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A S I A

25%

61%

13%

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

Latin America & 
the Caribbean

PERCENTAGE OF SLUM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION ACROSS THE WORLD

MAJORITY OF THE URBAN SLUM POPULATIONS LIES IN THE 
ECONOMIC CENTRE OF GRAVITY - 

ASIA 
(UN HABITAT, 2014)

Source: World Urbanization Prospects, UN Habitat, 2014
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PERCENTAGE POPULATION OF INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS 
IN INDIAN METROPOLITAN CITIES

Source: Indian Census, 2011
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“All they know is that you’re trying to get to the city 
of gold, and that’s enough. 

Come on board, they say. We’ll adjust.”
-Suketu Mehta (Author of  Maximum City)

0 km 5 km

MUMBAI - 2011

POPULATION: 18.3 MILLION

METROPOLITAN AREA: 4355 SQKM

ANNUAL ECONOMY GENERATED: $ 238 BILLION
Source: Derived from Google Maps
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DHARAVI - 2011

POPULATION: 1 MILLION (APPROX)

METROPOLITAN AREA: 2.39 SQKM

ECONOMY GENERATED: $ 1 BILLION

Source: Derived from Google Maps
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THE BOOKS, MOVIES AND DOCUMENTARIES ON DHARAVI
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REDEVELOPMENT SCHEMES HAVE FAILED TO RESPOND TO THE EXISTING SOCIAL TIES AND ECONOMIC NETWORKS
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INDUSTRIAL SPACE AND NETWORKS IN COMBINATION FORM THE BASIS OF THE SPACE PRODUCED
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A HEAVY RELIANCE ON COMMUNITY LIFE INFLUENCES THE QUALITY OF THE SPACE PRODUCED
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India’s number of informal settlements have seen a meteoric rise of 25% in the 
last decade (Census, 2011), and the pressing need to rehabilitate its citizens 

is now a more important issue than ever before. 

This is accredited mainly to an indifferent attitude of the policy makers, planners 
and developers towards existing social and economic mode of production of 
space with its associated values, leading to highly insensitive, unsustainable 

and unequal redevelopment & upgrading projects. 

PROBLEM STATEMENT

SUSTAINABLE 
REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECTS

SOCIAL EQUITY

ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIVE
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Case study: Dharavi, Mumbai, India

How can a strategic spatial framework incorporating the existing social-economic 

production of  space in informal settlements l inking it to the formal city, lead to long 

term inclusive and sustainable redevelopment projects? 

GOAL

METHODPOSSIBLE PRODUCT

RESEARCH QUESTION
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SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
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ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK



PROJECT DEFINITION PROJECT APPROACH DESIGN FRAMEWORKSTRATEGIC FRAMEWORK REFLECTION

20/61

1900 1950 2000

1900 1950 2000

1909 1964 2012

Dharavi

Policy and Govt. 
Approach

Urban Form 
of Mumbai

Slum Demolition & Relocation

Slum Improvement 
Programme (1971)

Slum Upgrading 
Programme (1985)

Dharavi 
Redevelopment 

Project
Slum Redevelopment 

Scheme (1991) 

Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme (1995) 

The Prime Minister’s 
Grant Project (1985)

Slum Improvement Act 
(1956)

Upgrading & Rehabilitation

Private Redevelopment

Polluting industries 
move to Dharavi

Potters: 
The first colony

The first school
Co-operative 

housing society

Informal industries take off International 
Limelight

Grassroot 
advocacy

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1930s

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1960s 2012

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1900 1950 2000

1900 1950 2000

1909 1964 2012

Dharavi

Policy and Govt. 
Approach

Urban Form 
of Mumbai

Slum Demolition & Relocation

Slum Improvement 
Programme (1971)

Slum Upgrading 
Programme (1985)

Dharavi 
Redevelopment 

Project
Slum Redevelopment 

Scheme (1991) 

Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme (1995) 

The Prime Minister’s 
Grant Project (1985)

Slum Improvement Act 
(1956)

Upgrading & Rehabilitation

Private Redevelopment

Polluting industries 
move to Dharavi

Potters: 
The first colony

The first school
Co-operative 

housing society

Informal industries take off International 
Limelight

Grassroot 
advocacy

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1930s

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1960s 2012

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1900 1950 2000

1900 1950 2000

1909 1964 2012

Dharavi

Policy and Govt. 
Approach

Urban Form 
of Mumbai

Slum Demolition & Relocation

Slum Improvement 
Programme (1971)

Slum Upgrading 
Programme (1985)

Dharavi 
Redevelopment 

Project
Slum Redevelopment 

Scheme (1991) 

Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme (1995) 

