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A New Spatial Ethic for Tourism in
the Scheveningen Coastal Resort
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The resort in Scheveningen:
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This is also visible in Scheveningen!

Veel politie op Scheveningen vanwege onrust na
stranddag

Fotograaf Elvira Smit

'Redder’ Scheveningse Pier over de Pier: 'Hij hangt
o ) opnieuw failliet op plekken letterlijk
- . Grote politie-inzet op Scheveningen yoboll Qi foiB s iatl b ol A van ducttape aan
- vanwege drukte en opstootjes na itiasamer r elkaar'
Scheveningen: Fotograaf Elvira Smit
Stranddag is gefascineerd door plekken die
De rezig op Lexpliciet lelijk zijn". Zoals de

Scheveningen @ wwomrospwe ag verlaten L Scheveningse Pier die, niet voor het
veel mens"en d ¥ m‘ler.e eerst, in verval is.
vechtpartijen e getuigen.

i

200 jaar Scheveningen-
bad, van chique naar
een zooitje ... en nu?

De gemeente Den Haag zet fors in op
de viering van Scheveningen, 200 jaar
badplaats. Dat mag ook wel, want dat
DHC Www.denhaagcemra al et zo groots gevierd kan worden
mag een wonder heten. En er moet
nog heel wat gebeuren.

Scheveningen moet
mooier worden - Den
Haag Centraal

Splinternieuw deel van
Scheveningen is ‘spookboulevard’:
‘Bijna alles staat nog leeg’

‘Hier loop je niet over de

zin op de intemetpagina V€N Haag zoekt oplossing voor
geen leugen. Watvooral 7 aagpjege] en Scheveningen

Scheveningse kust is de
Gemeentebestuur publiceert zeespiegelverkenning. Volgend jaar moet de Haags

beslissing nemen

- £ Jurgen Tiekstra 6 24 juli 2024

Onbereikbaar, duur en lelijk: ‘Dagje v oo
Scheveningen is een dagje ergernis' Scheveningen, daar is

Autoverkeer verder aan banden, alles wel aan gedaan

meer groen, beter openbaar very Nieuwe Maatregelen Parkeeroverlast Scheveningen om het te vernachelen
4 5 & ‘ NOS Nieuws » Woensdag 23 februari 2022, 11:55 Scheveningen, daar hebben we echt

De kwaliteit van SCheverﬂngen-Bc 22 MEI 2021 ons best op gedaan. Zo lelijk krijg je

Pier van Scheveningen is over paar jaar niet cc nictvanzelf, daar moet je moeite
meer veilig in steken. Gewoon een paar

vrachtwagens bouwafval laten
dumpen op het strand, daar red je
het niet mee.

moet omhoog.
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Research Questions

‘What are the issues that the resort facing?
‘Where do these issues originate from?’

‘How can the spatial quality of the resort be enhanced?
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|dentified Problems:

Issue . - . .
ldentified Issues: Origin of the issue: Topic:
number:
: Barrier effect of The collective effect of the width of the streets, the ab- Spatial
Gevers Deynootweg | sence of ecological structures, and car-centric mobility. | organisation
. s llective effect of lar: ildi resultin .
Illegible organisation tl“he collective effect of large building masses resulting Spatial
2 Furban fabri in narrow, shaded passageways, characterised by blind oreanisation
ot urban fabne facades, inaccessible spaces, and neglected public spaces. SIS
. . . . roblematic
3 Poor ecological The underlying ecological structure of the resort has ls)takehol der
condition been largely erased by dense urban development. relations
The building mass along the Gevers Deynootweg and .
. N o . j Spatial
4 Obstructed sea view | the arrangement of beach pavilions block important .
sightlines organisation
Threat of sea level Due to rising sea levels, the resort must implement flood | Spatial
5 g p P
rise protection measures. organisation
The overabundance of entertainment and hospitality roblematic
6 Outdated tourism undermines the area’s overall vibrancy, weakens the Etakehol der
model sense of place, discourages longer visitor engagement, .
o . relations
and reduces the resilience of the local economy.
. . The uncontrolled rise of infill developments has dis- .
Disrupted spatial . U . Spatial
7 oanisati rupted the spatial organisation of the resort, particularly oroanisation
organisation along the promenade. 5
The high influx of tourists during warm summer days problematic
8 Tourism Nuisance leads to parking congestion, noise pollution, increased stakeholder
instances of street harassment, and waste pollution. relations
Due to the historical development of the resort, the
9 Collective loss of sense of lost grandeur from the glorious 19th-century Spatial
Grandeur bathhouse culture remains deeply embedded in the built | organisation

