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the road network. The city is characterized by discontinuities in the urban 

fabric and great differences among neighborhoods. Some affluent neighbor-

hoods resemble low-density American suburbs, with generous public space 

provisions; others, designed for the middle classes, have smaller lots and 

Fig. 14-1. Bogotá’s historic growth (Source Secretaría de Planeación Distrital, 2002)

Graphic 1: Bogotá’s historic growth 
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1
typology

variety of typologies produces 
a range of colliding border 

conditions

2
performance

the ability to accommodate 
various events and activities 

3 
narrative

multiplicity of actors in the 
public space

4 
materiality

public space as a stage,a 
changing backdrop with each 

different user 
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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Parque Santander

the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.

1

1

2

3

3 2

4

5

54

6

10

11

13

14

15

12

6

7

7

8

8

9

9

10 11

1312

14

15

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Plaza Bolívar

Plaza Bolívar

Parque Santander

1

2

3

5

4

8

6

9

7

14

15
Nemqueterra

Parque Santander

the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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the arrangement of the city 
was established by the Spanish 
colonizers; with the main 
sqaure being the converging 
point for th e city. Created 
simply by removing one block 
this is a place for trade, 
justice and celebration.

in the centre of the square initially there was a 
wooden column for punishment representing the power 
of the King of Spain; which was replaced by a small 
water source.

in the 1960s amendments 
were made to the square 
in celebration of the 
150th anniversary of 
independence and the 
plaza was levelled.

passage de Hernandez was built in 1890, the second 
level was added in 1918, it was designed by Gastón 
Lelarge. It was an essential matter to develop trade 
in the context of comfort, hygiene and trading the 
heavy colonial heritage for modernity. 

the market was suspended, as 
well as other activities such 
as bullfighting.

work on the fountains 
began in 1925 in an 
attempt to beautify 
the city, they 
remained on the 
square until 1960

the only 
building left 
from colonial 
times is the 
chapel of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament.

the Congress established the location of a bronze 
statue of Simon Bolivar in 1846; also renaming the 
plaza after the liberator. It was placed in the 
centre of an English-styled garden. 

initially the statue was facing east towards the 
cathedral;in 1880 a new pedestal was installed and 
it was re-oriented to face north towards the Palace 
of Justice.

buildings 
of power

officials

butchers
crafts
shops

with the turn of the century 
the tram system starts to 
operate creating gaps between 
social classes, as may 
imigrants from the countryside 
moved to the city.

the colonial grid formed 
blocks, which were divided in 
quadrants; however with the 
densification of the city the 
block were divided and built 
into what became known as shop 
homes.

in the early 20th century a new 
cultural flourishing takes place 
with the establishment of many 
universities.

the city has been ruled by 
traffic and has been dangerous 
for pedestrians, so the 
goverment installed wide 
sidewalks and extensive networks 
of bike paths. 7th avenue was 
completely pedestrinized during 
the day in 2012.

the flat plane 
surface gives 
opportunity for 
protests.

the Palace of Justice was 
first constructed between 1919 
and 1933, however it burned 
down in 1948 during the 
Bogotazo riots. The location 
remained occupied by other  
buildings until 1970 when the 
Justice Palace was rebuilt 
only to be damaged during the 
1985 hostile assault. After 
this the present building was 
constructed and still stands 
in Plaza Bolivar.

in 1902 the Council of Bogota ordered for the 
Mayor’s Office to be built on the main plazza in the 
place of a shopping arcade which burned down in 1900. 
The design was assigned to Gastón Lelarge. It was 
only in 1974 that the government managed to carry out 
the work, in the process many of the original details 
were not fullfilled; for example the comercial arcade 
on the ground floor which now has no function.

this could have provided some vibrance to the 
sqaure and an important commercial space

Casa de los Comuneros
on the north facade there are  
several murals dedicated to 
the ‘comuneros’ a group of 
leaders to a pre-independence 
rebellion who were imprisond 
in this house before their 
execution in  1782.

Church of Concepcion was located behind the old 
colonial city jail.

example of a 
16th-17th century 
residential 
house, the 
corner balcony 
was built 
in the 17th 
century. In 
1810 it was the 
most important 
store on the 
Calle Real (7th 
Avenue)

Now the ground floor sells cheap clothes, cellphone 
minutes and photocopy services. The top half 
is closed and only a few tailors and shoemakers 
operate there.

the civil war of 1895, the 
scene depicts the reception 
of Rafael Reyes in the 
Capitol in celebration of 
the victory of regeneration, 
people marched on the 7th 
avenue and gathered on the 
square to show their support 
of his policy to keep the 
peace and legal policies. 
Regardless of the opposition 
between the conservatives and 
liberals Reyes pulled the 
country out of the financial 
crisis and promoted the 
growth of new industries.
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Break in the continuity of facades - typology of towers 
interspersed with smaller semi-residential buildings.

Artisanal shops in the remaining few colonial complexes 
north of the Jimenez Avenue.

