, including the critical angle. The
first of these assumptions was that the first arriving signal propagated at least some distance laterally
through the bone. The second assumption was that waves take the shortest path in time (Fermat’s
principle). We make the same assumptions here.

The assumption that the wave travels at least some distance along the bone is the justification for the
path shown in figure 1. In the experimental method, we derived the arrival time for a signal along this

path:
VIZFE b-a |o-b'+d
thead = + + (M
Vw Up Vw

It is now possible to find a and b, by our assumption that the head wave travels along the shortest path
in time:
athead _ athead

7a =0 and b

=0
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Differentiating equation 1 with respect to a and b then gives:

@ 1l _ g LoD _, 2)

vyVd?2+a? W U v,/ (r —b)? + d? -

Substitution of 1/v,, in the first equation using the second equation eventually gives a = +(r — b). The
assumption that the wave travels from left to right gives a > 0, b > 0, and b > a. Therefore only
a =r — b is valid. This agrees with the observation that the entry and exit angle of the head wave are
equal, as seen in [2].

Directly solving the first condition in equation 2 gives:

o= td ("_b) 1 3)

Again assuming a > 0 means that only the positive solution is acceptable. Next, the arrival time of the
head wave is calculated. Substituting a = r — b into equation 1 gives:

2Va? + d? N r 2a

t =
head Vi Vy vy

Finally substituting the value of a from equation 3 and simplifying gives:
r 2d Uy 2
thead = -+~ [1=( =~ )
b

Vw Up

Which agrees with equation 6 from [9], keeping in mind that in our model the transmitter and receiver
have the same vertical position.

From the values of a and b, we can now calculate the critical angle. We have already seen that it is
the same at the entry and exit point. By looking at figure 1 we can see that

0. = axctan )
. = arctan d
If we then fill in a from equation 3, and note that (for |x| < 1)
. X
arctan(x) = arcsin (—)
1+ x?
we get

-1

v . . [ Vw . Vw
6. = arctan — | -1 = arcsin = arcsin| — | = sin(f,) = —

Up Up

()

This is formula 2.3. This result agrees with the expressions given in [2] and [9].



Appendix B: Convergence test

Figure 2: Plot of the simulation setup for the convergence test. The blue and yellow regions represent the soft tissue and the
bone, respectively. The green dot is the location of an emitter, while the red dots are receivers

Methods

In order to validate the simulation, a convergence test was done. This test consists of four simulations
on a simple geometry with a straight interface, as shown in figure 2. This geometry first consists of
a margin of soft tissue between the receiver and simulation wall. This margin is exactly two times
the wavelength of the signal in the bone. Below this, there is a layer of soft tissue that is 2 mm thick
between the receivers and the surface of the bone. Then next layer is a 3 mm thick layer of bone,
and finally there is another margin between the bone and the simulation edge. All layers are stacked
vertically and are 38 mm wide. For each spatial step size dx = 2.5,5,10,15 um a simulation is made.
The measurements were done by a P4-1 probe as described in table 2.2. The properties of the bone,
and other simulation parameters, are shown in table 2.1. Both of these tables can be found in the
experimental method section.

For each simulation, the semblance method is applied to calculate the speed of sound. This step is
described in detail in the experimental method. Next, the signal received by receivers number 33, 50
and 83 is plotted for each simulation. These indices were chosen to correspond with 10,15 and 25 um
distance from the receiver, so the head wave should be visible at these points. By looking at these
received signals, the convergence of the simulation to a correct solution can be observed as a function
of dx.

Results

An x-t diagram from the convergence test for dx = 5 um is shown in figure 3a. At first it was attempted
to apply a Hilbert transform to this diagram, but this eventually caused the head wave and reflected
wave to combine. By removing the Hilbert transform, however, the head wave can be distinguished
along the entire trajectory. The x-t diagrams for dx = 2.5, 10 and 15 um can be seen in figures 3b, 3c
and 3d. At a first glance these diagrams appear very similar. However, the results obtained from these
simulations are slightly different. For dx = 5 um, the semblance method found a speed of 3.000 mm/us,
exactly the input of the simulation. However, for dx = 10 um, the result was 3.004 mm/us (0.14% error)
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and for dx = 15 um it was 3.006 mm/us (0.2% error). Furthermore, the result for dx = 2.5 um is 2.998
mm/us (0.07% error). The semblance plots can be seen in figure 4. These plots show a smaller peak
at a speed that is lower than the actual velocity. The amplitude of this peak decreases as dx becomes
smaller, suggesting that it corresponds to a simulation error. Furthermore, the simulation becomes
more accurate as dx becomes smaller, except for dx = 2.5 um. We think that this exception may be
the result of a smaller spatial step size requiring more calculations, and thus being more susceptible to
small rounding errors.

Further analysis is done on the raw signals received at approximately 10, 15 and 25 um from the
transmitter, corresponding to receivers number 33, 50 and 83. The received signal for receiver number
33 is shown in figure 5. It can be seen that the signals appear to be similar, but that the amplitude
quickly becomes higher for smaller spatial steps. This is probably caused by the fact that the receivers
have a certain finite width. The simulation software accounts for this by summing the signal over all the
gridpoints inside the receiver. A smaller spatial step means more gridpoints inside the receiver and thus
a higher amplitude. To compensate for this effect, all the signals are normalised. The resulting signals
can be seen in figure 6. Next, the part of all the signals that contains the head wave is analysed. Since
all the receivers are far enough away from the transmitter, the headwave is the first signal to arrive at
the receiver. The zoomed in plots are shown in figures 7a, 7b and 7c. It can be seen that different
spatial step sizes still cause slight differences in amplitude between some peaks. However, dx = 2.5
and dx = 5 um are very close together, much closer than the other signals.

Both dx = 2.5 and dx = 5 um seem to provide correct results. However, dx = 5 um is much quicker to
simulate, so it was decided to use dx = 5 um for all further measurements.
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5 5
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Figure 3: x-t diagram for the 3 mm thick plate and various values for the spatial step dx. The speed of sound in the medium
is 3 mm/us, and excitation signal has a frequency of 4.5 MHz. The brightness at each point of the graph represents the vertical
speed of the medium. The pink line corresponds to the direct wave, and the blue dot is the calculated point where the head
wave intersects the direct wave. The green lines represent the outer limits of the mask, while the blue line corresponds to the
trajectory found by the semblance method.
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Figure 4: Semblance plot for four different values of the spatial step dx. The vertical axis is the semblance while the horizontal
axis corresponds to the test velocity. For these plots the true velocity of the bone was 3 mm/us
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Figure 5: The signals at receiver number 33. Different line colours correspond to different spatial step sizes. The horizontal axis
is the time in us while the vertical axis is the intensity of the signal.
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Figure 6: The signals at receiver number 33. All signals were normalised by dividing them by their maximum value. Different
line colours correspond to different spatial step sizes. The horizontal axis is the time in us while the vertical axis is the intensity

of the signal.
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Figure 7: The raw signals at three different receivers. The plot has been restricted to the part containing the head wave. All
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sizes. The horizontal axis is the time in us while the vertical axis is the intensity of the signal.
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