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Pattern of Decline: 

Map of coastal 
resorts along the 
North sea 
characterised by 
apartment blocks

Scale: 1:10.000.000
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The resort in Scheveningen: 
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This is also visible in Scheveningen!
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This is also visible in Scheveningen!

7(AD, 2025)



Research Questions
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‘What are the issues that the resort facing?’

‘Where do these issues originate from?’

‘How can the spatial quality of the resort be enhanced?’
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Analysis
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Identified Problems:
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1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier:

Mobility network



1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier:
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1. Gevers Deynootweg as a Barrier:
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Stakeholder Segregation

(Lynch, 1960)



2. Illegible Urban Fabric:
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2. Illegible Urban Fabric:
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Spatial delimination

Shadows & blind facades



2. Illegible Urban Fabric:

21(De Scheveninger, 2025)
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3. Poor Ecological Condition:

Ecological network
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3. Poor Ecological Condition:

Extreme heat

(Atlas Leefomgeving, 2025)
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4. Obstructed Sea View:

Sightlines & barriers
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5. Threat of Sea Level Rise:

Dike system

(Atlas Leefomgeving, 2025; KNMI, 2023 )

Sea-level rise



27

6. Outdated Tourism Model:



(Pine & Gilmore, 1998) 28

6. Outdated Tourism Model:

Experience Economy
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:

Timeline
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:

Building Typologies
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7. Disrupted Spatial Organisation:



“Residents experience 
parking nuisance.”

“Female residents also 
report cases of street 
harassment.”

32(Gemeente Den Haag, 2025)

Interview with Municipality

8. Tourism Nuisance:

“Vandalism sometimes occurs in 
the narrow streets around the 
Kurhaus.”
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

Timeline:
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

Timeline

(Sommer, 1900)
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

Timeline

(Funda, 2024)
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9. Collective Loss of Grandeur:

Timeline

(Tripadvisor, 2019)

‘Faded glory, dated, shabby, bad advertisement for 
Scheveningen.’



Synthesis of Analysis
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Identified Problems:



Conclusions
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‘The spatial organisation of the resort does not meet the needs of 
its users’
‘The available space within the resort is not proportionately 
distributed among its users.’



Definition of Problem Statement

‘There is an imbalance between the spatial organisation of 
the seaside resort and the needs of tourism & local 
businesses, residents, and natural ecosystems.’
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Follow-up Question

41

‘What might a desirable balance between stakeholders look like?’



Theoretical 
Background

42



(Swarbrooke, 1999) 43



Weak vs Strong Sustainability

(Hartwick, 1977) 44

Three-pillar 
model:

Nested hierarchy 
model:



(Swarbrooke, 1999) 45



Conceptual Framework
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Theoretical Framework
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Design Experiments



3 What if…? Scenarios:

What if the spatial organisation of the seaside resort is transformed 
to meet the needs of:
 

• natural ecosystems?

• local businesses and tourists?

• residents?

Maximisation Method

50



Evaluation Criteria
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Enforcing Natural Resilience 
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Enhancing Residential Liveability
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Towards a Sustainable Tourism Model

54



Evaluation
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Design Principles
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Issue-Design principal relations
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Vision
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Vision
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2. Soft Coastal Expansion



Vision
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6. Spreading Tourism Density



Vision
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5. Destination Line



Vision

62

7. Linear Tourism Hub



Design
63
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Design Principles



Masterplan
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Masterplan
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1. Break the Barrier



Masterplan
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1. Break the Barrier

(The Editorial Board, 2019)



Masterplan
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2. Soft Coastal Expansion



Masterplan
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2. Soft Coastal Expansion

(Swart, 2017)



Masterplan
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3. Legibility & Liveability



Masterplan
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3. Legibility & Liveability

(Voorberg NVM Makelaars, n.d.)



Masterplan
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4. Dunes in Motion



Masterplan
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5. Destination Line



Masterplan
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5. Destination Line

(De Kust, n.d.)



Masterplan
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6. Spreading Tourism Density



Masterplan
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7. Linear Tourism Hub



Masterplan
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7. Linear Tourism Hub

(Gunn, 1979)



Masterplan
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7. Linear Tourism Hub

(BioHacker Tech n.d.)



Masterplan
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8. Landmark Views



Masterplan
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8. Landmark Views

(Pellegrino, 2024)



Masterplan
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Sections

82The New Pier

Current BoulevardNew Boulevard
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Physical Model
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Shadows

Morning Afternoon



85

Dune Landscape



Dune Landscape

86(Jansen, 2023)
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Vertical Dynamics
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Vertical Dynamics

Tower Ensemble
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Vertical Dynamics

(Marc Koehler Architects, 
(2016). World Traveller 73, 
(2021). Luuk1945, (2020). 

)

Visual Fragmentation
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Building Layout

268 dwellings

1936 dwellings
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Pavement

(Vandersanden, n.d.)
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence

Parallel sequence
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Spatial Sequence

Orthogonal sequence



95

The Pier
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The Pier



97

Shadows

Morning

Afternoon



Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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Spatial Sequence
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The Pier



Conclusions
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