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the Alps our living freshwater 

source and reservoir



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock



2,5 m0

section line
section line before intervention
aquifer
surface water
filled aquifer
potential aquifer
loose material
fine sediments
bare rock





Alps are an object



Alps are an object



Alps are an object



Dammed river in Switzerland (Jérémy Toma)
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Images of the Alps



Living in the Alps



neue grafik ??

A new cosmology



“One has no claim on landscape, just as one has 
no claim on people. There is no claim. You 

simply have to understand that you are part of 
the whole. As soon as one formulates a claim, I   

place myself above the object. And that is, I 
think, what we are doing now.”

Ernst Partl, manager of the Kaunergrat Naturpark
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listening 
to the Alps



 “To listen to and tell a rush of stories is a method. And why not make the 
strong claim and call it a science, an addition to knowledge? Its research 
object is contaminated diversity; its unit of analysis is the indeterminate 

encounter. To learn anything we must revitalize arts of noticing and include 
ethnography and natural history." 

Anna L. Tsing (2021), in The Mushroom at the End of the World
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 listening – knowledge



 methodology – research framework
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who are the Alps? 
agency in the web of life
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 listening –  collecting
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 listening –  carrying









Modeled maximum ice cover around 24 500 years ago (Seguinot et al., 2018)

 listening – shaped by water
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Visualization of the glacial ecosystems of the Gepatsch glacier in the Ötztaler Alps through 
descriptions in: Garcia-Lopez, E., & Cid, C. (2017). Glaciers and Ice Sheets As Analog 
Environments of Potentially Habitable Icy Worlds. Frontiers in Microbiology, 8
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1920 
(M. Frey)

2019 
(M. Altman)
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Parliament of the Alps
political representation
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Kaunertal valley
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The ocean in the Alps
Ötztaler Alps, Austria and Italy



Shaping the Alpine Ocean
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Human agency
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