environment.
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1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier:

Mobility network
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1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier
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1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier:
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2. lllegible Urban Fabric:
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2. lllegible Urban Fabric:

Shadows & blind facades
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2. lllegible Urban Fabric:

Foto: Dick Teske

Rellen in Scheveningen-Bad: zorgen
om veiligheid en aanpak jongeren

(De Scheveninger, 2025) 21



3. Poor Ecological Condition:
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4. Obstructed Sea View:
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5. Threat of Sea Level Rise:

Sea-levelrise
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6. Outdated Tourism Model:
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6. Outdated Tourism Model:
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:

Timeline

-1800

Isolated Fishing Village

Until 1800, Scheveningen was an isolated
fishing village that depended on fishing
and the fish trade at the large markets in
The Hague and Delft.

: Lutgers, P).(1864) Hotel #Orange
Private Investors Take Over
Due to the growing tourism, more private investors began
coming to Scheveningen toinvest in the hotel industry.
Many new hotels were built, including the Grand Hotel and
Hotel d'Orange. Additionally, the Kurhaus was funded with

public money, and a rise of entertainment culture became
visible.

[ S—-Y

wilink T(1884)

Seheveringen
gtn Wileltns

Newwerk O

1914

@ ursunmmmmsmsusEa—-

H 72 N
" van de- Meulen, . (1824) Het bodhis a2 Jaceous Pronk.
"

+1818

Bathhouse Tourism Among Rich Elite

In 1818, the first bathhouse was built, marking the beginning of
tourism. With the construction of paved roads, the fishing village
became accessible to a wealthy international elite who came to
Scheveningen for the bathhouse and the racecourse. King Willem |
also commissioned the construction of the Pavilion von Wied.

NV, Maatschapy
gen (1931). De Scheveningsche Kozder . . .
e Dutchification of Seaside Resort
During the First World War, foreign tourists stayed
away, leading the tourism industry to focus more on
the Dutch market. Even in the post-war years, the
wealthy Dutch elite continued to visit Scheveningen
Inthe 1930s, however, the industry faced difficulties
due to the effects of the Great Depression.

+ 1940

Destruction During World War Il

During the Second World War, the Kurhaus and many hotels sustained
damage. Until the liberation, the coastal area was inaccessible as part
of the Atlantic Wall. The Wandelhoofd Wilhelmina had been used by
the Germans as a storage depot and burned down in 1943. Tourism
came to a complete standstill during these years.

. Haags Gemeertearchicf (1943). Wandeliosa d Haags Gemesntearchief (1961). D

1945

Haags Gemeentearchiel (1957). Orar

Reconstruction Period

During the reconstruction period, there was a strong demand
for housing, leading to a delay in the rebuilding of hotels. At the
former place of Hotel d’Orange, the Oranjeflats were construc-
ted, considered a typical example of Dutch post-war architectu-
re. Additionally, the Atlantic Wall was torn down and the new
pier was constructed.

Haags Gemeencearchie? (2009). Poace
Proienade.