Due to the vicinity of the river, 
a regional market was located 
in this area, dating way before 
establishment of Santa Fe. Later 
it became an important entrance 
to the old city (1500s), and the 
market continued growing. trading 
various good  - mainly  herbs and 
other alimentary products from local 
farmers.

During the second half of the 19th 
century, the city was going through 
a period of urban beautification 
inspired by the aesthetic of the 
French capital and general wave of 
neohistoricism. As a  part of that 
movement statue of Francisco de 
Paula Santander is erected in the 
centre of the square, making it an 
eponymous park - Parque Santander. 
The park was styled as a French 
formal garden with all the footpaths 
leading to the central statue of 
Santander.

First religious orders established their churches 
adjacent to the informal market. Vicinity of 
churches influenced the name of the square making it 
Plaza San Francisco. Plaza gained more gravitas and 
competed in importance with the main square. The 
competition ceased when the current bishop decided 
that the Primary Cathedral was to be built in Plaza 
Bolivar.

The notion of trade and religious ceremony was 
maintained over time in a somewhat updated manner.
The trinity of churches is still highly frequented by 
locals, whereas the regional market was replaced by a 
myriad of banks at the perimeter of the square.
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Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica 
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jimenez Av.

However, formal and informal trade co-exist, the best 
example being the emerald traders (comisionistas) 
on Jimenez Avenue. They gather everyday in front of 
Nemqueterra building at 10am and trade emeralds among 
themselves until sundown around 4pm when there is no 
more sunlight to inspect the emeralds properly.
Several block around their place of trade is full of 
cutters’ offices, official dealers, jewelry stores etc. 
The ‘comisionistas’move all day between these formal 
places and their sidewalk.

Political stability in the 20th century 
ensured economic progress. Since  Bogota 
did not have any industry, major focus was 
put on artisanal production.

Commerce was divided into specific sectors. 
7th and 8th Avenue were lined with luxury 
shops with imported goods; for example 
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.

River of San Francisco was paved over in 
1930s, creating the Jimenez de Quesada 
Avenue. It is an important traffic coridor 
where Transmilenio buses run daily. 

Constant rapid bus transit causes 
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public 
space recovery projects was undertaken. 
Architects Salmona and Kopec designed 
the Ambiental Axis along the Avenue - a 
wide brick paved foot path with two large 
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water 
canal feature and lined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a small square 
created by demolishing buildings within a 
block that was declared to be ‘of public 
interest’in 1968. It is a place frequented 
by people of different ages and professions. 
Cafes and other popular public places that 
surround it since the thirties, are an 
integral part of the place. A star-shaped 
pedestal houses the statue of the founder 
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada. 

First headquarter of the main national 
newspaper El Tiempo is located on the 
corner of Jimenez and 7th Avenue. 

Tram lines from Bolivar square to Chapinero, introduced at 
the end of 19th century, passed through the 7th Avenue, by 
Parque Santander. Due to the tram stop, the park was fenced 
off with a high wrought iron fence and two main gates on 6th 
and 7th Av. 

Santander and Bolivar are two very important political 
figures in Colombian history. Both have influenced the 
development of the country in various ways. Their eponymous 
squares are very much incarnations of their political 
stances. Whereas Bolivar leaned towards monarchism and 
at one point became a dictator, Santander was much more 
lenient and advocated free trade and smaller taxes for the 
people.
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Teatro Odeon

Alcaldía Local

de La Candelaria

7th Avenue

7th Avenue

Small widening on the Jimenez Avenue that creates a 
break in continuit of the facade. Teatro Odeon is in 
the background, being one of the rare buildings in La 
Candelaria that have been restored to their primary 
function in order to revive the area.

The garden belonging to the municipal centre of La 
Candelaria. A run down city block has been turned into 
a space for assemblies and cultural events organized by 
the local political party.Once again there is a change 
in rythm, from high rise buildings towards Jimenez 
Avenue to the small colonial houses in the background as 
we progress towards La Candelaria.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

The Banco de la República’s Luis Ángel Arango Library 
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district; 
it is named after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel 
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square 
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself 
around two historical facades.The library still holds 
the world record of total look-ups per year.

On the crossing of 9th with the 10th it is apparent how 
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer 
you get to the 10th avenue the busier it is, as a result 
of the pedestrianisation of the 7th.

Accessibility to the park was amplified through the 
introduction of the tramway yet equally guarded through 
fencing off the garden.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.

corner

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

e
va

cu
at

io
n

 o
f 

re
si

d
e

n
ts

C4

C1

C5

C2

C6

C3

5352

5352

The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.

corner

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y 

A
N

 A
U

TO
D

ES
K

 E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

PR
O

D
U

C
T

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

D
U

C
ED

 B
Y A

N
 A

U
TO

D
ESK

 ED
U

C
A

TIO
N

A
L PR

O
D

U
C

T

e
va

cu
at

io
n

 o
f 

re
si

d
e

n
ts

C4

C1

C5

C2

C6

C3

5352

5352

The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.

corner
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C4

C1

C5

C2

C6

C3

35|99



SOCIAL

PHYSICAL

unrealised 
potential

realised 
potential

process to 
realise potential

assume a 
position

identify 
problems

assemble  
design tools

recognise 
urban situations

experiment

1

2

3

4

5

ECONOMIC
POSITION

SYMBOLIC
POSITION

ACTIVIST
POSITION

SPECIALIST
POSITION
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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The benefit of the corner element is tht it provides 
two possible viewpoints; where one or both sides 
can vary in length.

