Co-operative Commons

Intervening into the historic centre of Bogota

Bogota bombing targeting former interior
minister kills 2, injures dozens

Ex- minister, Fernando Londono, suffered minor shrapnel wounds and was out of
danger, authorities said

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS / Tuesday. May 15, 2012, 7:14 PM AAA
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Plaza Bolivar Parque Santander
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1
typology

variety of typologies produces
a range of colliding border
conditions

3
narrative

multiplicity of actors in the
public space

performance

the ability to accommodate
various events and activities

4
materiality

public space as a stage,a
changing backdrop with each
different user
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Parque Santander

Church of San Francisco and the Banco de la Republica
stand at the crossing of 7th and Jinenez Av.

River of San Francisco was paved over in
19305, creating the Jimenez de Quesada
Avenue It is an important traffic coridor
where Transmi lenio buses run daily.

the colonial grid formed
blocks, which were divided in
quadrants: however with the
densification of the city the
block were divided and built
into what becane known as shop
hones.

Constant rapid bus transit causes
significant damage to the brick pavement.

In 1997 one of the most ambitious public
space recovery projects was undertaken.
Architects Salnona and Kopec designed
the Anbiental Axis along the Avenue - a
wide brick paved foot path with two large
Transmilenio lanes divided with a water
canal feature and |ined with native trees.

Plazoleta del Rosario is a snal| square
created by demol ishing buidings within a
block that was declared to be ‘of public
interest’ in 1968 It is a place frequented
by people of different ages and professions.

in the early 20" century a new
cultural flourishing takes place
with the establishment of many
universities.

Cafes and other popular public places that
surround it since the thirties, are an
integral part of the place. A star-shaped
pedestal houses the statue of the founder
Gonzalo Jinenez de Quesada
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First headquarter of the main national
newspaper EI Tiempo is_located on the

corner of Jimenez and Tth Avenue.

the city has been ruled by
traffic and has been dangerous
for pedestrians, so the
goverment instal led wide
sidewalks and extensive networks
of bike paths. 7 avenue was
completely pedestrinized during
the day in 2012
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Comerce was divided into specific sectors.
7% and 8" Avenue were |ined with luxury
shops with inported goods: for example
shops around Plaza Bolivar sold hats.
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0n the crossing of 9 with the 10 it is apparent how
lively the streets below the main sqaure are. The closer
you get to the 10° avenue the busier it is, as a result
of the pedestrianisation of the 7"

the Palace of Justice was
first constructed between 1919
and 1933, however it burned
down in 1948 during the
Bogotazo riots. The location
renained ocoupied by other
buildings until 1970 when the
Justice Palace was rebuilt
only to be damaged during the
1985 hostile assault. After
this the present bui lding was
constructed and still stands
in Plaza Bol ivar.

‘the flat plane
surface gives
opportunity for

protests.

7

Political stability in the 20" century

ensured economic progress. Since Bogota
did not have any industry, major focus was
put on artisanal production
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examle of a

century. In
1810 it was the
most important
store on the

with the turn of the century
the tram system starts to
operate creating gaps between
social classes, as may
imigrants from the countryside
moved to the city

Calle Real (7
Avenue)
5
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the only

building left
from colonial
tines is the

Sacrament.

The Banco de Ia Reptiblica’ s Luis Angel Arango Library
is located in the heart of the La Candelaria district:
it is naned after lawyer and business man Dr. Luis Angel
Arango. It has a total built area of 44,000 square
meters; it takes up the whole block wrapping itself
around two historical facades. The |ibrary still holds
the worId record of total look-ups per year.
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Plaza Bol fvar
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L bui Idings

in the 1960s amendnents
were made to the square
in celebration of the
1509 anniversary of
independence and the
plaza was level led.

7
-~

Casa de los Conuneros
on the north facade there are
several murals dedicated to
the ‘comuneros’ a group of
leaders to a pre-independence
rebellion who were imprisond
in this house before their
execution in

e of power

—=—officials

o butchers

the arrangement of the city
was established by the Spanish
colonizers: with the main
sqaure being the converging
point for th e city. Created
simply by removing one block
this is a place for trade,
justice and celebration




ific sectors.

18]99



1999



y

Ly

/
/

A

/7" ¢\
3

0

1

=t

20[99



21(99



22(99



23(99



24(99



=
= < S & Bt
S = F E S
S L S & 3
shoe
shiners
X i P E
I A A
food
o | vendors
4\:_‘@] A QEE
RV L T
street
° performers
) | ¢ B
. craftsmen
1 %®
emerald
25 O dealers
% Ty | A ' v
] ] \%\.&\‘m“ :
product
STR—7 o vendors
s | e W R L
Pa)fifio)_

25(99



I approach

99999



stop motion

27(99



realised unrealised
potential potential

28(99



realised unrealised
potential potential

29(99



30|99

realised
potential
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process to
realise potential

ECONOMIC SYMBOLIC ACTIVIST SPECIALIST 1 asSsume a
POSITION POSITION POSITION POSITION DOS ition

identify
problems

" realised unrealised
potential potential
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urban situations
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assume
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VAV\VAVAVAVAVAV\VAY.

Economic Position

This position is mainly concerned with the physical environment. The aim
is to leave an impactful mark on the city by designing interventions which
have the maximum efficiency and effect. Hence, the Economic Position is
placed closed to the physical side of the spectrum.