Luxury Apartments and Entertainment

With the construction of the new pier and the influx of day-trip-
pers, the resort's new direction became clear. Increasing pros-
perity led to growth in the entertainment industry along the
beach. Additionally, the development of luxury apartment com-
plexes proved highly profitable, and the resort was rapidly built
up by wealthy investors

Adroc horecamakelaars al(2019). Noard Rauiewar? o Scheenigen

Revitalisation

From 2000 onwards, the resort began to lose its appeal,
leading to one revitalisation project after another. These
included the redevelopment of the boulevard, the con-
struction of the Legoland Discovery Centre, and the
new Boulevard North with a large car park and shopping
centre.

nraag rl (2012). Newss Scheenirgen
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:
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8. Tourism Nuisance:

Interview with Municipality

“Residents experience “Wandalism sometimes occurs in
parking nuisance.” the narrow streets around the
Kurhaus.”

“Female residents also
report cases of street
harassment.”



9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

Timeline:

-1800

Isolated Fishing Village

Until 1800, Scheveningen was an isolated
fishing village that depended on fishing
and the fish trade at the large markets in
The Hague and Delft.

: Lutgers, P).(1864) Hotel #Orange
Private Investors Take Over
Due to the growing tourism, more private investors began
coming to Scheveningen toinvest in the hotel industry.
Many new hotels were built, including the Grand Hotel and
Hotel d'Orange. Additionally, the Kurhaus was funded with

public money, and a rise of entertainment culture became
visible.
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+1818

Bathhouse Tourism Among Rich Elite

In 1818, the first bathhouse was built, marking the beginning of
tourism. With the construction of paved roads, the fishing village
became accessible to a wealthy international elite who came to
Scheveningen for the bathhouse and the racecourse. King Willem |
also commissioned the construction of the Pavilion von Wied.

NV, Maatschapy
gen (1931). De Scheveningsche Kozder . . .
e Dutchification of Seaside Resort
During the First World War, foreign tourists stayed
away, leading the tourism industry to focus more on
the Dutch market. Even in the post-war years, the
wealthy Dutch elite continued to visit Scheveningen
Inthe 1930s, however, the industry faced difficulties
due to the effects of the Great Depression.

+ 1940

Destruction During World War Il

During the Second World War, the Kurhaus and many hotels sustained
damage. Until the liberation, the coastal area was inaccessible as part
of the Atlantic Wall. The Wandelhoofd Wilhelmina had been used by
the Germans as a storage depot and burned down in 1943. Tourism
came to a complete standstill during these years.

. Haags Gemeertearchicf (1943). Wandeliosa d Haags Gemesntearchief (1961). D

1945

Haags Gemeentearchiel (1957). Orar

Reconstruction Period

During the reconstruction period, there was a strong demand
for housing, leading to a delay in the rebuilding of hotels. At the
former place of Hotel d’Orange, the Oranjeflats were construc-
ted, considered a typical example of Dutch post-war architectu-
re. Additionally, the Atlantic Wall was torn down and the new
pier was constructed.

Haags Gemeencearchie? (2009). Poace
Proienade.

Luxury Apartments and Entertainment

With the construction of the new pier and the influx of day-trip-
pers, the resort's new direction became clear. Increasing pros-
perity led to growth in the entertainment industry along the
beach. Additionally, the development of luxury apartment com-
plexes proved highly profitable, and the resort was rapidly built
up by wealthy investors

Adroc horecamakelaars al(2019). Noard Rauiewar? o Scheenigen

Revitalisation

From 2000 onwards, the resort began to lose its appeal,
leading to one revitalisation project after another. These
included the redevelopment of the boulevard, the con-
struction of the Legoland Discovery Centre, and the
new Boulevard North with a large car park and shopping
centre.

nraag rl (2012). Newss Scheenirgen
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

" * 1970

Luxury Apartments and Entertainment

With the construction of the new pier and the influx of day-trip-
pers, the resort's new direction became clear. Increasing pros-
perity led to growth in the entertainment industry along the
beach. Additionally, the development of luxury apartment com-
plexes proved highly profitable, and the resort was rapidly built
up by wealthy investors
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Revitalisation