This can be achieved with an elevated element 
(C1) an elevated and extended element (C2) an 
elevated surface (C3) a grounded element (C4) 
an extruded from the ground element (C5) or a 
ground surface (C6).

4.3C
*
All of these examples can be 
either a feature or a habitable 
volume, such as a loggia or 
balcony.  However, a painted 
on material is also a possibility 
(see 4.1)

Note that the asymetry, by 
extending one side can vary to 
give impotance to one side.
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assume 
a position1 |
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Economic Position
This position is mainly concerned with the physical environment. The aim 
is to leave an impactful mark on the city by designing interventions which 
have the maximum efficiency and effect. Hence, the Economic Position is 
placed closed to the physical side of the spectrum.

Social Physical
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Symbolic Position
This position focuses on the social implications of the built environment. 
The interventions are a physical manifestations of a commentary or critique 
of the current social situation. Hence, at times the outcome can appear 
exaggerated or purely thought provoking. In this way the Symbolic Position 
is placed closer to the social side of the spectrum.

Social Physical
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Activist Position
This position actively identifies spaces which can be used to display a social 
concern, conflict or celebration. The production and form of the interven-
tion, although still functional, is secondary to the purpose it serves. Hence, 
the Activist Position would be placed leaning towards the social side of the 
spectrum.

Social Physical
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Specialist Position
This position is focused on tailoring the interventions to the present local 
practices and site conditions. The execution and production of the interven-
tion is the main focus, however the design is a result of a close observation 
of a certain activity. Hence, the Specialist Position is one which is placed 
in the middle of the spectrum, as having equal impact on the social and 
physical environment.

Social Physical
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    space
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11. space 
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diversity of adjacent functions

Placement of a university on a square lined with frequented shops 
and caffes, as well as the constant presence of shoeshiners and ven-
dors create a clash of activities that can have interesting outcomes.

presence of natural elements

Jimenez Avenue is also known as the Ambiental Axis, lined with 
local authentic greenery and recurring water features, brings 
nature from the Andes to the city in a formalized way.

broad inbetween space

Broad sidewalks of the Ambiental Axis allow for multiple activities 
to occurr simultaneously. From passersby to emerald dealers who 
set up their workspaces on the street, the possibilities are endless.

busy traffic corridor

Jimenez Avenue comprises mutliple public traffic lines and 
is one of main points of access to the centre. Constant influx 
of people and its frequency can be used to an advantage by 
creating complementary and interesting content.
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Due to the proximity of Plaza Bolivar and highly important na-
tional institutions, the area boast the presence of nature, streets 
lined with trees.

presence of natural elements

Second level of the Hernandez Passage has been abandoned by 
the tennants and shops, providing a spatial resource that can be 
creatively used.

vacant upper level

Broad sidewalks  allow for multiple activities to occurr simultane-
ously. The presence of street vendors on these streets is somewhat 
diminished due to the high level of formality of adjacent buldings, 
allowing for quality public space with enough breathing room.

broad inbetween space

Area around the passage is lined with shops, most of them 
concerning the textile industry. The scale of these businesses is 
small and often informal. Consequently, the street life is colorful, 
vivacious and bustling.

bustling commercial activity
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Due to the proximity of Plaza Bolivar and highly important na-
tional institutions, the area boast the presence of nature, streets 
lined with trees.

presence of natural elements

Second level of the Hernandez Passage has been abandoned by 
the tennants and shops, providing a spatial resource that can be 
creatively used.

vacant upper level

Broad sidewalks  allow for multiple activities to occurr simultane-
ously. The presence of street vendors on these streets is somewhat 
diminished due to the high level of formality of adjacent buldings, 
allowing for quality public space with enough breathing room.

broad inbetween space

Area around the passage is lined with shops, most of them 
concerning the textile industry. The scale of these businesses is 
small and often informal. Consequently, the street life is colorful, 
vivacious and bustling.

bustling commercial activity
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Due to the gridded urban fabric and the rising topography of the 
street towards the mountains, a captivating view is framed.

framed views

By attaching the small commercial alley to the back street, two 
access points are made available. One opens towards a side 
street where jewelery stores are located, whereas the other spills 
onto the busy 7th Avenue.

various access posibilities

The 7th Avenue is lined with shops, ranging from local artisanal 
production to various household goods. Flux of people is 
constant and can be used to an advantage.

bustling commercial activity

Since the adjacent buildings are reltively low, their roofs become 
a great spatial resource for further use and repurpose.

available roofscape

Facades of adjacent buildings facing the back street have been 
left blank, providing a canvas for intervention.

blank canvas

THE VOID
SITUATION 4
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