Social ® Physical



Symbolic Position

This position focuses on the social implications of the built environment
The interventions are a physical manifestations of a commentary or critique
of the current social situation. Hence, at times the outcome can appear
exagqgerated or purely thought provoking. In this way the Symbolic Position
is placed closer to the social side of the spectrum.

Social ® Physical
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BOGOTA -— REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA—

ﬂ EL TIEMPO

Activist Position

This position actively identifies spaces which can be used to display a social
concern, conflict or celebration. The production and form of the interven-
tion, although still functional, is secondary to the purpose it serves. Hence,
the Activist Position would be placed leaning towards the social side of the
spectrum.

Social ® Physical
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Specialist Position

This position is focused on tailoring the interventions to the present local
practices and site conditions. The execution and production of the interven-
tion is the main focus, however the design is a result of a close observation
of a certain activity. Hence, the Specialist Position is one which is placed

in the middle of the spectrum, as having equal impact on the social and
physical environment

Social ® Physical
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Economic Position Social ® Physical

Symbolic Position Social o Physical
Activist Position Social o Physical
Specialist Position Social o Physical
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loss of centrality

loss of value

1. urban decay

2. evacuation of
residents

3. polarization of
residents

4. lacks of organic
elements

5. diminishing local
practices

6. lack of gathering
space

7. urban make-up

8. rigidity of the
urban fabric

9. collage of activity
10. one level city

11. space
management
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hing local practi
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86

Hinges can be placed anywhere within reach in the city
as an aid to attach temporary structures. This allows local
practises to set up workshops or selling points.

Hinges can be placed on a horizontal surface (~ ) or
on a vertical surface (= ¢).

*

Make sure to make subtle, hence
why itis advicable to use inward
hinges.(Fig.2)

1ses

hing local practi

iminis

d

87

/

Handbook

86

ce

1 A project celebrating change as the only constant, allows
for all'its functions to be moved and reorganized by creat-
ing a series of hinges within the load bearing structure.

] A series of moorings line the town piers, serving as
hinges for merchants and vendors to attach their boats.

I Informally set up, the traditional merchants use the
nooks and crannies of the old walls as hinges to which
they attach their goods to sell:

~

87
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Reference book
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THE FORUM

SITUATION 1
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connection to ParqueSagtande

Y

diversity of adjacent functions

Placerment of a university on a square lined with frequented shops
and caffes, as well as the constant presence of shoeshiners and ven-
dors create a clash of activities that can have interesting outcomes

presence of natural elements

Jimenez Avenue is alsa known as the Ambiental Axis, lined with
local authentic greenery and recurring water features, brings
nature fram the Andes to the city in a formalized way.

broad inbetween space

Broad sidewalks of the Ambiental Axis allow for multiple activities
to occurr simultaneously. From passersby to emerald dealers who
set up their workspaces on the street, the possibilities are endless.

busy traffic corridor

Jimenez Avenue comprises mutliple public traffic lines and
is one of main points of access to the centre. Constant influx
of people and its frequency can be used to an advantage by
creating complementary and interesting content.
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THE LIVING ROOM

SITUATION 2
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img-commercial acti ity

~_corinection to Plaza Bofivar

presence of natural elements

Due to the proximity of Plaza Bolivarand highly important na
tional institutions, the area boast the presence of nature, streets
lined with trees.

vacant upper level

Second level of the Hernandez Passage has been abandoned by
the tennants and shops, providing a spatial resource that can be
creatively used

broad inbetween space

Broad sidewalks allow for multiple activities to occurr simultane-
ously. The presence of street vendors on these streets is somewhat
diminished due to the high level of formality of adjacent buldings,
allowing for quality public space with enough breathing room

bustling commercial activity

Area around the passage is lined with shops, most of them
concerning the textile industry. The scale of these businesses is
small and often informal. Consequently, the street life is colorful,
vivacious and bustling.
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THE PROMENADE

SITUATION 3
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presence of natural elements

Due to the proximity of Plaza Bolivar and highly important na-
tional institutions, the area boast the presence of nature, streets
lined with trees.

vacant upper level

Second level of the Hernandez Passage has been abandoned by
the tennants and shops, providing a spatial resource that can be
creatively used

broad inbetween space

Broad sidewalks allow for multiple activities to occurr simultane-
ously. The presence of street vendors on these streets is somewhat
diminished due to the high level of formality of adjacent buldings,
allowing for quality public space with enough breathing room

bustling commercial activity

Area around the passage is lined with shops, most of them
concerning the textile industry. The scale of these businesses is
small and often informal. Consequently, the street life is colorful,
vivacious and bustling.



THE VOID

SITUATION 4

framed views

Due to the gridded urban fabric and the rising topagraphy of the
street towards the mountains, a captivating view is framed.

Kedap uequn

various access posibilities

By attaching the small commercial alley to the back street, two
access points are made available. One opens towards a side
street where jewelery stores are located, whereas the other spills
onto the busy 7th Avenue.

bustling commercial activity

juswabeuew acreds

The 7th Avenue is lined with shops, ranging from local artisanal
production to various household goods. Flux of peaple is
constant and can be used to an advantage.

> [ans) auo

/ _
Bl commefgqgf%u@ry b

>

_bustling commereial activity

available roofscape

Since the adjacent buildings are reltively low, their roofs become
a great spatial resource for further use and repurpose.

blank canvas

Facades of adjacent buildings facing the back street have been
left blank, providing a canvas for intervention.
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THE FORUM

ECONOMIC
POSITION

polarization
of residents
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THE FORUM
SYMBOLIC
POSITION

lack of
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A I The Forum
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B I The Living Room
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