From 2000 onwards, the resort began to lose its appeal,
leading to one revitalisation project after another. These
included the redevelopment of the boulevard, the con-
struction of the Legoland Discovery Centre, and the
new Boulevard North with a large car park and shopping
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Bath hOUSE Tourism Among RICh Elite During the First World War, foreign tourists stayed ted, considered atypical example of Dutch post-war architectu- centre.
In 1818, the first bathhouse was built, marking the beginning of away, leading the tourism industry to focus more on re. Additionally, the Atlantic Wall was torn down and the new
! § the Dutch market. Even in the post-war years, the pier was constructed.

tourism. With the construction of paved roads, the fishing village
became accessible to a wealthy international elite who came to
Scheveningen for the bathhouse and the racecourse. King Willem |
also commissioned the construction of the Pavilion von Wied.

wealthy Dutch elite continued to visit Scheveningen
Inthe 1930s, however, the industry faced difficulties
due to the effects of the Great Depression.

(Sommer, 1900)
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

, shabby, bad advertisement for

‘Fade lory, ciated
Scheveningen.’
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Bathhouse Tourism Among Rich Elite Duringthe First World
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due tothe effects of the;

In 1818, the first bathhouse was built, marking the beginning of
tourism. With the construction of paved roads, the fishing village
became accessible to a wealthy international elite who came to
Scheveningen for the bathhouse and the racecourse. King Willem |
also commissioned the construction of the Pavilion von Wied.

(Tripadvisor, 2019) 36



Synthesis of Analysis
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|dentified Problems:

Issue

Identified Issues: Origin of the issue: Topic:
number:
: Barrier effect of The collective effect of the width of the streets, the ab- Spatial
Gevers Deynootweg | sence of ecological structures, and car-centric mobility. | organisation
. . The collective effect of large building masses resultin, .
Illegible organisation | . ¢ collective eftect of large § as3 s Spatial
2 furban fabri in narrow, shaded passageways, characterised by blind oroanisation
ot urban fabmic facades, inaccessible spaces, and neglected public spaces. 8
. . . roblematic
3 Poor ecological The underlying ecological structure of the resort has ls)takehol dor
iti been largely erased by dense urban development. .
condition been largely erased by dense u p relations
The building mass along the Gevers Deynootweg and Spatial
4 Obstructed sea view | the arrangement of beach pavilions block important p -
sightlines organisation
5 Threat of sea level Due to rising sea levels, the resort must implement flood | Spatial
rise protection measures. organisation
The overabundance of entertainment and hospitality roblematic
s Outdated tourism undermines the area’s overall vibrancy, weakens the Etakehol dor
model sense of place, discourages longer visitor engagement, .
- relations
and reduces the resilience of the local economy.
. . The uncontrolled rise of infill developments has dis- .
Disrupted spatial . o . Spatial
7 . rupted the spatial organisation of the resort, particularly L
organisation ) organisation
S along the promenade.
The high influx of tourists during warm summer days problematic
8 Tourism Nuisance leads to parking congestion, noise pollution, increased stakeholder
instances of street harassment, and waste pollution. relations
Due to the historical development of the resort, the
9 Collective loss of sense of lost grandeur from the glorious 19th-century Spatial
Grandeur bathhouse culture remains deeply embedded in the built | organisation

environment.
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Conclusions

‘The spatial organisation of the resort does not meet the needs of
Its users’

‘The available space within the resort is not proportionately
distributed among its users.’



Definition of Problem Statement

‘There is an imbalance between the spatial organisation of
the seaside resort and the needs of tourism & local
businesses, residents, and natural ecosystems.’

40



Follow-up Question

‘What might a desirable balance between stakeholders look like?






