A Marine Campus

Reclaiming Valparaiso’s coastal edge
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1. Fieldwork

Macro — meso — micro



Valparaiso, Chile

Threshold conditions

Observations:
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The Pacific Ocean is a near-constant
presence in the city, acting as a datum and
a locator/connector of neighbourhoods and
places.



Landscape Urban ensemble Architectural detail
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The frame at macro/micro/meso scales
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Gateways to the city

Calle Cumming

Calle Ecuador



2. Context

Pacifico — V Regién — Barén
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Chile—a maritime nation
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The future of the port in jeopardy




Hill-quebrada—plain—ocean

Lateral connections



Vertical, lateral and transversal connections
between hill, quebrada, plain and coastal edge
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Pacific.

The port dominates the waterfront, creating
a no-man‘s-land between the city and the
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Coastal edge: private and commercial
infrastructure excludes the public from

access to much of the waterfront in the plain



Vacant sites and public spaces
across the plain
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Natural bay, pre-1860s
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Second expansion, pre-1895
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Piers and breakwater, 20th century
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Relocation of port to San Antonio?



1863 1880s 1930s

Gradual distancing of the relationship
between the city and the ocean over decades
of coastal engineering and land reclamation
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Fragmented site tucked between ocean,
Baron hill and plain
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Hard edge to the city



Out-of-bounds site



Precarious public space



3. Proposal

Marine landscape
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Four universities spread across the plain
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Publication of academic articles

scan
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Laboratory research
Archaeological excavations
Research trips

Lectures and conferences
Artefact conservation
Shipwreck visits

Sea kayaking

Boat trips for school children

Exhibitions

Proyecto reconstruceiony travesia ballenera .
4 fernandeciana, Viemria, 2012
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Complementary study
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Land-waterscape



4. Process



Tabula rasa, literally “scraped tablet,” from
which writing has been erased, thus ready to
be written on again.




“The skin of the earth consists of layers with various properties: constant flux, unpredictable
behaviour, inexhaustible diversity, and incessant rise of new features|...] The world is

a viscous body with a thin crust; this crust forms the physical ground in our lives]...]
Architecture is a partly indicative, party mimetic expression of our relationship with this skin
and the mental models we make of that relationship. The form of this expression ranges
from that of a surgical operation upon the skin to a substitution for this skin. The edge of
the skin is the horizon.”

Raoul Bunschoten, A+U, no. 263, August 1992

Culverting of streams
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Quebrada channels, freshwater and tidal marine
pools intersecting with warehouse and faculty
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A network of high- and low-level paths, lateral and

transversal, connecting city to sea



Tranquil clearings between trees and shrubs, creating
enclosed ‘rooms’ in the wider landscape



Multiple approaches to and aspects of the building
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Siting at the confluence
of two quebrada streams;
interacting at different
levels with fresh and
saltwater pools
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Spatial integration with the warehouse, which forms
the fourth wall of a new water square



Transformation of the central void






Public route through the building to the waterfront
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Ground floor:
public plinth, access to waterfront






Lower level with immediate access to the water; grotto



Lower water level:

sunken pool and lecture hall

Boat dock
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Sunken courtyard

1:250



T w‘ : 1L : q
= ‘ H w ] i w 3 ” hhhhhhhhhh )
[ |

Tlwimamw] iR
I ol HLL IM,A
Ny ——

Spatial integration with the warehouse, which forms
the fourth wall of a new water square



promenade, bridge, lantern

Turning its face to the ocean:
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Second fioor plan
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rogf plan

12.5m



Multiple public faces; varied internal/external facades
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Stepping down to meet the water;
rising up to face the ocean
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Urban scale: a new city square
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