The Prime Minister’s 
Grant Project (1985)

Slum Improvement Act 
(1956)

Upgrading & Rehabilitation

Private Redevelopment

Polluting industries 
move to Dharavi

Potters: 
The first colony

The first school
Co-operative 

housing society

Informal industries take off International 
Limelight

Grassroot 
advocacy

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1930s

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1960s 2012

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1900 1950 2000

1900 1950 2000

1909 1964 2012

Dharavi

Policy and Govt. 
Approach

Urban Form 
of Mumbai

Slum Demolition & Relocation

Slum Improvement 
Programme (1971)

Slum Upgrading 
Programme (1985)

Dharavi 
Redevelopment 

Project
Slum Redevelopment 

Scheme (1991) 

Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme (1995) 

The Prime Minister’s 
Grant Project (1985)

Slum Improvement Act 
(1956)

Upgrading & Rehabilitation

Private Redevelopment

Polluting industries 
move to Dharavi

Potters: 
The first colony

The first school
Co-operative 

housing society

Informal industries take off International 
Limelight

Grassroot 
advocacy

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1930s

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1960s 2012

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1900 1950 2000

1900 1950 2000

1909 1964 2012

Dharavi

Policy and Govt. 
Approach

Urban Form 
of Mumbai

Slum Demolition & Relocation

Slum Improvement 
Programme (1971)

Slum Upgrading 
Programme (1985)

Dharavi 
Redevelopment 

Project
Slum Redevelopment 

Scheme (1991) 

Slum Rehabilitation 
Scheme (1995) 

The Prime Minister’s 
Grant Project (1985)

Slum Improvement Act 
(1956)

Upgrading & Rehabilitation

Private Redevelopment

Polluting industries 
move to Dharavi

Potters: 
The first colony

The first school
Co-operative 

housing society

Informal industries take off International 
Limelight

Grassroot 
advocacy

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1930s

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

1960s 2012

Koliwada
Chambda 
Bazaar

DHARAVI THROUGH ITS CONCEPTION
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NATIONAL POLICY TOWARDS INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS
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THE ‘LIMBO’ STATE OF THE DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT
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INFRASTRUCTURE BYPASSES THE INNER FABRIC OF DHARAVI
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INFRASTRUCTURE BYPASSES THE INNER FABRIC OF DHARAVI
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ECONOMY CONNECTS DHARAVI TO THE REST OF MUMBAI
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ECONOMIC CONNECTIONS & CLUSTERS IN DHARAVI
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ECONOMIC CONNECTIONS & CLUSTERS IN DHARAVI
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SYNTHESIS OF ANALYTICAL LAYERS AT DHARAVI
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Existing policy does not 
incorporate social structure

Infrastructure does not support 
economic networks

Economic networks not 
incorporated in policy structure

SYNTHESIS OF ANALYTICAL LAYERS AT DHARAVI
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ECONOMIC CLUSTERING 
and its spatial manifestation & organisation can 

act as a shorthand for the cultural and material 

spatial aspects in Dharavi.

DESIGN HYPOTHESIS
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PROJECT APPROACH
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PROJECT OUTLINE
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EXISTING ECONOMIC MODEL FOR REDEVELOPMENT
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PROPOSED ECONOMIC MODEL FOR REDEVELOPMENT

[RE]INFORCE
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REINFORCEMENT OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN DHARAVI

[RE]INFORCE
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PROPOSED NAGAR DIVISIONS FOR REDEVELOPMENT

[RE]DIVIDE
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[RE]DIVIDE
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PROPOSED RESTRUCTURE OF THE WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

[RE]STRUCTURE
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[RE]STRUCTURE

[RE]DIVIDE

[RE]INFORCE
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13 COMPOUND

DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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13 COMPOUND
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RECYCLING UNIT LEATHER UNIT GARMENT UNIT
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ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
UNITS IN 13-COMPOUND

INDUSTRIAL UNITS

COMMERCIAL UNITS

RESIDENTIAL UNITS
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A Special Economic Zone in 

13-compound, offering tax benefits 

for informal industries, that formalise 

themselves in the same location

Rebranding of 13-compound, as 

an innovation hub, which provides 

recognition to the informal industries 

and also helps attract other 

entrepreneurs.

E-commerce plays an important role 

in integrating the informal industry. 

Already a growing trend, 13-compound 

could encourage it amongst its existing 

industries as a means to operate.

Occupancy rights could take various 

forms such as long term leaseholds, 

rentals, transferable leases on 

individual, plots etc.
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IDENTIFYING ECONOMIC CLUSTERS AND AVENUES IN 13-COMPOUND
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RESTRUCTURING THE PROPOSED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
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