Sustainable Tourism Model

Local
Community

(Swarbrooke, 1999) 43



Weak vs Strong Sustainability
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Sustainability B
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Three-pillar Nested hierarchy
model: model: (Hartwick, 1977) 44



Sustainable Tourism Model

Local
Community

(Swarbrooke, 1999) 45



Conceptual Framework
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Businesses

Resident
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Theoretical Framework
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Maximisation Method
3 What if...? Scenarios:

What if the spatial organisation of the seaside resort is transformed
to meet the needs of:

natural ecosystems?
local businesses and tourists?

residents?
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Evaluation Criteria

Criteria . T .
Identified Issues: Criterion: Topic:
number:

1 Barrier effect of Ability to overcome the barrier effect of the Gevers Spatial
Gevers Deynootweg | Deynootweg. organisation
Ilegible organisation o o . Spatial

2 o S Ability to improve the intuitive legibility of the resort. pahat
of urban fabric organisation

. - . o . roblematic

3 Poor ecological Ability to sustainably and resiliently embed the ecologi- 1s)takehol der

condition cal structure of the resort within the public realm. .
relations
. e S Spatial

4 Obstructed sea view | Ability to restore and enhance obstructed sightlines. o

organisation

5 Threat of sea level Ability to provide a sustainable long term perspective in | Spatial
rise response to rising sea levels. organisation

. - . . . . Problematic
Outdated tourism Ability to reninvent the tourism model in a sustainable

6 del manmner stakeholder
mode . relations
Disrupted spatial Ability to restructure the disrupted spatial organisation | Spatial

7 pted sp Y ptedsp g P
organisation of the resort. organisation

Problematic

8 Tourism Nuisance Ability to mitigate tourism-related nuisances. stakeholder

relations

9 Collective loss of Ability to restore the resort’s image regarding the Spatial
Grandeur perceptions of faded grandeur. organisation
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Enforcing Natural Resilience

[ Landmarks
[l Ecological urban expansion | Ecological urban system
[ Dune expansion [ Dune system 52




Enhancing Residential Liveability
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Towards a Sustainable Tourism Model
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Evaluation

Criteria Identified _— Nature | Residential [ Tourism
Criterion: . . .
number: Issues: Scenario: | Scenario: | Scenario:
Barrier effect .
. Ability to overcome the barrier effect of the
1 of Gevers + ++ +
Gevers Deynootweg.
Deynootweg
Illegible or-
o - | Ability toimprove the intuitive legibility of
2 ganisation of o ++ ++ +
T the resort.
urban fabric
Poor Ability to sustainably and resiliently em-
3 ecological bed the ecological structure of the resort ++ + +
condition within the public realm.
4 Obstructed | Ability to restore and enhance obstructed . N .
sea view sightlines.
5 Threat of sea | Ability to provide a sustainable long term . . .
level rise perspective in response to rising sea levels.
Outdated . . . .
. Ability to reninvent the tourism model ina
6 tourism : - - ++
sustalnable manner.
model
Disrupted o . .
P Ability to restructure the disrupted spatial
7 spatialorgan- |~ 7 ", o + ++ 0
o organisation of the resort.
1sation
8 Tourism Ability to mitigate tourism-related nui- 0 0 .
Nuisance sances.
Collective Ability to restore the resort’s image
9 loss of Gran- | regarding the perceptions of faded 0 - ++
deur grandeur.
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Issue-Design principal relations

Issue - i . . . . .
number: Identified Issues: Topic: Corresponding Design Principles:

Barrier effect of Gevers . o 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibility & Liveability, 5. Destination
1 Spatial organisation . . . .

Deynootweg Line, 6. Spreading Tourism Density
2 Illegible organisation of urban Spatial oreanisation 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibility & Liveability, 4. Dunes in

fabric P 8 Motion, 8. Landmark Views
3 Poor ecolovical condition Problematic 1. Break the Barrier, 2. Soft Coastal Expansion, 3. Legibility &

5 stakeholder relations | Liveability, 4. Dunes in Motion
4 Obstructed sea view Spatial organisation 3..Leg1b111ty & Liveability, 7. Linear Tourism Hub, 8. Landmark
Views
5 Threat of sea level rise Spatial organisation | 2. Soft Coastal Expansion, 4. Dunes in Motion
6 Outdated tourism model Problematic . 5. De.stlnatlon Line 6. Spreading Tourism Density, 7. Linear
stakeholder relations | Tourism Hub
. . - : I 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibility & Liveability, 4 . Dunes in
7 Disrupted spatial organisation | Spatial organisation Motion, 8. Landmark Views
. . Problematic 5. Destination Line 6. Spreading Tourism Density, 7. Linear
8 Tourism Nuisance : :
stakeholder relations | Tourism Hub

