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Cities in the 60s

12.000.000 → 20.000.000
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1973: Groeikernen (Provoost, INTI, 2022)

Derde Nota Ruimtelijke Ordening:

Groeikernen
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Achterstraat Spijkenisse ±1950 (Voorne-Putten Archive) 9
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Waterland Spijkenisse ±1950 (Voorne-Putten Archive) 10
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De Hoek, P.P. Hammel (NAI Archive) 11
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PROBLEM
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Problem:

Within revitalisation efforts, the unique identity
of the Groeikernen is overlooked
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Research question:

How can the identity of Spijkenisse be captured
through a participatory process and enhanced in 

its revitalisation?
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THEORY
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Planned City & Lived city
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Heritage as a Vector

(W!MBY!, Crimson)

Janssen, Luiten, Renes, Stegmeijer (2017)
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Storytelling as a planning practice
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METHODOLOGY



Past
1. How has its history 
shaped Spijkenisse? 
(And what values 
came from that?)

Present
2. How do people 
currently experience 
their city? And what 
are the problems and 
values?

Future
3. Informed by its 
identity, what should 
the future of 
Spijkenisse look like?
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Past

Present

Future
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FINDINGS
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Archive & Literature research

Personal observation

Interviews

Co-creation workshop

Future scenario
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Archive research
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Post «65 (Spoormans, 2019) 34
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40

(the neighbourhood) will for the most part be
inhabited by people who were not born in 

Spijkenisse, indeed who probably barely knew the
name of the municipality until recently. For these 
newcomers, the NEIGHBOURHOOD will become

the living environment, where they can blend into
their family life and where they will make contacts.

-IR. C. Hoogeveen B.I. 1963
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living city is alive only when its inhabitants bring it
to life, can bring it to life, when they themselves

can build on it. 

-W.C.J. Boer 1963

(BOUW)
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Do we also already know the housing needs and
recreational desires of children and adults, who

will be living here in Spijkenisse in 10 and 20 years, 
so precisely that we can already expect to have 

built a liveable town for those people?

-W.C.J. Boer 1963

(BOUW)

Context - Problem - Theory - Methodology - Findings - Future Scenario - Exhibition



46

Observation
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`Where is the center?`

`is this a city?`
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Parked cars and security camera`s

Context - Problem - Theory - Methodology - Findings - Future Scenario - Exhibition



49

Heavily paved front gardens
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Heavily paved public space without any people
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Beautifull green edges with pedestrian and cycling paths
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Appreciation for green and rural character
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Interviews
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Once upon a time, young families moved to Spijkenisse en 
masse when they heard that new neighbourhoods were being 
built with beautiful, affordable housing in lush green 
surroundings...
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Spijkenisse was the ideal place to work in the harbour. The men 
of the families could cycle to work every morning. They had to 
work long, hard days to provide for their families...
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Meanwhile, the neighbourhood centres were vibrant places of 
interaction and a close community was formed...
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But times have changed, and now that young families have 
grown up, the city no longer meets their needs...
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69

The once close-knit community has partly 
fallen apart, and neighbours often do not 
even know each other anymore, only 
looking at each other through closed 
curtains...
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Residents have seen their environment deteriorate and wish 
they could have their beautiful neighbourhoods back...
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Residents have seen their environment deteriorate and wish 
they could have their beautiful neighbourhoods back...
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If only there was something they could do...
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Co-creation
wokshop

Context - Problem - Theory - Methodology - Findings - Future Scenario - Exhibition
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Urban form
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Urban form

- More urban functions

- Perserving the village-like 
qualities

- Perserving the natural areas
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Urban form
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Urban form

- Make less grey (art)

- More benches
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Public space
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Public space

- More biodiversity in public 
space

- Depaving public space
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Mobility
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Mobility

- Improve public transport 
connections

- Improve cycle and pedestrian
paths
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Facilities
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Facilities

- More social spaces

- More cultural spaces
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Facilities
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Facilities

- More elderly housing

- Re-using/re-purposing
existing buildings
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Conclusion
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Archive & Literature research

Personal observation

Interviews

Co-creation workshop
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GUIDELINES:



94

GUIDELINES:

Establish a balance between urban, rural and village-
like
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GUIDELINES:

Establish a balance between urban, rural and village-
like

Integrating nature into daily life

Improving mobility

Expanding cultural and social infrastructure

Utilising existing buildings efficiently

Improving Architectural Identity
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FUTURE 
SCENARIO
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The city will have three levels of urbanity. The highly urban 
centre, the village-like neighbourhoods with their own small 
neighbourhood centres, and the rural/natural surroundings.
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1. The city centre needs to be further densified to create a 
critical mass to sustain urban functions.
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2. As a result, there will be a good basis for real metropolitan 
functions such as clubs or exhibition spaces (which can be 
temporarily housed in empty shops), but also for improving the 
public transport infrastructure.

(Google Maps)
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3. Meanwhile, the neighbourhoods can retain their village-like 
character, building on the design principles of the 1970s. 
Neighbourhood living rooms can be implemented and public 
space can be revitalised to increase social interaction.

(Google Maps)
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4. The introduction of greenery, street art and benches are 
important tools to further upgrade the public space and make 
the city less grey.

(Google Maps)
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5. Towards the green surroundings of the city, walking and 
biking routes can be implemented. Adittionally the water and 
green can be made more accessible and the biodiversity can be 
improved.

(Google Maps)
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Exposition
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Thank you!
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