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9Creative Destruction and Obsolescence
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Addition



Source: C. Malterre-Barthes, 2021, Scales of Extraction
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Addition Subtraction

“Nothing is lost, nothing is created, everything is transformed” A. Lavoisier
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Iron Stones

Agregate Sand 

Embodied energy and Embodied carbon
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21The technological condition



The product of work - Permanence



The product of labor - Fleeting



Permenant = Fleeting
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«A grand narrative gives a society legitimation through the anticipated completion of a master idea.»

Wikipedia



Modernism Hyper modernism

Emancipation = Technological progress
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«Building industry is responsible of 40% carbon emission»
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«Rather than asking “is this project really sustainable or not?”, we should ask ourselves, “what is the worldview nee-
ded in order to consider this project sustainable?”.»

Marten Gielen - Rotor
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Surveying Gleaning Unthinking



Additional laboratory 1947 Proeffabrieken 1949

Expansion of a laboratory 1949

Surveying and Gleaning

Additionnal warehouse 1970
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The building is a palimpseste
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59Site model and Timeline
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Deconstruction/maintenance

Temporary occupation

New Use

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2030 2031

Developer Finished state

2020



65



66Storage of reused components



67Storage and cleaning
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The Wippolder



721934

Gele Scheikunde
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Gele Scheikunde
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Prins Bernhardlaan
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89Collective living and working
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91Segmentation



92Community Land Trust



Original segmentation by departements
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Developer’s project Graduation Project

Demolished
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To demolish
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Individual housing
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Collective working
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The Private
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123Back-to-back housing
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124Ground floor
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127Family house
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128Duplex
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132Demolition
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133Overlayed structural grid
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Existing New wall  
ground floor

New wall  
second floor

Removal wall  
ground floor

New beam New floor
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137Heating system
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138Ventilation
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The collective
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-15° / 30°
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20°/30°



148Heating and Ventilation
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