9 Collective loss of Grandeur Spatial organisation 3. Legibility & Liveability, 7. Linear Tourism Hub 8. Landmark

views
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1SION

2. Soft Coastal Expansion
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1SION

6. Spreading Tourism Density
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1SION

7. Linear Tourism Hub
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Design Principles
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Masterplan
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Masterplan
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Masterplan
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Masterplan

3. Legibility & Liveability
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Masterplan
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Masterplan
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Masterplan

7. Linear Tourism Hub
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Masterplan
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Masterplan

7. Linear Tourism Hub
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Physical Model
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Shadows
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Dune Landscape
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Dune Landscape
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Visual Fragmentation

(Marc Koehler Architects,
Y4 (2016). World Traveller 73,
- (2021). Luuk1945, (2020). 89
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268 dwellings
1936 dwellings

Building Layout
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Pavement
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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Conclusions

- - . Corresponding Design Princi-
Issue Identified Issues: Origin of the issue: P 9 9
number: ples:
. . . . . 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibili
Barrier effect of The collective effect of the width of the streets, the ab- redt t ]e, arrier 3 .eglbl. ity §
1 Gevers D sence of ecological structures, and car-centric mobilit Liveability, 5. Destination Line, 6.
evers Deynootweg 5 ' Y Spreading Tourism Density
. I The collective eftect of large building masses resulting 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibility &
Ilegible organisation | . ) . o . .
2 furban fabri in narrow, shaded passageways, characterised by blind Liveability, 4 . Dunes in Motion, 8.
ot urban tabric facades, inaccessible spaces, and neglected public spaces. | Landmark Views
. . . 1. Break the Barrier, 2. Soft tal
Poor ecological The underlying ecological structure of the resort has red .t 16 Bartier, - Soft Cpas <
3 diti been largely erased by dense urban development Expansion, 3. Legibility & Liveability,
condition gy Y P ’ 4. Dunes in Motion
‘ The building mass along the (‘}e‘}vers Deyn.ootweg and 3. Legibility & Liveability, 7. Linear
4 Obstructed sea view | the arrangement of beach pavilions block important : .
1 Tourism Hub, 8. Landmark Views
sightlines.
5 Threat of sea level Due torising sea levels, the resort must implement flood | 2. Soft Coastal Expansion, 4. Dunes
rise protection measures. in Motion
The overabundance of entertainment and hospitality
5 Outdated tourism undermines the area’s overall vibrancy, weakens the 5. Destination Line 6. Spreading Tour-
model sense of place, discourages longer visitor engagement, ism Density, 7. Linear Tourism Hub
and reduces the resilience of the local economy.
. . The uncontrolled rise of infill developments has dis- 1. Break the Barrier, 3. Legibility &
Disrupted spatial ) o . - . .
7 oanisati rupted the spatial organisation of the resort, particularly | Liveability, 4 . Dunes in Motion, 8.
organisation along the promenade. Landmark Views
- ‘ The high lllﬂ}JX of touri sts durlpg warm summer days 5. Destination Line 6. Spreading Tour-
8 Tourism Nuisance leads to parking congestion, noise pollution, increased . . . .
; . ism Density, 7. Linear Tourism Hub
instances of street harassment, and waste pollution.
Due to the historical development of the resort, the
9 Collective loss of sense of lost grandeur from the glorious 19th-century 3. Legibility & Liveability, 7. Linear

Grandeur

bathhouse culture remains deeply embedded in the built
environment.

Tourism Hub 8. Landmark views

..-.--r‘--.-
3

MRS R
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Balancing the Tides
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